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iioj^ iniQ all the worlds and preach the gospel to every creature. 

Mark xvi. i j. 

Zhis saith the Lord^ Behold^ . I will extend peace to her like a rivet'f 
and thi glory if the gentiles lihe a flowing stream, 

Isaiah Ivi. is. 

To the praise rf the glory of his grace^ in ^hom we have redemption 
through his ilood^ the forgiveness <f sim^ according to the riches if 
his grace, , £ph. i. 6, J* 
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I HE refpeded Pattons of the New-York Mis- 
sionary Magazike are now prefented with 
rift volume complete. The Publiflier has endea*- 
vcKined to ccnnply with the terms of poblication, ori- 
ginally propofed, as far as poffible ; and he trufts no ma^ 
terial diSTtation ftotn them has been perceived by h» 
candid itadets,* But whatever may be their judgment 
with refped to the merit of the work, he has many ac- 
knowledgments to make for the fsivourable recepticm 
they have |iven it. 

To thole correfpondents mho have honoured thk 
MifCellany with their valuable communications, many 
thanks are due. A continuance of their efteemed ia<^ 
vours wiUbe gratefully acknowledged. To thofe gen- 
tlemen who have kindly contributed their advice and 
affiftance, in the arduous duty of conducing the pub^ 
itcatioU) the Publifher conliden himfelf under great ob- 
ligations. That the reward c^ feeing the work o£ the 
Lord pro(per may be befbowed on them, and on every 
ftictsd to the iUdeemer^s kis^iom^ is .his ardent hope 
ftnd prayer. 

So much encouncgement has been hitherto received 
in this work, that the Pubifher does ndt hefitate to an« 
nounce his intention to profecute it with unremitted 
and increaling diligence. He will fpare no pains to im- 
prove it, and to render it, in all refpcAs, as worthy of 
public patronage as poffible. The increafe of Miffion- 
^ry Aflbpiations, and the extenfion of Miffionary enter- 
prizes in the United States ; — the continued attention 
to religion in many parts of our country ; — the highly 
important and interefting events which arc daily taking 
place in the Chrifliat; Church ^ — ^and the means of iii-» 
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formation and fupport which have been eftablifbed -, — all 
give abundant rcafon to believe, that there will be no 
deficiency of fuch materials, to fill up the future num- 
bers of thp wort, as ^iall w calculated to amufe, in- 
ftruft, and edify the readers. 

The Publiflicr takes the liberty of reminding Subfcri- 
bers, thjit although his fublcription lift is large, yet were- 
it even r^uch larger, it would be impofliblc to carry on 
tk^ wofkjv^itbDut a punftual attention, on the part of 
his fup}x«ters, to pecuniary remittances, He hopes this 
hint will be'fufficient ; and that a generous public, will 
not fuffer his, undertaking to be frgftrated, by negled- 
ing this indifpenfible means of fupport. — If every Sub- 
scriber would realize, -that hisannvai. dues arb 

ESSENTIAL TO THE CONTINUfe© EXISTENCE OF 

THE WORK, arid adt accordingly, the Publilher would 
feel himfelf flillmore encouraged tOf)rocced with fpiwt 
and vigour ; and wouW have ^ew ground of thankful 
riefs to many of his Patrons. 

The friends of Religion in the IJnked States are again 
reminded, that, by communicating promptly and freely 
futh articles gf intelligence, and other materials, which 
they niay poffefs, fuitable for infertion in this work^ 
ihey haye much in tiieir power to promote its interefis, 
and to gratify its readers. An earncft hope is, once 
more, exprefled, that every thing of this kipd will bc^ 
forwarded without delay. • ,^ • . 

And, may the great King and He^d «f the Churcli fo 
guide, invigorate, and blel's all our exertions, as to 
inake them redolmd to THE praise of th^ glory 
OF His grace! 



Netv-York, Nov. 1800. 
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tKTRODUCTldN. 




ANY ■fo'iots' perfony h»re ktely 'cxpteflcd a re* 

gretV that no publi^tion^ devoted to the con^ 

▼eyance of f^i^ous intelligtoce, exifts in the tJnited 
Stages. While- the preiles throijghoiit the wion are 
teemifig -with lit<*tary and political journals, they have 
lamented^^thtt: i^oeonv^nient medium is found for cbii^' 
veying to'^thc public information relative to the ftate of 
the dbtirch) aiid the profperity or decline of that king*- 
di^m- whdfe mtereils they efteem more itapoet^t^i thati 
thofe of toy temporal fovercienty . This • deii)cifcn<y' is 
the more to t{e regretted^ £lS} from the ftattend ftate of 
our Amerioii^j^hurches over an imnienfe tetritoiy, ocun- 
itiuniGation between them is rendered difficulty if not 
ilext to impradidable^ by any ordinary mearts. Hence 
it is that <the ilate of religion in one part of our coun^ 
try is rarely known to thofe reading an another. The 
ifioft illuilrious; triumphs of graces ape heard of only ia: 
a fmall circle : and fome of the moil inteireflin^ articles 
<tf information, refpeAing the difplays of Divine' power* 
in the converfion of iinners, and the promulgatjion of 
evailgelical truth among the h«athen in our own land> 
have been altogether unknown among* ourielves, until 
they reached us through the medium- of foreign pul>- 
lications. 

Vol, I. No. r. A. 



4 - . IntroduSm^ 

The work is defigoed to embrace, and convey tp tiH> 
public, eyeryfpecics of jntcrcfting religious intelligence. 
The proceedings pf the three very refpc^able Miffiojiary 
Societies which have been formed in the y'nited States, 
^nd of fuch others as nis^y hereafter be formed, wiU 
claim our firft attention, and will be fully exj^ibited tp 
pi^r leaders, from time to time, But, befidesthefe, it ^ 
will come within our plan to receive and communicate 
every article of information, from whatever domeftic 
fource, which refpcdb the progrefs of the gofpel, or 
which tends to difplay the power of Divine Grace on the 
he^irts of men — ^accounts of revivals of religion — of rer 
markable individual converfions — of the organizatioqi 
-pf new religious focieties — of important proceedings in 
iecdeiia(^cal judicatories — ^and, finally, of all events and 
tranfa&ions which will have a tendenq^ to bring the 
members of Chrift*s body better acqusunted with each 
Other, and to. knit their hearts together in love. But 
the work will not be confined to domeftic objects : all 
mifiionary, and other religious intelligence, from beyond 
the Atlantic, will be carefully fought for, and early in* 
ferted. For this purpofe an ej^tenfive foreign corref? 
pondence will be eftablifhed, and every exertion made 
to give as complete an exhibition as pofiible of import- 
ant events in the Chrift^an Church, in every part of 
the world. The patrons of this work may rely that 
the utmoft care will be taken tp avoid thofe polemic 
difcufiions which would have a tendency to irritate and 
divide them; and that it will be conduced in fuch a 
fraSlicaly and, for the moft part, in fuch an hifiorical 
manner, as to unite all who are attached to the greaff 
doftrines of grace. 

The publifher is well aware that the plan which he 
has iketched is extenfive, and that the taik of execute 
\t\!g it will be arduous.. He has made arrangements 
with fomc gentlemen of refpedtable charafter, who will 
flatedly aid him with communications, and with their 
advice. He would farther folicit the patronage of the 
][i:iends of religion in every part of the United States; 
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KeW' York. MiJJfQnary Society, '5 

aftd WQuW efp^ciially intreat tbofe who may be able to 
furnilh, from time to time, . articles of intell^ence, or 
any other m^iterials for the propofed work,, to forward 
them -to him without delay.. He trufts a generous 
public will not permit fuch an undertaking to be fruf- 
jtnited foriwant of pecuniary fupport; and that none 
who love the profperity of Zion will withhold from its 
pages thcrfe communications which might ^gMden the 
hearts of the pious. Above all, he would implore thaf 
divine bleffing on the work,, which alone can render any 
plan fucceisfut, and any exertions ufeful. 



[An Account of the InJiitUiion^ Progrefs^ and prefent State 
of the New- York MiJJionary Society. 

IN the autumn of 1796, a number of mintfters in the 
city of New- York, being informed of the exertions 
which were then, and liad.been for fome time, making 
in Great-Britain, to fpread the knowledge of the go^ 
pel among the heathen, became impreffed with the duty 
of making a fimilar attempt in America. After re- 
peated conful tat ions on the fubjeft, they took mea- 
sures to engage in the plan a number of clerical brethren 
in the vicinity, and private chriftians in the <:ity, of dif- 
ferent denominations. Of thefe a general meeting took 
place on the firft day of November in the above- men- 
tioned year; on which occafion the Rev. Dr. M*Whor- 
ter, of Newark, delivered a difcourfe on the " Bleffed- 
nefs of the Liberal," which has been fince publifhed. 
The auditory was large and folemn, and the collection 
made on the occafion was very handfomc. At this 
meeting, the gentlemen prefent agreed to form them- 
• felves into a foqiety for fending the gofpel to the fronr 
tier Settlements, and among the Indian tribes in the 
United States. At the fame meeting the Society agreed 
to a Conftitution and Addrefs, which were . foon lafter- 
wards publiflied, and which, we prcfume, our readers 
Ijaypfeen. 
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ftat th'e'ftBffidhary priricipltf is not coiifindd ib fficJiT 
own affociation/ If hath'-ffenlitrated to the diftant 
parts of the State, ahd OToducedi fome months firice, 
aTiOther Society, ft)tlndcd oh\Ki fame doftrmes,-devoted 
to the fame objefts, a^d defirous of co-operating in the 
feni^ plan, • by the' ftile of " Tkc Nonheirn^ Miffionary 
Society in tbeSt^tfe of New^York." Articles of union "4. 
between that'inftitution and the New- York MildioQaty 
Society, have befcn propofed, and acceded to by the 
Direftoi'Si and will be laid befdre the Society ^fdl^ final, 
fetification. They cannot but indulge the cohfbling, 
flioughtj that the Spirit of the KfigHeft hath begun the- 
good work, -arid thait he will carry it on till hi^ people' 
throughout tlieic" States fhaH 'coilibin^ their ^ coimfelsy^ 
and confolidate their ftrength* in one grand arid' tri-' 
nmphdrtt; ex6rti6n,' to introd^ice his Gofpel iiito; the"! 
*i <Iark - ^tites of the 6arth, which are yet full of ihe- 
habitatioffe' <§if cruelty/^ 

' It is tO'th©^ a fpririg of no Cotiinfidn elevation tcf 
learn, that th€^ zeal for Nrjffidns m the-ifland of Great- 
iritairij which firft fuggefted-tlte idea of Mifllonary 
Soeieticsthere^ is fo far from declining, that it gathers 
vigor with' it^' age. Obloquy only fcrves t6 -cfement 
its friendfe, and oppofition^ to cdl forth its^ enei'gies* 
And the probability- in whii-h every, gracious heart muft 
rejoice, is, that at this moment Chrift crucified is 
preached among the Pagahs in theiflands of the Pacific 
Ocean. Befides which, an evan^lical Miffion is pito- 
jfeftcd, and before now, perhaps, Executed, into the in- 
terior of Africa. The L9rd 1:aefs them, - and keep 
them! grant Chriftians here to emulate, and even fur-* 
pafs their apoftolic example; and crown cvdry embaffy 
to the Gentiles with greater ind greater fuccefs, till the 
whole earth be filled with his gloiry. ' ^ • 

• JoftN M, Mason, 'S^*ry 
New- York, Nov. 6, 1797- 

In their proceedings on the above'rcport, the Society 
Qsfolved, tbAt the educatida of pxo^t periblte to-be 
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fcnt oui as Miffionaries comes within their dtfign : and 
it will, no doubt, receive their particular attention as 
foon as their funds will permit. 

The Society alfb agreed upon articles of union, and 
principles of co-operation, with the Northern Miffion- 
ary Society in the State of New- York, to take effeft 
jj. whenever they fliall be ratified by faid Society. 

The objeifts contemplated by the Society involving 
heavy expenfes, and requiring the united exertions of 
its friends, it was judged neceuary to folicit from all the 
congregations throughout the country,- with which it 
has any conneiftion, annual collections for its funds* 
— Little can be done in pecuniary efforts, unlefs thofe 
who long for the profperity of Zion fhall give their 
cheerful and perfevering aid ; and from fuch aid, with 
the Gleffing of Zion's King, the happieft fuccefs may 
be rationally anticipated. 

The Society having agreed that two fermons (hall be 
preached at their next annual meeting, the Rev. Dr. 
LiviNGSTONj and the Rev. Dr.M^KNicHT, were ap- 
pointed to preach them ; the former in the Scots Pret- 
by terian .Church, on the evening of the firfl day of their 
meetinjg, and the latter in the North Dutch Church, on 
the evening following. . 

The Society having tranfafted their bufinefs, with the 
harmony and afFeftion of Chriftian brethren, and filled 
with pleafing hope that their labours (hall not be in 
vain in the Lbrd, adjourned till the firft Tuefday of 
November, 1798. 



On the firft Tuefday of November the Society met, 
according to adjournmeilt ; but fuch was the general 
derangement, occafioned by a malignant and mortal 
difeafe which had prevailed for fome time before, that 
little was done, more than to eled: ofEcers and diredors 
for the enfuing year. They adjourned to meet on the 
23d of April following, then to hear the fermons which 
had been appointed, and to tranfad whatever bufiAeft 
might come before them. 

Vol. i. No. i. B 
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. The Satiety, according to the faid adjournment, met 
on the 2^1 of April, 1 799. In the evening of that daty 
Dr. Livingston delivered a fernfton, according to ap- 
pointment, in the Scots Prelbyterian Ghurch in Cedar- 
ffirect, from Coloffians iii. 1 1 . Ghrift is n//, and in all. — 
^he ai!rdience was large, attentive, and folemn; and the 
cdledion triade after the fervice was cohfornlable to the .^ 
uftial liberality of the citizens of New- York* — On the 
next evening, Wednefday, the 24th of April, Dr. 
M'KNtGHT delivered a fermon, according to appoint- 
itient, before the Society, ih the North Dutcli Church, 
-from Ezekiel xxxvii. 3. And he faid unto me. Son of 
fnan^ can thefe bones live ? And I anfwendy O Lord 
'Gdd^ ihou knowejl. This fervice alfo, notwithilanding 
very unfavourable Weather, was very rcfpedtably at- 
tended, and another liberal <x)fiection^was made for the 
benefit of the Society. 

The operations which have been fet on foot in the 
KCffibnarybufinefe, by the Society, will appear from 
the following report of the Direftors^ then made, to 
wear a- favowable afpeft. 

REPORT. 
- Soon after the laft report, the Dircdors adopted a 
plan for focial prayer,* which has been carried into ex- 
ecution, and, it is believed, has been attended with 
beneficial eflfefts. The fccond Wednefday in every 
month, meetings are held for this piupofe,. in rotation, 
in all the churdhes of which the Minifters are members 
of the Society; and, though no contributions are urg- 
ed, yet whatever are made, . are applied for the benefit ' 
of the Society. 

The Direftors judged it to be their duty to begin a 
t Miffion as foon as poflible, and accordingly they early 
appointed a committee to obtam Miffionaries, and ar- 
range what appeared neceflary on this head. The com- 
mittee advertifed, time after time, with little apparent 
fuccefs. Receiving however intimation, from the Rev. 
^Mr. Jofeph Bullen, of Vermont, that he would be 
willing to accept an appointment as a Miflionarjs and 
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fseiDg afcertained as to his chiira<%er and qulliiicatlaasi 
they reccmunendcd him; and the Direftors r^reed to 
employ him at the annual falary oi three hundred and 
fevcntyrfive doUars> and to. defray his ejqpejices in 
travelling to the place erf" his deftinationy Thpff igirwl^ 
at the famp time, that it would be moft eligible to at- 
tempt the eftablifliment of a Mif$Q4 fiiA among the 
Chickafaw Indians, a nation on the weftern bordcjcsof 
the State of Georgia; and Mr. BoUen was requefted to 
come on without delay. They alfo adva^ic^ h'^i part 
of his falary to affift in his preparation^ and requpfte4 
him to pitachon a certain evening in one of the churches^ 
on which occafion the Prefident of the Society was ap- 
pointed togive him a chaige as to theduties of his mi^on. 
The above rcqueft was complied with on the jtift of laft 
month, whea he preached^ rec^ved a charge ^nd wa$ 
fet apart to his work by folema prayer, . Tiie Dire^ors 
fuppUed him vUh a few books and articles, which were 
deemed proper^ and advanced him two hundred and 
£fty dollars to defray the expenies inci^ent^ to his 
journey and rniffion. He left this city on the z6th of 
laft month, ajccompanied by his fon, a 1^ of about 
(eventeen years of age, and who, it is fuppoied, will 
readily acquire the Indian language^ and may be uiefui 
in teaching the Indian children ; but h^ is not, at pre* 
fent, in the epoploy dF the Diredors^ Certain docur 
ments from the Government of the United States were 
cheerfully granted at Philadelphia to Mr. Bullen, and 
private dire&ions and letters were givenJiim by gentle- 
men who kindly and warmly intereiled themfelves in 
the bufinefs. The laft account of him is from L^n- 
cafter in Pennfylvania, on the firft of this month, when 
he wrote that his journey had* been fo far profpecous, 
and that he had not been without evident tokens of the 
divine prefence. 

The Direftors farther report, that on the petition re- 
ferred by tlxe Society to them, from the Rev. Mr. John 
Sergeant, a Miffionary to the Stockbridge Indians, they 
have fent for his relief onp hundred dollars, and they 
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have been happy to learn that the relief was uncommon- 
ly fcafonable. They have alfo granted fixty dollars foi: 
one year toPau],*an Indian preacher who labours among 
the remains df the'Shinnecock, Montuck, and Pool^ 
pfettuck tribes, in Suffolk county, Long-Illand. 

Letters have been received by the Secretary from the 
Glafeow Miffionary Society, and from the particular 
Baptift Miffionary Society in England, in anfwer to 
letters written to them. "' * 

The general inftruftions to Miffionaries, the Addrefs 
to the Chiefs and Indians of theChickafaw nations, and 
the Cbaige given to the frrft Miffionary, accompany 
this report. 

The Society and its benevolent fapporters will fee that 
the Direftors have not been inattentive to the import- 
ant truft rcpofed in them ; but that they have profecuted 
it, under the fmiles of heaven^ to a degree of fuccefs. 
If the profpcfts of the Miffionary already fent Ihould 
prove encouraging, it is intended to ftrciigthen him by 
others J nor are refources to be defpaired of, in this 
glorious undertaking. Inconfiderable as the beginnings 
may feem, no one can calculate their probable increafe, 
and tendency to promote the kingdom of the divine 
Redeemer. He is King on the holy hill of Zion, and 
it is the irreverfible decree of God the Father to give 
to his Son, the heathen for his inkeritancCy and the utters 

mqft parts of the earth for his pojfejion. '* 

Signed by order of the Board of DireSorSj 

JOHN M. MASON, Sec'ry. 
NeW'York^ April ^'^^ ^799- 

The Society having gone through the bufincfs which 
came before them, with harmony and affedtion, with 
gratitude to God, who had profpered them thus Bir, 
and with pleafing hope that he would crown their la- 
bours with more abundant fuccefs, appointed the Rev. 
Dr. Linn, to deliver a fermon, at the annual meeting, 
in the Brick Prefbyterian Church, on the firfl: Tuefday 
of November in the prefent year, to which time th^ 
adjourned. 
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OnThurfday the 1 3th of November, 1 799, the Society 
met, at the requeft of the Board of Direftors, having 
been prevented from meeting at the time to which they 
flood adjourned, by reafbn of a general derangement 
in the city, occafioned by the recurrence of a peftilen- 
tial epidemic. This derangement alfo prevented the de- 
livery of the annual fermon, and the ufual collection. 
The Society, however, elefted their Officers, received 
the report of the Diredors,and attended tpall the other 
bufinefs which came before them. 

The Board of Direftors having recommended to the 
Society to amend the Conflitution, by changing the 
time of the annual meeting, from the firft Tuefday in ^ 
November to the. firft Tuefday of April, the Society 
unanimouily agreed to adopt the faid amendment, and. 
accordingly adjourned till the firft Tuefday of April 
next, then to. hear the annual Sermon in the Church 
before direfted. 

The laft report made by. the Direftors will ferve to 
fliew the pn^efs and prefent ftate of the Miffionary 
bufinefs under the diredion of this Society. 



NeW'Yarky Nov. 14, 1799. 
Since the laft meeting of the Society, little has oc- 
curred to vary the ftate of its affairs, as they were d«:- 
tailed in the report then made. The ihort intervsd. 
which elapfed before the return of public calamity, the 
difperfion of the citizens of New-York, and the de- 
rangement of bufinefs which it occafioned, left the Di- 
reftors few opportunities, and little leifure, for concert- 
ing meafures, and applying the means of more cxten- 
five ufefulnefs. They have, however, the fatisfadion 
of congratulating the Society on the fafe arrival of their 
Miffionary at the fcene of his labours. The kind Pro- 
vidence of God, in proteding and comforting him on 
his journey, in preferving his health, his hopes, and his 
cqpfidence ; in giving him, thus far, favour in the eyes of 
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the heathen ; in flimulating and enabling him, thpqgii 
not formally received by the nation, on account of the 
abfence of one of the chiefs, to eater without delay, and 
with alacrity, upon his interefting fun&ions, deferv^ our 
firft and molt heart-felt acknowkdgo^ents^ In a letter, 
dated the eighth of June, which accompanies ^heir Re- 
port, the Dire&ors are rejoiced to thedifcover the juft 
and elev<ated principles of a Miflionary of the cr<^. It 
affords them a pleaiing proof^ that the fpirit of his work 
liasy in fome meafure, defcended upon him, aqd a no 
lefs pleaiing expeAation, that the CaptaiQ of iaivatioa 
will honour him to be the inihrument, if not of convert- 
ing, yet of preparing the way for converting, and bring- 
ing under the bond of the covenant, numbers of the 
outcafts of the Gentiles. 

The DireAors have the additional fatis&clion of acr 
quainting the Society, that they have obtained recent 
and flattering encouragement to profecute and extend 
their plan of miffions to the Southern Indians. Their 
prefent difpofitions and wiihes appear more favourable 
than at any former period, to the cultivation of religious 
truth, and of civilized manners. A gentleman of intel- 
ligence and enterprize, who has for fome time refided 
among them, is now exerting himfelf to facilitate the 
intercourfe, and confirm the friendihip between theni 
and the white people, and has engaged to promote the 
WycAs of the Society to the extent of his power. But 
the information and views of the Diredors, with refpedk 
. to his propofals, are not, as yet, fufficiently matured ioif 
acting upon them. 

It cannot be uninterefling to the Society to hear, that 
our brethren of the Northern Miflionary Society, are 
employing their vigilance and refources to eftabliih an 
evangclicai miflion among the Northern and Weflern 
Savages. 

The Society will obferve, in the flate of their pecuni- 
ary concerns, that the mind of the religious public is no( 
indifferent to their profperity — ^they have at prefent. 
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The Diredorsy-therefoce, fcel4per&Laded, that, the fitu- 
aticfnof the Miffionary concerns is ^fufpictous ; and af- 
fords ample motives to excite tbankfulnqls, ,to, prQjo^t 
praiiie, to animate zeal, ^ami tnforce perfererance. 

By order <^ the Board, 

JOHN M. M ASO^f , Sec'.iy . 

. Officers and other DireSorsele^ed November^ ^199* 

OFFICERS. 
John RoDCERs, D. D. Prejident: 
John H.'LiviNGsroN, D. D. Fice-Prejdent. 
Mr.'DivfE Bethitne, Treafurer. 
Rev. John M. Mason, Secretary. 
Rev. Samuel Miller, C/erk. 

OTHER DIRECTORS. 
WiUiaih Linn, D. D. Anthony Poft, Eijq. 

John M^Knight, D. D« ^Leonard Bleecker, £fq. 

Rev. Gerardus Kuypers, Mr. Geojge Lindfay, 

Rev. John N. Abcel, Mr. George Warner, 

Peter Wilfon, L. L. D. Mr. Jdin Biagham, 

Thomas Mackanefs, Efq. Mr. John Mills. 

Kj* Donations to the Society will be thankfully i:e- 
ceived by the Treafurer, or by any other of the Di- 
reftors. 



InftruSions from the DireSorsof the New- York Miffion- 
ary Society^ to the MiJJionaries among the Indians. 

IN this early ftage of the miffion, very particular in- 
ftrudions cannot be expeded. You "will be fur- 
nifhed with them from time jto tiitie, according to the 
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circumftances which arife ; and fomething muft ever be 
left to your own prudence. There are,' howeYer,: certain 
inftrudions which will apply at alLtimes, and. in all cir- 
cumftaftces, and by which you are, invariably, to guide 
yourfelvcs. Thefe refpeft chiefly, i . Your perfonal re- 
ligion.' 2. The matter and manner of your teaching. 
3. Your outward depc^rtment. 4. The fofnUttion of 
iTeligious a^Temblies, and the adminifbaticm of ordihan- 
ces. ^. The eftabliftiment of fchools for children. 
'6. Oblervations on the language and cuftoms of the 
Indians,' arid on the profpe^fts of making iettlements, 
and extending the gofpel aihong them. 

I . Your fisrfonul religion. No words can exprefs the 
importance of this, and urge it with fufficient warmth. 
Your comfort and fuccefs in youf work depend upon it. 
Without it, the fincft genius, the higheft literary ac- 
quirements, and the greateft eloquence will be unavail- 
ing. By this we. mean not only that your hope of an in- 
tereft in the SavioUr be well founded, biit that you con- 
ftantly ftrive to maintain the power of religion in your 
lieartsj that you live near to God; giving yourfelves 
inuch to folemn meditation and prayer. As you need, 
in your difficult and perilous fit uation, uncommon love 
to God, zeal for his glory, and communications of di- 
vine wifdom and ftrength, fo you Ihould habitually 
feek thefe, in the full alFurance of &ith that they wiU 
be afforded. Though what is called oftentation in re- 
ligion is to be avoided as vile, yet endeavour to live in 
fuch a manner as that thofe who obferve you may be- 
lieve you to be holy men, denied to yourfelves, cruci- 
fied to this world, and whofe converfation is in heaven. 
2 . The matter and manner of your teacldng. As to 
the matter^ let it be the great and peculiar doftrines 
of divine revelation; fuch as the fin and mifery of man 
by the fall; the eternal counfel of God, revealed in 
time, to fave finners by the fubftitution of his own Son; 
the incarnation, obedience, fufferings and death of the 
Son erf" God, in the room of finners; his refurredtion, 
afcenfion, interceflion in heaven, and the final jiidg- 
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merit; the' appEcatlori of the redemption of Chrift, bj^ 
the Holy Spirit, and the abfolute neceflSity ^his agency 
<o change tWe h'eattS of men, and bring them to holinefs 
and hdpplncfe. The Coflifeffion of Faith contained in 
the confHtution of theSocrcty, is to be the confeffion of 
your'feith', and yourtdaching is to be conformable there- 
to. Webdieve that thefe doctrines are appointed bj^ 
' God, and found in experience to be the only and -ef** 
feftoS! nleaTis 6f favingly impreffing the minds of men, 
refbrmTnl^ their lives, and turning thenfi to holinefs. 

'We ^arii, yea, we charge you, our beloved brethren^ 
againft fetting u^your own wifdom ; againft preaching 
liaturaf Religion diranft from revealed ; agsiihft found- 
ihfe'.jfaoi'al conduit on any other principle than the grace 
or Gj^d. We enjoin you to declare, as your hearers are 
prepfeired to receive it, the whole counfd of G6d\ and tii 
reineiiiber, in all your ncriniftrations, that Chrift crutU' 
fied is Unto th^m which are caHed the power of Gody and 
the WffdofH ^God. We would enforce what we fay oii 
this pSf ttcufer, by quoting part of the iirfhnaions giveji 
t# thfe Mitfbnaries to the iflands of iihe South Sfea* 
** The 'Bible, and the ^xp^rience of the moft fuccefsfifl 
miffions iffure us, that the great' do^Qrine of the Atohe- 
mentf muft be the chief comer ftbhfe. Thfr glory and 
the humiliation of JefuS, and et^^fhihg relative to the 
deliverance from firi and death' by him muft make the 
groond-work. ' A fimple rcdtal of Iris loVe, the defign 
of his incarnation, death, and refuritftion ; thefe muft 
be the points, chiefly, repeatedly dwelt uponl.' The ob- 
ligations of love and duty which we owe feiiii, naturally 
conned: themfelves with thefe views; togcthet with 
promifes of hi^ grace, through the agency of his own 
ipirit, to enable us* to follow him in the regeneration. 
Affeft not fubtilties and deep points of controverfy, ei- 
ther ariiong yourfelVes or with the natives. Wave as, 
much as poflible what would lead to qoeftions, rather 

♦* Counsels and instruAions for the regulation of' the Mission, by 
the Diredors of the LondonrMlssionary Society. 

Vol. L No. i. C 



f9 In/iru£tims tQ^])^ilfimtaries. 

tbarr godly edifying. Attempt i^ot, by arguments onthM 
p^Wabki^gfsvQr evidences of tJj^ Chriftian. religion,. tp 
idifpiay your 9W^ wfifdomj pr,luppofe you'caa.anfwe^ 
and filence.ftU tiaeir objediw?* > Adhere to tbe fimpifr 
city which ^is in Chrift, trirfU^.^o^the pKpwW.qf tlViS 
, Hpl^y Ghoft.4§> take the thirds of,Chn (tewJiifi^ 

^ tbei,r cpnicie^ces with divifi^ ^onviftion and cj[ie(^i)[al 

n-As tp the manner of^yourte^ching* let it (le; i^i'qkas 
IS beft^adapted to ^he conipreheniion of your hejurers. 
It/nu^.neejls be> .when to the untutored Indian, ^^nd 
w.ben by ai?. iatirpreter, very plain, in jtljort jfcntenpss, 
apd frfqjuently interrupted^ partaking more of the Ma- 
ture of convecfatipn, tlian of formal and continued Qif- 
courfe. This will deniand of you much condefoeniiot^ 
patience^ aq^l forbc^ance. You muft become childreu 
to^a^apt yjop^elves to childilh underftapdings, and pa^ 
tiencc,m>ifl;>ha\^e .^er pcrfed work, in bearing with jg- 
porance, pf tul^ncev and flownefe of appreh^nfipn. Do 

Eot delpond wb^ay^u fee no immediate fruits oj^ypur 
iboiirs, but wait m hujiiible^depenidence on the Spirit 
fdf God, to give efficacy to Ixii^word. As theTeaaing 
pf written! difpour%s, ;^ill not be neceffary, fo we wquld 
f dvife agjainil*^. Gre^it attention will be required ia 
finding proper interpreters, and it will W denr^ble, i£ 
graft i cable, t;hat. only thofe be employed who are con- 
verts; to ijhe Cjariilian faith. You will take pains to 
acquire,, as fopn and as much as you can, a know- 
ledge pf th^ Indian langu^e, that fo you may not be 
fubjefted to tte inconvenience, and, perhaps, . to the 
iinflLilfulpefs or unfaithfulnefs of interpreters. 
, 3. Ypw\ouiward deportment. . This is a inatter to 
which we wifti you carefully to attend/. You mufl: be 
grave, fober<j.honelt, chafte, meek, and faithful to your 
word. The. Indians are grave in tranfafting all their 
bufinefs^ an(l tUey expeft the fame in others. .They 
neither admire nor truft a light and trifling charafter- 
They are faid to pay a flrift regard to truth. Be not 
you hafly in declaiing your intentions, and in making 
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proAiifes; but when made, let" them be foithfully and 
punftudlly fulfilled. ^IHiey exhibit, on ma^iy occafions/ 
acu^tnefs ihd fagacit'y. They ^difceitn deviations from 
that Aktural la\ywhfch. is written in their hearts, and if 
they find you defeftive, it wiH deftroy their confidence," 
and ^prejudice them againft the go(|:>el'. "The ftrifteft 
attention to thefc things is the more neceflary, on ac-' 
cbiinft of the intercourfe which has fubfiftcd between the' 
nations of Indians andTome white people, in which the 
letter have grofsly deceived and cheated thd former, 
committed crimes not even napied amon^ the heathen, 
and brought an unjuft reproach upon the Chriftfan pror 
fefEon. If you can make the Indians fenfible of the' 
difference between nominal and real Chriftians, and the 
impropriety of judging pfChriftianity. by die conduft^ 
of fbnie who never .felt its influence, who violate all its' 
pifecepts, and who* aj-e c^ft out l3y real Chriftians as un- 
worthy of communion, a great point would be gained/ 

We fiirther inftruft you to abftain from aH traffic,' 
all buying and felling of lands, all political difcuflSons, 
and, in one word, from every thing which hiight excite 
a ftifpicion ihat your errand is for any other purpofe^ 
or that you have any other objeft. in view, than (ingly, 
their fpiritual and eternal welfare. Itis of the utmoft' 
importance that you adhere to this line of condyft, and" 
thusimprefs the Indians with a convt<Jtion of your fovc. 
to them bfeing great, and not influenced by felfilh cbn- 
fiderations. Impofed upon in times paft; and awakened 
by the novelt)' of your miffion, they will pry into your' 
motives, and diligently mark your adions. Put no 
fiumbling-bhck^ &r an occqfion tt> fall in their way. ^ 

By denying yourfelves to ftrong liquors, you may 
fave yourfelves both trouble and blame. It is well 
known how fond the Indians are of rum, and how perni- 
cious it is to them. Should they (ee you indulge in the 
ufe, it will whet their defires, and they will plead your 
examplfc.' 

The Miffianories of the United Brethren, ufually cal- 
led Moravians, have never been ia the praftice of mak-i^ 



2 z Inftru&hfis h Miffimm'itsl 

IJitute regular congregations. This fhould -not, how-' 
ever,, prevent the itinerating from pkce to place, where- 
acccfs can bie had for preaching the gofpel. 

•As foon as a few Indians are brought to embrace the 
faith, are inftrucbed in the great truths of religion,' and 
give good hope of ftedfaftnefs in their profeffion, they 
are to be publicly initiated the church by baptifm, and 
afterwards their .children. . As foon, alfo, -as it appears- 
to be for edification, the holy fopper dnoiup Lord is to 
Ije adminiftered toall the baptized adults. We enjoin, 
at the fame time^.that none be admitted to thefe feals of 
the covenant, without frequent converfation, and Suf- 
ficient fpace for trial. A hafty admii&on is injurious 
to the perfons themfelves, and they* may, by their apof- 
t^cy, deeply wound the caufe of Chrift. 

When Indian women feek inftrudtion in private, Jet' 
one of the women of the miffion be their ' tedchdr ; 
or, let the converlation be held in the prefence of- their' 
hufbands, fathers, or others, fo as to avoid temptation, 
and the fmalleft caufc of fufpicion to the Indians. We 
enjoin the utmoft circumfpeftion in this matter. 
X Happy confequences will enfuc from teaching the In- 
dians the ufefulnefs and facrednefs of the Lord's day, 
from teaching them the nature and duties of the married 
ilate, and, as frequently as pof&ble, foleninizing it with 
exhortation and prayer. 

As the finging of pialms is a neceilary and agreeable, 
part of divine worftiip, we recommend-that it" be intro-' 
duced as foon as convenient. It will be acceptable to 
the Indians, and to fuch you fhould praftice it in your 
private and public devotion, and teach it to them. The 
tunes which are adopted fhould be of the fimpleft,. 
eafieft, and graved kind. . 

Some of the Indians who give reafonable evidence of 
their converfion, and are otherwiie the beft qualified,' 
may be profitably employed as interpreters, inftrudoi's,. 
or exhorters. Their knowledge of the language, difpo- 
litions and manners of tlieir brethren, will giv^ th^m a 



powerful a4y^ntag^5^and they*>»Ul .be an uBCpeakable 
fccurity^ fupport ai^ Goinfort to you. . j . ' • 

5. Tie EfiabiyhifjsfU of ScAo^Js /or Child^€n, This 
will require your early and upintermitted attentiop. By 
initru6ting children, or rajther>W>f, in the Englilh lan- 
guage, tbew^y wiU.be prepared for preaching the. gof- 
pel hereafter with facccfs- and there will be an opportu.- 
nity of iuftilling fopnd prmciples, and gradually gaining 
them over to civili^atign and religion. Were no other 
prefent advantzqge to offer than this, the next generation 
mifiiit fee theMixoft extenfivc and beneficial effects. 
Wherever a IchooL or ichools can be eftabliftied, it will 
be the duty of the perfons employed to teach, diligently 
to attend to ihi^ buiinefe: and while the children are 
taught thp ipoit common branches of learning, totc^ch 
them the principles of the Chnftian .religipn, an^ to. ^d 
them, morning and eveiiing,^ in prayer and finging 

pniifcs to Gpdyt. . , ;*:.•:.' .'T"'':' 1* 

6. Objtrvationspntheianguage and cuftoms of t^e In^ 
dians; and jon lie[$rpfpe3s 0/ making Jeft/emen^i^iiHffi'e^z 
tending fiejofpiljuufng tlunu ..kWry thing ;W^.eh;y§- 
^fc^ to the Ipdianj,..i^ an obj,e6t. pot pnly of <^ri<)filjji 
hut of real urdlty* ^ .% th^ir Ja^gi^e and cuilpj^ ^e 
ame tuoft likely to^,^rive ^t their .c^cigjiQ. . A- vq9^bul^ry 
of £ng\i(h.. words, prepared vajuLal^^^ by, a 
O.entlerpan* engaged in mquiries of this kind, AviU b^. 
put intp your hands, J ^n^ ypu are dejftred to, mark th^ 
Indian names forihefe ,thin^^,.that fo the number of 
languages and the. different diale4i:s may be afcertained. 
The Direiiors will .make inquiry, as to the, afliftanc^ 
which is to be expedted from the tranfla^tions wi)|ch. 
have beeh mjlde into fome Indian languages of ^rts of 
the. holy fcripturcs, and, if fpund ferviceable, means 
will be taken to fupply you with them. 

On the fubjedl of obtaining land, and forming a fet- 
tleqient among them, you are .t6 Ipe extremely cautious, 
as they difcover jealoufy and.oppofition. .We advife 
tliat you do not folicit i.t, but wait for the prqpofal to 
come from them; and that yOu ft^ow them that ypu 
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ari fi6t'k(Stuated-by ambition or avaitke, and flefirt ho 
farther footing or property among tirem than ismecefla- 
ry in order to ybur fervirig^thcm m their moft valuable 
inteiiefts. In this delkatc afiair, . arid oil^ Which riWy 
bdkt tended wJth fuch ferious coiiftljjxiehces, we tWtrk 
it out duty to inftrudt you, that ho' grant* of land is'tb 
be a^rcepted ' &j( any- mWfionar)'' for his p*fonaI ehidtii 
jfte'M^t^hat if-liril^'ofFef' be lilade by the Indians, M 
ftlalt be font by you to the Direfftors of the 'Society, and 
accejited by them, if judged proper, fbV the' general 
benefit of the mifficin. Whenever a'lettlcmeht is fornjiT 
ed, it will be yoiir duty to attend, at propef feafons, to 
the cuhivation of the. land, and to the praftice of tne-^ 
chanrc afts, in order to benefit the- Indians, and affift 
ift' your oi^Vi mairitfehamfe. Ihiplements will Be givcii 
yoaby the Society^f&'rthis-ptirpofe. 

Tou are caitefully to r«nai*k what profpefts appear of 
propagating the gpfpel among the nation you firft vifit^ 
and other' nation^ around ; what Miffionarics'are needed 
and^might be ufefutly employed;, and ^hat things arc 
n^ceflki^y to give fuceefs and jpermaftehcy' to miffions} 
Thefc, and every ^ing proper for the information of 
the Society, together with the copy of an ekaAjounial 
which you' muft keep of all your ptoCeedings, you are 
to'tranfrtiit to the Secretiary once every fix*months, ancP 
Oifiener'if occafion requires. We rccbmnterid^that eveiy 
perfon in the niiflSon keep a particular diary^bf his own ;• 
that you unrcfer^edly conlmunitate t6 brte another every 
material occurrence'; and that you appoint one of your 
number to arrange a general diary of tne whole, a cdpy 
of which is to be tTarSmittcd, and to cbndu6t your cor-; 
refpondcnce. 

Finally, be affured, our beloved brethren in the" 
Lord, that nothing in our power Ihall be' wanting to 
contribute to your fupport, your comfort^ and your 
fuccefe. Do not faint, or be difcouraged under the 
difficulties with which you may have^ ' to ftruggle. 
Endure Jkardnefs us good Jhldiers of Jefus Chrift. Count 
not your* lives diar unto yourfekuesyfo^that you might finijk 
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your dourfe with joy y and the minifiry which you have re-- 

ceived of the Lord JefuSj to tejiify the go/pel of the grace 

cf God. Your work is moft honourable. " 1 had rather 

die a miflionaiy," faid one, " than live a monarch, for 

fiich ftars muft differ from all other Jlars in glory. ^'* We ' 

commit you to the guidance and protection of God. 

We (hall bear you continually in o^f^ minds to his 

throne of grace in our private devotions, and in the 

aiTemblies of his people. The faithful in every part of 

the world, daily offer up prayers in your behalf^ ^ Be 

encouraged, above all, by the promifc of him to whom 

all power is given in heaven and in earthy and wh6 hath 

faid, Loy I am with you alway. May you be inftru-^ 

mental in turning many of the heathen to righteoufnefs^ 

whofhall be your hope, your joy^ and your crown ofrejoic^ 

ingy in the prefence of our Lord Jefus Chrify at his comings 

* The Rev. Edward Parsbas, in his charge to the missionaries 
going to Africa. 



A Charge to the Rev. Mr. Jofeph Bullen, firfl Mifftonary 
to the Indians y from the New- York Mijfionary Society 
for propagating the Go/pel among the Heathen ; delivered 
by Appointment of the Society y in the New Dutch 
Churchy March 21, 1799. By John RodgerSy D. D. 
fenior Minijler of the. United Prefbyterian Churches in 
the City of New- Yorky and Prejident fffaid Society. 

Reverend and dear Brother, 

riTHHE charafter in which you ftand before this af- 
I fembly is highly important, and peculiarly in- 
tcrciling to all who regard the fouls of men, and the 
profperity of the Redeemer's kingdom. — You ftand 
here as the firft meflengcr employed by the New- York 
Nfiflionary Society, to carry the glad tidings of falva-* 
tion to the heathen on our borders, who are perijhing 
for lack of knowledge. 

Vol. I. No. I. R 
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You have the honour to be the firft in entering upoii 
thofe labours which the liberality of our Chriftiaa 
brethren has enabled us to commence, and to which we 
hope others, proyided by the great Lord of the harveft, 
will foon follow you. Every pious heart within thefe 
walls feels a tender interefl in your undertaking, and 
beats high with enxious hope for the refult of your mif- 
fion! 

You are entering upon a new and untried fcene of 
labour. Though you have been for fome years clothed 
with the honourable character of an ambaflador of 
Chrift, you cannot but be fenfible, that the field of 
minifterial exertion to which you are haftening, is 
widely different from that to which you have been 
hitherto accuftomed. You are going to a region which 
the joyful found of the gofpel has never yet reached — 
to a howling wildernefs, where the arts cf civihzed life 
are almoft unknown — to a people covered with the 
glooip of ignorance, fuperftition and barbarifm. You 
are about to take upon yourfelf the mighty tafk of pro- 
claiming the good news of falvation through a crucified 
Saviour, to thofe who never heard of his name, and of 
carrying the light of the Sun of Righteoufnefs to thofe 
who are fitting in the region ^nd fliadow of death. 
Who can tell the confequences of this folemn under- 
taking! Who can calculate how deeply the glory of 
God — the infcreft of the Redeemer's kingdom — and 
the falvation of millions yet unborn, may be involved 
in this miffion ! 

Permit me, therefore, my dear brother, before we 
bid you adiept, permit me, with all plainncfs and affec- 
tion, in tfle name of the Society to which you are en- 
gaged, to offer you a few words of parting council, and 
to commend you, by prayer, to the great Head of the 
Church. 

And, in the firft place. Let me entreat you to main- 
tain an holy jealoufy, and an unremitted watchfulncfs 
over your own heart. This is of the utmoft import- 
ance, whether you regard your comfort or your ufcful- 
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nefs. • Irkfome indeed will tde labours of the wilder* 
nefs be, unlefs you have grace in lively exercife — un- 
lefs you are habitually animated by ardent love to Chrift, 
and by a tender concern for precious and immortal fouls; 
Nor can it be reafonably expedbed, that the duties of 
your miffion will be difchargcd with fuch diligence and 
zeal, as to promife much fuccels, unfcfs you are care- 
ful to keep alive in your own breaft, a deep fenfc of the 
importance of the truft committed to you; and unlefs 
an holy ambition to advance your Mafter's kingdom, 
fire your bofom, and daily flir'up the energies of your 
foul. And here, let me remind you, dear Sir, that the 
circumflance of your being far remo\'ed from your 
brethren in the miniftrj^ and from the Chriflian focie-p 
ty which you have hitherto enjoyed, will render pecu-^ 
liar attention to this point neceffar}'. You have been 
accuflomed to the animating convcrfation, and the con- 
foling intercourfe, of Chriftian friends : But in the dif^ 
tant region to which you are going, you will b^ in ai 
great meafure cut off from thefe lources of improve* 
ment and confolation. The moft you can expeft from 
the objefts of your miffion, will be the kindnefs of fa- 
vage barbariftn, and occafional miniftrations to the 
wants of your body ; you can expeft to find no fpiritual 
helpers among them — no gracious heart that will an- 
fwer to your own, 2&face anfwereth to face in a glafs. In 
this fituation it will be your interefl and your duty to 
be more than ordinarily engaged in communing with 
God, and with your own heart — See that proper motives 
animate all your exertions, and direfl: all your labours 
— Guard equally againfl that felfi(h aftibition which 
may lead you aftray, and that criminal flotlf which v^ll 
tempt you to fhrink from the toils of your important 
embafly. Make it your daily fludy to live near to God, 
and to endure as feeing him who is iftvifib/e. Watch and 
pray thai you enter not into temptation. Seek after a con- 
tinual incrcafe oit\\i\x precioKs faith which raifes the foul 
more and more above the vanities and the'drfficulties of 
this world— Study to grow in that holy love which 
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Jiopeth all things^ believeth all things y and enduretk 
all things. Grow in grace^ and in the knowledge of your 
Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrijl* Thus may.youcxpe(^ 
to perform your arduous labours with comfort to your- 
felf, and with ufefulnefs to the fouls of men. 

In the fecond place. While you exercife a folicit- 
pus care over your own heart, fludy to deliver to the 
poor heathen the plain, genuine and unadorned gofpei 
of Chrift. We charge you before God, that you know 
nothing among them^ fave Jefus Ckrifly and him crucified. 
Neve^ fufFer yourfelf to fubftitute human devifes for 
the fimplicity of evangelical truth, Believe it, my bro- 
ther, if ever you fucceed in converting the heathen from 
fin to hoIine(s, and from Satan to the living God, it muft 
be by the pure gofpei of the Saviour. This is Xkvzfharp 
two-edged fword^ which pierceih even to the dividing afun^ 
der of foul andfpirit^ and of the joints md marrow ; and 
which difcerneth the thoughtr and intents of the heart. 
This is the weapon which is mighty through God, to the 
pulling dowu of fir ong holds ^ and which bringeth every 
thought into captivity to the obedience ofChrifi. Diligently 
endeavour, then, in your public preaching, and in your 
-private conferences, to imprefs upon their rude minds, that 
all have finned and comejhort of the glory of God — that by 
the works of the law no flefh living can be jufiified — that 
finners are jufiified j freely by God^s grace ^ through the re^ 
demption that is in Chrift Jefus — and that his blood cleanf 
ethfrom all fin. — Do not wafte your time in doting about 
queflions andjrifes of words ; or in difcuffing the fub- 
tilties of polemic divinity. Do not imagine that you 
will be able to remove all the objed:ions which the car- 
nal mind may make to evangelical truth ; and therefore 
do not dwell on thefe, but rather imitate the conduct 
of the apoflles, who infill much on the fall and depra* 
vity of man ; on the incarnation, the humiliation, the 
atonement, and the glory of Jefus Chrift. Endeavour 
often to give fimple and affef^ing recitals of his love, his 
fufferings, his d^ath, his refurredion, and his afcenfion 
Xq glory s ^nd the obligations we are under to the un- 
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fcarchable riches of his grace — ^Take every opportunity of 
impreffing thefe .truths on their minds ; deliver them / 
with plainnefs, with pungency, and with atFedion — . 
not in the enticing woids of mans wifdom^ but in demon-- 
Jiration of the fpirii and of power — ^And for this pur- 
pofe, \tt the fcriptures of truth be your daily fludy, and 
the great ftandard of yout preaching. This iacred vo- 
lume contains at once your commiilion and your in- 
ftrudtions — Keeping clofc to this, as the rule of your • 
miniftry, and livir^ near to the Lord Jefus, as the 
Captain of your falvation, you naay fafely truft him i(x 
the fruits of all your labours. 

Once n^ore. Let your example among the heathen 
correfpond with yqur preaching — let your converfation 
be a living comment on the pure gofpel, which you re- 
commend to them — teflify to them every day, that the 
religion which you preach has its proper effeft on your 
own heart and life — and thnt you are by grace yourfelf 
what you would perfuade them to be* If they fee you 
violating thofc precepts of uprightnefs, temperance, pu- ^ 
rity and univerfal holinefs, which, you will of courfe de- 
liver to them, it will difgrace your character and deftroy 
your ufefulnefs. An immoral minifter of the gofpel is 
every where an odious and a mifchievous charafter ; but 
an \mv[iqx2\miJJiouary^ an\inholy meffenger of falvation 
to the benighted heathen, is peculiarly odious, and 
is likely to be an hundred fold more mifchievous : For 
while the uncultivated favage is oftentimes flirewd and 
difcerning, and is foon (hocked with the inconfiftency 
of fuch a charafter, he is deprived of' thofe advantages, 
which, if enjoyed, might take away, in feme meafure, 
the force of fuch fatal example — and thus he '\% left to 
all its deftruftive influence — and is hereby .tempted to 
loathe and Ihun a religion which has fuch profeflbrs. Be 
careful then^.to walk worthy of your high calling, in all 
lowlinefs and meeknefs — letting yowr light fo Jhme befwe 
the heathen^ that they may fee your good works y and glorify 
your Father who is in heaven. 
. And here I would, m an efpecial mai>ner, enjout it 
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upon you, to exhibit to the favage tribes among whont 
you may labour, upon all occafions, that frank, open and 
difinterefted charadler, that is always impreffive, even 
on the minds of barbarians. Never give them caufe 
* to fufpeft you of mercenary motives, or of hidden and 
difengenuous defigns. All experience proves that the 
moment any thing of this kind is difcovered, your in- 
fluence will be at an end. Let your diligence, your 
izeal, your felf-deiiial and mortification to the world, 
convince them, that youjeek not theirs, iut them — 
that the governing end of all your labours is to promote 
their temporal and eternal happinefs. Accommodate 
yourfelf, as far as the purity of the gofpel will admit, to 
thjiir cuftoms and their prejudices — ^and let your apofto- 
lic zeal be tempered with that apoftolic prudence, which 
became 4ill things to all men^ that he might gain fome* Be 
wife as a Jerpent^ and harmlefs as a dove. 

In a word, my dear brother, you have everj^ reafon to 
expeft that you will meet *ith many trials, and even 
>|brmidable difficulties. You will have to contend with 
the perils of the wildernefs, and with the numerous in- 
conveniences of barbarous life. You will have to en- 
counter the obftacles arifingfrom the ferocious temper, 
the roving difpofition, the fuperftitious prejudices, and 
the profound ignorance of the heathea tribes to which 
you are going. In addition to the numerous difcourage- 
ments which ordinarily befet the ambaffador of Chrift, 
you will have many peculiar to your fituation as a mif- 
fionary among the heathen. Thefe are confiderations 
which, wtrr^ there nothing to counterbalance them, 
would ^ppji} .the ftouteft heart. 

But let none of thefe things move you. Remember the 
divine comiifSffion, Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the gofpel to evhy Creature, And remember the gracious 
promife with which it was accompanied — " Lo I am 
with you alway, even unto the end of the worlds Go in 
the name, and in the ftrength, therefore, of the mighty 
God of Jacob ! Endure- hardnefs as a goodfoldier of Jefus 
Ghrifl. Count not even your life dear unto you, tkaty^u 
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mayfinijh your courfe with joy^ and fuccefsfuUy accom- 
pliih the great ends of the miniftry you have received 
from the Lord Jefus* Happy and honoured indeed will 
you be, if God ihould make you an infbument of haf- 
tening on the glorious period, when the defen Jhall re- . 
joice and blo£hm as the rofe — when thofe who are afar off 
Jhall be brought nigh by the blood of Chriji — when the hea-- 
thenjhall be given to him for an inheritance y and the utter- 
moji parts of the earth for a poJeJ^on'^2ind when all tif. 
ends of the earth Jhall fee the falvation of our God. Go 
in peace ! May you have grace to be faithful linto deiith ! 
and when the chief Shepherd Jhall appear y may you receive 
a crown of glory thatfadeth not away ! Amen. 



Pajloral Letter from the General Affembly of the Vrejbyte- 
,rian Church in the United States of America to the 
Churches under their ccA'ei 

\ 

Dear Friends^ and Brethren^ 

BEING, by the favour of Divine Providence, con- 
ftitutionally convened, in General Affembly, for 
the purpofe of deliberating upon thofe affairs which re- 
Ipeft the welfare and intereft of that branch of Chrift's 
church more immediately under our care and fuperin^- 
tendance, and having made particular inquiry into the 
prefent date of the religious focieties and churches with- 
in our limits, and of practical religbn a^iong them, to- 
gether with the probable means of promoting the prof- 
perity, and increafing the fpirit and power bf vital piety 
and godlinefs throughout our country;^ we efteem it 
our duty to communicate to you the *efult of our in- 
quiries and deliberations on thefe important fubjefts; 
to fu^eft to you thofe duties which we fuppofe parti- 
cularly incumbent on you, and fuch confiderations as 
may feem beft calculated, in a proper manner, to affedt 
and influence you^ .. .'. 
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difchargc of all parochial duties. Let thofe who are en- 
truftcd with the government of the church, faithfully 
exercife its wholelome difcipline* Let 'the people be 
confcientious in regarding the inftitutions of Chrift. 

Let heads of families be careful to inftrud their chil- 
dren, and thofe committed to their care, in the great 
principles of our holy religion. Let their morning and 
evening lacrifices be daily offered up, in their families, 
to God. Let them make confcicnce of fecret duties. 

' Let all figh and mourn for the prevailing abominations j 
and for the concern which they have had in provoking 

*^the life-giving fpirit of God to fufpend, and withdraw 
his gracious influences in fo great a degree from the 
chiirches. Let thofe who fear the Lord, fpeak often 

'one to another. Let them individually, and in a focial 
capacity, importune the throne of grace, and, according 
to his own graaous and tondefcending language, give 
God no reft, until he appear in his glory, and build up 

Zion. 

How happy would it be, to fee finners flocking unto 

Jefus as a cloud, and as doves into their windows ? To 
•hdar many inquiring the way to Zion, with their faces 

thitherward ? To hear believers tell what God had done 
tfor their fouls ? Exprcfling, as they are able, the glories 

of the Redeemer, Jefus; the fweetnefs of redeeming 
'love, their gloryings in the crofs of Chrift, and their fcrip- 

tural confidence of a happy immortality ; and to fee 
>them adorning the doftrinc of God our Saviour in all 

things ? O glorious fight, when the church " fliall look 
^^ forth as the morning ; fair as the moon; clear as the 

** fun, and terrible as an army with banners; when the 
» •< righteoufneis thereof fliall go forth as brightnefs, and 

" the falvation thereof as a lamp that burneth ; and 

•* when all ends of the earth fliall fee the falvation 

« of our God!" 
Chriftian friends and brethren, be not difcouragcd, 

your Redeemer liveth. The triumphing of the wicked 

is fliort, ^Glorious things are fpoken of Zion, the city 

of our God. Faithful is he who has promifed. Be not 
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ye then flothful in bufinefsy biat fervent in fjwrit, ferv- 
iog the Lord. Let the love of Chrift eonftraio you to 
Kve, not unto yourfelves, but unto him: who diedfdr- 
you, and rofe again. Realize the eye of God continu- 
ally upon you, and his prefence continually with you. 
Realize and improve the fufficiency of grace promifed 
you by your Redeemer. Realize the (hortnete of your 
pilgrimage ftate. Realize that blefled hope, the glori- 
ous appearance of the great God, and our -Saviour Jc- 
fus Chrift, • Realize the tranfient, nature of all timen 

r 

things^ and the fiibftantial and permanent bleffings of 
the heavenly world. Realize that exceeding and eter- 
nal weight of glory, that fukie(s of joy which is in the 
prefence of God,. and thofe pleafures which are at hi^ 
right hand forever more. Sure we are thefe confidcr^- 
tions are fufficient to animate you in the difcharge^pf 
every duty, to fupport and comfort yetu under every, fuf-^ 
fering, to enable you to refift tempfation, to mortify 
your corruption, to overcome the world, and to triumph 
over death, your laft enemy, ._ 

Shortly (hall an entrance be mintdered.abujida^tly,. 
to every fincere and bumble follower of Chrift, into, his 
everlafting kingdom, where they (hall unite with all the 
redeemed, in (inging the fong of MoCes, the fervant of 
God, and the fongof the J-amb, " Unto him that.loved 
** us, and wa(hed us frohi our (}ns in his, own blood,, 
and hath made us kings and pri^fts unto God' and his 
father, be glory and dominion for ever and ever." 






ExtraB of a Letter from the Reverend Seth IViUiJlon^ to 
C. Davis y dated Ontario County ^ State of Nezu- York^^ 
April li), 1799. 

Dear Sir, • 

I WISH to communicate to you, and through youc 
Magazine, to the friends of religion, fome accQunt 
ot the late upbuilding of Zion in this- part of the land; 
God has remembered us in our low eftate. He has foU 
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lowed us with the choice bleffings of his grace. We hear 
glorious news from many towns in New-England ; and 
we are ready to fay, that Jehovah is not the God of 
New-England only; he is alfo the God of this defert. 
There has been a very pleafing attention to the one thing 
needfuly. in fevcral focieties in this county, during the 
winter, and it ftill continues. The fcrioufncfs began, I 
believe, at Palmyra, a town which is fituated about fif- 
teen miles north from Canandarqua, where feveral have 
hopefully been brought toChrift. 

At Briftol and Bloomfield, there has been, and ftill 
is, a moft folcmn attention to the concerns of eternity* 
Bloomfield is a lai^e town ; it contains three congrega- 
tional focieties: the awakening has prevailed in them 
all. In one of thefe fociteties, where they have lately 
fettled a minifter, the awakening is now very much upon 
the increafe. The youth and children feem to be roufed 
up to inquire, IVhat muji we do to be faved? Some of 
them are evidently convinced of the depravity of their 
Jiearts, In Briftol, the work feems to have a new fpring. 
In that place, I believe, there are.. as many as twenty 
perfons who have lately obtained a hope of their faving 
acquaintance with Chrift. In the /everal places in this 
neighbourliood, where the work of God is going on, 
there are probably about fixty whofe hearts, we hope, 
are renewed ; and many who have no hope in Chrift, 
are pretty fully convinced, that they are in a deplorable 
ftate without religion. There are fome other towns in 
the vicinity, where there is more than a ufual attention 
paid to religious matters. A few drops from the cloud 
of glory haye fallen upon Pittftown. At Charleftown, 
the "people are quite defirous of hearing the word 
preached ; and what is very encouraging to the friends 
of religion in this quarter, there is a very pleafing and 
uncommon attention to public worfliip in Canandar- 
qua, the capital of this county, and one of the moft 
flouriftiipg tovAs in all the weftern part of the State. 
The people generally attend public worfliip, and when 
prefent, they apparently give a folemn attention to 
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Ifliat which is fpoken by the preacher. They have had 
a worthy young candidate with them for fix months 
paft, who has been an inftrument of much good in the 
county. It is their wiih to cftablilh a minifter among 
them. In Canandarqua there are a few individuals 
whofe minds are anxious about futurity. 

The fpixit began to be evidently poured out upon 
Briftol and Bloomfield about the beginning of the 
year. The preaching of thegofpel, and the attending 
upon conference meetings, appear to have been the 
principal means, which the fpirit has made ufe of to be- 
gin and carry on the "good work. There has been a re- 
markable attention paid to public inftruftion, not only 
upon the Sabbath, but alfo upon week days. It has 
been difficult, during the winter, to get places large 
enough to siccommodate, or even contain the people 
who have come together to hear iomething about Jefus 
and his falvation. It feemed as if there was fcarcely 
any body at liome, who could poffibly get to meeting. 
Once I faw about 400 people aliembled at one place. 
When at the place of worlhip, there is a very folemn 
attention paid to the preaching. The countenances of 
many lliow how anxioos their minds are to know how 
they may flee from the wrath to come. In fome places, 
there are certsun charafters who make light of thefe 
things, and endeavour to bring the work into contempt ; 
but this does not prevent the Captain of our lalvation 
from going on with his infinitely benevolent defigns. 
Sometimes thefe oppofers are fome of them made to 
bow before Immahuel, God with us. There are fome 
pretty remarkable inftance? of the fovereignty of grace. 
Among the trophies of divine grace, there is one who 
had been a deift for, I believe, about fixtcen years, and 
who had, with all his ability, oppofed the gofj^l. He 
now appears to fit, like a little child, at the feet of Je- 
fus. He admires free grace, and wonders that God 
(hould even let fuch a creature as be have one fingle re- 
flfdtion about things of fuch* importance. The awaken- 
ing among us is very free from noife and wildnefs. Con- 
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viftions, in general, are pretty clear, and the fuppofed 
converfions are not of the vifionary kind. The doc- 
trines which God makes ufc of to awaken and convince 
finners among us, are thofe which are commonly dif- 
tinguilhed by Calviniftic doftrines. 

T&ere is a great call for preachers in this county and 
in the other weftern counties of this State. There are 
fcarceJy any fettled minifters in all this extenfive, flou- 
rilhing, and growing country. Surely any one who has 
journeyed through this part of the land may fay, The' 
karvejl is plenteous^ but the labourers are few j and if he 
has a foul akin to the bleffed Jefus, he will add, by way 
of addrefs to thofe who love prayer. Pray ye therefore^ 
the Lord of the harveft^ that he will fend forth labourers* 
into his harveji. 

I have lately heard from Aurelius, in Onondaga 
county, that the fpirit of God is poured out upon one 
part of that town. I hope you will take pains to give the 
public, or thofe who jpad your Magazine, all the infor- 
mation you can with regard to the ftate of religion in this 
day of the uncommon Ihedding down of divine influence. 



State of Religion in Wafldngton County^ Pemifylvania ; in 
a Letter to the Publijlievy dated May i, 1799* 

Sir, 

RELIGION feeci^ to have been in a more flourifti- 
ing ftate in this' weftern country for fix months 
paft, than it has been for fame years; particularly in 
the congregations of the Rev, John Brice;* where there 
were a number awakened laft fall to a ferious concern 
about their fouls. This awakening incrcafed through 

* Xhe people who compose our congregations, are generally scat- 
tered over such an extent of territory, that very few single congre- 
gations are able to support the gospel constantly among them. To 
remedy this evil, one minister frequently takes the charge of two, 
and sometimes three congregations; their places of preaching belhg 
as muchasciglit or ten miles distant from each other. 
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the winter, fo that they had very frequent weekly meet- 
ings, efpecially at night. A number have given very 
comfortable evidences of a faving change > and many 
more are under deep con vid: ions ; fo that there arc but 
few families in either of his congregations, that have 
not fijme perfons under ferious exercifc. 

AJfo in the congregations of the Rev. James Hughes 
there is at prefent a confiderable awakening, efpecially 
among the young people. 

Alfo in the congregations of the Rev. John M'Mil- 
lin there arc fome very encouraging appearances of late. 
Some convi Aions have lately appeared among the fcho- 
lars in Cannonfburgli academy. But efpeciaHy in the 
neighbourhood of this academy, in a houfe where one of 
the fcholars died lau: winter in triumphs of joy, there 
have been fome very evident tokens of the ftrivings of 
the fpirit. This death feenjed tft alarm the young peo- 
ple, and make fome folemn impreffions on their minds. 
This led the people to requeft aibrmon to be preached 
at the hotife, which was granted them on a Sabbath 
evening, to a large affembly of people. This, together 
with other fermons delivered there, have been attended 
with the mighty power of God, fo that many who were 
prefent, were conftrained to fay, " Of a truth God is 
••' amongft us." Laft Wednefday night was a time in 
which there were fignal dilplays of the power of grace 
among them. 

But that which appears to b^ the moft remarkable is 
in a new fettlement on the weft fi^e of the Ohio river, 
between the waters erf the Little and Big Beaver, about 
forty miles north- weft of T*ittft>urgb. It is only three 
years laft February, fince the firft inhabitants fettled 
there. The revival began about the firft of Noveiftber, 
1 798, under the preaching of Mr. Thomas Hughes, a 
candidate for the gofpel miniftry, who has fince accepted 
a call from them, and is to be ordained their paftorand 
teacher next Auguft. A confiderable number of young 
pisople were awakened at the time of his firft preaching 
among them. The week following,^ the Rev. Jofej)h 
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Patterfon preached among them, and a number more 
were awakened. Thelb continued in great diftrefs of 
mind alDOut fix weeks, before any of them obtained re- 
lief. The firft who received comfort was a yoyng per- 
fon, whofe diftrefs had been Angularly .great, even bor- 
dering on defpair. She could find no reft, being preffed 
down under a deep fenfe of her guilt and undone fitua- 
tion by nature. She was fometimcs heard in her fleep 
crying out in a very awful manner, Eternity ! Eternity ] 
Eternity ! But the Lord wrought deliverance for her 
foul. The day in which flie obtained comfort, was a 
very afFefting day in her father's family. She called on 
her parents to praife the Lord for what he had done 
for her foul. She invited her little fifters to come to 
Chrift,and told them that he was a glorious perfon, and 
that there was enough in him for them all, if they 
would only come. Her change affefted them much. 
They gathered about her crying, and told her they were 
unworthy to be called her fifters. She told them (lie 
loved them better than ever Ihe did before : but replied, 
that ftie felt a love for the people of God that flie could 
not feel for them. 

Shortly after, another young perfon in the neighbour- 
hood obtained relief in the fame remarkable manner. 
After this, the work appeared rather to decline forfome 
time, and the pious in that place were afraid that no 
more were to be brought in. But the Lord had mercy 
in ftore for them. On a certain^vveek-day, when met 
in fociety, the Lord appeared among them by the power- 
ful influence of his Ipirit. An unufual folemnity ap- 
peared among the young people through the exercifes 
of the day. After the ufual exercifes of the fociety were 
over, fome converfation took place among them, par- 
ticularly by fome experienced Chriftians, -about the ne- 
ceffity of fpeedily making fure of an intereft in Chrift. 
The young people were foon much aiFefted, and we 
can fay nothing elfc of it, than that it appeared as 
though the power of God was prefent, and bore down 
all before it. In a little while, inccflant cries for mercy 



stbd falvition ^rc heaiH' in Wcry cx)raer 6f the hbufe. 
Every individual feemed concerned for himfelfj and the' 
ufliverfal ciy was, ** Lord hdvc metcy tipon tt*c a pbor 
« iinner \ what fliall I d© t?o be favcd ?" In thiifituation 
they ^remained, artd wheii evening came, Aone of the 
young people woold leave th^ houfe, but continued all 
nlight together in their diftrefe. In about three days^ 
one of the young people lAet ^ith relief j and it is hoped, 
got a faving view of thfeWay of falvation through Chrift. 
Trtie day following, he^toM his young friends, and the 
children bt &hooU what the Lord had done fic^ his fouL' 
This pchewcd their conviAion, fo that all the chil- 
dren 'of ofK5 family went home frofn fchool, crying for 
mfcrcy, iind begging of their pious parents to tell them 
what iheyinuft do to get an intereft in Chrift. The 
father, it therequeft othis children, went and requefted 
a pious neighbour to come and fee hi^ dlftreli^d chil- 
dren, that' he might coiiverfe an^pfay with theW. The 
children of this neighbour were in much the fame fitu- 
ation. Tliey afl immediately propofed to go with their 
fatherto fee their little diflirefred neighbours 1 and when 
the children of the two families met, thtre is no fuch 
thing as >de(cribing their difttefs-^ About twelve or four- 
teen in nuitiber, all in the greateft agonies d (bul, cry- 
ing in a more diflreffing manner than tf their parents 
had been murdered before their eyes ! Thus they re- 
mained till towards midnight;* when the Lord began to 
work falvation for tliem ; and, to all appearance, as far 
as we can judge in fuch cafes, eight of them were en- 
abled that night to clofe the happy match with Chrifly 
and take him for their Lord and portion. Then their 
joy wis unfpeakably grcir. They called on their pa- 
rents, and on one another, to praife the Lord, that fuch 
great finners were made partakers of falvation, and fre- 
quently obferved, that Chrift was a glorious Saviour, 
and that the*e was enough in him for all the world, if 
they wctokl Only come to him. Since that time they 
have given, ftill ftronger evidences, by their life and con- 
VoL. I. No. I. F 
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verfati0n,that it was^a true andifavirtg change' tiicy rttcft 

Th^ n6Kt evening they met'itt fociety^jwid. that night 
wasj.'iBWh lik^ thefprmer^' fQw* mdre were /hopefSly 
brpjugbt.to Ghrift. They h^d^mAuy other' f«cih remark- 
able^ jfligh^s and; days, but I forbear nlontioaitig particu- 
lars. This; 'gloriottsi work w^nlj.On &> rapiclly., that about 
twenty^ wefp :hq)efully brought t<)| Ghrift.in the fpace of 
four weeks. A.number of aged perfons have bcenimade 
the fubje(5ts of . this work ; but it began, a«d was chiefly 
carried; oajforfome tipie. among thf3 young people, atXMt: 
twenty yeaW olfj andrdownward 5 a number of them- are 
children between (even and ten year^ old^and one about 
jGx. This laft is a very i'en:>arkable chhld > jfhcfeenis ta 
have a great figjbt and fenfe of fin, and the deoFavity .Of 
hcrnatiire,. y^t; often fertfible m4nif(Sftatioos:Oi tfee.k>Yc 
of Chri ft ; . She often exprefles a will ingoeft ,- 1«J fonie- . 
timers a defire to die, «nd l^ave.her parents and .all her 
friends, that fhe maygoai^be with'Jefu^.: On a cer- 
tain day,, cpming from. fociety, fhq.faid^ ", OiYiamma, 
this, is tbeprettieft day that 1 eyer faiw ; Ithiokthisis 
very like that pretty day that is coming/'- Beinjga&ed* 
what day file meant? She refrfied, ** the jV<iy^/W^^ 
** m^nt. This (fays Ihe,) will be a f)retty.day to ail thofe 
^^ that love Chrili, b^it a dreadful day to thofe that have 
".noGQd." : ,t 

. The young people have. a prayipg fociety, in which 
they meet every Thurfday evening, anfl a large number 
attend. Therb is an Enghlb fcbool taught in, the neigh-* 
bourhoods and all the children in the Ichool have been 
fcripufly exercifed about their fouls. And now about 
two thirds of the fcholars are hopefully pious,c.and on 
their way to glOry! For. three iiwnths paft> there has 
appeared in them nodifpofitionto play, even in leifure 
hours, though under no r^-ftraint from their teacher. 
Their intervals are fpent in talking about Chriil and 
falvation, or reading and.finging hymns,or going tothe 
woods i{i little companies to pray. Nothipg feems to 



riiMrate'tI)^f6 children vs^oe^ tiiad to talk to thejn about 
deai^b and > a future judgmfenr. . . • 
■I This bleffed w<»k gi Gcid- has fpread bvcr a confider^ 
able ext^t ia that ntw country i it peachjas from the' 
Ohio mcf about tfmstity miles vp the Bi^ Beaver.— * 
About forty. peifohs'hi^^^giveii (XfmTpitaUe evidenoes:o£ 
anhorbughcbange^f-heartvi A number of pmying focie* 
tjic9 have: bden laiely iet^upV in on^ place it has cdmtf 
oirer the Ohio 4-ive^, Undfeeros t^ fpfreod throtigh tho 
old fettlement^ in>a ^obngregation tailed M iil-cre^. ' Att 
tbefe are wrthiii the' boumls of the Ohio PreCbytefy.*-^ 
O that.the;gli(My tof Oodiriay fill all tbe earth, and thab 
the happy da^siwljkh be Ims pix>n(ii(ed his church, raight 
ibon come on, *^ when aU IhaU kngw the Lord, mai 
l^tfaeieaftuntotha^ryatteft!'' i ^ J , , .rr. 
JuHi 18. r\yithin thefe few dayB^ I'heiarvthat th^ 
awakeioiig in the Rer. Mr. Brice's congregatioij is 
lOttcte iticreaied. That there is fomerhitigof the famd 
glorious work going on in the congregations under thd 
care of the Rev, Mr. Patterfon. Lately there have been 
fome favourable appearances among the young people of 
spy charge. A number appear to be deeply imprefled 
with a folemn ieiife of* their fin and danger, and {omit 
few have conxe.fprward to the Lord's table for the firfi: 
(time. 
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ExtraR:ofM Letter from a Ctergym^n iniVafliin^tonXottn- 
ty^ Pemfyivaniay to a Perjon in Pidtadeiphia^- dnted 
Qanon/hurg, April z^^ lygg. '^ i:)).;. 

IN the laft winter, and efpcdally thte f{)ring, there 
have appeared, in various parts of this wcftern coun- 
try, more.eJScfts of the power of God's fpirit, working 
on the hearts of finners, and quickening his^people, thari 
for many years pail. On Big Beaver, and betweeh the 
Beafvere (names of large creeks weft of Ohio), - there is, 
I believe, without doubt, a very extenfiveand powerful 
work of God, which I hojie has brought many fouls to 
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OanSt. It Was b^n undcfc tbe.prQacIimg.<^Mr Tfads 
mas Hughes, and carried qq bytho.miniitry ofvaiiouS) 
infliruments. . Mr^ Hnghtsihad ai;cepted a.caU toi fhe 
poftoral charge of that peofdc. . Io< Mr, .Brice'^xofigrck 
gations^: the v/ork of Godiia .exteofif e ^nd powcifuL X 
Sim informed,, that thAre,9fe/[)ot.fiite.faittilje$ uilder hidi 
charge, without awakmed ilnaerfii, t>f comfcffted coa^. 
Terts* In Chartiers, and thQ academy of Cin^mibutg** 
many are foUmnily. awjakooed^ . i^ad , fome « beginning txk 
^peak with cuew tongues, . it much^refeijnblts a predoxi^ 
period that wis enjoyed here abouf feVenteth. years aga: 
On Mill-grcek» aiid down the river. (Qiwo)^ ion botfo 
£des, numbers iare cryiagi . what: tbey (hail do to bb 
&yed, and earmeftly inquiring: for^t he means of gracd 
In my congregations, though ftiU: lamentably languid; 
thicre have been' a number hopd^ully brought to Chnft, 
in the laft winter, and fpring, . «f^ciaUy m ^Qntjifc-A 
congregation^ where there appears, of late^.fooiei attont 
tion to the one thing needful*. 






Extras of a Letter from a Clexgyman in ConneHicuty dated 

HarwintoHy March ^i^ i799' -^ 






Sir, 

"TTTEhave a mod glorious time here, andintho 
VV neigl:\bburing towns. The tmpreflion is-vcry 
general in m^Jl^y towns, and confiderable — in more .than 
forty. After an incrcafing folemnity for fcveii or 
eight weeks, the fpirit of God cam? among us in this 
place in. a yerjt /extraordinary manner. We number 
about thirty, converts in lefs than fix weeks. The woix 
in every place wears the fame complexion. .A plain dc- 
monftratiop of olivine power— mucli acquaintance with 
the corruptiQn of the heart—humble fubmiffion, at- 
tended with no cjithufiafm, diibrder, or confufion. Re- 
lief frooi d.iftfpfs takes place with the fubmiffion — and 
generally^ the /qui is feafted with views of the diviacxhat 



laiS^rfor fevcval dap bdfibre ^ i rixifpe^ is^ obtaioed.^ 

]n»rd off i^aby wock fiiure 4ibr<ky3 d&tAieapofiie^;' and 
What 191 TmtiakaiUr,iJ(»eiy inncf cdmtes, oqt!t)n the/truA 

1^. boen: ilrdngljr oj|)pbled Iq ifc^ add iM^me^^ifihlftit 
aayf thuigi boing' &id to tAetoiJ B^ iii^matibb^^iyeal 
GQtbvi&iQn jncrcaIkslJin'eveif.town.t;thtts ii ^liie caifld hret«^ 
and our glorious Lord will, I believe, yet obtinrl:i>ioit; 
tfopbieft of{ bis vi^rious gracsi ' v ' 1 write, in haft^X^ flhc 
demand foc^iaboa^tis.fuab, ^thatjxfln'&ttftnd hovcodji^ 
Hibn ibufinieis whateveri; .^vtbc fe^ecair psrtsr^^of thk 
fawner there lai^ fix'imeetirfgs.for-conforeace iii{|'>f^aferj 
xegdlirly obfevycd'every> weeJDy befidef k>be oritwo> mbcit 
general at the sqeeting^hbuie; • I ha/ri^.thtce^ leduresthis 
wedc, befide&.tbe cdnceu of {ihpaye^ bo Xueid^; J If 15 
fcmarkabk^ tliat ibis . work: is cdnfined ' almou ) exihi-> 
ftvely ta fuch .foioie^ies: as vhavei <obfeirved the pohcett of 
prayer. ''-- ■.'.■>..' :.•> It'' oiv.: < ..: ^8r:{:'':i'J.r. 

X ' Irtboiogbt you; ukaM be glad toiiar^' a|ftiet<t[i ;oJF th^ 
abbve/ Excufe the /broken maimsriin tvbldli^siiltava 
wrote.- '•-.. ' :• - ■':!'■ ^''m' o.^i ', /i.rM:.- \ 

. M Bi By .af)fftty accurate >dlichatl6n,4:h>erei)ax^ 
bomto Gpdiiri fcAir modti)s pall^ in the (evet^H t4wn&^ 
ioore than onrtbdkfand foulsi jOne^t&kas reftiatk ; ini '4bi$ 
place iinore thaivxwo' thirds iave youttg otdrfied '^ecl^Iei 
and iciifnticb:ib mother places;;' but the{)fofp^fno^ 
isofabfllrveftafi^outh in fchisidaie. ' - ■'} i-^ ' / 

ft , . * X \ \ ' ' ' ' > '•'/ 
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Uxt^'oS^f ^A^ Letter Jfwn tJtgiRev. Afa Suri&n; ^ V^r* 
mdH^ daiidT'hetfordy July 6, 1799. * ^ 

Dkar Sir> 

YOUR letter of June 1 8th, arrived yefterday. As 
It is^your earneft defire tp be favoured with reli- 
j . gious intelligence as early as poflible,' 1 fit down to c©iii- 

' ply with your tequeft^ ladeed^ it is very d^firsible that 
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aUievivaJs otreit^km (hoiild have a< pftace in yourMt^t 
gaizioic. . For i^c\^ intelli^nce iQufl: b^ ^ great Cource of 
the Qveeteflr joy to the fi^iends o£ Zidn, andiexcice them, 
to mrneil prayer, that God woukl come duwo 'in di-* 
ytn^ iofltbdtices^ as Qiowers npon the ; mown grafs, and 
water every pact of our dry and thi rfty land. J For manyt 
years.dtvine grace has not been, I believe,, fo wonder^ 
lullyi difplaycd in ihjs converfion.of finners^ ^as dt the 
prcfcntday, ^ 

' In Tbetford, an attention to the great things: of r&« 
ligion ftill continues/ and .this is the third year fince 
its commencement. Arvccy promiling revival of ndi» 
gion began lail: winter, at Ndwbury, Vermont,, t ami 
itill continues with increaUng purity, and power. Thene 
is aliba ^at attentiori to religion in a part of Chelfea, 
Tubbodge, Bethd, aod BrookAeld, towns adjacent; to 
each other in Vermont. : Xhis^worJc is not, in fomere*^ 
fpedts, fo pure, fo free fix)mimaginary«ideas, and animal 
afFeftions, as thofe which prevail in other parts. Thq 
wonderful' difplays of divine giiacelreve lately bcguain 
a pairtpf Hanover and Norwich, Vermont, which ilill 
profper. There has alfo been a great fpiritual (howei? 
on the <hhab1t9At$ of'Corniib, Neirport,- Meridon^ 
and Lehanoni in NewrHamplhit^e. With refpedt to:thd 
Teligious rt^viv^ at Bcnnbgton> 3haftfl»itryi and towns 
in tbat.vicinity, yo^'will or have received .better infonn- 
ation tlian I am able to give. . So alfo with refpedb to the 
revival and fpread of the. work of Giadinthe PrOf* 
vince of Maine, Maffachufetts, where, I am informed, 
it prevails for an hundred and fifty miles in length, and 
is daily increafing. But particulars refpefling this work, 
I h<?pi& you will receive from thofe who Jive where... it 
prevails. .Of the revivals in Berklhire coyoty, Maffa^ 
chufetts, and in Hartf«rd, and other towns in Con- 
nefticut, you will undoubtedly receive information from 
^ntlemen in thofe parts. •. • ' « 

When fuch glad tidings are founi^iog in our ears from 
{b many places, how ought our hearts to rejoice in the 
profp^tity of ZioA, awl enkiwdle in every bcart,iriendly 
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to the caufc ,qf God, a fpirit of eameft and ktvtni 
prayer to die Almighty, to gtotify the richer of his gtacei 
m every part of out kiid, andthrou^ the world. 

Further portiqilars refpefting die revivals mentioned,' 
I will fetouir you.'with asi foonas I can obtain thetn„ 
with fomc renartes/ perhaps^ on the genuiiV^iefs of a 
work of God. The revivals inihefe partk have beeir 
bcrcafing and fprcadirg for this yeat paft. ; '■/ ' 
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ExtraEt of a Letter from a Gentleman in iVhiteJlown^' 

dated July \z^ I J^^. \ • '■' =' ' 

WE have bereajvJ there traces of the fpirit df God, 
operating on the minds of finners. Several- pro- 
fcfled detfts, in a neighfaduiing town, who wire men of 
ienfeandiiji&nhation/faavse opeinly difavowed their dejf- 
tical fentiinents, and publicly confeffed' their beHef in 
Chrifl. lliefe may be ranked amoiig the ftrdngcft 
«ridences in &vour of !Cbriftianity !• ' 



* »*' 






xThe following Communication was deftgnedfor inferitonin 
the Theological Magazine. Although it is not of a ikty 
recent date^ the Publijher of the prejent work deems it 
worthy of a place here. ' . 

As we take your Magazine in this town, we think 
proper to exprefs the. pleafure we have received 
m attending to the revivals of religion, in the various 
parts of the world, which you have taken notice of. 
Though fomc of them, in the modes and forms cf wor^ 
jDiip, differ from us, yet, from their defcriptions of th^ 
mature of the work, we are ready to think they haw 
drank into the fame fjbirit- Having feen confidemble 
c(incem of foul, and engagednefs in divine things, 
whrich,we truft^iiave been excited and carried on by the 
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H<^y: ^p^^ ib tfefs: t^ai diyd its. iwdhiSyj, 3kc wereiodfc 
tq coQjc;|uije, that A. fildr^'eed^a^iVQ.khowibc^K^cif it 
might .Jf^iv^ the heart&\o£>ibnie of the <dca»«K|irkbtni of 
Gcd{i ;^ti^wf>jpm wo(ii'^'iiot.p0i£mall)r iacqisamtedi : 
' pt^rft^i^JpArit 0f .ycrvo- »Magaizine,iiffe truft ikd.apo^ 
logjr, is ^i^epfifi&iy fofraur prefentingTbu.an account: of 
^; wgd^. pf jthe Locd, though the fubjeftix)f Xt are ofw 
different perfu^on ito\xi ^xssaSt . ofyotir it^rrefpohdoiits; 
Being Calviniftic Baptiils, you will reacfily fuppofe, we 
find the dodrines of the gofpelj which you prelent to 
view, agreeing, in general^ with our own religious fen- 
timent8;.\ Thefe are the dodriiies.wfefcb havdbeeii 
preached among us> and, which, thmugh the agency of 
the good fpirit, have been bleffed to many poor dying 
fouls.. Rr^violifijrtQthfiyeai: i.793i'tberdwas.ha fijittcir 
in this towA (tbougfi a few individuals had becom^ 2gc- 
quaiiikid^^th Ircligioni ^^od jomed to a . h^ghbouring^ 
church). '^ this fitbe,.ibc concetnibr.tbe fiml becakne 
a fi:^e<% of a^tteatioa. Mahy were led (o mquirey wh»i: 
tbeyihai)ld cio|to be &v£d. Not only 'the aged and> 
middle s^ed, t)ut the* youth. land little children, Wepe 
fenfibly affedted with their loft and undone ftate, and 
have fince, many of theniy^fo&fied their faith in Chrift^ 
been baptized, and adorn the doArine of God their 
Saviour. \ ' \ 

The fame fpirit whkh began the work, has carried it 
on, tUt the number is .now iiicreafed to eighty-^four. 
Though many complain of coldneTs and hardncfa of 
heart, yet we can witnefs that the Lord is ftill among 
us. He fulfils his promif^' that where two or thite Are 
gather^ together in his name, he will be in the midft of 
them. It is plealing to fee the ardor and fervency ma- 
nifefted, io different from our fituation formeriy. In 
the couife of the lad winter, religious meetings were fre- 

«iiti as wdl on week days as on the Sabbath. Na 
aclcs \yould prevent attendance. There! was an un- 
il folcmnity ; and but few inftances occurred, when 
fome new fuiye£ls did not prefent themfelves to dedare 
what God had done for their fouls. Such fwcet refreih** 
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ing fcafoilS teftified the blcffed prcfencc of the Re* 
deemer. 

Though we have been thus particular in noticing the 
gooid haad of the Lord, in this place, becaufe his ope- 
rations have been more particularly under our eye -, yet, 
with our brethren in a neighbouring town, the work 
has been more extenfive, and the fubjedts more multi- 
plied: At Bowdoin, the lad year, the out pouring of 
the fpirit was remarkable. Such univerfal attention is 
ieldom feen : and the effe^s have not dilappointed the 
mdfl fanguine calculation. More than a hundred, ia 
the judgment of charity, have become fincere converts* 
They feemed, as was alfo the cafe with us, firft to be 
made fenfible of their entire depravity and oppofition to 
God by nature, their utter inability to help themfelves, 
and the juftice of their final condemnation ; and tfaen 
experiencied fwect relifef by the application of the blood 
of an all-fuffident Saviour to their foufe. They felt thift 
to be the work of God, and were compelled to 6iy,— -^ 
^< Not unto us, not unto us, but unto thy name give 
•* glory." The work has, in both dafes, been happily 
exempted from the confuiion and difordcr^ which iome'> 
times, to the difpafageitient of religion, attend nevival^ 
of this kind. The caufe of the operation tnight be 
termed' *< a ftill ihiall voice -" and the eSbAs (hew it to 
be the vijice of God. The fubjeAs are eftabliihed and 
unfhalcen in the faith. 

Thus has God appeared for us, and we deiire all the 
glory may be given to his name. When he works, who 
(hall let it? . When the goings of the Lorti are among 
us, we have only to (land ftill, and fee his lalvation* 
How refrefhing to the thirfty foul are ftreams from the 
river of God ! May we all be led by tie/e, to the foun- 
tain of living waters, where we (hall never thirft anf 
more, nor the fun light on us, nor any heat j and where 
God fhall wipe away all tears from our eyes. 

Greene, (Difiri^ of Maine) yNw.'^o, iyg9, .. . 
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T/ie Plan far Social Prayer, adopted January 1 8, . 1 79S;. 
by the Dire£iars of the New- York MiJJionary Society. 

• ••' .1. . ' ' . 

" I. rX^HAT the fccondWednefday evening of every^ 
\^ month, beginning at candle-lighty.be ob- 
fcrved,tromFebniary next, by the Members -of this So- 
ciety,, and all who are willing to join with them, for the 
purpofc of offering up their prayers and fupplicatioqs toj 
the God of grace, that he would be pleafed to pour out 
his Spirit on his Church, and fend his.gofpel to ^11 na- 
tions; and that he would fucceed the endeavours' of this 
Society, and all Societies inftituted on the faoie' princi- 
ples, and for the fame ends. 

" 2. That thefe evenings of .prayer be obferved in 
rotation, in the Churches of this city, to ivhol^ Judi- 
catories they may be acceptably, and of which -there is 
a jxiiniiler belonging to this Society;- beginning with 
the Old Prefby terian Church, and proceeding next to 
the Scots Prefby terian Church, next to the New Dutch 
Church, nexit to theFirft Baptift. Church, next to the 
Brick Prelby terian Church, n^t to the North Dutch 
Church, and.tben thp fervice to pevert to the place it 
begaii^;: provided, that if the Miniftcrs of any other 
Churches become Members of tl>e Society, a due pro- 
portion of the fervice, in the regular couife, be per- 
formed in faid Churches. Notice to be givea on tho 
Lord's day preceding every meeting, from the feveral 
pulpits, . ' ..J. . 

" gi That Hk order of the fervice be asrftdlows : r. 
Thcfihging of a.pfalm, prayer, and a (hort difcourfc, or 
ddftnre^: adapted to the pccafion. ., 2.. A prayer. 3. The 
-fingihg bf a pCvlm, prayer, the finging of anqt^ipr pfalni^ 
acoUcftion, and fthen tl>e blcffing to be pronounced. 
. "4. That .a!Minifl;er belonging to the Church \a 
which the fervice is held, always prefide for thafevcn* 
ing, give out aU the.pfalms, ms^ke the introdu<3vory 
prayer, deliver the difcourfe, and pronounce the blcf- 
fing ; that where more than one Minifter belong to the 
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fame Chnrch, they prefide and perform the iforefaid 
fervice in rotation, beginning with the eldcft perfon in 
the Miniftry. : 

. " 5. That the fecond prayer be made by the Minif- 
ter who is to prefi/de at the next meeting, and the third 
by the Minifter who is to prefide at the meetmg follow- 
ing j obferving, in collegiate Churches, the order of the 
priBceding article : provided, howeyer, that theMinifters 
who arc to officiate may, with the coofent of the pre- 
fiding Minifter, exchange their turns with others, and 
invite any Minifters belonging to the Society, when oc- 
cafionally prefent, to officiate for them. 

" 6, That though no contribution (hall be urged, 
yet, as it is ufual and proper to contribute whenever we 
aiiemble for pubUc worfhip, whatever contribution is 
made,; flidi, after the expenfes of the evening are de^ 
frayed, be appUed to the purpofes of the Society/' 



Narrative * 0/ the Solemnity of ordaining the firji Mif 

Jionaries to Otaheitc. 

* 

THE DircAors of the Miffionary Society having de- 
termined, that as many as had devoted them- 
felves to the fervice of the Heathen, fliould receive a fo- 
lemn defignation to the work, they agreed* to appoint 
one MinifUr of each denominatioiv for this blefled fer- 
vice, and to exhibit that fpirit of union, which it hath 
been their.' firft defire to cultivate, and hope to be 
the happy means of increafing. 

The Miffionaries are compofed of men already or- 
dained, of others in tlie habit of expounding and prky- 
ing in focialworfliip, .and the reft, men of tried Chrif- 
tianififklity; iallJilled with holy zeal, to fcrvc the beft 
interefts df tlie natives in the South-Sea iflands, by 
introducing the principles of ufeful knowledge and true 
Feligion AiiODg them* 
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The Direftors wi(hed to fiend them forth with theij( 
Chriftian behedi&ion, commending them to the care 
and teaching of the Great Head of the Church, to pour 
out upon them the abundance of his graced to qualify 
them for the work to which they trijft, God, the Holy 
Ghoftj'his been pleafed.to call tkem. 

In confequence of the refolutton taken, Thurlday, 
the 28th of Auguft, was fixed upon, and the following 
plan agreed to be purfued by a Committee appointed 
tor that purpofe, and confirmed by the Dira6tors, 

The mofl: fpacious place of worihip they apprehended 
would fcarcely contain the numbers' that would aflemble 
on this occaiion; therefore Zipn Chapel was preferred, 
in order to afford to as many as could be admitted, the 
fatisfaftion of witnefling a fcene fo fingular and blefled.. 

The place was early crowded ; ' and after feven or 
^ eight thoufand had filled the Chapel to the doors, mul-* 
titudes were reluftantly obliged to depart difappointed, 
while others crowded the windows wiihouL 

The fervice began with an invocation to the Holy 
Spirit: ** Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly dove/' &c-and 
was fung with the moft enlivened devotion. The Rev. 
Mr. Eyre, of Hackney, tljen read the prayers of thd 
Church with great folemnity. Three verfes of " Salva- 
** tion, O the joyful found,*' &c. followed. When |ha 
Rev. Mr. Brookfbank prayed before the fecmon, in a 
manner fo heart-fek and afiefting, as every hearer wit-> 
neffed. Dr. Hunter then, in his ufual ftrain of elo- 
quence, and animated by the prefent ocpafion^ deli-< 
vered a mofl impreffive difcourfe on Luke-xf. 1-^—20. 

" O'er the gloomy hills of darknefs/* &c; was next 
fung, and every heart feemed to feel the flame of vehe-? 
ihent defire for the completion of the great and precious 
promifes. 

The twenty-nine Miffionaries, then flanding round 
the Communion Table, the Rev. Drw Haweis, in a 
fhort, /but pathetic and folemn prayer, addreffed to Je- 
hovah, Jefus, the Great Head of his Church and people,^ 
commended the Miffionaries and their work «! his A1-* 
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nighty care, wifdom, and love : to direft, ropport, blefs, 
and give the faccefs which he alone can comnund. 

The five Minifters chofen by the Diredors for this 
iervice (Uoiiing t<^ther, (the Rev.. Dr. Ha«veis, of 
Spa-fields^ the Rev. Mr. Reynolds, of Camomile-ftreet, 
the Rev. Mr. Love, of Artillery^ftreet, the Rev. Mr. 
Waugh, of Wellfi-ftreet, Oxford Road, and the Ret^ 
Mr. Wilks, of the. Tabernacle,) each of them took a 
Sible from the Conunnnion Table, where they had 
been previoufly placed, and five of the Miflionarie» ap- 
proaching the communion rails, kneeled down, when 
the Minifters, with the Bibles in their hands, iidvanced, 
and each in fucceffion addrefled to the perfon keeting 
before him, the following words : " Go, onr beloved 
** brother, live agreeably to this bleffed word, (putting 
*•' the Bible* into his hands), and publifti the gofpel to 
** the Heathen, according to your calling, gifts, and 
" abilities.** To which the Miffionary replied, in words 
to this effeft : " I will, the Lord being my helper." 
Five others then knelt down, and the fame ceremonial 
was repeated, till the entire Miffion received their de- 
fignation. The whole was a fcene of luch impreffive 
iolemnity as has hardly ever been witnefied ^ the Mir 
nifters and the Miffionaries feemed alike fo deeply af- 
fected with the awfulnefs of the work before them, 
wbiift the congregation exprefled the fen&tions of their 
fouls in iilence, tears, and fecret prayer. < 

The hymn, *^ Lord make them faithful," was fung 
with the moft fervent) fpirit of prayer by the whole con- 
gregation. ' 

The Rev. Dr. Williams, of Rotherbam, then, from 
the pulpit, addrefied the Miffionaries, ftanding round 
the Communion rails before him, in a mod able and 
judicious charge, refpefting their tempers and conduct, 
from Gen. xvii. i. which was heard with deep attention 

* The Bibles were beautifully bound, and the gift of Mr. Bailer, 
of Hackney, a member of Mr. Ey«'s congregation, with that scrip- 
ture written by faim on the blank leaf. Mat, xKviii. 19^ a9< 
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The Rev. Mr. Walker, one of the fenior Fellows of 
Trinity College, Dublin, clofed the foletnnity with a 
mod fcriptual prayejr, and full of animated devotion^ 
fuited to the occaiion, finilhing with the ufual bene- 
diftion, " The peace of God,*' &c. The congregation 
then rofe, and united in fuch a fongof praife as, per- 
haps^ was never before heard, ^* Captain of thine en- 
« lifted hofti" &c. 

The whole departed from the folemn fcene full of 
joy and hope ; thanking God for what they had feen 
and heard, and crying mightily to him, that he would 
accompUfh the number of bis eled, and haftea bis king- 
dom. _ ♦ 
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Captain fVilfon^s Letter to Jofeph Hardcafile^ Efq. 

Canton^ Dec, 16, 1798. 

Dear Sir, 

WROTE you laft from Rio Janeiro, dated the 

i5thof November, which I hope you received, in* 

forming the Society how kind our heavenly Father had 
been in wafting us fo far in perfeft health and fafety ; 
we can now farther fay, from experience, that he has 
never left us from that time to this. At prcfcnt I can 
only give you the outlines of our voyage, which, no 
doubt, you will all be glad to hear. , 

After receiving a plentiful fupplv of jfivery thing 
needful, (which I was enabled to pay tor, having calh of 
my own) we left the port the '19th, From that time to 
the 3d of December nothing material happened, pnly 
the weather getting graduaUy colder. But the Lord 
Ihewed us we were going the wrong way, by fending a 
fevcre gale from the fouth. "VVe could now fee, that to 
beat round Cape Horn would be folly to attempt. Aftet 
Ihipping feveral heavy feas, by which we loft fome of 
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* 
our ftock, we bore up to go by the Cape of Good Hope.^ 
This was a.great trial, being in latitude 39, and longi- 
tude 50 weft, and having ncm a line to run of 262 de- 
grees of longitude, befidcs latitude.. However, wc had 
fome reafon to rejoices for, by the 24th of January, 
1797, we were in longitude 133 eaft. Had we laid td 
another night, 'ere we boreaway^ wetnuft have loft all 
our ftock 'y inftead of which^.the Miffionaries had frdh 
meat twice a week j (befides din'uag with me as before re- 
lated) all the way ;> and though me had repeated gales^ 
we never had occjtfion to batten down our hatches once : 
addtothi$i the irteftiniable bleftingpf the; public ordi- 
hances of our God, and the Mii^ooaries every means of 
improvement. Refpeding foine things- that bappiened 
on the voyage, you may ftay till I have the happiiiefs of 
once more feeing you, which I truft will hot be Jong 
after you receive this. Thus were we carried along in 
a moft pleafing manner. On the 30th. of January, we 
rounded New 2^aland,f' and the 4th df Marcji made 

* By ail accurate inspe^Iqa of the map of the>worI4, it will ap« 
pear that if the Duff had succeeded in getting roui>|l Cape Horn, tly^ 
voyage /rom Rio Janeiro to Otaheite, would not have much exceed- 
ed 4000 English miles ; that being prevented by the severe southerly 
winds, the* vessel was obliged to run in the contrary diredi on by the 
Cape of Good Hope, the south side of New Hoibnd, and thence by 
New Zealand, to the Society Isles^ a course of almost 16,000 English 
miles, performed in little more than 100 days. 

f New Zealand is the nanje given to two large islands in the great 
South Sea, lying between 34 and 48 degrees south latitude, and be* 
twecn 181 and 194 degrees longitude west from Greenwich. Th(6 
southernmost island is mountainous, and somewhat rocky, but in the 
low ground^ tdlerably fertile; the northernmost is well wooded and 
watered, and fitted for the growth of all sorts of vegetables. The cli- 
mate is mild; fish, and fowl abpund, ^t quadrupeds are 'few. 
The inhabitants are of a tawny, complexion, tall, strong, vigorous, 
and a^ive ; hospitable, sihcere, and geherpiis fri^ds ; intrepid and 
bold warriors, implacable and cruel enemies, carrying their thirst a( 
revenge so far as sometimes even to feast upon their unfortunate pri- 
soners. They are generally men of sound undertisanding, possessed 
of taste and genius, and pra^ise a variety of arts and manufactures. 
The two islands taken together, are rather larger t^an Great -Britain. 
The population is estimated at father more than 100,000 souls. New 
Ze'aland seems to offer an interesting- field for a Mission ;* i^s injulai; 
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Otaheibe;* but, from various winds, we did not an- 
cbor in Maitttvia till the* 6th,' where we were received 
in the tnoft friendly maantr. 

Here mark the deaiiligs of Dii^ine Providences it 
lafjge houfe which the niatives had built for Captain 
Biigh, was juft finiibedi the whole idand in perfe6t 
peace, Pomaree and his fpn Otoo' being abfotute fo- 
vttreigns of the whole ifland, and likewife Etmeo ;f- thus 

situation, and the present stsfte of rtiannfcirs and 'society among the iii- 
babitants,give it snch a rcMiNibl&hice to whs^t Gftet^rittin was ix^heii 
tile light oT-the gospel dm drose upon us, that one t^n hardly help 
wishing, some modem St. Columb'a might arise, to brave the daa< 
gers ofthe attempt, and diffuse among a race of men, Wlio appear to 
be extremely susceptible of improvement, a knov^ledge of the ines- 
tiofiable biessipes of the religion of Jesiis. 

* Otaheite lies in i8 degrees south latitude, and i jo degrees lon^ 
gitiide west from (Greenwich. T^his island has been so often and so 
hrlly described, by our late voyagers round the world, that it is almost 
unnecessary to say anything here concerning it. The beauty of its 
kf^scapes, its fertility of soil, and mildness of climate, are univer* 
sally celebrated; the gentle tempers, kindly hospitable disposkionsi 
ana amiable manners of the inhabitants, are no less extolled; its nu- 
merous advantages have procured it the appellation of ^' Queen of the 
** Tropical Jsles." The island consists of two peninsulas, united by a 
pretty broad neck of land ; the western peninsula, which is the largest, is 
called T*06ft EON oo, and in one of the distrids of it, the Mission* 
aries are settled ; the lesser or eastern peninsula, is called T£ Ark a- 
BOO. The total circumference of the island is about ninety miles: 
the popuhtidn is very great in proportion to the size, being l^ckon- 
ed, on a very low computation^ above i4o,ooo souls. From the 
charaftcr of these islanden, there is every reason to hope, that the 
Missionaries will be free from all manner of molestation, in their at- 
tempts to lay before them the truths of Christianity; the greatest ob- 
stru^ion to their conversion will probably arise from the excessive 
fickleness, volatilrty, and levity of temper, and the eagerness after 
sensual indulgences, for which the Otaheitans have been universally 
remarked. 

f EtMEO, or Imbo, is a small but extremely fertile and populous 
isfehd in the neighbourhood of Otaheite, governed by a chief, de^ 
pendant on the sovereign of that island. The inhabitants are reck- 
oned ai*more than 20,000 ; thdir manners, disposition, and charac* 
ter, are entirely similar to the Otaheitans. When Captain Cook was 
there, i774> Eimeo had revolted from the jurisdiction of Otaheite, 
and a great expedition was preparing to reduce It ; this, it appear?, 
has been successful. May (he union ofthe two islands under one 
government, prove the happy prelude to their union, in one saving 
Suth, and one ho[ie of eternal Ufe through the Redeemer. 
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our bufinefs was expedited ; . for, inilead of many chiefs^ 
as we expeifted) we only had to make our errand known 
to f omaree. This wc were fully able to do, our Gpd 
having kept two Europeans there for the purpofe, the 
others having gone to Europe; one of tbefe, whofo 
name is Peter, had left the Daedalus ; the other named 
Andrew, was caft away in the Matilda, and had been 
five years on the iiland-^both could talk the language 
fluently. Our reafons for coming were no fooner made 
known to Pomaree, than he faid we fhould not only 
have the houfe, which is a hundred feet by forty, but 
that all Matavia* (hould be jgiven to the Englilh ^ 
which was accordingly done in the mod formal manner^ 
After having thus fucceeded far beyond our etpec-* 
tations, it is now neceflary that I ihould acquaint you^ 
that fotne time before we made the land, the MiiSona-^ 
lies had divided in the following manner ; eighteen fot 
Otaheite, befides the women and children^ ten for the 
Friendly lilands; and two for the Marquefas: this 
being the cafe, we had no time to fpare ; therefore, as 
foon as I faw them in their commodious houfe, we fail- 
ed for Eimeo, with a view to get the fhip ready, but 
more particularly to fee how the natives would behave 
during the abfence of the fhip. After five days« we 
returned^ found them all well, the natives having 
treated them with the utmoft kindnefs. . Having no 
time to fpare, we made all fail for the Friendly Hlands ;-{• 

* MatavIa is one of the forty-three districts, into which the 
whole island of Otabeite is divided; each distrid being under the 
charge of a separate chief. Matavia is situated on the northern sMm 
of the island ; it runs for about three miles alone the sea^^shore, and 
extends a considerable way in-land« It is a rich and pleasant spot^ 
watered by one of the largest rivers in the island, and was the place^ 
where, in 1 769, the astronomers from Britain crcdlcd tlieir tent, to 
observe the transit of Venus over the suo* 

t The Friendly Islands He about 1800 miles to the west- 
ward of Otaheice : under this name are included a numerous groupe^ 
extending from 19 to 21 degrees south latitude, and from 174 to tj^ 
degrees west longitude. Like Otaheite, they are in the highest dc;* 
gree beautiful, fertile, and populous ; the natural produ^ions arc 
nearly the same in both ; the manners and disppsitibn of the inhabit* 
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this was the twenty-fixth of March 5 the firft of April 
made Palmerfton Iflandsj and on the ninth, Tongata- 
boo;* the next day wc anchored about the place Cap- 
tain Cook lay, according to his bearings. The anchor 
ivas no (boner gone, than the fbip was furrounded with 
canoes, and a number of chiefs canie on board, who in- 
formed 15, that two Europeans were on the ifland, and 
to our great joy they ibon made their appearance ; but 
of all the n^n we ever faw, thefe were certainly the moft 
widked looking fellows ; and they foon afterwards gave 
tis' ptoof they were as bad ad they appeared to be : one 
of them was an Irifhman, named John Kenelly : the 
other, Benjamin Ambler, of London. They told a 
ftrange ftory refpefting their coming to thefe iflands ^ 
but this was a matter of little confequence to us, firmly 
believing that the Lord had fent them as our inter- 
preters ; for though we had provided, as we thought, 
lufficient inftniments for the purpofe, by bringing Pe- 
ter and two Otaheitans with us, we thould have been 
much at a lofs, the language differing fb much, that they 
coidd not underftand one word in ten : but thefe two 
men. Ambler and Kenelly, who had only been thirteen 
months on the ifland, could talk the language well. Af- 
ter fome time, our bufineis was partly told them ; they 
readily agreed to give all the affiftance in their power. 
After giving them and the chiefs prefents, they all went 
on fhore, highly gratified apparently- Very early the 
next morning, we were furrounded with a prodigious 
number of fingic canoes, befides ten or twelve Targe 
double ones* From the peaceable manner they left us 

ants are pretty similar, though it would seem the inhabitants of the 
Friendly Islands are nther more civilized, more submissive to their 
chiefs, and more observant of private property; their hospitality is 
truly patriarchal; Mr: Foster testifies, tiiat all their anions bespoke 
t noble mind, and a wonderful charming simplicity of mamicrs. The 
totstl number of inhabitants is reckoned at 200,000. 

* ToMGATAEoo is One of the largest of the Friendly Islands, 
being about sixty miles in circumference. It is a low level island, 
highly cultivated throughout| inhabited by a numerous, industrious^ 
m friendly people. 
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the night before, we had not the leaft fufpicion, until 
the two Europeans came and told us, they intended to 
take the (hip. This, you may eafily conceive, alarmed 
us muchii We got the people to theu* quarters as pri- 
vately as poffible. After getting thus ready, we fcaled* 
two of our guns : on this the large canoe^ began to iheer 
off, and a number of the fingle ones followed. Whether 
their intention was really to attack us, we know not — i 
but it was very alarming to fee fo.many canoes and peo- 
ple round the veflel, prefenting their clubs and fpears for 
fale, which might, in a moment, be turned againftus. . 
Our fears in a gre^t meafure being done away, Am^ 
bier pointed out four chiefs, which he {aid wqre the 
only ones we need to care for» Tibo Mamoe, the pre- 
(ent king, was then at the point of death, and his fbn, 
Tugahowe, the laft of the four, would certa'mly fiic- 
ceed his father j for though it was not his by/ight, yet, 
he being the greateft tyrant, none dare oppofe him, 
(which was aftually the cafe) -, he, therefore, would re- 
commend the Mifiionaries being placed under his care^ 
After talking with them on the fubjedi:, they readily 
agreed to go. I told them that they could not expeft 
to keep their chefts ; and if they were the leaft afiraid, I 
would take them back to Otaheite : their anfwer was^ 
the property was only a fecondary pbjeft with them ; 
tha( they would go, with an humble dependance on 
that God that had broi^ht them fafe over the mighty 
ocean, and had enabled them to leave their country and 
friends. After a moft (blemn feafbn in prayer, £x of 
them went with the chief and Ambler, but not before 
they promifcd they (hould want for nothing; the other 
chiefs wanted each to have one. But we thought it bed 
for the prefent they (hould be altogether, promifing 
them that when the«(hip returned, if they then chofe to 
(eparate, each Ihould have fomeof them; this (atisfied 
them all. After receiving prefents, they all went oh 
(hore before dark, and all the canoes left us. The next 

* Fired off. 
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morning we weighed, and run further out, that we might 
have plenty of room, in cafe of an attack. About noon 
two of the Miffionaries returned, with the pleafing in- 
telligence, that the natives did not attempt to fteal, but 
treated them with the greateft refpeft ; we then loaded 
the canoes with the remainder of their things, and with 
fuch ftores as they thought they would want. 

We now got under way, to endeavour to find a 
channel to the weftward of the fpot where Captain Cook 
got aground : after fome time, a very good one was 
found, which we failed through. This we conceived to 
be a valuable acquifition, as we (hould now, in cafe of 
being attacked, be able to fail out of the harbour, ei- 
ther to eaft or weft. Being now without the reefs, 
we inte'nded to fpend two or three days, to fee how the 
natives would behave to our jpeople; but the Lord faw 
fit to fend us a fmart gale from the north-weft, fo that 
at day-light we found ourfelves in a critical fituation, 
not beine able to weather the reefs on cither tack ; but 
to our comfort wc juft fetched the channel, which we 
had ohly difcovered the day before; thus we narrowly 
efcaped (hipwreck : and before we cleared the harbour, 
xve were nearly caft away the fecond time. What caufe 
have we to praife our God, for thus preferving us in 
. fuch imminent danger 1 Having now cleared the har- 
bour, April the i6th, we made the beft of our way to- 
wards the *Marquefas, with the only two Miffionaries 
on board, Meflrs. Harris and Crook. The fair, wind 
lafted fix days, and was fucceeded by hard gales from 
the eaftward ; fo that, on the fixth of May, wc were 
only in 206 degrees of longitude, and 39 degrees fouth 

* The Marquesas are a groupe of islands, lying about 600 miles 
south-east from Otaheite; the most .consUierable are Christiana 
|ind Dominica. The soil, produdh, and animals, are not very 
different from those of Otaheite and the Friendly Islands; the c|1i- 
mate is hotter, being neareV the Equator; the chara^er of the inha- 
bitaolt b almost the same with that of the South-Sea Islanders already 
•described, courteous, civil, and hospitable; but full of levity, and 
eager in pursuit of pleasure. The number of inhabitants in the 
]V{arquesas is reckoned about 100,000. 
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latitude. On the 23d of May, we difcovered twoHlands, 
which we endeavoured to land upon ; but the natives, 
from their hoftile difpofition, prevented us.' We named 
one the Crefcent, from its" Ihape ; the other, after Sir 
Charles Middleton: .They lie in latitude 23 degrees 
12 minutes fouth, longitude 226 degrees 15 minutes 
eaft. The next day difcovered another, which we 
named after Admiral Gambier, latitude 21 degrees 36 
minutes,* longitude 225 degrees 40 minutes eaft; and 
on May 29th, difcovered another, which we called after 
our friend Mr. Searlc, latitude 18 degrees 18 minutes 
fouth, longitude .224 degrees 12 minutes eaft; and 
on the 4th of June made the illand Chriftiana, and the 
next day anchored in Refolution Bay, after a long, dila- 
greeable paffage of fifty days. Our rigging being now 
in a bad ftate, it was neceflary to get it on deck. I 
fliall only remark ,^ that on getting the fore (hrouds 
down, we fou'nd two of them gone ; fo that, had wc 
been or the ftarboard tack inftead of the larboard, dur- 
ing the gales we had on this pafT^e, we muft have been 
dilmafted. O what caufe of gratitude for all His kind- 
nefs to us! We no fooner arrived, than wc were vifitcd 
by many of the natives, and amongft them the chief, 
who, after a few vifits, we gave to underftand, that 
the two Miffionaries were to ftay with him. On hear- 
ing this, he could not contain himfelf, but jumped about 
the cabin for joy. He faid they fhould have a houfe, 
and that they Ihould never want while he had to give, 
which we have reafon to believe will be the cafe. The 
young lad Crook went immediately with the chief,* but 
Harris ftaid on board to get the things ready, as he faid ; 
however, I am forry to fay in this place, that though he 
was thc'firft that propofed coming to thefe iflands, and 
was the caufe of two others not coming, he feemed now 
to have loft his Miffionary fpirit, which Was vifible to 
every one, though he denied it. After a little time he 
went on ftiore ; but with fuch a gloomy countenance, 
that the natives foon took a diflike to him ; the youfig 
lad, on the contrary, was cheerful and obliging, lb thai! ^ 
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the whole village was remarkably fond of him. This 
being the cafe, I was under the neceflity of carrying 
Harris back to Otaheite. I would have brought Crook 
away likewife, but he b^ged to be left, which was 
agreed to ; and I have no doubt but that he will prove 
a blefSng to thofe poor good-natured heathens. 

Having now refitted pur rigging, fupplied Crook 
with every thing needful, we took aa* ifffeftionate leave 
of each other, and failed for Otaheitefthe 27 th of June, 
In our way we took a view of Trcvenen's and Sir Henry 
Martin*s Iflands, and arrived in Matavia the 1 6th of 
July, when I found them all well in health, with on^ 
more in number than I left, Mrs. Henry being delivered 
of a fine girl.. They had differed amongft themfelves^ 
which I endeavoured to make up. I began dividing the 
property, which I found a very difagreeable taflc : this 
took up all the time I was here, and | got throu^ i( 
apparently much to their fatisfadlOn. 

Having now completed our bufinefe, we took leave 
of our dear friends, and the kind natives, the fourth of 
Auguft, touched at Huahine,* which was in a dread? 
ful ftate, owing to their wars. From this we made 
Palmeriton Ifland, and planted bread-fruit, plantains* ' 
and Ava trees; and, on the i8th of Augufl, anchoreq / 

off Tongataboo, nearly in our old birth, where we were 
foon vifited by our dear people, who informed us they 
were all well (except one), and how the Lord had pre- 
ferved them from the machinations of their countrymenji 
who had done all in their power to make the poor hea* 
thens deflroy them; and that fome of them had fepa-- 
rated, with a view to counterad their villainous plots. 
Curing my flay, Meffrs. Buchan and Galton went to 
live with another chief, which I truft will not only be the 
S means of gaining their aSedions, but will likewife facili- 

' tate the knowledge of the language, which is of the great* 

I eft importance. ' After doing every thing in our power for 

\ them with the chiefs, and dividing the articles, we parted 

* Oneof the Society Islands, about ninety miles west fix)m 
Otaheite; ic is about twenty-one miles ia circumference. 
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Imth many tears on both fides.* I brought away Mn 
Nobs, by their advice, as he had not his health from 
the- time he landed. Our intention was now to touch 
at the Fegee lihnds, and, if poffible, to have forae in- 
tercourfc with the natives. On the 7th of September we 
left Tonagataboo, and on the 9th in the evening, made 
the Fegees ; but after fix days toil, trying to find an- 
chorage, we were under the neceflity of quitting them 
without findjing any, or having any intercourfe with the 
natives; yet hot before we ftruck on a coral rock, but 
got ofF without receiving any damage. I believe no 
iflands in the world are lo hemmed in with dangerous 
teefs. We got into the middle of them, and we have 
reafon to be thankful we got out in the manner we did. 
In (leering to the weftward, we made the ifland Rutu- 
ma, had a little intercourfe with the natives, who feem 
to be of the fame race with the Friendly Iflandcrs ; they 
talk the fame language, and their canoes are of the fame 
conftruAion. From this we intended making the beft 

- * The rcRgioh in all those Sonth Sea Islands is nearly the same. 
The inhabitants all acknowledge ik Supreme Being, who they believe 
made, preserves, and governs all tbiogs; tbej have» however, no 
very high ideas of the spirituality of this Supreme Being, as they 
suppose him married to a female divinity, from which conjun^ion, 
« variety of inferior divinities, and even mankind, are descended; 
these inferior deities are believed ta preside over all the parts of na* 
tiire, the stars, the winds, the seas, thc'ea^tb, &c. Each distriA is 
held to be under the tutelary care 0/ one of these inferior divinities* 
Besides these, they hold a third species of superior beings, something 
similar to the Gchii of the ancient Pagans. They appear sometimes, 
but /arely, to form .some rude images, or representations of their di- 
vinities; but they, have certain places, and times set apart for xeligi* 
ous worship, and particular persons who preside over it. They luivc 
a kind of public prayers, spoken by their priests; they have sacri- 
fices too, aiid in some cases, Captain Cook thinks even human sacri- 
fices. They admit a futtire state ; but their notions of it are dark tnd 
confused, thoi^h they seem to allow, that it' will be a state of re- 
wards and punishments, for the good or evil done in this life. Those 
among them who have, leisure, appear to be anxious to obtain infor- 
mation on these great and interestmg subjefts.<t May we not then in- 
dulge the hope, that they will welcome t^at gospel, in which the true 
charaftcr of the Deity is revealed, to man, and by which life and im- 
mortality are clearly brought to light ! 



I .«. 



64 Capiain H^ilfotCs Letter, 

m 

of our way to the Pclews ; but from variable winds and 
calms, we did not reach them till the 7th of Novcm* 
ber.j apd then, from the ftormy appearance of the wea- 
ther,, we did not think it prudent to ftayj therefore, 
after a little intercourfe with the natives, we proceeded 
on our way to this port, with a .view to fend you intel-' 
ligence, if poffible, by the firft fhip. We found, on 
our arrival at Macao, which was the 2i'ft ofNovembcr, 
that we could not proceed to Wampoo, without an au- 
thority from theHoppo, becaufe we had no cargo. Find- 
ing a (hip had been detained a months I went to Canton^ 
by which means we got permiffion. The 14th inftant, 
anchored at Wampoo. There are three of the laft year's 
(hips ready for fea, but I prefer fending you this by a 
Daqifh Ihip — there are four direft (hips arrived. My 
nephew received a few lines from you, and Mr. Fenn, 
but I have not received any ; three of the packets are 
not yet up, and I could not think of lo(ing this oppor- 
tunity. 

This brief relation, I hope, will be fatisfaftory to all 
our dear friends ; but you muit make great allowance 
for .the writer — Shall conclude with only obferving, that 
as our .work has been great, having been eleven months 
out of fourteen at fea, the wear, &c. of fails has been in 
proportion. We never fplit a fail, nor carried away a 
xnaft. The feamen and officers are in the (hip, all well, 
except William Tucker, feaman, who ran from the 
(hip. I can give you no idea when we (hall leave this 
place. To me it is the worft parjt of the voyage, having 
to aflbciate with the profeiTed enemies of my Lord, and 
frequently I am the butt of the whole company. 

May the Lord incre^ii your zeal, and prcfent you 
with fuch inlbximents as he will own and ble{s-! This 
isy and ever will be the fincere prayer o(, dear Sir, your 
afFeaiortare fervant, - J. WILSON. 

ON the 30th of June, 1798, a letter was received 
from Captain Wilfon, informing the Diieftors of the 
Miffionary Society, that the. DufF had arrived at Cork, 
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in Ireland, on the 24th, and that he and all on board 
were well, and an ardent expeftation of foon mingling 
their prayers and praifes with the people of God on their 
native fliores. This pleafing intelligence was inftantly 
fent to the Evangelical Magazine, to be communicatee! 
to the public; but being the Wtday of the month, all 
the nunabers were printed off, except about two thou- 
{and, into which it was admitted^ and the priixter re« 
quefted to (end them to thofe parts of (he country whero 
the news' would be leaft likely to fpread in other chan*^ 
nels. .-'* 

- A fpecial meeting of the Dire&ors was immediately^ 
convened, who, after expreffiions of grateful acknow-* 
ledgment to God for his goodoefs, agreed^ that a com- 
mittee (hould fit daily to receive the. Captain on his ar-. 
rival, and to'endeavour to procure the liberation of tho 
feamen, (hould any of them happen to be impre&d. 

On the 7th of July, the veffel arrived in the Downs^ 
with» the HOi of the Indiamen ; a^d a ^lor was im^ 
mediately fent on ihore with difpat(:hes to the Duke of 
Portland, and the India Houfe, From himtbecom-i 
mittee learnt, with peculiar thankfulne^, that though, 
the prcfs-mafters fearched every other (hip in the fleets 
while they lay in the Cove of Cork, and took firom them 
what men they pleafed, no one attempted to go on 
board the Dun ^ but (he was entirely pafled by, as 
though God himfelf had concealed her in the hollow of 
his band. 'This fignal mercy is much to be admired : 
for had the men been preflcd fo far from honie, and 
difperfed anK>ng the (hips of Admiral Kingfmill's fleets 
their recovery would have been diiHcult, if not impof- 
fible, notwithftanding the wiUingnefs expreffedby the 
Lords of the Admiralty to grant the reafonable requefts 
of the Society in favour of individuals. 

On Tucfday the loth, the (hip being at Long Reach, 
the Captain himfelf came to town, and received the 
warmeft congratulations of feveral friends, and cfpcci- 
ally the Committee, to whom he prefented tne jour- 
nals and papers relative to the voyage, and briefly re-. 
Vol* I. No. i. I 



66 iHtelligence from the Duffi 

latcd the wonderful dealings of God towards him, an^ 
thofe committed to his care. 

Never was an undertaking, perhaps, more completely 
accomplifhed. After a voyage of more than 51,000 
miles, the thip is returned without the leaft material 
iofs or damage. The crew, in. general, are in better 
health than when tliey firft embarked. They have ne-' 
ver known the leaft want. Plenty has crowned their 
board, and the water has not failed. Nor have they, 
even for a fingle day, fuffered the lack of any thing that 
was good. The winds have confpired to waft themr 
fafcly bttfl fwiftly to their deftred haven. Every where 
the natives received them with reverence and delights- 
The Miflionarks are all fettled, in the iflands they pre- 
ferred, apparently in the greateft fafety. Thofe who- 
made choice of Tongataboo, are fcparated in fmall par- 
tiesy and gone to refide among (Jifferent chiefs, whoj 
being well acquainted with their intentions, have pro- 
mifed them proteftion, encouragement, and fupport. 
Thofe who fixed onOtahcite, are incorporated into one 
body ; the moft fertile and beautiful diftrift in the 
ifland being given them to fiipply their wants ; and all 
its inhabitants for their fubjefts. Here they have al- 
,icady ereded work-4hops, and inftituted fchools. Some 
of the natives fend their children for inftruftion; and 
feverals flock around the places where the fmiths and 
carpenters work, with admiration. Hence, the Mif- 
fionaries have frequent opportunities to converfe with 
them, on the moft important fubjefts ; their difcourfes 
and example, it is hoped, will not be in vain. For the 
Captain and failors, on their return from the Friendly 
Iflands and the Marquefas, perceived an evident im- 
provement in the morals df the people, and hope was 
entertained by the Mifllonaries, that they fliould ef- 
fedtually prevail on them to abandon for ever the holrrid 
cuftom of human facrifices. 

The return of the furgeon is a circumftance much 
to be deplored. The population of Otahcite rapidly 
decreafes. This is chiefly owing to that infamous dif- 
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cafe imported among the natives, by our countrymen and 
other navigators. Totally ignorant of the laws of God 
re(pe£ling marriage, and indulging in unreftrained pro- 
mifcuous intercourfe, the peftilential evil has fo fpread, 
that one fourth of tiiem are infe&ed. Being unac- 
quainted with a Cure, the mortality is great, ^he manner 
of death awful ! Had not XJod inclined the heart of his 
people to vifit them, this mofl: beautiful fpot upon earth 
would, in all probability, be foon left without an inha*- 
bitant. Other iflands which Europeans have vifited arc 
verging faft into the fame gulf. Hamanity, therefore, 
as well as religion, pleads for the further exertions of the 
Society ; and all who believe cither life or falvation a 
bleffing, are bound to give if thejr bell encouragement 
and fupport. 

As to Mr. Crook, fettled alone at the Marquefas, his 
profpcfts of ufefulnefs alfo are great ; and when the 
journals arc publiflied, many will rejoice to find what 
peculiar talents and zeal God hath endowed him with, 
for his arduous fervice. 

The committee, feeling their hearts overflow with 
gratitude at the brief recital made by the Captain, di* 
reded the Secretary to jconvene the whole body of Di- 
reftors \n town, to meet him on Thurfday, that they 
alfo might be partakers of their joy. Being all aflem- 
bled, and Dr. Haweis being called to the chair, he rofc 
and addrefled the Captain in the following words, as far 
MS recoUedtlon will ferve on fo fudden an qcqafion, 

" Captain Wilson, 

"gIT is with pleafure I attempt to fulfil the taik en- 
joined me this moment, by my brethren, to convey to 
you the fenfe of their high approbation of the fervice 
you have rendered, not merely to us, but to the caulc 
x)f God and truth. I regret only, that the futge6l fo 
far exceeds my power of expreflion, and that the fud- 
dennefs of the call mufl plead my cxcufc, if I am in-^ 
capable of communicating all we feel oh this aufpicious 
pccafion. We welcome you from the lone and perilous 



68 Intelligence from the Duff. 

yopgc in which you have embarked. We admire the 
/kill with which you have navigated thcveffcl through the 
great deep; the wifdom with which you have conduded 
the Miffion entruftcd to your charge, and the temper 
and Ipirit you have difplayed towards ^very individual 
under your care ; but we lode higher than men and 
means, and acknowledge, in a peculiar manner, his pro- 
vidential care and almighty guidance, who has led you 
by a way you knew not, and crowned the arduous un- 
dertaking with fuccefs beyond our moll fipguine ex- 
peftations. He had fitted and prepared you for the ' ^ 
work, and we have now the fulleft evidence of the ff 
truth declared by the Muflelmen, when you had fo 
miraculoufly paffcd the Colcroon — -" This is God's 
man." He knew not what he fpoke, yourfclf was then 
ignorant of the meaning, but time has explained the 
import of the words, ,and verified the truth (A the de- 
claration. 

** We hear, with wonder and delight, the fteps of 
the divjne condudt through the mighty waters; the 
dangers you have paffed, furrounded with thoufands of 
the Heathen, deep embayed among unknown fhoals 
and iflands, and hanging on the dreadful reef; we fol- 
low you with folicitude, whilft the thunder (hakes the 
vefiel as an earthquake, the ftormy winds whiftling in 
the (hrouds, and the billows like mountains following, 
deep after deep threatened to fwallow you up ; but you 
were fafe under the (hadow of the Almighty. The 
voice of prayer from the many thoufands of your bre- 
thren, was afcending to the ikies ; more potent than ri- 
vers of oil to fmooth the fwelKng furges, they entered 
into the eafs of the God of Sabbaoh, and he commanded 
from on^high, ** Peace, be ftill, touch not mine anoint- 
" ed, do my prophets no harm." 

" Had you funk. Captain, in the mighty waters, or 
wrecked on fome unknown (liore, returned no more 
to gladden our hearts, and receive thcfe efFufions of^ 
tears of joy and warmeft congratulations, our obligations 
to you had not been Icfs ; and in the book of remem- 
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brance, written by the great Captain of felvation, your 
reward had not been diminiftied. But, for his own 
glory, for his people's comfort, for the encouragement 
of our faith, and to daim our more vigorous exertions, 
he hath rdlored you in fafety to our arms, as well as to 
fileilce the tongue of prejudice, and fhame thofe who 
only judge of events by their fuccefs. 

" Blefled for ever be his name, for fuch fuccefs as pro- 
bably never before crowned any cnterprife of a (imilar 
nature ! During two years, neatly fixty perfons have 
*been preferved in a ^'oyage of fuchimmenfe extent, not 
only without thelofs of a fingle *Hfe, but in firmer and 
ftronger health than at their* dep'ifturc; not a hair of 
their head hath perifhed ; during a length of run, un- 
common in its rapidity, and without the light of land 
for near fifteen weeks, nothing to be called difeafe was 
known, not a fymptom of fcorbutic tendency ever ap- 
peared ; and the liberal provifion made was never once 
necciiary. Abundance of frefh provifion and water 
fupplied every want; not a mail, not a yard, not an an- 
chor was lofl, nor a fail fplit. The voice of joy and 
praifewas in the dwellings of the righteous ; and every 
day the pillar and the cloud refted on their floating ta- 
bernacle. 

** To you, Captain Wilfon, under God, we feel our- 
felves indebted for this Angular felicity, which fills our 
hearts with exultation. You know, as we do, from 
whence the fource of all our bleflings flows. It is not 
of man, nor by man. We are fully fenfible you were 
fingularly qualified for, and called to the work^ Wc 
fhould contradift the plainefl diftates of reafon and ex- 
perience, if we did not acknowledge a divine Almighty 
hand hath guided all your ways. He knew, my deareft 
friend, the fenfations of your heart : your modefl diffi- 
dence is ready to difclaim our commendations. You 
know, for God has taught you, how much you have 

}p lament, how much to condemn ; and however con- 
cious of your own fimplicity' and fidelity, have felt the 
emotions of like paffions with your fellows ; whilfl they. 



7© Intelligence from the Duff. 

with unanimous voice, convey to us their warm, af- 
fecftionate teftimonies, of the fraternal, or rather pater- 
nal tenderncfs you have (hewn them. Authority, with 
you, hath borrowed the mild guife of parental carej and 
lenfible that you were the companion of men, and not 
of angels, you have borne their burdens, and fulfilled 
the law of love. But you Hand before another Judge ; 
in his prefence you bow into the dull, and cry to him 
to pity your infirmities, and pardon your iniquities. 
He hath heard your prayer, and granted it. He hath 
crowned you with mercies and lovmg-kindnefs. He has 
fent you back to gla<^en.our hearts, to humble us for ^% 
our fears and unbelidE^ , to animate us to renewed afti- 
vity, to draw forth the exalted prajfes of all the Ifrael of 
God in this favoured land, and to give a public demon- 
ftration, which even infidels and enemies can fcarcely 
gainfay or refifl, that there is a God that heareth q.nd - 
anfwereth prayer." 

To this the Captain replied, with his ufual wifdom 
and humihty ; and having withdrawn for a while, at 
the requeft of the Chairmj^n, the Diredors refoIve<i 
unanimoufly, " That it is expedient, that the Society 
" fhould prefent Captain Wilfon fome mark of the 
" grateful (cnfe they entertain of the eminent ferviccs 
" which he has rendered to the important objcds of 
" the inflitution, and which may ferve alfo as a memo^ 
" rial of the nature of the enterprife which, by the di- 
" vine blefling on his fuperintendance of it, has terT 
" minated fo favourably." And a committee was im-r 
jned lately formed to confider of the mod proper metho4 
of exePuting this refolution. 

The Journal of Mr, William Wilfop, the Captain's 
nephew, and firft mate, was then prefented, together 
with various charts and beautiful drawings; which be- 
ing examined, and highly approved, it was refolved. 
That the thanks of the Direftors be prefented to him, 
for the fidelity and ability with which he has diA 
" cRarged every branch of the duty of the fituation 
which he occupied on board the Ihip DufT; more eft 
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'* pecially for the important feryices by which he has 
** uniformly contributed to the fuccefe of the Miffion 
*' itfelf ; for the additional geographical knowledge 
*• which will be derived by means of his chart ; and 
•* alfo fer his drawings and journals, which will enable 
•* the Direftors to compile a more ufeful and orna- 
mental publication relating to this peculiar and in- 
terefting cnterprize." A committee was like wife ap- 
pointedfto compare the journals and papers, and to in- 
corporate and arrange all the materials, and piefent 
them, in one authentive narrative, to the public, with 
all convenient fpeed- It is hoped, therefore, that the 
public will be on their guard againft any fabricated ac- 
counts which interefted perions may endeavour to ob- 
trude on them, and wait with patience for the Society's 
publication, which, we truft, will be worthy of their 
perufal. 
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Account of the Thankfgiving obferved by the London Mif- 
fionary Society ^ for thejafe arrival of the flnp Duff'-, 
publtfhed by order of the Society. 

THE fafe return of the Duff; the health which 
prevailed on board during the whole voyage; the 
welcome reception and fafe iettTement of the Miffiona- 
ries at the places of their deilination ; and the remark- 
able interpofitions of Divine Providence from beginning 
to end of this extraordinary enterprize, were fuch evi- 
dent anfwers to the numerous prayers which had^been 
offered up to God on behalf of the Miffion, as loudly 
demanded the moft public acknowledgment of grati- 
tude and praife. 

The Direftors, therefore, of the Miffionary Society, 
having acquainted the friends of the inftitution, ais foon 
as they poffibly could, with the leading circumftances of 
the voyage, rcquefted that a day of public thank(giving' 
might be obferved on the fixth of Augufl, being the* 
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firft Monday in the month, when thie pfaycr meetU^s 
of the Society are ufually held throughout the kingdom^ 
that all whofe hearts have been interefted m the work, 
might have an opportunity of unitii^, at the fame time, 
in the fame pleJ^ng and reafonable fervice. They ap- 
pointed Mr* Grifiin, of Portfea, to whofe church Cap- 
tain Wilfon belong to preach on the occafion, at 
Surry Chapel in the morning, and Dr. Haweis, as being 
one of the ddeft minifters in the Direftion, and wba 
firft pDopofcd the miflion to the Pacific Ocean, to. 
preach at Zion Chapel in the even^i^. Thcfe extenfive 
places were foon filled with ferious and rcfpeftable audi- 
tories. Prayers, with feledl; Pfalms and Lellbns, were 
read by Mr, Eyre and Mr, Charles; Mr- Williams, 
Mr. Lc^etJt, Mr. Grove, Mr. Nicol, and Mr. Brook* 
fbank, engt^cd in extempore prayer j and Mr. Cooper, 
Mr. Townfend, Mr. Piatt, Mr. Greathced, Mr. Pover, 
and Mr. Ford gave out the Hymns. The whole fer- 
vices were condufted with the utmoft folemnity ; the ■, 
prefence of God was happily experienced by preachers 
and hearers; and never, pefhaps, was gratitude more 
warmly exprcffed on any public occafion. 

Knowing, however,. . that verbal acknowl^gn>!ents, 
though highly proper, were but a fmall part of the tri- 
bute due to Grod for fuch fignal benediftion, the Di- 
rectors convened the Society at Haberdafhers' Hall, the 
following day, to confider hpw they could beft glorify 
him, by dtiaintaining a communication with the Mif- 
fioharies in the South Seas, and by eftabliflbing other 
Miffions in that hemifphere, where fuch an extenfive 
door of entrance and xitterance has been evidently ^ 
opene<3. * 

No fooncr was the report read by Mr. Greatheed, 
than all expreffed their cordial approbation of the prc>- 
pofal recomijiended, and unanimoufly refolvcd, " That 
** the Diredtors be authorized to employ a (hip, belong- 
*' ing to the Society, on anotlier voyage to the Pacific 
** Ocean : for the purpofes of fupplying our brethren, 
" who have fettled there, witliaffiftance In their JLibours ; 
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^^ of adding to their jaumber, where circumftances may 
" render it neceffary j • and, of planting the gofpel iii 
^* other iflaads of that ocean, where it lhall appear moft 
*' eligible from their extent, population, or other fa- 
** vouraMe circumftances/' 

, The Rev* Mr. Waugh was in the cjiair, and the 
Ufhole bufinefs of the meeting was Gondudled with.the 
moftperfed unanimity and fatisfaftion* Dr. Vander* 
kcmp, and the two Dutch Miffionaries, who arrived on 
the3othof lafk month, were prefent^ and fo was the 
Rev. Mr. Difandt, a Lutheran clergyman, introduced 
by Dr* Burckhardt, as fent from Germany by Baron 
Van Shirnding^ with propofals of uniting with the So- 
ciety, and afiifting them, both with men and money. 
It need not be added, that the prefence of thefe refpedt- 
able foreigners confiderably heightened the general de- 
light of one of the moft: pka{ant meetings, perhaps^ 
fince the commencement of this inftitution^ 
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The following Sermon^ by Dr^ HaweiSy delivered on tha 
above-mentioned Thankfgiving Dayy is fo animated^ 
and contains Jo much Information relative to the Voyage^ 
Situation, and Profpe6ls of the MiJJionarieSj that W6 
prefume. our Readers will be gratified to fee it entire. 

Psalm cxx;vi, 3- The Lord hath done great things for 

us J whereof we are glad. 

TT^ROM whence fhould the tribute of our praifc af- 
fij cend on this aufpicious folemnity, with fuch pe- 
culiar propriety as from this houfe of God, wherein our 
brethren received their folemn defignatipn for the Hea- 
then^ and went forth like Abraham, by faith, not know- 
ing whither they went ? How often and how ardently 
from this place, hath the cry of the great congregation 
been heard with the other thoufands of God's. Ilrael, 
befieging the throne of grace, and grafpinghold of th€ 
Va^. I. No. I K 
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mighty angel of the covenant, (Genefis xxxii. 26.) fe-^ 
fufingto let him go until- he blefs us. We have pre- 
vailed. The anfwer of peace is given. The dear ob- 
jefts of ow folicitude aife fafe. Behold before you the 
Captain and our njariners, the eminent inftances of 
God's Care and love ; nop le(s thofe, whofe gcjorf report 
thty bring us, feated under their cocoa-nut trees and 
their bread-fruit, and none' to make them afraid. 

. Had it pleafisd our God that fuccefs had not crownedf 
pur entefp'rize, that our (hip had hung fufpcnded on 
the reef, or our brethren fealed their teftimony with 
their blood, the caufe had been^ equally glorioiis, and the 
calls of duty bad been nothing leflcned by the mifcar- 
riagej bilt the Lord knew our feeblenefs, and would 
not put us to the teft. He would not that his enemies 
fliould fay, there, there^ fo would we have it. He would 
make bare his holy arm, that malignity might be con- 
founded, and' envy driven into the darkeft recefs of her 
own fallen fpirit, to gnaw her ferpent tongue. The Lord 
hatji done great thingj for us, whereof we are glad. 

It is with fenfations only known to thofe who pray for 
the peace of Zion, and feel their bleilednefs in her prof- 
perity, that I am this day, my brethren, addrefEng you^ 
and I am fure there is not an heart of my fellow workers 
who have been engaged in the Miffionary Society, but 
is wound up to like or greater joy in the Lord ; nay, nol 
a foul of this vaft afTembiy biU harmonizes with usy. 
eager to join our thankfgivings, and on this happy oc- 
cafion, to cry out, bleffed be the Lord God of Ifrael> 
who only doth wonderous things, and bleffed be his 
glorious name for ever, and let the whole earth be filled 
with his ^ory. Amen, and Amen. 

Hear then with wonder, love, and praife, 

Firft, The great things done for us. 

Secondly, Acknowledge tlic bleffed doer, the Lord 
alone, who (hall be exalted by us this day. 

Thirdly, Let us with the multitude of the iflesbe 
glad thereof. 

Lord touch my lips with a live coal from the altar^ 
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and kindle in every heart the flames that many water& 
c^n never quench, nor the floods ever drown ! . 

Hec^r ithen, firft, the great things done for :us. Bat 
who \s able to express ib^ noble a^$ of the .Lord, and 
to ihew forth all his pcaile? The tablet pf rpeniory re-» 
tains only partial traces of his goodnefs. When the 
moft tenacious recolledion has aflembled thefe parti-^ 
^ars* ftilt !the half will not be told ms. 

. With humble delight, my brethren, I would lead 
back your thoughts tp tlie day5 when the embryo of 
Miiiionary labour arofe in different bofonas. The Hea* 
then came into our piin(^, cqmpaflion fpoke^ we faid 
to each other, what can be done? Who a^ong. th^ 
pioft (anguine had then extended his hopes to what our 
eyes have feen, to what our ears have heard ? Which 
of us wo^ not unbelievingly have been ready to (ay, if 
this had been fuggefted, "Jf the J^rd fhould make 
^' windows in heaven, then might this thing be !" But 
the counfel was of our God, who led us by a way we 
knew not; and this day of fmall things is never to be 
forgotten by us. We wiJl remember it »n>QOg ov reg- 
nal bieflings,- 

Scarcely had the coUe&ed embers began to difcover 
the latent fpark, and the breath of prayer fani^ed it to 
a feeble flame, when the fprcading fire kindled and dif- 
fuied its powerful energy on every fide; Not the con- 
flagration of enthuHallic zeal, as fbme unkindly fuggeft*- 
ed, which blazes, confiimes, and is cxtiijguiibed, but the 
facred " fpirit of burning,*' (Ifaiah xliv.) derived from 
him, whofe eyes are as a flame of fire ; who/dwelleth be- 
tween the cherubims; and at whofe comlnand *' the 
^* living crtatures ran and returned as a flaCh pf light- 
** ning," (Ezekieli. 14.) eager to fulfil his fovereign 
will in the falvation of his redeemed. Need I remind 
you, brethren, of the fcenes you have witnefled? Of 
the tboufands of God's Ifrael aflembled ? Of the great 
hofl of his miniftcrs of the fanftuary of various denomi- 
nations, drawn by the magnetic influence of the love of 
Jefus and of fouls purchaTed by his blood, and vowing 
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to facrifice on the altar of divine charity, the prejudices, 
the bigotry, and the fpirit of party, which, by difunit- 
ing'them, had long palfied every efTort of zeal for the 
extenfive {^read of the golpel among the Heathen ? To 
thofe who have any deep acquaintance with mankind, 
fuch union muft be acknowledged a great and Angular 
event. 

Shall I mention our dear brethr-^n who offered them- 
felves willingly, or the liberd bounty of thofe who 
wifhed t6 fumifh a fupply of their wants ? Where will 
men be found ? how (hall a fufiicient fund be provided ? 
You have heard thefe «murnfiur&, marvel not, refleft 
upon the fears and unbelief that fo often fprang up in 
youF own hearts and in mine. But is any thing too 
hard for God ? How fpeedily; how amply, bow effeftq- 
ally was the provifion made for every need, and exceed- 
ing every expectation? And (hall we not tell what 
great things in mercy have been (hewed us ? Behold the 
ark launched forth on the bofom of tbe jgreat dcep^ fil- 
led with the heralds fent to proclaim the everlafting^ gof- 
pel, and navigated by mcn> whofe prefence forbids me 
to fay of them, what Zion's king hath recorded in his 
book of life. 

See them now parted from the land of their riativity. 
The floating tabernacle gradually (inks in the horizon. 
They loofe light of us, and we of them, to meet pro- 
bably no more, till we (hall behold them a(rembled 
round the throne of God, and of the Lamb, Ah ! how 
many anxious thoughts have filled our bofoms as well 
as theirs ! • Who of m, my dear brethren, had dared to 
hope for what the prefent hour hath realized ? 

What a voyage has been completed ! We received 
the firft glad tidings from Rio Janeiro, the earned of fu- 
ture bleflSngs. They had paffed the torrid zone. The 
fun had not fmitten them hy day, nor the moon by 
night. Pfalm Ixiii. 13. The wind had wafted them 
along with an uninterrupted profperous gale ; no dorm 
had made them afraid, nor difeafe approached their 
dwelling. 
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'But how many tedipus months afterwards clapfed! 
How often have our unbelieving hearts dreaded to re- 
ceive the tidings after which they fo anxiobily panted ! 
Have you any news of the fhip ? How often have I 
heard and fighed to reply, none ! When lo ! on the 
great day of our laft annual aflembly — in the very houfe 
of our Goid-— when we were met to fupplicate his fa- 
vour for thoffe who travelled by land or by water-^when 
on our knees— -the glad, the unexpetSed news arrived, 
and was annduiiced with delight from the pulpit to the 
aftoniflied congregatioli — the Duff is fafe arrived at 
China, arjd our Miffionaries landed at the places of their 
deftijiation ! Joy, liki aneleft^riG fliock, darted from 
bofom to -bofom, we burft forth'into the high praifes 
of our God. ' Now,, every day awakened frdh expefta- 
tions and hope, that deferred, bad made the heart fick, 
gladdened every cO.uhtenanGe, and opened the eager eye 
of defire. We were not difappiointed of our hope ; 
from the Gape,, from St. Helena, the glad news fled 
over the great deep, the found approached ' us yet 
nearer and hearer from the harbour of Cork, ** all is 
" well !" When lo! the whitening fails rifing in the 
horizon, fwelling with the breath of prayer and praife, 
bring with the fulnefs of blefling, the objeft of our 
anxieties, to the haven, where il Ihould be. Blefs the 
Lord, O my foul. 

In this voyage, to tell of all his wonders, my time 
would fail, and my ability be unequal. I will juft re- 
frelh your memory with the following hints of fdme of 
the great things dohe for us in the fwiftnefs, the fafety, 
the health, and the fuccefs of the vpyage; particularly 
refpe6Hng the great objeft we had in view. 

Firft, Tht fwiftnefs of the paffage. This will be the 
admiration of every nautical man by profeffion. Who 
ever heard, in the mod profperous voyage of the ableft 
navigators, 1 83 degrees of longitude paffed in the fhort 
fpace of fifty-one days ? Moving often at the rate of 
two hundred and twenty or thirty miles a day, and fo 
fbeadily before the wind, as feldom ever to interrupt the 



daily exercifes of prayer and praife, pf ftu4y or re- 
pofe ! 

Shall we not with thankfulncfs adinire, .^dly. The 
fa/eiy of the conveyance I not a maft fprung» n^t a yard 
loft, not a fail fplit^ not an anchor left behind! To 
traverfe njore than twice the circumfereQce of the globe, 
efpecially amidft the lurking (hoals, the hiciden rocks, 
and low iflands of the Southern Ocean, mu^, it is welt 
known, be full of danger. They felt it, and focnetinies 
were at their wits end, going up to Heaven, and fink- 
ing down into tbe deep, fhook l>y the pealing thunder^ 
embayed without a pafiage, and once iufpended on the 
dreadful reef. I reaa and {trembled- Bqt he that dwel- 
leth under the defei^ce of the IVloft High,, (hall be fafc 
under the fhadow of the Alniigbty. I' was afljamed, 
bumbled, comforted, exulted, when in the midft of the 
moft awful fcenes I hear one of poy brethren fay, we 
took the wings of feith, and flqd in prayer to Jthe God 
of our mercies^ and when we bad fung.an hymn, pre- 
featly the ftorri^ abated, a,nd we lay down comfortable, 
and fell afleep. Ah ! " fo he giveth his brfoved fleep.' • 

Thirdly, Their hmltk. What a miracle of mercy 
hath our veflel been ! Of about fixty perfons, during 
nearly a- two years voyage, not one. hath been loft : not 
only a hair of their head hath not periihed, but thofe 
who have returned are fat an<J well liking; and every 
man and woman are reported in better health than 
when they left the (hores of their natiyityi What dif- 
cafe, mifcry, and famine have we not often heard of in 
voyages of far lefs extent and duration ? The great phy- 
fician had determined that the inhabitants of his ark 
Ihould not complain, *' I am fick." Few veffds have 
ever been fo long without touching for refrelhment, or 
performed fo vaft a run, as 13,800 miles, without the 
fight of land ; but except the common well known 
effefts of the fea, or the indifpofition of an individual, 
not a fcorbutic complaint appeared, no fpreading fever, 
no infectious diforder, no dangerous accident or broken 
bone. Pafliag through climates fo diflFerent, tender 
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iM'omen and children, many who bad never (een the Tea 
till they embarked upon it, unaccuftomed to fuch food. 
Or accommodation, they reached Otaheite, after a five 
fnonths voyage, without an individual ikk. All the 
way they had plenty of provifions, their water fweet, 
abundant, and never failing $ and not a creature want- 
ing' any manner of thing that was good. Whilft we 
record the mighty afts of the Lord, let future voyagers 
learn from Captain Wilfon, what care, cleanlinefe, pro- 
ptx food, and unremitted attention, can, under the di* 
vine benedidion, do for the health of thole who occu- 
py their buflnefs in great waters- 

But I referve the moft important particular till laft, 
iht fuccefs^ of the voyage, refpefting the great objed: we 
had in view* We had paflcd in fafety the dangers of 
the deep, and were ready to encounter the greater dan- 
ger appi'chcnded from the (hore ; not indeed by myfelf, 
or many who knew the real flate of the people of thefe 
iflands. We were convinced, if the Lord conveyed our 
Miffionaries in ifafety to the place of their deftination, 
the work was done. Where are now the cannibals that 
fliould devour us ? Where the Heathen to feisse our pro- 
perty and perfons ? Where the helpkfs infants with flieir 
mothers, a prey to favage arms ? Thefe vain terrors at 
leaft, brethren, are diffipated. I need not tell you the 
reception we have met ; T^elcomed as angels from Hea- 
ven, fumifbed with every necefiary for lubfiftence, for 
comfort ; heard with reverence, and courted as if our 
favour and friend(hip was the firfl of bleffings. ' I ufe 
no exa^eration ; I recite iimple fads, known and re- 
ported by our highly efteemed Giptain and his aflbci- 
ates, and by every Journal of the Miffionaries them- 
felves. The news of our intended relidence among ^he 
Otaheitans, and the other Iflanders, was received with 
tranfport. The King, and every Chief, crowded round 
our Miffionaries ; the whole land was before them ; 
they had to chufe the Gofhen where they would fct up 
their tents. Set up their tents do I fay ? Behold a fpa- 
cioiis manfion, furrounded with bread-fruits,cocoa-nuts. 
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and the beautiful evqe apple, ready prepaid for theuf 
reception, fufficient to accommodate immediately the 
whole body of Miffionaries. They are met on th^ 
beach by the King arid his Chiefs, led by the hand* 
amidft the crowd of furrounding and admiring natives, 
and not only put in poffeffion of fuch. an abode, but the 
whole diftridt of Matavia, with all its produce folemnly 
ceded to th^m for evfer ; a territory fufficient to maintain 
ten thoufand perfons* Each Chief is eager to .fecurt the 
friendihip of the individual Miffionaries, and as their 
Tyos, to inveft them with their authority, and admit 
them to a participation of all they poffefs. So far from 
danger or fubjedion to tyrannical or favage rulcy the 
Lord hath made them |>rinces, in a fort, in all the lands 
of the Heathen whither they have gone. It was mock- 
ingly faid — ;the trees, I fuppofe, produce hot roll§ for 
breakfaft. It is true, thofe who ventured to theft, dif- 
tant lands, little thought what they (hould eat, or what 
they (hould drink*; yet it is finguiar that our brethren, 
with united voice, declare their bread fruit is every | 

morning prepared for them, and equal to. the niceft 1 

white bread in England* But they have applied it to a | 

nobler ufe ; the admiring Heathen have feen it broken I 

as the fymbol of our mofl facred myfteries, and received .. \ 
by the holy brethren, as th^body of their Lord, and the 
pledge of his dying love. 

But Imay not detain you with a thoufand particulars^ 
, which a fpcedy publication will more at large detail to 
the public. I will only add, thefc are the Icaft of. our 
Miffionary mercies. The tiatives have (hewn the moft 
uncommon attention, from the greateft to the leaft of 
them. They frequent, in multitudes, our worfhip, con- 
fefs our God to be greater than their own, and defire to 
know, more of him and his word. Though we can only 
yet prcacli through an interpreter, and by tranflatipns, 
which we begin to read to them in their own tongue, 
and ^yhich they hear with reverence, and fay, they ge- , 

nerallyunderftand. They have already brought tiieir 
children for inftruftion, and our fchool is opened ; many 
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know all their letters, and b^n to join them with great 
docilityi T^e chief pried of the country moft friendly, 
to the Miiiionaiues, feconds their inftrudtions, afluriog 
the peopk it is, if ^ Tye good^ and fays they mud amend 
their manners. I am, fays he, too old to learn ; but 
our children will be taught all tbefe wonderous per-' 
f(»rmances which, we fee, and know ttie (peaking book« 

The Miffionaries have not manna rained indeed 
rouad their tents, but they have meat as fweet as the 
quails; and bread fruit, cocoa nut, and a multitude of 
vegetables brought daily ; and a two-fold proVifion for 
the Sabbath, much more than they can poflibly con* 
fumej and which are diilrlbuted to the fervants and na-* 
. .tivcs. Our brethren are aftive; they have acquired 
much of the language ; have formed themfelves comfort^ 
able refidenceSi su^d every day are employed in labours, 
to majce known his A»me, and to prodaim hU glory, for 
whofe fake they have gone forth to the Heathen, with 
their livts in their hands, and proved the truth of his 
promifes in a meafure^ of which we have no adequate 
conception^ Whofoever will lofe his life (hall prelerve 
it, l^uke xvii.^33. and whofoeyer hath forfaken houfes, 
or brethren, or lifters^ or father, or mother, or wife, or 
children, for my name's fake, (hall receive an hundred 
fold, and inherit everlaftii^life. 

Unable to enter into famicr particulars, I (hall only 
add, es the refult o( the fulled inquiry and intelligence, 
that nothing can appear more promifing than the be- 
. ginning of our labours in thefe ides of the fea. The;^ 
fields, mdeed, a{^)ear white for harveft; they regard us 
ff as beings f)f a fuperior order; they feel and confefs their 

own inferiority; they hear us in filent awe; and they 
feem ready to embrace our meflage, as foou as we arc 
able to communicate it to them^ Indeed, the dreadful-^ 
nefs of the (ituation of the Heathen in a moral view, as 
will (hortly appear, makes the call of duty on our part 
the more imi^erious; and the falvation of their bodies, 
as well as fouls, mud render our labours among them 
peculiarly acceptable. Shall J mention but one ti*ait 
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more. The dear infents (and there is another born) arc' 
pec&liar dbjefts of their care and carcflcs ; and the My- 
dedee no Taheite, the Otaheitan child, as they defire 
(he may be trilled, is embraced and gazed on with de- 
light by every native. 

But I mnft have done : not that I fear to weary yoiHT 
patience with thefe recitals, but that I might come to* 
the 

Second head of my difcourfe, *^ That God h«th done 
** great things for us;" and we muft be blind and in- 
fenlible indeed, if we did not oonfefs thai they are mar- 
vellous in our eyes, and give him the entire glory. { 
may now venture to fay with confidence, and fliadi noi 
fear contradiftion, that this hath God done, and we 
perceive that it b his work — No doubt his fpirit awa- 
kened up our minds to the attempt — We have now 
paiTed the awful moment of f^fpenfe^ through evil re- 
port, and good report — I fliall be no longer charged 
as Utopian or enthufiaftic, when I affcrt, brethren, that 
the meafures you putfued were the difi^ates of wifdom^ 
as they breathed the divine fpirit of philanthropy whidi 
planned and executed them ; even infidels muft admire^ 
and adverfaries be confounded. I may, becaufe it is 
only the tribute of deferved praife, declare, that the Cap- 
tain and his officers have fulfflled thetruft committed to 
them, withdn ability, perfcverance, and fidelity, that no 
thanks of our Society are adequate to expiefs. I may 
add,, the Miffionaries thcmfclves, compafled as they 
are with infirmities as men, have approved themfelves 
in the higheft meafure to their brethren ; have pro- 
ceeded on their work in the fcvcral places of their deC- 
tination, witli a zeal we cannot but admire ; and amid'ft 
the fnares, and peculiar temptations, to which they 
have been expofed, and which youth and human paf- 
fions made us dread, more than all other dangers com- 
bined, they have condufted themfelves with a purity of 
converfation that we can never too much commend, or 
fufficiently blefs God for his prefcrving grace. Brethren, 
on the mod diligent inquirjll can make, I am alTured, 
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that for fix months of trial, expofed to all the fiifcinar 
tions of' enticement, not one charge has ariien, of fuC- 
ptcion been entertained, of the unTuUied chaitity of the 
Miffionaries left in the different iilands — ^The burmi;^ 
fiery furnace of Nebuchadnezzar had lefs danger thaa 
the fedudiv« importunities of Jofeph^s rtiiftrels- But 
have I forgotten the objed I propoied; and am I 
launching out in commendation of the men, and the 
inlftruments emploj'ed ? No- They are produced merely 
as teftimonies ci the great power of Qod in the midil of 
us — the ialvation and the glory are all his own — we 
feel this moment tranicendent delight in ai^ribing it to 
Jiim — we would not rob our God of the full tribute of 
his praife — the W9rk which is done upon earth, he doeth 
it hunfelf/ I am confident^ my brethren, I fpeak the^ 
fentimcnts of every heart, that we are more jealous of 
thii kind of &crilege than ever our adverfaries can be 
in their fufpicions of us. We are abundantly rewarded, 
in being the happy inftruments of good to the Heathen; 
and we confefs ourfelves unworthy, and Ids than the 
lead of all God's mercies^ Diredors, Captain, Mif- 
fionaries, to us all belong this day (hame and confufion 
of &ce before him, with whom we have to do. He 
^ knows the unbehef, the fears, the miflakes, the undue 
'.. tempers, with which we have been often cliargeable be- 
. fore him. But we bleis him for the fuccefs which hath, 
attended our efforts; and affured, that he pitieth our in- 
firmities, and pairdons our iniquities, we can truly fay. 
Not unto us, O Lord, not upto us — ^but unto thy 
^me be thepraiie. 

Yet let us not ftiout for viftory : the great enemy of 
£buls, however foiled by our weaknefs, and our Imma* 
nuel's power, retires for a moment only, to concert his 
wiles afrefh, and call us to renewed confliAs.* Let not 
him, therefore, that putteth on the armour, boaft as he 
that taketh it off. Nothing but the continued care, 
and keeping of our covenant Jehovah, can pcrfedt the 
begun bleffmg ; bring wifdom out of our ignorance ; 
fitrength out of our weaJ|ncfs, and glory out of our 
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Jiumiliation. Hitherto he hath helped us — We will 
turn to the rock which is higher than we. Jehbvah 
Niffi is the name, in which we will fltill lift up our ban- 
ners, and as we often (ing, 

We'll take to ourselv^ al| the shaixiei 
And give all the glory to thee. 

Thirdly, Therefore let us with the multitudes of the 
illes be glad. Ifaiah xliv. 23. Sing,*0 ye Heavens, for 
the Lord hath done it. Break forth into finging, ye 
mountains of Chriftina and Otaheite, ye ever verdant 
foreftsj and every tree therein, for the Lord hath re- 
dec^med Jacob, and glorified himfelf in Ifrael. . Poth it 
become well the juft to be thankful ? then lurely never 
did an occafion arife to call forth purer joy, and more 
exalted praife. The Lord is making bare his holy arm, 
his righteoufnefs hath he openly (hewed in the fight of 
the Heathen. The illes are baiting for his law. . The 
great trumpet of gofpel grace is blown, the found is 
gone forth ta the ends oj the earth. As foon as they 
hear of me, fays our Jehovah, they (hall obey, me ; the 
ftrangers fhall fubmit themfelves unto me. Ah ! bre- 
thren, do not your hearts burn within you, at the tidings 
you have heard, and joining in one vaft burft of praiTe: 
^nd adoration, with angels and archangels, and ail the 
company of Heaven? Can we but (hout. around the 
throne, " Worthy is the Lamb thc^t wasflain, to re- 
♦.* ceive power, and riches, and wifdoixi, and ftrength, 
** and honour, and glory, and blelSing.*' 

Methinks I fee you, brethren, finking beneath th^ 
load of gratitude* Senfatiens, too big for utterance, 
fwell every bofom ; and is rtot every hand lifted up with 
folcmn adjuration? Pfalm cxxxvii. 5. If I (orget thee. 
Jet my right hand forget its cunning; yea, if I do not 
remember thee, let my tongqe cleave to the roof of my 
mouth ! Yes, my dear friends, ours fliall not be the bar- 
ren tribute of the fong we raile^ we will prtife him not 
only with our lips, but in our lives; by giving ourfelves 
up to his fcrvice, and devouiing our bodies, Ibuls, and 
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(pirits, living facrifices, holy and acceptable, which is 
our reafonable fcrvice. Rom. xiii, ; 

Renew your efforts, ye men of God)cf this Society, to 
fpread farther and wider that adored, that endeaied 
name, which is as ointment poured forth. Exercifc 
your wifdpm, roufe all your zeal, cement your happy 
union, arife with renewed vigour to the help of the 
Lord againft the mighty ; think nothing- yet done, 
where fo much remains to be accompliflied ; a thou-^ 
(and iflands, millions, myriads of immortal (buls, are 
yet crying to you, " Come over and help us." Adb 
xvi. 19.. 

Come forth, ye fptrits of the juft, burning with love 
of Jefus, and zeal for the falvation of mankind. Ye 
minifters of flame, that wait on his fanduary, cherilh 
the divine imprei&on, that prompts to this arduous 
fervioe. Rife up to lead the faithful warriors to re- 
newed confli<5bs. Ye feithful, whom the Lord hath 
furniflied with ability and zeal, to build up the ark of 
his church, the fmiths, the carpenters that fmooth the 
planks, as ,well as the architects that plan the fabric, 
awake, as in the ancient days. Tf e men of fcience in 
every depaftment, efpecially in medicine and furgcry, 
fliew yourfelves : . the ipiferies of the difeafed, and the 
dying cry aloud for your healing hand. Ye ready la- 
bourers all, thruft in the (harp ficjde, for the harveft of 
the earth is fully ripe; and he that reapeth, receiveth 
wages, and gathereth fruit unto eternal life; verily your 
reward (hall be great in Heaven. O ! that the people 
might offer thtmfelves willingly — the filver and the gold 
are his. Pour them in, that nothing may be wanting 
to farther the progrefs of a work io happily begun. 
The Lord of Hoftsis evidently with us, the God ot Ja- 
,cobisour refuge. Up then, and be doing.* 
t The time is Ihort; whilft we are deliberating, thou- 
lands are loH — the work n great — the King's bufinefs 
requireth haftc, and fo much the more, as ye fee the 
day approaching. 
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AS the public bav€ ezpreffed Co great an intereft if| 
the tianiliAions of the Miffionary Society, they 
will hear with pkafure, that the Dutf, which performed 
ib fuccefsfuDy the former voyage to th^ iflands of the 
South Seas, is again ready to fs^ for the fame Miffion*- 
ary purpofes^ and through the good providence of God, 
an ample number of, we truft, £^ithfut men and wo* 
men havcoffered them&lves on tht$ i^qble and felf-deoy? 
ing fervice, and are moft of them already embarked. 
The number of perfoos will be at leail forty^ bedd^ 
children; and loany others who wer^ accepted, were 
obliged to wait another opportunity, for want of room. 
.The 2^al tha^ .hath maaifeded itfelf on this occaiion, 
appears to be a token for good to us, and an honour^ 
able evidence to the Chriftian world, that there are not 
wanting many who are ready to labour and lufier hard* 
(hips, asigood foldiers of Jefus. Chrift. 

The uidefatigable labours and exert bns of theDi^ 
ret^ors on this occafion, have done more than it was 
thought poflible t>3 accompliih in tlie time; the feafon 
of departure requiring that the (hip ihould iail this ye^r^ 
as otherwife it muft. have been delayed till September 
or OAober in the year enfuing. The providence of 
God, however, mud he-acknowledged in many favour* 
able circumftances which have occurred ; particularly 
in the furoifliing feveral ferious medical ftudents and 
praditionen, fome ci whom ofiei^ed themielves imme-* 
diately, as they underftogd the want of fuch perfons for 
the MifficH), than which a greater bleffing or a tempa* 
r^l nature can hardly be conceived to. the inhabitants 
of the South Sea Iflands, particularly Otabeite. 

l^cexpenfe incurred by the equipment of the (hi[9| 
with all neceflaries for itfelfVtlie provifioning and other^ 
requirements for upwards of leventy perfons; a fupply 
for the brethren already fettled ; and articles proper td 
exchange with the natives, or make prefents to the 
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chiefs, IS To cOnfiderable, as to icall loodly upon the 
friends oFthe iriftttution^ for their farther affiflance and 
fupport^ 
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DefigtMtM if MiffionarieSj idc. 

ON Tuefiiay, November 13, 1798^ the Miffionsries 
about to embark on this Miffion,*wei« fc^enfinly defig'^ 
na^ to their inip<>rtant work, at Spa-fiekl ChftpeL 
Dr. Haweis read the Conitmon Prtyer^ after which Mr« 
Jermen't prayed- extempore, and Mr. J* Townfend rf- 
fensd the E^efip^mtion Prayer. Bibl^ (the donation dt 
Mr. Bailey, of Hackney), with a foitable addrefs, ^^s^ 
delivered to each of the Miffionaries, \ff the Rev. Meffi-s. 
BFOokfbank,Hamiltcm, Hill,P}att^Iladfbr<], and Weft. 
A fenncm was delivered on the occafion, by Mr. Mao^ 
rice, of Fett«r-lane, from SLev. xi. 15. and a charge t^ 
the Miffionaries, from Phil. i.ag. i>y Mr. Eyre, m 
Homerton . Dr. Htsnter cooduded with prayer« 

On TucfHay evenings November 20, 1 798, the four 
fbUowii^ Miffioiisfies were ordained at Surry Chapel^ 
ifYL. W. Gregory, J. Hill, R. Ii^ev^rque, uA J. L. 
Vardy. The Rev. Row- Hill read the Chuith Prayers, 
tod' Mr. Howell, of Knarefborough (wh# acc^MXipanies 
the Mtffionaries), <*9ered the Ordinaftion Pmyer. Mr. 
Waugh preached from Phil. i. t8. and Mr. Hill gave 
an amiftionate charge to ibe 'MrfiiKmaries, efpeaally 
thofe now <^ained. Mf. Hanrilton condoded with 
prayer. 

On the following morning (Wedncfiiay) die Direc- 
tors afid Miflionanes breakfa^b^ together; after which 
Mr. Hill prayed, and Mr. TownferKd ggve an exhcMta- 
fion. In the evening the MifEonanes unitedly com- 
memorated the loveo? their divine mafter, in the oedi** 
•iiance of the Lord*s Supper. The minifters engi^ed were 
Meffrs. -Eyre, Hill, HoweM, Hunter, it^erer, Nicol, 
Piatt, Reynolds, Vanderkemp and Waugh. 

The (ingle Miffionaries embarked for Graveiend, the 
27th of November, where they arrived on boacd the 
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Duff, on the morBiM of the 29th. ' This bebg the <feiji(. 
of National Thailkigiving, the Miflionaries, who jiad 
been nurtured in the bofom of this highly privileged 
countty, thought it their duty, pn leaving it, to mingle 
their grateful acknowledgments with thofe of the thou^ 
fands of our Britiih Ifra^l. Soon after the (hip was 
brought to anchor, public fervice was held upon tlie 
quarter deck, in which many of the friends at (jravef-' 
end were happy to unite. Mr. Peter Levefque dqji- 
vereda (hort difcourfc from i Cor. xv. 57. " Thanks 
. " be to God who.givcth us the vidory." In the even- 
ing Mr. Wilks preached at the Meeting-houfe in that 
town, from J Sam,;vii. 12* " Hitherto hath the Lord 
" helped us." The pext day (Friday) the Duff weighed 
anchor, and arrived in the Downs about Sunday noouv 
A (hort fervice immediately cpmnienced^ and,ia the 
evening Mr. Benton preached, and, the facran^ent was 
afterwards adminifter^, it being the firft Sabbath in the 
month. Monday evening, De<;cmbcr 3, the ufual time 
of the Monthly Miffionary Ptaycr Meeting was ob- 
fervjed on board the fliip; feveral of the Miffionaries en- 
gaged in prayer, ^pd an appropriate exhortation was de- 
livered. 

On .Wcdnifday, the 5th, the married Mifponaries 
left town to proceed to Portfmputh, and the nt\t 
morntng,the windbbecoming fair, the Duff, in company 
with about 70 otbefr (bipsy proceeded from the Downs- 
to Spithead, wj;iere {h^ ar^vedon Sati/rday. On their 
paffage they were interrupted by a thick fog, wherein 
feveral (hips ran agrOimd,. among which/was the Henry 
Addiogton £a(t Indiaman^ fince gone to pieces. 

On the 1 2th, a favourable breeze fpringing up, fig- 
nal wiqf made fbr failing, and early .next morning the 
fleet weighed again, und§r convoy of the Amphion fri- 
gate> and was out of fight before noon. 
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AJhoTt Hifiory of the Formation and Progrefs of the 
Northern Mijfionary Society in the State of New- York-, 
cotiiained in a Letter from the Rev. Jonas Coe^ to the 
■ ' • Pubtifiier; dated Troy^ Feb. 1 1 , 1 800. 

A CONVENTION of mmiftcrs and private chris- 
tians, of different ^nominations, met,'by mutual 
agreement, on the i jth of January, 1797, in the town 
of Lanfingburgh, for the piirpofe of inftituting a Mif- 
' fionary Society, in the northern part of the State of 
New-Yorki at which time and place a refpedtable num- 
ber, of perfons affembled. The bufmcfs of the day was 
opQned with a fermon, by Dr* Romeyn, from Mat* 
xxviii, 20.' ** Lo, I am with you alw:ay, even unto the 
** end of the world. Amen/' After which, theConwn- 
tion was opened with prayer, by Dodor Smith, and the 
Rev, James Proud fit was chofen Chairman,and the Rev. 
John Baflett, and Jonas Coe, were chofen Clerks. 

Doftor Smith then dated the objed of the meeting, 
and laid before the Convention a draft of the princi- ' 
pies of religion to be agreed to by them, and propagated 
by their Miflionaries, for their confideration^nd ap^. 
probation, which was carefully examined andprovilion- 
ally adopted. 

The Rev. John Baffett, and the Rev. John B. Johnfon, 
laid before the Convention a plan of a Conftitution for 
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the government of the Society ; which being duly con- 
fidered and amended, was referred for final adoption to 
the next meeting of the Convention. 

The Rev. Alexander Proudfit read, before the Gon- 
^ntioB,^ a draft of an Addrefs ^Vhich he had prepared 
to the ghurches in general, on fhe importance of fend- 
ing out Miflionaries, which was referred to a Commit- 
tee, confiding of Do6tor Romeyn, Dodtor Smith, Ja- 
cob Sickles, and Robert Smith. 

Adjourned, to meet in the city of Albany on the 
14th day of February, at 11 o'clock in the forenoon. 

Concluded with prayer. 



' Alhanyy Feb. 14, 1797. 

THE Convention met accofding to adjournment^ 
when a Sermon was preached by Doftor Smith, from 
Mat. vi. 10. " Thy kingdom coftie.'^ After which it 
was opened With prayer, by riii Rev. Mr. Bafiett. 

Dodtor Romeyn was chofea Chairman, and Meflrs. 
Bairetl^tiDd Coe were continued Qerks. 

The Conftitution provifionally adopted at the meet* 
ing at Lanfingburgh was read, paragraph by paragraph, 
and after being again an^endcd and altered, was finally 
adopted by the Convention, as the Conftitution of the 
Northern Mifljonary Society in the State of New-Tork. 
The Committee appointed ro revife the Addrefs to the 
Citizens at large, expreffive of the nature of this Infti* 
tution, and of the importance of \p objeds, reported,, 
th^ tliey had revifed it, and made fuch alterations and 
amendments, as aapeared to them neceflary, which being 
read, was adopteo, and committed to the feme Com- 
mittee, together with the Conftitution, to be correfted 
and printed. 

The following Officers were then eledled for the 
current year : Rev. Doftor Dirck Romeyn, Prefident ^ 
Rev. James Proudfit, Vice-Prefident ; Rev. John Baf- 
fett. Secretary i Rev. Jonas Coe, Clerk j Rev. Elbert 
Willet, Treasurer. 
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DIRECTORS. 

Rev. Doiftor John B. Smith, Rev. John Clofe, Rev. 
Samuel Smith, Rev, Ifaac Labagh, Rev. John B. John- 
fon. Rev. David S. fiogart, Rev. William M'Caulcy, 
Rev, Daniel Marfli, Rev, James 'Mairs, Rev. John 
Dunlap, Rev. Anthony T. Braun, Rev. Robert F. 
Srplth, Rev. Alexander Proudfit, Rev. Jacob Sickles, 
General James Gordon, Dodor Hunloche Woodruff, 
Mr. Ebenczer Clark, Mr. Abraham Eights, ?*lr. Ifaac 
Hutton, Mr. Jacob Vandexheyden, Mr. Abraham 
Hunn, General Abraham Outhout, Mr. Elijah Janes, 
Mr. Cornelius P. Wyckoff. 

The Society adjourned to meet on the firfl Thurfday 
in May, in the Dutch Church at Schcnedady. 

Concluded with prayer. 



Schme£la(fyy May^ 1797* 

THE Society met according to adjournment, and 
was opened with prayer. 

The Prefident, for certain rcafons, was excufad from 
preaching the fermoil, appointed hio} at the laft meet^ 
ing c£ the Society, 

Application being made agneeaWy to the Conftitu- 
*tion, the Society reiolved, that the towns of Salem, Sa- 
ratoga, and Charlton, be, and hereby are conflituted 9 
department of this Society, to be known and diftin- 
guifhed by the name of Def^rtment, No. i. 

Refolvedy That the town of Schene<ftady, and the 
adjacent places, within the circumference of fix miles, 
be, and hereby are conftitutcd a department of the So- 
ciety, to be known and diflinguilhed by the name of 
Department, No. 2. 

* Refolvedy That the city of Albany, the towns of 
Troy, Lanlingburgh,and Waterford, be, and hereby are 
"conftituted a department of the Society, to be known 
and difiinguifhed by the name of Department, No. 3. 

Orderedy That the feveral departments, thus confb- 
tuted, be immediately organized, and report a true 
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copy of their proceedings at every annual meeting of the 
Society, and ftated meeting of the Board of Direftors. 

Adjourned to meet in the town of Troy, on the nth 
day of February, and that the Rev. Alexander Proud- 
fit open the meeting with a Sermon. 

Concluded with prayer, 

Troyy Feb. 1798. 

THF/Socicty met according to adjournment, and a 
Sermon was preached by the Rev. A4exander Proudfit, 
J(rom Mark xvi. 15. after which the Society was opened 
with prayer, and proceeded to bufinefs. 

In tranfafting it, they received a number of mem- 
bers into the Society — ^heard the reports of the different 
departments — and adopted the following plan of corrcf- 
pondence with the New- York Miffionary Society, viz, 

!• That a friendly correfpondence be eftablilhed and 
maintained between the two Societies, in which they 
ftall mutually communicate fuch information as may 
be judged neceflary and ufeful, for promoting the great 
objefts of their inftitution, particularly the ftate of their 
funds ; the profpeft and probable means of increafing 
them ; the ftate of the frontiers, and Indian tribes, and 
the procuring and lending out Miffionaries, &c. 

2. The Miffionaries ot either Society ihall be fent 
out jointly, and with the united fandion and recom- 
mendation of both : provided, however, that they (hall 
be accountable to that Society, by which they Ihall 
have been procured. 

- 3. That either Society may, as circumftances require, 
apply to the other for pecuniary aid, and fliall receive 
fuch affiftance as the funds, together with their engage^ 
mcnts and profpefts, may enable them to afford. 

4. That, on particular occafions, there Ihall be joint 
meetings of the Direftors, or of Committees appointed 
by them, or by the Societies, for the purpolcs of mutual 
conference, and for concerting fuch meafures as may 
feem beft calculated for accomplilhing the important 
ends which they contemplate. 
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5. That the members of either Society, occafionally 
prcfent at a meeting of the other, Ihall be admitted to a 
feat and vote ; and that the Diredors (hall- be entitled 
to the fame privilege in their refpedive boards. 

6. That thefe bonds of uniou, and principles of co- 
operation, may be extended to all Societies, inftitutcd 
upon the fame principles, and for fimilar purpofes. 

At this meeting of the Society, according to the re- 
port of the Treaiurer, the total amount of the funds 
were 324 dollars and 83 cents. 

The report of the Board of Diredors contains nothing 
important. 

The Society proceeded to the choice of officers for 
the enfuing year, when the Rev. Dodor John B. Smith 
was chofen Prefident ; the Rev. James Proudfit, Vice- 
Prefident; the Rev. Jonas Goe, Secretary; the Rev. 
John B. Johnfon, Clerk ; and lylr. Elbert Willet, Trca- 
furer. 

DIRECTORS. 

Rev. James Mairs^ Rev. William M'Cauley, Rev. 
John Baflett, Rev. John Clofe, Rev. John Dunlap, 
Rev. Samuel Smith, Rev. Alexander Proudfit, Rev. 
JohnDemereft, Rev.IfaacLabagh, Rev. John B.John- 
fon, Dodor Dirck Romeyn, Dodor John B. Smith, 
Mr. Chriftian Miller, Mr. James Gordon, Mr. Cor- 
nelius P.-Wyckoff, Mr. Abraham Hunn, Mr. Ifaac 
Hutton, Mr. William .Bell, Mr. Abraham Eights, 
Mr. Abraham Outhout, Mr. Andrew Yates, Mr. Ja- 
cob D. Vanderheyden, Mr. Cornelius VanVeden, Mr. 
Elijah Janes. 

Adjourned to meet at Schenedady, on the fecond 
Tuefday in September, at 1 1 o'clock in the forenoon. 

Concluded with prayer. 



ON the 13th of March, 1798, there was, an extraor- 
dinary meeting of the Society called, in the city of Al- 
bany, in confequence of a conference between Depart- 
ment, No. 3, and the Chiefs and Warriors of the Oneida 
Indians. Thefe Chiefs and Warriors propofed to convey 
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to the Society 400 acres of land, for the fupport of ^ 
Miffionary among them, which they have fince aftually 
and legally done, with the confent of the Lcgiflature of 
the State, and the Society has been incorpor^ed, by an 
adt paffcd for that cxprefs purpofc, which enables thcni 
to hold thofe lands, with other funds, for promoting 
the great objeft of their aflbciation. I have not the 
date of the a<5k of incorporation, but it paffed at the 
dofe of theSeffion of the Lcgiflature in 1798. 

I (hall add nothing further with refpcft to the 
Oneidas, until after our next meeting of the Society. 
I have, in my poffeffion, a letter frojn the Chiefs and 
Warriors of that nation, which has been before the 
Board of Direftors, and upon which they have aftedj 
but all which muft go before the Society before it ought 
to be publilhed. The whole, interefting and important, 
will probably form the fubftancc of the Director's next 
report to the Society. 



ScheneBadyy Sept. 11 ^ ^79^* 

THE Society met according to adjournment, anc} 
was opened with prayer; after which a fcrmon wa^ 
preached by the Rev. Samuel Smith, from Pfalm ii. 8. 

The following plan of Miffions was prepared by a 
Committee appomted for that purpofe, and reported^ 
and adopted by the Society at this meeting. 

I. That a door appears to be opening in providence, 
for the Society to diredt a Miflion to the following tribes, 
of Indians, viz. the Oneidas, and other tribes eaft of Lake 
Erie, which heretofore were known by the name of the 
Six Nations ; and alfo to the Chipawas, Hurons, and 
other nations living in the vicinity, and weft of Detroit, 
on the waters of Lake Michigan and Superior, and the 
rivers IHonois and Miamis. The nations above-men- 

_ r 

tioned, in the opinion of the Committee, arc fufEcient 
to engage the exertions of the Society, in promoting the 
great objeft of their aflbciation, at leaft, for the prefentj 
and they are particularly fingled out from other nations. 
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in confequence of accounts bein^ received from each of 
them, favourable to their reception 9f the gofpcl. 

2. That it be recommended to the general Board of 
Diredors of this Society, to ufe every fuitable mean to 
procure, on the moft rcafonable terms, two well qualified 
minifters of the gofpelj and two perfbns well qualified for 
inftruding and catecbifing, to go as Miflionaries to the 
aforefaid nations. 

3. That as much of the ufefulnefs'and fucceis of 
Miilionaries will depend upon their confining them* 
felves wholly to the great objedk of their miffion, and by 
no means engaging in any thing foreign thereto'^ there- 
fore it ihould DC enjoined on the Miffionaries, not to 
togage in politics, trafic, or fpeculation, or in any .other 
bufinefs which is not immediately conneded with the 
duties of a Miffionary or Catechift. 

4. That the whole of the funds of the Society, now 
intheh'ands oftheTreafurer, or which in future fliall 
be received, either Jby obligations or donations, oi^bt 
to be devoted to tile purpofe of fuch Miffions, and that 
as foon as the land propofed to be given by the Onei^ 
das be conveyed to the Society, immediate meaibres 
be adopted to render it produftive. 

5. That when i Miffion (hall be efbtblirficd, every 
member of this Society (hall hold himfelf bound to uie 
his influence with his fellow-<ntizens, to obtain their af* 
fiilance in increafii^ the fun^s of the Society. 

6- And that, if the plan above fuggefted be approved 
by the Society, the Secretary be direfted to forward a 
copy of the fame to the New- York Miffionary Society, 
and requeft their concurrence and co-operation. 

Refolved, That it ber recommended to all the mem- 
bers of the Society to fpend fome time in prayer to Al- 
mighty God, on every firft Tuefday afternoon, in each 
quarter of the year, beginning with the firft Tuefday in 
Oftober next ; and in fuch places where feveral mem- 
bers live contiguous to each other, it be recommended 
to them to unite in focial prayer at thofe times. It is 
particularly recommended to all the members, to be en* 
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gaged at the throne of grace, in petitioning the infinite! 
Jehovah, to put a flop to the progrefs of infidelity, li-^ 
centioufnefs and vice ; to pour out the Holy Spirit^ and 
promote pure morahty and undefiled religion; to dcr 
ftroy Satan's kingdom, and advance the kingdom of 
the glorious Redeemer among the nations of the earthy 
and make way for the univerlal fpread of the gofpel of 
Chrift throughout all the world. 

Adjourned to meet at Stillwater, on the firft Thur- 
day of February, at \ i o'clock in the forenoon. 

Concluded with prayer. 

« 

Stillwater^ Feb. 7* 1799. 

THE Society met according to adjournment, and 
was opened with prayer. 

A Sermon was preached by Doftor Smith, (infteadof 
Mr. Coe, who was appointed to preaqh, and was un- 
well,) from Romans viii. 13. 

Nothing very fpecial was tranfa^led at this meetingj 

From the report of the Treafurer, the furxls amounted 
to 514 dollarsrand 99 cents. 

The following Officers were chofen for the current year : 
Rev. John Dunlap, Prefidentj Rev. Samuel Smithy 
Vice-Prefident ; Rev. Jonas Coe, Secretary ; Rev. John 
B. Johnfon, Clerk ; Mr. Elbert Willet, Treafurer. 

DIRECTORS. 

Do(5tor Dirck Romeyn, Rev. Robert Smith, RcV, 
John Baffett, Rev. James Mairs, Rev. Alexander 
Proudfit, Rev. John Demereft, Rev. James C. Ro- 
meyn, Rev. John Dunlap, Rev. John B. Johnfon, 
Rev. Eliphalet Nott; Rev. Jonas Coe, Rev. John Clofe, 
Rev. Wlnflow Page, Rev. George Mairs, Mr. Jacob 
D. Vanderheyden, Mr. Cornehus Van Veftcn, Mr. 
Beriah Palmer, 'Mr. John Ten Broeck, Mr. Luther 
Hriliy, Mr. Abraham Outhout, Mr. William Scott^ 
Dr: Mead, Mr. Philip Heart, Mr.. Chriftian Miller. 

THE Minutes of our lafl: meeting, which was in 
the city of Albany, on the firft Thurfday of September 
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laft, I have not in my poffcflion ; they are ftill in the 
hands of the Clerks 

I have trantpribed no report of the Board of Direc- 
tors, as they liave been heretofore very deficient in their 
reports, and have detailed nothing very material in the 
partial ones which they have made. The reports of the 
Departments arc too lengthy and minute tor publica- 
tion; I have therefore omitted them altogether. 

I am not in polleffion of all the papers necefiary to 
;ive you a complete ftatement of all the members of the 

riety, and the total amount of our funds at prefent. 
This I will endeavour to do after our next annual meet- 
ing, which will be in September next, at Salem, Walh- 
ington county. The Board of Direftors will meet in 
May, after which I will carefully tranfmit you every 
thing material in their proceeding^,, which, i prefume^ 
wiU be interefting and important. 

I would only add, that we have made additional de- 
partments iince our firfl airangement, which meet four 
times a year, aiid are receiving new members froni al- 
inoft all the congregations around us — the General So- 
ciety is, therefore, gradually increafing^ — its funds enlarg- 
ing — and our prolpefts or becoming extenfively ufeful 
brightening. 



The Conftitution of the Northern Mvffionary Society in the 

State of New- York. 

CHAPTER 1. Of the Defign and Principles of the 

Society. 

i.rTnHIS Society fhall be called The NoRXHERit 

Jj^ Missionary Society in the State of 

New-York. - ^ 

2. The principal obje<5t of the Society fhall be to 
propagate the gofpel among the Indian tribes, and in 
thofe frontier places of our country which ace deftitute 
of its ordinances, and which are not organized into 
Chriflian Societies. Nor (hall bufinefs di any kuid. 
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which does not relate to this obje<fl:, be difcufled at tticf 
meetings of the Society. 

3, Thegr^at outlines of thofe religious principles, in 
which the members of the Society are agreed, and which' 
they defire to diiflTufe amongft others, are the following : 
That in the divine eflence there are three diftinft per- 
fons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft, equal 
in perfection and glory — That the eternal God, wha 
created all things for his own glory, made man upright, 
and entered intoapeculiar covenant with him, as federal 
head of his pofterity — That man fell from his ftateof 
reftitude, and involved all his pofterity in his fall, who 
are thus, by nature, children of wrath, totally depraved,- 
dead in trefpaffes and fins, and without help or hope 
in themfelves, or any created power — That a provffion 
of grace is made, for a reftoration from this ruin through 
Jelus Chrift, the eternal Son of God; with whom, as 
the only Mediator between God and man, and the fe- 
deral head of the elcftton of grace, a covenant having 
been eftabliftied frOm everkifting, he, by affuming the 
human nature, into a perfonal union with the divine na- 
ture, was manifefted in the flefli — That being very God 
and real man in one perfon, he, as the furety of his peo- 
ple, yielded perfect obedience to the precept of the di-* 
vine law, and endured its penalty, by ofFenag a perfeft 
facrificc and atonement for their fins — That his righte- 
oufnefs, confifting of his obedience and fufferings, freely 
imputed by God, and received by a living faith, is the 
only ground of their pardon, acceptance with God, and 
title to eternal life — That they are made alive unto 
God ; are vitally united with the Lord Jefus Chrift, as 
their living head 5 are renewed in heart, fanftified, and 
rendered meet for heaven, by the efficacious and al- 
mighty energy of the Holy Spirit — That the facred 
fcriptures, contained in the Old and New Teftamcnt, 
and the ordinances of the gofpel, are the great means 
which he employs in commencing, effeding, and com- 
pleting his work of grace in the heart — That there is aa 
infeparable connexion between the . free grace of God^ 
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x-eccived by faith, and the praAice of holinefs — That all 
ivho are vitally united to Chrift, are kept by the power 
of God through faith, unto eternal falvation — That 
God did, from the beginning, fet apart, one day in fe- 
ven, as an holy Sabbath, to be immediately employed 
in his fervice -y and that the Lord's day is of no lefs inr 
difpenfible obligation, under the Cbriftian, than the 
Sabbath was under the Patriarchal ^^nd Jcwifh difpen- 
fatipns — That there will be a general refurredtion, both 
of the juft and the unjuft, whofe eternal retribution 
(hall be awarded by Jefus Chrift ^ and that the righteous 
(hall be adjudged to endlefs life, and the wicked to end-^ 
lefs puni(hment. 

4. The Society will cordially corre(pond and co-oper 
rate with any other Societies, who, agreeing in thefe im<- 
portant truths, incline to unite in profecuting the fam^ 
4efign with this Society. 

CHAP IL Of Officers, 

1 . In this Society there (hall be a Pre(idcnt, Vice* 
Prefident, a Secretary, ^ Treafurer, and a Clerk ; all of 
whom (hall be chofen by ballot, at every annual meet- 
ing of the Society, by a majority of the members prefent. 

2. The duty of the Pre(id^nt (hall be, to pr^erve 
order, to ftate queftions, to make known the buftie(s 
which is from time to time to be tranfadted, to give a 
deciding voice, whenever the Society may be equally 
divided on any queftion, and to call (pecial meetings, 
agreeably to the limitations expje(redin this cpnftitution, 
of which meetings notice (hall be given in one or more 
of the public newfpapers. 

. 3. In cafe of the abfence of the Prefident, the Vicc» 
Pre(ident (hall take his place, and perform his duties. 

4. The Treafurer (hall take charge of the funds, 
and other property of this Society ; (hall anfwer all legal 
demands, keep a regular account of the income and 
expenditures, and annually prefent the fame for in(pec- 
tion : he (hall alfo give lufficient fecurity for the due 
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performance of his truft, before he eaters on the eKe-> 
cution of his office. 

5. It (hall be the duty of the Secretary ^uthfuUy to 
record the proceedings of the Society, and to tiunfmit 
and receive all communications from and to this afibcta* 
tion. 

6. It ftiall be the duty of the Clerk to take the mi- 
nutes of the proceedings of the Society, and to deliver 
the fame to the Secretary, to be recorded in a book to 
be [MxJvidedfor that purpofe. 

CHAP. in. Of DireSiors. 

1. There (hall be chofen, by ballot, at every animal 
meeting of this Society, twenty-four Diredtors, Who 
(hall 'be called Tke Genera/ Board of bireStors^ and 
Ihall meet twice in every year; on the firft Thurfday ift 
May, and on the firft Thurfday in November ; the firft 
of which meetings ftiall be -held in the town of Sche- 
neSady^ and afterwards on their own adjournment. 
« 2-. When nine Direftors (hall be convened, they ftiall 
liave power to proceed to buiinefs. 

3. The bufineife of the General Board of DireftoB 
•Ihall be to arrange and prefent, for the confideration of 
tlio Society, fuch plans or meafures as they may deem 
coificident with the principles, and calculated to pro- 
mote the important objefts of the affociation ; to cor- 
refpond, through the medium of the Secretary of the So- 
ciety, with inftitutions df a fimilar nature, in this or in 
other countries, and with all perfons who may be in- 
clined to fiivour the general objedts which 'this afibcia- 
tion have in view, and to dire<ft all miflions — ^But for.^1 
•fuch afts, and^n all cafes whatfoever, they Ihall bcre- 
fponfible to the Society. 

CHAP. IV. Of Departntents. 

I . As this Society is at prefent compofed of mem- 
bers from different places, and contemplates acceflions, 



from tliofe iwkich aie ftifl nx>Fe «egttote» it oiay efiatbliih, 
from time to time, as many diftind depaitoKats a& 
may be deemed nectary, to advaoce the pious <3bjeds 
of theinftitution. 

2. The departments, when formed, (hall be knovvn 
by the names of No. !• No. 2. &c.. 

3. Diftindt departments (hall be formed by the So- 
ciety, whenever application (haU be made by feven 
loefiftbeis. 

4* In each of the departments thece fluJl annually 
be defted a Pre(ident, Seccetaiy, and TreaAirer of de- 
partments. 

5. The Frefidents . mnl Secretaries of departments 
(hall difcharge fimilar chities in tb^ departmoits io tbofe 
pfdcribed to thePrefideot and Secret aiy of the Society^ 

6. The Treafurers of departoients ihail coUod, ia 
thdr r^pe£tive departments, all monies which, from 
time to time^ (hall b^ome due to tiie Society,. and ihali 
tK&nfnekit the fame, every (ix months, to the Trcafui^cr 
of the Society. 

7. The d€ipa):tmeQts"thus oonftitutecl (hall co-operaie 
in promoting the general *de%fi of thie in(iitutiQn ; HiasA 
have *the power of xece^ving membevs agreeably to .this 
conftitution ; and all members of the departments &all 
be, ipjo faBo^ members of the Society. 

8. Each lof the departmeots ihaU delegate lOne mem* 
ber, to meot and to ad with the^ Generai Board rof Di* 
fedois. 

-CHAP. V. Of the Meetings of the Society. 

• » 

1 . This Socioty (hall xiuael; annually^ on \\yw own 
adjournment. 

2. Twehre members (hall be deemed a (ufficienit 
number to adjourn from day to day i and .fifteen (hall 
be a fu(ficient number to proceed to bu(inefs. 

3. At jevery ftated meeting of the ScKiety a fermon 
(hall be preached by a member of this aflfociation, who 
(hall be appointed for that purpofe at the preceding an« 
nual meeting, and a coUedion (ball be noade. 
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4. Every meeting of this Society (hall be opened and 
doled with prayer. . 

5. Special, meetiiigs Ihall be called by the Prcfident, 
at the requeft of five members. 

« 

CHAP. VI. 0/ Miffiomries. 

Every perfon who may offer himfelf as a candidate for 
any miffion, Ihall produce a certificate from the Judi- 
catory to which he belongs, recommending him as a 
Miffionary to the, General Board of Direftore, and par- 
ticularly fpecifying his piety, ability, and aptnefs tq 
teach,* and his firm determination to inculcate the prin- 
ciples expreffed in Art, 3. of Chap. I. of this Conftitu-i 
tion; and, on further examination, being found quali- 
fied, fuch perfon (hall receive a teltimonial from (aid 
Board of Dire6kors, of his being approved of, and ap-» 
pointed a Miflionary of this Society, 

2. On every miffion at leaft two Miffionaries (hall 
be appointed, if practicable, for the purpofe of counr 
felling, affiding, and encouraging each pther,.who (hall 
refpeAively render an accurate return to the Board of 
Directors of their tranfadions, and of the ftate of reli«r 
gion in the places they may have vifited, 

3. The particular duties of the Mifiionaries (hall be^ 
faithfully to preach the gofpel of the Lord Jefus Chrift, 
and further by catechetical inftruftion, to inculcate the 
principles adopted by the Society, and exprefled in 
Chap. I. Art. 3. to ufe their be^ endeavours to efta- 
bli(h fchools, and to introduce among({ the Indian tribes 
the arts of civilized life; to comply with the diredions 
they may, from time to time, receive from the General 
Board or Directors ; and, finally, by a prudent and pious 
deportment, to enforce their inftrudions. 

CHAP. VII. Of the Admiffion of Members. 

• I. Any perfon may be admitted a member of this 
Society, who is of good moral cbarader, and whofe 
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|>rinciples of religion arc thofc which are exprefled in 
Chap. I. Art. 3. of this Conftitution. 

2. In order to a perfon's being admitted a member of 
this Society, a majority of the votes of the members 
prefeht (hall be requifite, except with regard to thofe 
who arc admitted through departments. Each mem- 
ber, on his admifiion, (hall (ign this Conftitution « 

3. Honorary members may be admitted into this 
aflbciation only iat a ftated annual meeting, and with 
the approbation of a majority of the members prefent. 

4. Every perfon, honorary members excepted, (hall, 
upon his admifiion into this Society, pay, or caufe to be 
paid, into the hands of the Treafurer, at leaft the fum 
of two dollars, and annually, at leaft the fum of two 
dollars.* 

5. The fole right and power of excluding members 
is vefted in the Society;' convened at a ftated annual 
meeting. A departure from the general principles of 
the afTociation, exprefled in Art. 3. Chap. I. of this 
Conftitution ; and a walk, and con veriation immoral^ 
and unchriftian, (hall always be confidered as fufficient 
grounds of exclu(ion from this Society. 

6. Every member, on application being made in writ- 
ing to the Society, for difmiffion, at an annual meetings 
(hall be entitled to the fame. 

CHAP. VIII. Of Funds. 

I . The ' funds of this Society (hall be raifed from 
the entrance money — ^firom the annual contribution of 
members — ^and from the voluntary donations of the 
charitably difpofed. 

CHAP. IX. Of Alterations in the Conjlitution of tlie 

Society. 

I . No alterations (hall take place, unlefs a motion, 
expreffing the fame, (hall have been made at a previous 

* At a meetiogof the Society, on the eighth of February, 1798, 
at Troy, it was resolved to reduce the deposit, on entrance, to two 
dollars ; and the annual payment to one dollar. 
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ineeting of the Society, at kaft three months before the 
diicuflion of fuch motion. 

.2. Two thirds of the members prefeot muft concur 
lo effcdk any alteration. 
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New* York. 

To ///tf PUBLIC. 

Men and Brethren^ 

CHRISTIANS are under everlaftiag obligations to 
glorify their divine Matter, and to promote the 
enlargement of his kingdom. His infinite worth, the 
force of his divine command, the excellency; and bene* 
fits of his goTpel, the grace which they have received^ 
and the wretchednefs of the world, all concur to promgt 
their ardour in thi3 important work. When, therefore, 
iniquity abounds, and its votaries oombine their efforts 
againft the caufe of Chrift, it becomes his friends to 
awake from inactive negligence. It is their duty, influ- 
enced by the warmeil attachment to their glorious Lord, 
and the pureft philanthropy, to rally round the gofpel 
Aandard, in order. to countera^ the malice of its ene« 
mics. Perfuaded of the bleffednefs which is annexed to 
the charafter of a real difciple of Jeius, they ardently 
defire to fee as many as poffible united in the fame com* 
mon faith with tbemfelves, and partakers of the fame 
great falvation. Under, thefe impreffions, a coalition 
has been recently formed amongft Chriftians ofvarious 
denominations, both in Europe and America, to pro- 
pagate the gofpel to diftant nations. Their pious zeal 
has ftimulated them to uncommon exertions, and the 
fpirit of their Mafter has infpired them with the noble 
purpofe of forgetting their partial diftindtions, for a 
higher and fai more important objeft. This extraordi- 
nary union, and its attendant circumftances, are a happy 
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J)fefage, that the tJme approaches when, according to. tb^ 
predictions of ancient prophecy, " The nations (hall 
*^ fear the Lord from the weft, and his glory from the 
*^ riflng of the fun/' It is pronounced as an indication 
of God's fpecial favour to. his church, and of the def- 
tined time for fiiowing it, ^' That his fenrants take plea* 
^^ fure in her duft and ruins.'* And, agreeably to this^- 
we find, upon confulting the page of hiftory, that when 
the Eternal is about to revive religion, and extend it» 
influence in the world, he generally prepares his way, 
by previoufly exciting his people to combine their ti^ 
forts in bis caufe. Though the work be all his own, both 
as to counfel and effeft, and though his promife abib^* 
lutely fecure its accomplifhment in due feafon ^ yet his 
commands are laid upon his people to exert themfelves 
in the fervice, and his facred will in them declared, " For 
'^ all Ihefe things will I be inquired of by the houfe of 
♦* Ifrael." The encouragement which they may derive 
from the power, and faithfulnefs of Chrift, and from the' 
peculiar iigns of the times, is great. Therefore, thought 
infidelity and error have burft all ufual refiraints, and 
threaten, like a flood, an univerial inundation; yet it 
may certainly be expe(£^ed, that the ipirit of the Lord 
will raife Bp a ftandard to refill their progrefs. Perhaps 
the Aflbciations to which we have alluded may be the 
commencement of the defirable event. Perhaps, whei» 
Zion's watchmen fee eye to eye, and her citizens take 
each other cordially by the hand for mutual encourage-* 
ment, the Lord may cauie her to rife from the duft, and 
put o]> her beautiful gavments, and increase her glory 
by the full acceflion of the Gentile Nations. With this 
pleafmg hope, a Miflionary Society has been formed in 
the city of New-York, compofed of miaifters and pri-* 
vate chriftians of various denominations^ who are agreed 
in the eflential dodtrines of the gofpel. 

Their objeft is to diiieminate the knowledge of the 
great falvation amongft tlie favage oacions of America, 
and the inhabitants on our frontier fettlements^ De- 
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lirous to co-operate in promoting this important objedt^- 
a number of the friencb to chriftianity, jn this northeriib* 
quartej:, have formed an Ailbciation, on fimilar prin-^ 
ciple&y and requeft your cordial concurrence, Th^ ob« 
jed is important, and muf^' certainly engage the att^n-* 
tion of all, who either regard the honour oi Chriftj or 
can realize the value of an immortal fpirit. 

When we caft our eyes upon our Weftern Worlds 
we behold myriads of precious fouls, perifhing without: 
vifion; totally ignorant of the great Redeemer, who- 
alone can deliver from the wrath to come ; and havii^ 
not even heard that there is a Holy Ghoil, whofe office 
it is to (an£kify, and prepare the foul for immortal glory. 
Surely, not only*a concon for the glory of God, ai^ 
gratitude for that redemption which he hath puiTchafed 
with hb own blood -, but compaifion for the fouls of 
theie favages, (hould roufe from indi&rencen and^ 
prompt us to aftion^ Are they not our brethren ? Have 
we not all fprung from the fame common ftock ? Are 
we not plunged, by tran%refiion, in the fame mifery and 
guilt,, and deftined alike for an eternity of wretched^ 
nefs or blifs? Have we tailed that the Lord is gracious, 
and ihall we not invke others to the. fame feUowfliip > 
Y^ know, beloved in the Lord, the heart.of a ftranger; 
for ye yourfelves were once Gentiles, ftrangers to the 
covenant of promiie, and aliens from the commonwealth 
ef IfiraeL 

The difEculties in attempting to chriftianize the 
Heathen, are, no doubt, formidable. They may, by 
fome, be reprefented as infurmountable. Thefe we have 
duly realized ; we feel their weight ; but cannot confi- 
dtr them as fufBcient to juftify us in declining the at* 
tempt. We may difmifs them all, with this fimple re- 
ply, " With God all things are poffible." Is he not 
omnipotent? Is he not able to execute, by his power^ 
what he hath purpofed in his love, or revealed in his 
word ? The hearts of all men are in his hand, and as tha 
fivers of W2ter» heturneth them whitherfoever he will* 
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The rude ^vage of the wildcrnefs, no lefs than the pa- 
IVflied citizen of Athens or Rome, he can, at his plea* 
4ure, turn fron^ idols, to ferve the living God. 

Befides, upon a retrofpeftive view of -the progrefe of 
cliriftianity, and the oppofition which it has fi^cccfsfuUy 
encountered, all conceivable difficulties muft utterly va* 
nifh. Who could have anticipated the mighty revolu- 
tion that was a£tually accompliflied by the lew difciples, 
whom Jefus fent forth to preach .amongft the nations ' 
yet mnidft circumftances fo unpromifing, how rapid, 
'how fplendtd were the triumphs of the crofs ! The ob- 
'fltinacy of the Jew, and the ferocity of the Gentile, ,tbe 
lavage habits of the rude barbarian, and the vile enor- 
mities of the more civilized Heathen, were proftrated 
alike^ before the energy of its doftrines. May not thefe 
coi^deratiom fervc to remove all difcouragements ? Are 
they not fufficient to diffipate our fears, and confirm 
cur refolutibns ? San&ioned by the divine, command, ^ 
** Preach the gofoel to every creature i" fupported by 
the divine promife, " Lo, i am with you always;'* let 
us perfevere, regardlels of oppofition, and aflured of 
fuccefs. " His arm is pot fhoitened, that it cannot 
fave." " The refidue of the Spirit is with him, and he 
waits to be gracious.'* But fhould our hopes be altoge- 
ther difappointed ; Ihould our endeavours be as unfuc- 
•cefsful as the objeft is defirable; yet " iliall our judg- 
ment be with fhe I^ord :" our work of faith, and la- 
bour of love will not be forgotten. The duty is obvi- 
ous ; let us nukc' the experiment, and fubmit the iffue 
to fovereign grace. Thopugh the feed fown in the wil- 
derncfs, byourMiffionaries, Ihould lay through time 
unproduftive, yet in the day of retribution, it fhall yield 
us a harveft of.glorj'. 

In an undertaking of this kind, our firft concern (hould 
be, to fecure the countenance of heaven. " Ye," there- 
fore, " that make mention of the Lord, keep notfilence, 
and give hira no reft, till he eftablilh, and till he make 
Jcrufalem a praife in the earth." Be frequently, be 
^fervently engaged on our behalf. Pj^y that a fpirit of 
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jEmraB^fa Letter from the ^ev. Dr. Greeny tif ¥hii^ 
delphiayto a DireSor of the London Mtffionary Society. 

,\^From tht Evangelical Mag^vdru^ for April^ 1 799.3 

Philadelphia'^ July 3 1 , . 1 798. 

THE Evatigdical Magazine is a very entortainmg^ 
snd, I think, ufetol pisblicatien :— I ^hope you 
will be fo good as to continue to fend it to me ; and I an 
truly ibny I cannot ^make you the fuitable return^ \sf 
tranfmitting more numbers of the work which was be* 
^n under a fimilartitle in this country ; but at prefent 
that'worbisiat a fbind. 

The SiiiPmons before the Miffionary Society, and the 
Sermon and Chai^ at the defignatioif of the Mtffiona* 
ries, iiave given me pleafure in the perufal; and to this 
pleafure it is a confiderable addition, that I am able to 
fend you a iermon (t^ Mr. Mafon), on^a fioiilar occa- 
lion, frdm this fide of the Atlantic ; and, &s far as I arii 
capable of judging/ not inferior in excellence to any T 
have feen on the fubjeft. The Conflitution of the 
New- York Miffionary Society I alfo . inclofe- In this 
city we are jufl about oozing one^em'much the fame 
plan; fo that you perceive that your Societies have done 
good* by the influence of their example^ as well as by the 
dir« A exertions to fpread the gofpel which they have 
originated. By your zeal we have undoubtedly been 
ftir^ed up^ and, I hope, that the fpirit which has gone 
fertb will extend far and wide. 



Hecember t^y ^798- 
ALAS ! who can tell whether the work he has begun - 
ihall ever be completed ! I had written as above, w^en 
that awful fcourge of our devoted city— the yellow fe- 
ver — ^agaiu nwde its appearance among us, and abforbcd 
all other confiderations in a folicitude which it produced 
for the prefervation of hfe. I^cnt with my family to 
the country, tfid there remained till the firfl day of*^thc 
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\a& moirt la • During the prevaleace of the peftllence here 
hi i797> 1 was. dltfiroi^s to try the cSk&, of a zealous de-* 
claration of the tmtbs of the gofpel, in circumftances 
which made every individtial feel the uncertainty of life.* 
I accordingly kept my churdi openr through the whde 
of it ; and being favoured with ttnconamonly eomfort-* 
abk vvsws of divine tn)th myfelf> which feemed to mfe 
me above the fear of de^th or difeafe^- I pei^fked, in op* 
|)Qfition to the entreaties of my friends, to preacb*three 
time^ a week,, durii^ ^ whole tieae the difeaie pre^ 
vailed in the city. But I faw no permanent, or, at leaiV 
no remarkable fruits of my labour. On the contrary, it 
appeared evident, that though the people were fome« 
what a^edUd under the difcourfes I deliveredy yet their 
(eelings were tranficnt, and Hk no abiding itopreffions 
on their hearts* So true, in experience, » it^ that nothing 
hvkt th^ SfHrit of God will ev^ difpofe the human mind 
to ti!irn from fin to holinefs. The people indeed to' 
whom i preached were a medley of ail denominations 
and deicriptions^ for three-fourths (^ my own diarge had 
flad firoiB the city ; and as there was no Engliib church 
open except my own> and one of the Weiilean Metho* 
di0;s» they flocked to me from- all quarters. This year 
I determined to leave the city alio ; and a£Ker continu* 
ing to preach> till out of five hi^idred &milies, of which^ 
my congr^^ion b oompofed> not more than fifty in^ 
dividuab remaioedv I went t^ Princeton with myfa^ 
mily, and th^fe com^noed till, the beginning of Novem^ 
ber laft. In 1793, both Mrs. Green and myfdf had an 
attack of this di^ful diiealib; but fince that time none 
of my family (blefied be God) has been viiked with it. 
Philadelphia) and indeed ail our maritime cities and 
towns, are threatened with min fi'om this fearful ma- 
lady. In a range of fea-coaft of more than 400 miles 
to the north-eaft of .this place, not one fea-port has this 
year whdly efcaped^at lead not one town of confiderai}>le 
importance. While the Sovereign of the univerfe is 
chaftifing other countries by the defola^jpag fword, he 
feems to have determined to fcourge us by the devour* 
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kig peftilencc ; and it is the moft gloomy part of tlie' 
talc that we grow no better, but rather worfe, while we 
fuffer the rebukes of heaven. What will be the iflue,' 
God only knows. It is a confolation to think that he 
reigns, arid to be allured that all things work togetbei^ 
for good to them that love him. 

The bufinefs of Miffions with us has received fome 
interruption from the peftilence. At New* Yorft, how^ 
ever, they are prepared to fend two Miffionari^ to the 
Chickefaw nation of Indians, on our fouth-weft fronlacr, 
I have, at the rcqueft of the Society, jiift been with the 
Secretary of State, Mr. PickierIng,'ort: this bufineis. He 
is difpofed to give it all the encouragement and afEft-* 
ance ii> his power ; and has furnilhed the information, 
and has promifed to furnifti the other accommodations' 
wliich the Society requeft ; and J believe it will not be 
on| before the Miffionasies I have mentioned entcff on 
their work. 

' In my mind, your Miffionary Society, and the fpirit 
of evangelical piet/ which has lately b€en awakened \Tt 
"iBritain, excite a much greater confidence, that the 
French will not conquer your ifland, than all your fleets* 
and armies, though they were twice as great and well ap- 
pointed as they ^re. I am rejoiced to hear that appear- 
ances are fo favourable to the fuccefs of the miffions which 
you have fent to the South Sea Iflands. May the Lord 
of the harvefl gcant, that you may fee an abundant har- 
veft of fouls gathered to the Redeemer, in the midft of 
*ttefe " long defolatioHs/* • 

With fincdreft wifhes and carneft prayef for your ufe- 
fulnefs and comfort, 

I am,^ 

Dear Sir, 

Your frieod and fellow fervant in the gofpelof Chrifty 

ASHBEL GREEN. 
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Letter from th Rev. Mr. Blatchford^ a Clergyman of 
Cofme£ticutj to his Friend in England. 

[From the Ch&iWiaz/ Magazine, for August, 1799.} 

Stratford, Pairfield County, Coime&icut, Jan. 3, 1 799.- 

DearSVr, 

YESXERD AY. I . was $iyoured with the receipt of 
ypiir letter o£ Augult 17, ^ 79^> ^^^ ^^^^ morn-, 
.tng with the packet, to which it refers. My heart has 
goi^e with my pious friends' in England, in every ftep 
they haye taken to^ender fuCcefsful a plan fo fublimc 
and glorious, as tKat of communicating the light of the 
gloripus gofpel of Jefus to the uttermoft* ends of the 
earth. They were undoubtedly under a divine affiatus 
when they undertook it, ancT the hand of God has beeit 
dcfcribed as plainly in this, as iii any of his gracibus dlf- 
penfations to nianlcind. 

By the Rev/ Mr. — »-, lately from r — — , and who is 
now fettled, at lea{^ for the' prefeiu, ^i a parifii within* 
fix rnilcs of this place, we wefe. favoured with a copy of 
a letter, written by Captain" Wilfori, giving an account 
of the arrivaf of the Miffibnyies at the relpeftive places 
of their deftination^ It was a pleafing account indeed^* 
as it relieved us from a th6u(and anxieties, and appeared 
fp be a dircft a/ifwer to thofe many prayers with which 
(hepepple of God have prefled the throne of divine grace. 
We (hall xkw wait iii humble confidence to learn what 
fhefe benighted, but now highly honoured Hcathgn 
will think of Chrill'; how » iupremely rich will they be;- 
when carrying in their hearts the. pearl of great pride! 
and how tranfported wlien .fliade experimehtally ac- 
quainted witli the lovelihcfs of our precious Redeemer,- 
every trait of whbfe charafter is irrefiftibfe and attradivcy 
efFedually exhibited by the Holy Spirit! 

"*Thc brightest, sweetest, fairest One, 
" That eyes Have seen, or angels known." 
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rerhaps you will bepleafcdby the following .accomitpT 
handed to me a Jfew days fince, "^rittcn by my frieiOT 
Dr. TrumbiJl. It will ferve *• " that the Lord has 
Hot withdrawn his prefencc f » lis country, and that 
we have to rejoice in the profpect of a biefled revival of 
leiigion anabngft us. * Let us rejoice that our graci- 
ous God is vifiting many parts of our 2^on with his fal- 
vation." In the, churches at Milford^ a glorious work 
has been going on for about a year; about ninety pcr- 
ibns have been admitted to full communion, and num- 
bers who were churchmen before, are fuppofed to have 
experienced thfc new birth ; the town is full of love, joy» 
and praife^ the ferioufnefs is fpread'iiito Weft-Haven, 
and there are the fame gloriotis appearances of the go- 
iligs of God in his fanftuary. There are feveral oth'tr 
places in Connecticut, in which there is more feriouf- 
nefs than ufual. In Williamlburgh, Gollien, Plainfield,. 
1-emington, AIhfield,and Rutland, are the fame happy 
appearances, and more than two hmidred perfons are 
fuppofed to have received regeneration- in thefe feveral 
places, and ba^e publicly given up their names to God \ 
alfo at Mansfield, in both parifties at Hampton and 
Alford; in feveral of thefe places, fifty, and in others, 
thirty, have been added to the church. In Hawleyy 
Worthington, Ghefterfield> ' and Granville, there are 
• happy beginnings of the fame work ; thofe towns are irj? 
the county of Hamplhire, in Maffachtifetts. I have 
fi&d information,: by letters, that at Stoneham, and its 
vicinity, there are the fame appearances of the Divine' 
jpower andgoodnefs. At Hardwich, the work is be- 
girining. At feveral places in Vermont, I have been 
informed, that there is the fame glorious work. It ap- 
pears to be genisine, and free frorii all enthufiafm and 
difordcr. O how fliould we rejoice in the falvation of 
God, that new fubjeds are botn, and new honours 
given toour glorious Immanuel ! O that we loved Chrift 
more, were more emptied of felf, and filled with the 
Spirit; that we might preach belter, live better, rejoice 
moi?e ia God, in his univerfal dominion and govern- 
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* fiMOt^ and in all the tncrcafe and profperity of ^ion !"—»- 
Thus far Dr. TiumbuU. 

The General Aflbciation of Conne&icait, a* their Scf- 
Con ia Hebron^ the third Tucfday in June hft, formed 
thcfnfcljv^ into a Miffionary Society, for the purpofc of 
iending prcaehisrs to their brethren in the new fettlc- 
taents; and alfo, if fufEcient funds can be procured, of 
fending Miffionaries to the Indian tribes within the li- 
mits of the United States. The following gentkmen 
w^re appointed a BoaiKl of Tru&ecs, to manage the con^ 
cerns of the Society, viz* The Hon. John Treadwell^ 
Lieut. Governor, the Horu Roger Newbury, the Hon. 
Heman Swift^ <he Hon. Jonathan Brace, John Daven- 
p<»t> jun. Efcj. Dr. Joflma Lathorp, the jBLcv. Benja- 
min Trumbull, D. l3. Jonathan Edwards, D. D, Levi 
Hart, Nathim Strong, Charles Backus, and Cyprian 
Strong. Andrew Kingfl>ury, Efq. was chofen Trea- 
furcr, and John Porter, Auditor of Accounts. TIic 
Truftees^ according to their appointment, naet at Hart- 
ford, on' the firft Wednefday of September laft, and 
p\t&^ the Hon. Jobn Trsadwcil their Chairman/ and 
Abd Flint, Secretary. For tte procurcmcm of necef- 
iary funds, the General Afibdation ptop<^ed, that fub- 
Icription papers ^ouM be circulated an^ofig the people 
of |he State ; and alfo, that there (h6uld be public con- 
tributions is the churches, if thek defign (houM meet 
the patron^e of the Legidlature. Application, confe* 
quenily, being made to the General Affcmbly of Con- 
necticut, at their Sei^i^^n holden at New-Haven, on the 
ifccond Tht^rfday ^ Qflober, 1 798, the following aft 
was obtained : " An ait for the fupport of Miffionaries 
f0 preacii the gofpd in the northern and the weflerh 
parts of the United Statcs,and among the Indian tribes.** 
•*** RefpJved by this Affemhly, that there may be 
/contributions in the feveral religious focieties and con- 
gregations in this State, on the firft Sabbath in the month 
of May annually, for the term of three years; and the 
minifters or clerks of fuch focieties and congregations, 
4hall receive and pay over fudi coirtributions to the 
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Txcafurcr of the Mlffionary Society of this State ; and 
the monies fo paid over Ihall be appropriated by thi 
Truftees of faid Miffionary Society, for the fupport of 
fuch Miffionaries as they (hall, from time to time, em^ 
ploy in preaching the gofpel in thofe fettlements in the 
northern and Avefli^rn parts of the United States, where 
the ordinances of the gofpel* arc not eftablifhed, and 
among the Indian tribes ; and (hall annually ekhibit to 
this Affembly, and to (aid Miffionary Society, an ac- 
count of the receipt and expenditures of iuch contri- 
Jjutions ; and his Excellency the Governor is requefted 
annually to- iflue his proclamation accordingly. A trud 
copy of record, examined by Samuel Wyllis, Secretary.** 
I remain, dear Sir, with fentiments of efteem. 
Your fincere friend and fervant, 

S. BLATCHFORD. 



MtJ/ion from . the General AJfociate Synod of Scotland^ to 
the State of Kentucky^ in North- America. 

ON Thurfday the 15th of June, 1797, the Rev. Mr. 
Robert Armftrong was ordained to the office oi 
the holy miniftry, at Midholm, by the Affociate Pref- 
jbytery of Kelfo, preparatory to his fetting out on a 
miffion to Kentucky, in North- America. .The Rev: 
Mr. Amot, of Midholm, preached and pfefided on the 
occafion. Mr. Arnot diofe for his text Luke xix. 13. 
f^ He called his ten fervahts, and delivered unto them 
^* ten pounds, and faid unto them, occupy till I come.'^ 
Mr. Armftrong having fatisfied the Prelbytery rcfpeft- 
inghis foundnefs in the faith, byanfwering the quef- 
tions of the formula, was fcf apart by prayer, and the 
laying on of the hands of the Prelbytery. An exhorta- 
tion, fuitcd to the occafion, was then given to Mf»^ 
Armftrong, by the Moderator. In the afternoon, tht v 
Rev. Dr. Voung preached from Mark xvi. 15. " G^ 
** ye unto all the world, and preach the gofpel untcy 
f* every creature." Although the day was unfavour-^ 
able, ^ large audience attended. ^•- 
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jDn Wedncfday, June 28th, at Craigend, near Perth, 
^hc Rev. Mr. Andrew Fulton, the other Miffionary to 
Kentucky, was fet apart to the minifterial office, by 
the Affociate Prelbytery of Perth. The Rev. Mr. 
Alexander Pringle, of Perth, whoprefided on theocca- 
fion, preached from Mark xvi. 15, 20. " Go ye unto 
** all the world, and preach the gofpel unto every cfca-. 
^* ture, — And they went forth, and preached every 
where, the Lord working with them, and confirming 
the word wjth figns following. Amen." The fame » 
order being obferved as in the former inflance,Mr. FuU 
ton was fet apart to the office of the miniftry, by prayer, . 
<ind the laying on of the hands of the Prefbytery. Mr. 
Pringle delivered an addrefs fuited to the defign of the 
cniffion. The Rev. Mr. Alexander Allan, of Cupar- 
AngUs, preached in the afternoon, from Aftsxxviii. 28. 
** Be it known therefore unto you, that the falvation of 
*^ God is fent unto the Gentiles, and that they will 
•** hear it." Seventeen minifters* were prefent. The af- 
^embly was fo large, that the meeting-houfe could not 
contain the fourth part of their number. . The whol6 
work was gone about in the open air, with the moft be* 
coming decency and reverence. 

On Thurfday the 8th of Auguft, the Rev. Meffrs. 
Fulton and Armftrong, Miffionaries from the General 
Affociate Synod to the State of Kentucky, in North- 
America, failed from Leith for New- York, with a fair- 
wind, on board the Edinburgh Packet, of New- York. 
Mr. Alexander Pringle, a young man of a very refpeft- 
able charaAer, has gone out along with them. He has 
attended three winters at the univerlity of Edinburgh, 
and defigns profecuting hi? theological ftudies, either 
under the immediate ihfpeftbn of the Prefbytery of 
Kentucky, or under the Rev. Mr. Anderfon, near 
Pittlbui^i, who is appointed by the Prefbytery of Penn- 
fylvania, to train up fludents for the office of the mi- 
niftry. In the mean- time he will be eaiployed in teach- 
ing, as opportunities are afforded. 
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ExtraB (f a Letter from the Rev. Mr. Andrew Fultan^ 
• Kentucky^ to the Rev. Mr. Alexander Pringle^ Terth. 

Canerufiy Jan. 9, 1799. 
rery dear Sir^ 

"^trOU will have heard, I doubt not, long before you 
j[v receive this, erf" our arrival in Aiperica, and, per- 
haps, in. Kentucky. The cordial frietldftiip you mani* 
felled after we became acquaintedi the a&ive part yoi| 
took In the miffion, aad the zeal you have otherwise dif- 
covcred for fprcading the gofpel, make it evident, that 
the news of this will afford you gladnefs of heart, and 
occafion thankfgiving to the great Head of the churcb« 
Such a long journey over both fea and i^nd, by various 
means of conveyance, you may eafily conceive, would 
{ubjedt us tcTmany inconveniences, an(| to iovnt. few 
hardihips. But God, by his kind providence, proteded 
us frona the dangers to which we were expo^, carrie<| 
us through difficulties, and, at length^ Ixoughf^ps i^ 
fafety to the place of our deftination. - * 

We arrived at New- York upon the 13th of Oftobcr* 
Although we thought our paflage tedious, we met with 
nothing diftrefling. There were fome pretty fevere gales 
of wind, but for anv thing we knov^ the failors did not 
s^rehend any dan^r. The people of New-York, in 
connection with us, (hewed every mark of kindnefs and 
attention to us. There we had the plcafure to fee Mr. 
Marfliall, who had been attending the meeting of Pref- 
bytery fome weeks before, and had not returned to 
Philadelphia on account of the yellow fever. In com- 
pany with him we left thiecity on the 26th, and arrived 
at Philadelphia the next day. By that time the dif- 
temper had greatly abated, and the people were return- 
ing. The city is extenfive, regular, and beautiful 5 but 
it appeared then to wear a melancholy gloom. The 
people were few to appearance, dejcited, and fomewhat 
ihy to oue another. We hear the difeafe this feafon has 



M'. Fukoffs LetUf. ii^ 

(>eeh mtidi worfe, and has extended to New-Tork and 
other {daces on the eaftem ifaore. God is puntOiing tb^ 
inhabumts of the earth for their iniquity. In Europqf 
the fword is devouring, and a (pedes of peftilence feeim 
itnnuaUy to return to America^ and to walle ibme of their 
nioft llouriihing cities \ but the wicked are not repent^ 
ing of their evil deeds, nor returning to the Lord. 

We were detained in Philadelphia eight or ten day^ 
before oM.books came from New- York. After they ar- 
rived, we agreed with a waggoner to take our books to 
the river OMo. We went back the country in Cdoipany 
i^th your two nephews by the wa)' of Lancafter and Car-* 
liile, aild came to Pittftwgh on the 19th of Novem- 
ber. About half way from Philadelphia^ to PittflHMgh, 
we travelled' in the flage ccxacb> and afterwards partly on 
loot. We (hould \mt bought horfes at Philadelphia. 
One waggon, with five horfes, carried all our bagg£^e. 
The wa^oa wcis about three weeks in coming to Pitti^ 
burgh amr we were there ; and by the timeit aune^ on 
account of the froft, |t was not reckoned iafe to ga down 
the river. We therefore rsiblved to wait till fprii^. 
The f^^ft isinuch more fevere in that country than in 
Scotland ; but laft winter, at kaft, it was not conilant. 
Some time about the new year there came a frelh, which 
raifed the rivets, and carriad off the ice. Several boats 
that were waiting at Pitdbui^h and other places went 
away. Had we got 4 boat convenient, , I believe we 
all would have attempted to go« Your firiends became 
impatient, and went away in one of the boats. And 
they only went about an hundred miles down till they 
were flopped with ice. In company with others, they 
went down through the wildernefs, and fo by that means 
were at Kentucky foaie we^ks before us* The week 
after we went to Pittlburgh, moft of our minifters in 
the back woods came to fee us, for it was then thought 
we would have gone away immediately. 

Mr. Armftrong and I preached in various [irfaces of 
the country round Fittfburgh, and fometimes in the 
town. As it was winter^ the meetings were not large in 
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that omntry. A great many of the inhabitants htic^ 

come from Ireland. They leem to be an induftrious 
people, and many of. them religious. Pittfburgh ftands 
upon a neck of land between the Allegany and Monop- 
gahela rivers,' each of which feems to be as large as the 
Tay. Glofe below the town thefe riVers join, and theri 
it is called the Qhio^ The fituation is beautiful ; the 
town is fmall, but faft increafing. A gr6at many tra- 
vellers go that way, and often have to flop for weeks^ 
which nlakes it expenfivc 'for ftrangers to be long in 
Pittfburgh. Many of the inhabitants are in a public 
line of lite, and care httle about religion. We got ac- 
quainted, however, with fome wha were very defirouS 
of 'the gofpel, but Were much difcouraged, owing to the 
fmallnefs of their nuftiber. We left Pittfbuigh, I think, 
upon the 2iflof February,- and came to Limeflon&on 
the firfl of March. The weather when we were upoa 
the fiver wa» cold and wet, the boat much crowded, 
and not well fitted off^ therefore our paffage down the 
Ohio was not accompanied wit4i all thofe s^reeable fen« 
Rations whicb» in other circumflances, might have been 
cxpedled. We floated ^t the rate of between three and 
four miles an hour, and after fpme time went night and 
day. About an hundred miles down^ the country on 
each fide is partly inhabited, but after that, till we came 
to Limeflone, which is about other 400 miles, we faw 
ver^ few houfc»< We put our baggage into a^warehouf^ 
at Linleflone„' and came to Canerun about the middle 
of March. The diflance is about ieventy miles. Our 
friends received ns very kindly, and fent a wa^on fb^ 
dur. books. 

Before we left the back part of Pennfylvania, we were 
told that there were few religious people in that country y . 
that it was not nec^fiaiy for us to go down, or if we 
went down, it would be prudent to leave our articles at 
Pittfburgh, till we faw the country and the people. 
Such was the account which fome miniflers brought up : 
but wc both went, and adtually found that only a fmaU 
number of people openly profeffed an attachment to reli^ 
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gion. For feveral months we were^ Uttk diCcouraged at 
the profpedk. In this pkce indeed a coniiderable numbcc 
of people attended iernaoQi but till of late it did not 
ieem probable that a congregation could have bom 
formed here, that would have been able to fupport the 
gofpel. When ivecaine to this State, there was a Mr. 
Proudlbot^ and a Mr. Steel, both young snen, belonging 
to the Union Synod, It is ccmmon in this country for 
one minifter to have two, three, or even four places of 
worfhip under his charge, and to preach at each alter- 
nately. Eight of thcfe QongregsUions, as they arc called, 
belongiog to that body, were not very diftant from oner 
another, and fome were adjoining to this place. Four 
of thefe gave a call to Mr. Proudfoot« and the other 
four to Mjf. Steel, Mr. Broudfoot» (bme time after wei 
came down, returned to Pennfylvania, and accepted si 
call that had been given him before he came down. It 
was about the beginning of Odober beipre the people 
heard that he was to returp. ^Thefe eight congr^ations 
met together by cornmiffioners, with Mr. Steel aroone 
them. He endeavoured to perfuade them to give acau 
to a Mr. Youn^ in Virginia, who bad bc^n formerly 
h^re, and wi^ very popular, ^nd- was about to leave his 
. people ; but two of the congregations would not confent, 
and have applied to us for l^rmon. We have (ince 
preached feveral times at thpfe places, and conver&d 
with fome of the people. One of thefe places is diftant 
from us fourteen miles, the other nine. It is propo&d 
that one of us (hould have the charge of theie two places, 
together with this. , i 

At Drennon's creek, where your brother lives, the 
congregation is fmall ; fome of the country near it is no( 
yet fettled. There are fome Baptifts and Methodiily 
in that neighbourhood, and many make no profeffion 
of religion* The people there, however, ar^ preparing 
to build a raeeting-houfe. We have preached foipetime^ 
at Shelly ville, about fourteen miles from your broth^r'% 
but there is little profpeft of forming a congregation i|i 
that {daoe. It is tJj^ county town. A good many peo- 
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pie liv^e in and near it. They are deftitutc of the go(-' 
pel, and what is ftill worfe, they feem to have little re- 
Kfli for it. About three months ago we were invited tcy 
preach at Beargrafsy near the falls of the Ohio. There 
the pfofpect for the prefent is much better.- A confi- 
deraWe number of the inhabitants feem willing to hear 
and fupport the gofpeL It is propofed the other of us 
fhould have the charge at Drehnon's creek and Bear^ 
grafs. Thefe arediftant better than twenty nfHles, which 
makes it inconvenient. 

When we were in Philadelphia, Mr. Marfhall (howed 
tis petitions from two different places in Teneffee ftate,- 
to their Prefby tery, and defired us, if poffible, to give 
them fbme affiflance, for they could afford them none;' 
and he wrote them to apply to us. Accordingly, about 
the beginning of May, a man came from Cumberland 
fettleraent, with a petition for one of us to go there for 
fome fhort time. It was agreed betwixt us that I (hould 
gp for a few weeks. I went there about the middle of 
June, and ftaid there feven Sabbaths.* I preached three 
Sabbaths at Naftiville, the chief town in that place, and 
in various other parts of the country. In that town, and 
indeed in almoft all the new formed towns m this wcftera 
colony, there are few religious people. The inhabitant* 
chiefly confift of lawyers, tavern and ftore-keepers, and 
many of thefe are infidels.' There are a number of re-» 
ligious people in the country around Nafliville. A cer- 
tain William Turnball, a Scotfman, who (if I recol- 
lect right) was once a member qf Mr. Arnot*s congre- 
gation, is a very worthy man, and has been remarkably 
ufeful in diffufing religions knowledge^ There I bap- 
tized 1 6 children and two women. On the north fide of 
Cumberland river, the country is fettled to a confider- 
able extent. Two Preftytcrian minifters are in it, 
about fifty miles diftant from each other. On the fouth 
fide of theViver, where I chiefly was, the fettlement is 
not fo extenfive of any kind. The people with whom 
I got acquainted earneftly defire a qiinifter of the gos- 
pel i and they tliiak they are well able to fupport one. 
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Some tiine after I returned, the other people in Tennef- 
iee, who Uve near Knoxville, fcnt a man for the fame 
purpofe : he. waited about tco days, and Mr, Arm- 
ftrong went alortg with hini. Our connexions there are 
a great deal more numerous. Mr. Arniftrong ordained 
five elders, and baptized a good many children. They 
were wishing the i^rafnent difpenfed to them, but that 
<:ouId not be overtaken. About fifty families attached 
to the Sect^ffion teftin^ony live in a body. 

ThePreibytery m$t,for the firft time, upon the 28th of 
November. We could not cpaveniently meet in thai: 
.capacity fooner. ' We had elders to ordain, both in this 
{)lace and in Drennon^s creek. £ach of us had been 
away a confiderable time; and we thought it beft not 
^oconftitttte the Preibytcry till there was an appearance 
of us both continuing in' this State. Various petitions 
for fermoo were prefented to the Prefbytcjy, beiidcs one 
frooi each of the places in Tenneflce, for fiirther fupply. 
They alfo want us to aijilj them to procure a fixed mi^ 
;iiftry. The Prefljytery agreed to writie jtp the brethren 
in the back parts of Pe^nlylvania, that, if pof&ble, they 
would fend ooe minifler or preaspher, even although rt 
Were only for a fliort time, to our affiftance ; but in pre- 
fent circumftances we do not e:(fpeQ: much relief from 
that quarter. It was farther agreed ppon, to write to 
fome of the minillers in Scotland^ in order that they 
cnay rjspiipfeDt our fitMation before the Synod, entreat- 
ing tliem that they would fend one minifl:er, at leaft, to 
this weffcer;! part of the world, to take part of rfie minif- 
try with us, aild a(Iii]b in declaring the li^ht of divine 
Iruth in this extenfive country^ I think, from every ap- 
pearance, that before a miniiler can reach this fi'om Scot- 
land, there wjll be work fpr feveral. Befidesthetwo 
places in Tenneflee, that in fome nianner are formed 
congregations already, it is more than prob4bIe that wc 
will not be able to anfwer all the applications that may 
be made in this country. Some few people applied to 
' us for fermon, who formerly were connefted with our 
body in Pennfylvafiia, but who now live on the other 
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fide of the Ohio rh^r. There aifo are «xtenfive fettle* 
ments, but none of us could get to fee them. 

Mr. Armftioog has written a letter to Meflrs. Cul- 
bertfon and M^Cne. about this matter, and 1 er^ged 
to write to you. Thi people in Tenneflee are very de- 
ftrous to have rainifters from Scotland. Wo 'told tbctn 
that it would be neceflary to raife money- for bringing 
them over, and that it could not be expected that the 
Synod would always be willing to VJo that. William 
TurabuU, and fcveral others to whom I fpok?e on that 
head, allowed that it was very juft, were they to get a 
minifter from Scotland, that they lliould bear his cx- 
penfes; but, in their prcfent circumftances, it was 
more than they could do* He fard that the members 
of this focicty would be ^K^rlliog to contribute liberally 
for that purpofe; but, being few in number, any (um 
that they could raife woukl not be nearly adequate; 
and though it could not be expeded that others who 
did not intercA themfeives would give much to bring a 
piinifter they never faw, and kncwlittle, if any thing, 
about the fociety from whom \m was fent» he thought 
if a minifter was there, it would not be difficult to 
raife a fum for defraying what expenfes he might lay 
out in coming. The people near Knoxviiie are able to 
do more ; and I think Mr. Armftrong faid he was tak-* 
ing meafures for Chat purpofe. Left the matter (houkl 
be unneceflarSy delayed, Mr« Armftrong and I have 
agreed to requeft tbfc Synod, by you, that they would, 
at leaft, fend one minifter to our affiftance j and we en- 
gage to remit the Synod, as foon as we can, the fum of 
fixty pounds fteriing, or even the whole the Synod may 
lay out, if it can be raifed* We allow that the people 
here (hould affift the others who cither may not at firft 
be fo able or fo willing. «. 

Dear Sir, the fituation of Tenneflee people gives me 
a confiderable degree of concern. How diftreffing is it 
for a number of religious people to be ahnoft entirely deC» 
titute of a difpenfation of the gofpel 1 David, when ht 
was in the v^ildernefs, thirftcd and longed to fee the 
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power and glory of G<^d in the fanauffr}\ 'f hc^Kperi- 
fations of the children of God in every age are tAxkc ; yet? 
one filent Sabbath comes after another, and ftiUtlie glad 
tidings are not heard. How can they profper, and ber 
iri fpiritual health, wlicn there is noricto bn^k th<? bread 
of life amot^ them? How mufi it grieve them, to fee a 
thoughtlefsand giddy generatbn around tbetn, gofngon 
in a courfe. of wickednefs without itny check? In all 
Tennellce State, from any thing that I have learned, 
'where tfeoufands refide, there is (carccly any wl>o pfwch 
the gofpel in its purity. For years they have petitioned 
the AiTociatc Preftytery, without obtaining any fuppiy. 
Many of them, it is hopedj are looking up and crying' 
to God for affiftance ; and Wider Hrrti, tisty am ipw 
tuniing their eyes towards us, and entreating our aid. 
£ach of thefe pteces is diftant from us better thart 
two hundred miles, and nearly as far fcofti one anothei* : 
it is very fcldom we can vifit them, andean flsay only a: 
Abort time when we go. The minifters of oiH- dbfincr- 
tiofi in the northern ^tes can afford little, if any affift- 
ance, either to them or io us. Where then flic^ld wer 
look but to our native country, to our dear fathers ancf 
brethern in the miniftry, who evidenced fo much tma- 
nimity and forwardnefs in fending us, that tlwry would 
(how the lame unanimity and zeal in fending others to 
places equirily deftitute of the means of grace, it ccr-* 
tainly is an objeft worthy of the ferious confideration of 
the Reverend Synod, to have the gofpel in its purity 
planted in this extenfive country, where Ibciefy is mak- 
ing fuch rapid progrefe. 

, Deaf Sir, we have great confidence in you, that yon 
wiU exert yourfelf rn our behalf; that you win exerctfe 
your prudence, and ufc your influence in this matter. 
There is a good deal of caution neceffary in fixing on t 
proper objedt to fend to this country. You can con-' 
verfe and correfpond with other minifters abont this bu-* 
finefs. I hope this letter will nradi you prcvions to the 
meeting of Synod in May. We hope ycm will early find 
one preacher, or two; if the Synod think proper, whofe 
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hearts Gad^hath touched, and who will not be backward 
to leave theirfrieads, their acquaintance, and their native 
country, and come to a foreign land to preach the un- 
fearchable riches of Chrifl. to perilhing linners, who will 
be actuated, not by mercenary motives when they t|ke 
fuch an important ftcp ; not as to acquire worldly riches, 
and to enjoy honours, or carnal eafe and pleafure ; but 
ftimulated by a principle of love to the gr^at Head of the 
Church, filled with an holy defire of being inftrumerital 
in promoting the Redeemer's fpiritual kingdom in the 
world j and the beft interefts of rrien, who are willing to 
laboxir and travel, and endure hardfllips as good fol- 
diers of JefusChrift. It would be vain for any perfon, 
efpectally any miaifl:er coming to this country, to think 
that he would meet with no difficulties. But who in 
this world are without difficulties?- Is j^ not encouragr 
ing that they have a call in providence to come ? that 
the work; though difficult, is honourable? May they. 
flot rely upon the prqmife of God, "Wherever I re- 
cord my name,* there will I come to thee, and I will 
blefs thee?" Is it not fome adij^ntage to know, that ia. 
that part of the country where they are likely to refidc/ 
there are a n\;mber of religious people ready to receive 
them with unfeigned joy ? That part of Tenneffee State 
where I was is excellent. The land, in many places at 
Icaft, is equal to this, and, in fome refpeds, even pre- 
ferable. The country, in general, feems to be better 
wajtered than this ;. and fome ar/icles^ fuch as indigo, 
cotton,'^ &c. arc in greater pcrfedion. The weather, in 
fumther, is much warmer than in Scotland ; but I fup- 
pofe there is very Uttle difference in thisrefpeft between 
Tenneflbe State and this. I was in Cumberland in the 
inonth of July, and felt no great inconvenience from it. 
One cannot fit or iland for any length of time under the 
rays of the fun \ but a perfon may fit in a houfe or ride 
in the woods with pleafure. AH things confidered, had 
we hot been appointed to come to this State, were it not 
that the cxpcft^tion of our friends here would have been 
utterly difconcerted, and the fociety in danger of being 
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hcoktti up, I would have preferred fettling in Cumber^ 
land to this country^ It is fomewhat dilcouraginK m« 
deed that a minifler fettled here would be fo far nom 
But one can eafily ride it in five days and a balf. 
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-which is not much thought of here. We could meet 
at times in Prelbytery, and even afflft one another oa 
facramental occafions; We forbear to point out any in^- 
dividual, for there niay be varioos arrangements finee 
"we left Scotland. Some who were then preachers majr 
now be ordained minifters. We leave the chooling, as 
well as the fending of thofe who may come to our af- 
fiftance, wholly to the Synod. I fuppofe the beft way 
for any to come to TennejQTee State is by Pittfburgh, and 
the beft time to come to any part of this country is in^ 
the months of November, December,* or early in the 
ipring. Books of all kinds in this back country are dear; 
but thofe from Britain that are reprinted in New- York 
and Philadelphia^ are generally cheaper than at home,- 
becaufe, for the moft part, they are printed upon a lefs 
cxtet^ve fcale; but commentaries and books of that 
fort, which one may need, ought to be brought from 
Scotland. 

Very dear Sir, there are many otbei:. things I would 
with to mention, but the letter is already too long: I 
therefore muft conclude. We have both had our health 
well fince we <:ame to America. Mr. Armftrong was 
for a fhort time indifpofed at Pittlbuigh^ and I was dif- 
treiTed with tooth-ache after we came into this State. 
For the fame length of time I have had my health as 
well in this country as in Scotland. This ought to be 
afcribed to the kindnefs of God, who gives us thefe 
things richly to enjoy. I fee no reafon as yet to repent 
of coming to America. The cuftoms of the people 
leemed a little fkrange at firft, but now they are famili- 
arizing. I feel myfelf as eafy in company as when I was 
at home.* My friends and former acquaintances are in , 
Scotland ; but I have got acquainted with a good many 
here, and have a confiderable degree of intimacy with 
fome. In fhort, I begin to be interefled for the public 
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profpcfityof this, as if it were my native country, and 
fcarce ever feel aa iiftcliaation to return. But fo long as 
I am itlr tliis vale of tears, I ftuU never forget dear Scot- 
landv the place of my birth aiid of my youthful days. 
I flaali always rejoice in her profperity, ami be deeply 
grieved if at any time the cup of adverfity be put into 
ber hajid ; aini I hope I fliall never ceafe to pray, that» 
a& in former times, Britain may tontiiiue to tiie latefi 
.agps, to be one of thofe ijfles that wiAt for God's law. 
. . I remain^ 

\ our i^Seftionate^and much obliged 

FeHow labourer in the gofpcl, * 

ANDREW FULTON, 



// isprtfnmed that mqfi of the readers of this tvork, are ac^ 
attainted with the ckaraSer of the late Rev. Dr. Jonvf 
B. Smith,' Pa^or of the third Prejiyterian Church in 
ijk city ofPkiUidelphia. His eminent talent s^ervpU pie- 
ty, diJHngtiiJhed zeaU and faithful and Juccefsfttl labours ^ 

""• in thefervice of the blefftd Redeemer^ have endeared his 
memory to all the friends of virtue and- religion^ amon^ 
whom he was known.^^He was among tbefirjl viSlims 
of the peJHlential fever which defolated Philadelphia 
la^ year, The following extraSs from a Setmony de- 
livered on occoRon^of his deaths by the Rev, Samuel 
Blair, D. D.' willy no doubt^ be acceptable to the 
reader. — fVe wijh the limits of the work permitted us to 
infer t the whole of Dr. Blaik*s valuable difcourfe. 



UNDER this view, as well as from due refpe<9: to 
that charader, I prefume on your indulgence, 
while I farther dilate on it with references and applica- 
tion yet more particular. We are naturally difpofed, 
though with gratification as mournful as pleaiing, to i^- 
iied and dwell on the merits of our departed friends ; 
;and fo*prone is our nature to indifcriminate reflexion 
of this^nd, that eveneavy hath fometimes been kuown 
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to fpeak weE^of the dead. I am aware, however, that 
encomiums of this kiad are by fome regarded as merely 
fiditiousy or, at leaft, as reprefentatiom far etching 
the life. Doubtleis, many inllances of notorious par* 
tiality have given occafion for this unfavourable fenti*- 
ihent. . •, 

But, in the prefent instance, I furely may fpeak with 
freedom ^ for I fp^k before thofe who have had thet 
befl advantages tor knowing . the man. And who, in* 
deed, that hath heard of the deceafe of the Rev. Dr. 
John Smith, knoweth not, ^' that a great man hath 
fallen in Ifrael/' 

He was eminent in point of chriftian principle and 
ahriftian converfation and condtid. He was eminent 
in point of natural intelledtual abilities^ He wasemi* 
nent in point of knowledge both human and divine^ 
And with all thefe endowments, he was eminently qua- 
lified for the faaed office which he fuflained, atfd the 
feveral departments in wliicb be had been called io 
ferve; 

He was a fervant, whom our common Mafkr and 
Lord had thought fit toentruftwith many talents, .^and 
to the ufeful occupation of thofe talents he was divinely 
called in very early life. Born of parents diflinguifhed 
by their piety and parental virtues^ it pleafed God, not 
long after he had emerged from childhood, to co-^operate 
in a very effectual manner with their inftrudions and 
example, and to imbue his heart with a very fpecial 
and abiding fenfe of religion and eternal concerns. By 
' this means, he was happily guarded from thofe vicious 
Xourccs, which too frequently prevent the improvement 
of youth, and fometimes entail on them an ufelefs, if 
not a worfe than ufelefs life. Of courfe, be grew up, at 
once, in ftature, in knowledge, and in heavenly grace. 

The rudiments of literature he acquired under the 
immediate infpediion and tuition of his father; a father, 
whofe piety and public afiedion did not fail to avai) 
tfaemfelves of the hopeful inclinations of the youth, and to 
dire<5k and prompt him to fuch ufe of his ai^uiren^enf^ir 
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as (hould be.mpft conducive to the interefts of hutna-' 
nity, and the honour of his great Redeemer. His pro- 
grefs, accordingly, not only at this period, but through-, 
out the whole courfe of his academical ftudies, was alike 
.eJtpeditious and promifing. And it is. worthy of obfer- 
vation, that partly froma natiKal firmnefsof mind, and 
. partly from a clear and deep conviftion of duty, he was 
feldom or ever known, though, of adifpofition remark- 
ably cheerful, and prone to focial enjoyment, to be 
drawn into any form of frivolity or diffipation, incom- 
patible with the ftridteft chriftian integrity. With him, 
it was an ellablifhed maxim, frequently expreffcd, and 
uniformly a£bed upon, as well in earlier, as more ad- 
vanced life, that in. a mqral and religious fenfe, there 
were but two- charafters on eajth ; either lovers of God, 
^ lovers of the world. Of the former of thcfe, it was 
his habitual aim to eichibit a temper and deportment,^ 
both fointedly and obvioufly expreffivo. Yet fuch was 
the enlightened candour of his heart, that he always dis- 
approved of that blind rigidity and rafbnefs, which would 
pronounce indifcriminately againfl the uprightne& of 
thoi^ who, in inftances, either indifferent, or in them- 
felves innocent, or to him dubious,. conduced in a man- 
ner different from that which more flridly accorded with 
his own conceptions of chritlian propriety. 

From thefe promifing appearances it may well be 
; fuppofed, that his trials for the miniflry, and admifSon 
to the facred office, were acconipanied with rather un- 
nfual approbation and hopes. How far he juftified thofe 
hopes and that approbation^ you of this fociety well 
know; and thofe,< indeed, of every department of the 
church in which he officiated. Of the maoy talents ha 
poffeffed, he fuffered none, whofe ufe might contribute 
to the great end of his miniftry, to remain unoccupied ; 
and well it is known, that he ufed them with a zeal, and 
addrefs even Angularly ardent, pointed, and forcible. 

By this means, he was admirably fitted, and Teemed 
to be defigned for fingular ufefulnefsr and with fingular 
ii&fulnefs his glorious Lord was pleafed to honour him. 
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9in the earlier ftage of his miniftry, in the State of Vir- 
ginia, he was a principal inftrument in promoting an 
unufual religious attention. And of this extraordinary 
concurrence of Heaven with his labours, many are tfa^ 
precious fruits which remain to this day. 

How far, in like manner, he (ueceeded in this de* 
partment of the chriftian Vineyard, it might be thought 
•fuperfluous to add. Thus far, however, we cannot help 
obfervii^, th^t his ofHeial inftruftions, both public and 
priVate^ were fought after, and attended to by people both 
of this and other focieties 9 and that too with very great 
avidity and eventual profit : That his merits as a preacher 
•and paftor eitdeared him to every individual : That his 
lervices were highly beneficial in quickening and efta- 
blifliing many ferious christians, and in promoting many 
others to a folicitous attention to the things which be- 
long to their eternal p^ace i and, in fine, in rendering 
this congregation one of the mofl: refpedtable and flou- 
ri(hing in this populous city. 

His attainments in fcience, and various branches of 
learning, laecommended him to the fuperintendency of 
a very important feminary ft& the inftruftion of youth, 
in the State aforementioned. His celebrity, likcwife, in 
thefe procured him thofe fuffrages, in confequence of 
which, under a conviftion of duty, and with theconfcnt 
of his Brethren, he refigned his former cftablifliment in 
this church, and affumed the prefideocy of a college in 
Ihe State of New- York. In thefe departments, whilft 
his conncftion with them continued, he acquitted him- 
felf with great approbation, and very obfervable fuceefs. 
The ftudies of theology, however, and the various at- 
tentions more immediately attached to his facred office, 
moft warmly intercfted his heart, and were his predomi- 
nant delight. For thefe, even during his academical 
eng^ements, he would improve, as ?ar as he confift- 
entiy could, every opportunity which Providence ap- 
peared to offer him. And, tliough the energies, parti- 
cularly of his public addrefl'es, were often injurious to 
hb bodily frame, yet no perfuafion could prevail upon 
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him to fpare htmfdif. It was his joy and bb glory id 
^* fpcnd and be fpent" in his Mailer's caufe. 

BlefTed with a memory uncommonly retentive, and 
^ided by a fuperior relifli for fpiritual information, the 
language of the facred oracles was at all times familiar 
to him. This was manifeft by his great ability and apt- 
nefs in ** dividing the word of truth.'* In confequence, 
how unexpectedly Ibever, he might be called to cUfpenfe 
that word, he could '* bring out of his treafure things 
both new and old." How clearly and fully was he wont 
to exj^lain his fubjeft ! With what irrelillible argument 
would he confirm the truth ! With what admirable dexf> 
terity would he accommodate it to the (late and charac- 
ters of his audience ! With what perfuafion would he 
move the heart I With what luminous force would he 
arrefl and ftrike the confd^nce 1 He fpoke like one who 
knew the worth of fouls. He fpoke as a mefienger from 
God to perifhing immortals. He fpoke as impelled by 
the powers of the world to come* 

In his vifitations of the people of his charge, which he * 
confidered as a very important ^ranch of the paftoral fer- 
vice, his converfation was^ it otce, familiar, interefling, 
edifying, and perfuafive; and, at the fame time, with 
fuch pious and happy addrefs accommodated to their fe- 
veral chambers, ages, habits, and improvements, as 
promifed, with the bleffing of heaven, the mofl defira^ 
ble eventual fruit. But more efpecially did this felicity 
appear on thofe occafions when he was prompted by fen- 
timents of more fenfible fympathetic affe^ion in the 
houfes of mourning, or in the chambers of ficknefs and 
Approaching mortality* 

And here, it is with equal pleafure and confidence I 
addy that bis fedulity and zeal, in his various ofHcial at- 
tentions, W2^s not " as the cloud or the dew of the morn- 
ing,, which fbon pafleth away.'! Inflead of diminifhing^ 
it very apparently increafed with the prqgrefs of time and 
.circumflance. This was moft remarkably obvious dur- 
ing the period of his latter minifbations in this fociety. 
/is the fun^ in its afcenfion, augmentetb its luftre untij 
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it hath readied its meridian point, fo thecourfe of this 
fervant of God- " (hone brighter and brighter'* to its 
de^ftined abforption " in the perfeft day." 

tie was confcientioully pun<5lual in attendance on the 
(everal ecclefiaftiGal judicatures with which he wasxon* 
nested. To his condudt in thefe, the Preibyterian 
Church of the United States is much indebted. His 
vn(cloni> moderation, and clearnefs of conception, added 
to a happy facility and pertinence in fpeech, a force m 
reafbning, and a Well known and approved zeal for 
truth and duty, contributed to render his counfels al-* 
ways weighty, and, for the moft part, decifive. 

But not in his public life only was be diftinguiflied as 
a good and faithful fervant. In private life, though lefs 
to obfervation expofed, he was not the lefs faithful and 
good. Here his manners find conduct were not the re- 
lult of conftitutional good temper alone, nor of prefcrip- 
tions founded alone on the maxims of experience or na* 
tural reafon. They were, likewife, the fruits of bene- 
volence ; of benevolence enlightened, exalted, and pu- 
rified by the. grace of the gofpeh A view to the fervice 
of his Lord' was uniformiy and indifcriminately. con- 
neded with every private and focial duty. 

His afpeft was intelligent and rather prepofleffing. 
His deportment wa^ eafy and fcrious; yet agreeably ani- 
mated. His temper was calm and accommodating; 
yet, as his principles, enlightened and (teady. His con- 
verfation was, at once, . inftruAive and entertaining. 
With his friends, indeed, he was often facetious and 
fometimes witty ; yet never, in his moft unreftrained 
indulgencies, would he violate the claims of chriftian de- 
corum and prudence. 

In his difpoiition, he was generous and liberal ; com- 
paffionate to the fick and afflidled ; and, as his ability 
admitted, he was always the poor man's friend ! In tt^ 
tenbr of his conduiffc, indeed, he manifefted a noble in- 
difference towards earthly things. 

As to his moral and religious principles of whatever 
(clafs, he was not only well informed, but hisTcntiments 
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and conduct relating to, or founded upon them, were 
highly and judjcioufly cultured ^ and , as occaCon required, 
always advantageoufly exprefled. In thefe he was firm, 
but not blindly rigid; ftridly confiftent, yet candid, 
and ever open to rational convidions. 

Asa friend, he was warm, fincere, and ftedfafl: ; equally 
remote from oftentatious profcffion, and from precari- 
ous humour. His approbation was not eafily gained j 
nor, when gained, was it eafily loft. 

As a hufband^ he was affectioaate and kind. As a 
father, he was prudently indulgent and tender. In this 
latter relation, while he qpnciliated afiedion, and allured 
the filial freedom, he, at the fame time, commanded a 
becoming veneration. 

Who, inlhort, that knew him, would not be read]^ 
to fay, Happy the family over which he prefided f 
Happy ihe man who was favoured with his friendfhip ! 
And more happy the people whofe heavenly interefts 
were his peculiar care ! He was a public bleffing to the 
church. He was an honour to the people of his paftoral 
charge. He was an ornament to the chriilian and mi« 
nifterial profeffion. As the great apoille of the Gentiles, 
he " magnified his office/' He fpoke as he believed — . 
he praftifed as he fpoke. He lived the good and faith- 
ful fervant. He died in the Lord, And his works havo 
followed him. 



Account of the late Illnefs and Death of Mrs. Legate^ of 

Charlejlon^ South^Carolina. 

[From the Evangdicat Magazine ifx March^ '799-] 

MRS. Leg ARE was the daughter of a merchant 
in Charlefton, South-Carolina, who emigrated 
from Ireland : She was educated in all the gaieties and 
amufements the place afforded, and particularly fond of 
dancing. At an early period, however, Ihc formed an at- 
tachment to young Mr. Legare, of thepime place, who 
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iad been very rdigtoufly educated ; and after furmount-' 
ing coniiderable obftacles on both fides, they were mar-^ 
tied in 1753. Mrs* Legare now eheerfnlly gave up her 
diverfions, and conformed to the religious oilers of Mr* 
Legare's family, applying herfelf, at the fame time, affi- 
duoufly to ^opieftic duties, but without evidencing a 
change of heart, till it pleafed God to convert her by the 
miniftry of Mr. Whitfield, a few years after marriage; 
Subfequent to this, however, ihe fikfered great fpiritual 
diilrefs and fevere buffetings from the enemy, until it 
pleafed God to fet her foul at liberty under the word, 
and give her the evidences of adoption. 

During the feventeen years previous to her death, Ihc 
was vifited with a variety of triab and affii<^ions, parti^ 
cularly in a painful feporation from Mr. Legale, during, 
the fiege of Charlcfton, in the American war. Thus 
grief and trouble undermined her conftitution, and gra- 
dually prepared the way for her approaching diffolutionj 
which firfl began to be ferioufly apprehended in Sep- 
tember, 1797, although Ihe fiirvived until the 5th of 
February, 1798* 

For the firil three months after the alarming increafe 
of her diforder, fhe complained much of fpiritual dead- 
nefs and coldnefs ; but, by a conftant attention to her 
Bible, and the throne of grace, flic maintained an un- 
fhaken confidence in the promifes. She would, how- 
ever, frequently lay, " O that my Redeemer would 
fliine upon me ! '* A few weeks before her difeafe, (he told 
Mr. L^are that ihe. was fure her difiblution was draw- 
ing on faft, and that ihe had given up every worldly 
concejrn. He took that opportunity to inquire, what 
was tlie ftate of her mind ; (he replied, " I have not the 
fenlible preience of my Redeemer ; but I have a truft 
in his blood, and a hold on his promifes which I can ne- 
ver let go, arui which makes me feel as firm as a rock. 
Long fince I dedicated myfelf to him, and I know that 
he will hever leave nor foriake me. No ! after my Re- 
deemer has guided and fupported me to this day, can I 
fear that he will leave me at la(t ? It would be an un- 
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grateful fin to doubt. I truft, that when the trying 
moment comes, he will grant me his prefence, fupport 
and carry me through/' All this was fpoken'with the 
greatcft ferenity and compofure, but with a brilliancy 
in her eyes never to be forgotten^ From this time, till 
a week before her death, (he continued in the lame 
calm and comfortable frame. During this period (he 
was frequently afked, if (he was willing to die, and al- 
ways anfwered, " Yes; it is Tar better for mc to de- 
part/* Being afked, if (he did not feel a relui^ncc on 
account of her children, (he faid, " No." Her hulband 
.inquired how (he could be fo willing to part with him> 
(he replied, " I once thought that this feparation would 
break my heart ; but I can now fubmit to it very cheer- 
fully, becaufe I have a better portion ; the Lord is my 
portion 5 befides, we (hafl foon meet again." She fre- 
quently faid, " I fear th^t I am too impatient to be 
gone ; the Lord's time is tlie bed, and I hope he will 
enable me to wait patiently." One morning Mr. Ixgare 
obferved that (he appeared to be remarkably cheerful, 
and faid to her, " I hope, my dear, the profpeft bright-* 
ens." •* Yes," faid (he, « my Redeemer fmilcs !" That 
ilay lh6 called her children round her, and, after (bmo 
fuitabU directions and counfels, (he faid, " I thank God 
that be has given me the defire of my heart ; it was al- 
ways my prayer to him, that he would fpare me to fee 
you all brought up, and then take me to himfelf before 
he removed your father from me \ take care of him, and 
live in love* dleflTed be his holy name; he has given 
me ground to hope for the falvation of you all : but, O 
fee to it, that when I meet you at the bar of Chrift, I 
may be able to fay, Lord^ here am /, and the children 
thou hafi given w<f." She was then dying, but to the 
aftonilhmcnt 6f all, (he lived that day and night out; 
and the next morning, being Sabbath, fhe faid, " It is 
fvrect to wor(hip God in his church." An elderly lady 
fitting by, replied, ** Yes, my dear, but you will wor- 
fliip him in heaven to-day." " O yes," (aid (he, and 
foon after calling her daughter to fingthexvirth Pfalnj, 
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** Lord, I am thine, &c/' with eyes and hands lifted to^ 
heaven, (he feemed to anticipate the blefiednefs of the 
heaven therein defcribed; and when they finiftied, (hd • 
cried out, " O glorious hour ! O bleft abode ! I fhall 
be near, and like mv God. 2 fear that I am too imn 
patient to be 'gone; out I defire to wait God's tirne.*^ 
In the afternoon of this her laft Sibbath, fhe faid, ** f 
hoped to have feefrr i!ny K^edeem'er to-day, but I find I 
'miift trouble my friends one night more." In the cvcn- 
irig (he faid, " I feel ileepy^—FU tryj and^witfa as 
niuch compofure as if (he had been in perfed: health, 
fhe flept the whole n^ht, (though fhe was then cold in 
her extremities) and awoke in the morning, praiiing 
God for giving f6 comfortable a night's reft. Soon zi^ 
ter this, her eldeft fon weftt to her; atid Ihe faid, ". O 
my fon, I fufFer a great cleaf.'* , He replied, ". Not fo 
much, my dear mother, as your Redeemer did for you/* 
«* True, true," faid fhe, " I defire tofubroit." Death 
was now making rapid ftrides — her laft words were — ' 
" O, where is my reft? I Jong, I long-^ — -" and took 
her flight tbiiher. • 

A little before her diffolutiony hd" phyfrdah.^ame, and 
found the fanaily with full hearts and wet eyes. Mn 
Legare faid tp him, " Well, Dodor, what do you think 
of the fcene in the next room ?" — " Indeed^ Sir,** faid he, 
" I know not what to think of it ; it is all a myfterj^ to 
me. I have feen numbers of men, in all the vigour of 
health; and thirfting for martial honour, . nrih into a 
field of battle, and in that coofufed fcene, put on the 
appearance of fortitude, not one of which could face the 
gradual approaches of death on a fick-bed, but with vi-* 
fible horror : buthere is a poor emaciated woman, whofb 
whole nervous fyftem is unflnang by loi^ difeafe, wel- 
coming the grim mefTengcr with thcjatmoft ferenity and 
compofure, and even with jpy, though approachir^ in 
all the horrors of the moft gradual progrefs imaginable;?', 
(for (be was three days in the agonies of death). *< In- 
deed it is all myftery, and I know not how to account 
for it." "* Do you not. Sir,'* faid Mr. Legare, go ta 
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Calvary ! You, indeed, fee us. Sir, diflblved in tears > 
but I do not believe that there is a tear in this room e^*- 
torted by grief. No, Sir, they are tears of joy/' 

The Doftor went down fkairs, and met a gentlemaa 
at the door, who inquired how Mrs^ Legare was. He 
laid, " Juft gone. Sir." " Well," faid he, "Mr. Legare 
is a philofopher, and I hope that he will bear the ftroke 
like one.*' — " Philofophy ! (repJied the Doftor) I have 
thought as much of philofophy as any man > but the 
ibene witdiin beats philofophy hollow/' T. L. 
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Extras of a Letter from the Rev. Mr. Aaron Wcd^ 
' worthy of BridgehamftOH^ Long^IJland^ dated January 
189 .1800. 

Deai: Sir, 

* 

FOR about fix weeks, or two months, there has ap-' 
pcared among my people, a very remarkable- feri- 
oufh^is. It b^n laft lummer^ and appeared gradually, 
though flowly increafing till five or fix weeks ago, whei> 
It feeraed, all at once, to become general. Since that 
time the public mind has been almofi univerfally im* 
prefied with the things of religion. Our meetings in the 
houfe of God have been attended almoft every day for 
three weeks, and have been very fall. There are many 
inftances of deep and pungent convidion, and not a few 
have hopefully been brought out of darknefs into mar- 
Wlous light. We are daily feeing or hearing of the 
operations of divine grace which fill us with wonder and 
furprize. I have not time to add, but will, in future^ 
iwith the leave of providence, give you a more particu- 
lar account of this wonderful alteration of things among 
tis. 
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The Stack Prince: Being an Acc4>unt of the Lrfe and 
. Death of JSaimbanna^ an African King^s Son^ who ar- 
rived in England, in the Year 1791, andfet Sail ok 
his Return in Juney 1793. 

IN Africa, the country where the negroes live> and 
frora which flaves are takch, there Was a king who 
was not a Chriftjan, but who was a better man (to their 
(haine be it fpoken) than many who call themfelves 
Chriftiaris. Though he could neither read nter write, he ^ 
had good fenCb enough to grieve for the mifery and ig- ' 
norance of his poor countrynaen, aodhe was defirous of 
doing them good if he but knew how. "^ 

At length a number of Englilh gentlemen, who had 
at heart the fame thing, formed themfelves into a com- 
pany for the purpofe of puttii^ a ftop to the trade ia 
llayes,and (preading in Africa thebleffings of the gofpcU 

Their plan Wils to form a fettlement in the river Si- 
erra Leone, where the above*mentioned king lived, and 
they accordingly fent over an agent to talk with the 
kiiig^ and to procure his confent. 

The good old king was veiy glad when he heard of 
their intcntiohs 5 he eafily faw that fuch a fettlement 
would prt)ducfe great benfefit to his country; he there- 
fore became the ftaunch friend of the company ; aiid 
alfo of the fettlement, which was foon after formed^ and 
he co/fitinued fo to the day of his death. 

The king had thought, before this time, that there 
wer6 none but bad people in England ; for, to ufe his 
own words, he had never before feen any EngliflifHeH who 
were not had people \ but he npw fotand, that though 
there were many wicked people in England, there were 
many good people alfo. Being informed that what made 
the people in England good was the chriilian religion, 
he refolved to fend thither his foh, about 13 yfeurs of 
age, who was put ufnder the caffe of the Sierra Leone 
.Cortipany's agent, and by him brought to England, the 
.CortipEiny readily undertaking the charge of his educsl- 
tion. 
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Naimb^noa (for fb he was called) arrived in £0gr 
laiOd, inayelTel c^le4 the JLapwiiig, in the year 179I9 
and proper perfons wer^ chof^p to inilruft him in read- 
ing, writing, and other parts of education ; but before 
we proceed to give an account of the progrefs he made 
during his ftay in this country, it may be proper to miJte 
the reader acquainted with his chafa<$er at the tin^e of 
. his landing* His perfon was not handfome, but his 
manneirs were extremely pleafing, ^nd his difpoQtion 
kind and afTeftionate : at the fan^e time, his feelings 
were quick and jealojas, and he was very violent in his 
temper, as well as proud and difd^inful. Though he 
laboured under great difadvantages from the want of 
parly education, yet he (hewed figns of a good under- 
{landing, and he.appeared to b^ very ftiarp-fighted in 
jfinding out people's real charafter. 

H^had not been long in England befojre a thirft of 
knowledge was found to be a leading feature in his dia- 
i-a6);er. His teachers have faid that he would often 
ui^e them to prolong the time employed in residing, 
and that he was always thankful to any one who would 
aflifl: him in learning any thing that was ufeful. He 
was never led into company where the time was wailed 
in idle talk without being forrj% and when left to him- 
felf, hp would employ not kfs than eight or ten hours 
of the day in reading. 

As it was the main objeft of the gentlemen to whofc 
care he had been entrufled, to give h'im right views of 
Chriftianlty, pains were taken to convince hirn, that 
the Bible was the word of God, and he received it as 
fuch with great reverence and fimplicity : " When I 
found,'* faid he, " all good men minding the Bible, 
and calling it the word of God, and all bad men difre- 
garding it, I was then fure that the Bible muft be what 
good men called it, the word of God." But not cpn- 
tent with the report of others, he read the Bible for 
himfelf. He would ibmetinies complain of being fa- 
tigued with other iludies; but even when he was moft 
fatigued, if aiked to read a little in the fcriptjures, hp ah 
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ways expreffed his readinefs byYomc emotion of j<qr: 
He ufed to fay, that he was fure of meeting wilh fome- 
thing in the Bible which fuited every cafe, and (hewed 
him what was right and what was wrong; and that he 
likewife found in it good examples to encourage him to 
do what was rights and bad examples to deter him irom 
doing what was wrong. In Ihort, he was not one of 
thofe who read the Bible, and think little or nothing 
about what they read, but he confidered it as the rule 
of his life; and if at any time his behaviour was amifs, 
and a text ofJcripture was mentioned, which proved it 
to be ft), he would immediately fubmit to its authority. 
Nor was bis regard for the Bible merely of an outward 
kind; it plainly affefted his heart. He had tried, when, 
in Africa, (to ufe his own words) to make himfelf as 
froud as he couliy and he thought it great to revenge 
himfelf on any one who had done him an injury v but 
£rom the Bible he acquired fuch humble views of him«< 
felf, that he was led to (ee his nc^ of Chrifk as his Sa- 
viour, and the necefBty of relying on him as the ground 
of acceptance with God. Humility was a quality which 
he found it hard to attain ; but before his departure 
£rom England, not only his pride, but aifo his revenge- 
ful fpirit had become hateful to him. The progrefs he 
had made in iubduing his paffions, during his (hort flay 
in this country, confidering the natural violence of his 
temper, was confiderable. He always expreffed for- 
xow whw he had been hafty or paffionate in his condu£t ; 
as ho43ecame more acquainted with Chriftianprinciplesy 
he acquired more courtefy and delicacy of manners, 
ibme degree of which was indeed natural to him, and 
the fuperftitious belief in witchcraft, to which Africans 
are fo prone, gradually left him: 

He paid great refpeft to the teachers of Chriftianity, 
whom he wiibed much to invite over to his country ; 
took great delight in the exercifes of devotion, and 
would talk on religious fubje<5ts with much opcnnefs 
and fimplicity, and without any mixture of enthufiafm. 
X-ove and gf%tltude to God, who had delivered him 
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from the ftate of darknefi in which, in commoa wit^ 
millions oi his countryman, he had been till lately 
plunged, were (Irongly ii!iiprefled on his mind, and had 
ailrong and abiding dFect on the whole of his condu<5t» 

His tendernefs. of confcience was very ftriking, and 
it feemed to have become his defire, on all occafions, to 
know what line of condudt was mod agreeable to the 
word of God : when he could determine that point, he 
would not hefitate about refolving to purfue it. 

The reader will have a better view of the charaftcr 
of thb black Prince from the following ftories of him, 
the truth of which is well eftabliftied. 

His father had feen fo much drunkennefs among the 
Engltfti Have traders on the coaft of Africa, that he con- 
cluded drunkennefs was very common in England, and 
in order to prevent his fon's falling into that abominable 
pra&ke, he laid a command on him, (dating at the 
iame time the ground of his fears) that when he came 
to England, he (hould not be prevailed upon to drink 
fptrits of any kind, nor to drink more thati a glafs or 
two of wine at a meal. 

When young Naimbanna found how ftrongly obe- 
dience to parents is enjoined in the Bible, he regarded 
this command of his father as facred, nor was he ever 
known to violate it. 

Soon after be came to London, he was taken to fee 
St. Paul's, the grapdeur of which it was thought would 
aftonifh him ; but to the forprize of the gentleman who 
went with .him, insetting to the upper part df the 
build ingy terror feemed to fwallow up every other feel- 
ing ; he made the utmoft hafle to defcend, nor did be 
flop till he found hirtifelf &fcly landed in the church- 
yaid, when, in a very earncfl manner, he thanked God 
for having fpared him. When afked the reafon of his 
flrange conduft, he faid, that on looking down from 
the top of St. Paul's, he was fo^ flruck with the near- 
ncfi of death and judgment, thsit h^loft fight of every 
other objeft i that he never felt before how much he 
dcferved punifhment at the hands of God, and that he 
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only thought of efcaping, left fuch a fignal punifliment 
as that of falling from the top of St. Paul's (hould. over^- 
take him. 

He was preient once in the Houfe of ComOKHis dur* 
ing a deba^te on the ilave trade. He there heard a 
gentlenian, who fpoke in favour of the trade, fay fonie 
things very degrading to the charafter of his country- 
men. He was fo enraged at this, that on coming out 
of the Houfe, he cried out with great vehemence, ^ I 
will kill tiut fellow wherever I meet him, for be has told 
lies of my country:" h« was put in mind of the Chrif- 
tian duty of foi^iving his enemies ; on which he an« 
iwered nearly in the following words : — " If a man 
Ihould rob me of my money, I can foi^ivc hiirf; if a 
man (hould (hoot at me, I can forgive him ; if a man 
(hould fell me and all my family to a flave (hip, fo that 
we (hould pafs all the reft of our lives in flavcry in the 
Weft-Indies, 1 can forgive him; but, (added he with 
much emotion) if a man takes away the chara&erof the 
people of my country, I never can fomive him." Being 
aiked why he would not extend his forgiveneis to one 
who took away the chara<5teF of the people of his coun- 
try, he anfwered, — " If a man (hould try to kill me, or 
ihould fell my family for (laves, he would do an injury 
to as many as he might kill or fell, but if any one takes 
away the chara&er of black people, that n^n injures 
black people all over the world ; and when he has once 
taken away their charadler, there is nothing which he 
may not do to black, people evei? after. That man, for 
inflance^ will beat black men, and fay, ^ O, it is only a 
black man, why (hould I not beat him?' That man 
will make (laves of black people ; for when he has taken 
away their character, he will fay, ' O they are only 
black people, why (hould not I make them flaves.* 
That man will take away all the people of Aii^ca, if he 
a^n catch them, andLif you aik him, but why do you 
take away all thefe people, he will fay, * O, they are 
only black people, they are not like white people, why 
(hould I not take them ?' That is theireafon why I can* 
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not forgive the man who takfes away the chariafter of thd 
people of my country." 

He was then told that it would be very wicked ta 
kill this gentleman, or eveil not to forgive him, feeing 
the fcriptures faid, " Forgive your enemies,"—^" Ven-^ 
geance is mine, I will repay, faith the Lord." This im* 
mediately quieted his rage, and he became as calm* as a 
lamb, nor was ufed afterwards to exprefs the lead anger 
againil the gentleman who had fo much offended- him/ 

At another time, when he (aw a man bea^ hils horfe 
about the head, and otherwife ufe it ill, he became very 
angry, and talked of getting a gun to flioot the man^ 
for he was fure he deferved it, and alfoof carrying a gun 
always about him to ihoot fuch bad people. As foon^ 
however, as a paflage of fcripture which' condemned 
fuch violence was mentioned to him, his anger cealed^ 
and he became forry for it. 

The delicacy of his mind appears froni the following 
circumftance i while readii^ a book to a lady, which 
had been recommended to him as a good book, he met 
with a word, fuppofed by him to convey an impure idea, 
on which he inibmtly ftopt, and ihut the book without 
aligning any caufe. The lady (bon after quitted the 
room, when his difpleafure, which her prefence had 
kept him from exprefling, broke forth ; he dalhed the 
book, with a degree of fury which aftoniflied the gentle-* 
man who was prefent, a^inft the wall of the room, de^ 
daring, that the man who wrote the book, otight to be 
poniflied for deceiving people, and putting bad thoughts 
into their heads y and as for the book itietf, that he 
(hould burn it wherever he might happen to meet with 
it. He was foon convinced of the impropriety of his 
warnith, but he continued to regard tlie book, and its 
author, as highly blameable. 

He was fo concerned for the credit of hifr country^ 
and fo fearful of the coniequence of drawing contempt 
upon it, that, except with particular perfons, he was 
averfe from giving very minute accounts of the ftate of 
African mgooers, su:ts, cultivation, or fociety. On the 
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£ftnie account, fae (ludioufly avoided (Irong marks of 
ivondei^ at any thing he faw In England, lefl an infer- 
ence Ihould bt drawn from it to the difad vantage of 
Africa. When he chofe, however, to be unrrfefved xH 
talking about bis country, he was never known to vio- 
late tnith tn the axicounts bejgave. 

Among the drffictrlties 'which hfe new tievir ofthiiigi 
laid upoi^ hitn^ ohe refpefted his wives. He had tv^ 
While in Africa, bot he dearly faw the New Teftanacrit 
allowed o^y one ; bis difficulty Was, to know v^i£b ti 
them it w^ right for him to kcepr He thought, at firft, 
it would be right to keep her whom he had jfirft married j^ 
but then he confidered that (he had borne him lio childv 
and that the fecond (j^hawas befides the wife of his af- 
feftions) had brought him a (on ; this tail circumftance 
fecriied to have decided the qucftion itf fivour of the it/^ 
^cond ; he declaimed bimfelf ready, bowfever, to make t 
Sacrifice of hh feelings^ fliodld it appear right to keep 
the firft in preferences^ 

In about a ytxs and a half after his arrival in En^^c!^ 
he coukl read fluently, (though, at £rft, he knew littte 
of the Engliih tongue) and could write a letter. He 
had alio made himfelf acquainted with common arith^ 
metic, and the firft elements of mathematics, and had, 
befides, imbibed much general knowledge. 

While he thus went on improving, the news of hi^ 
father!s death reached England, and called him fud-* 
denlyto Sierra I^eone. He felt much anxiety wiich he 
was on the eve of returning, from the variety of new 
duties, which the deplorable flate of his. country feemed 
to lay upon him* He was very defirdus that his future 
condu<% might not difcredit bis new religion ; and it ap*> 
|)cared to thofe with whom he convdpfed, that there was 
no perfonal facriiice whiqh he was not ready to make far 
the fake of Chriftianity, To have the honour of becom- 
ing himfelf a teacher of it, fcemcd to be the fum&it of 
his wifhes. 

In the month of June, 1793, he embadced on boaM 
jof oni^ of the Sierra Leone Company's vcflek^ called^ fronl 
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him, the Naitnbanna, after having taken an aifedtiorh' 
ate leav6 of all his friehds in England. 

During the pafTage, hi? mind was almofl conilantly j 
employed in pondering over thofe difficjilties which he g 
thought he (hould have to combat on his return to Af- ' 

rica, and in dcvifing the means df overcoming them. 
Numberlefs were the plaris which he formed for the pur* 
pofe of fpreading the light of the gofpel aoiong his rude 
countrymen^ thot^h he feemed at the fame time to | 

iuffer much uneafinefs, from a fear of difappointment^ 
ivhich became ftronger as he approached his native 
{bores. He had left England in perfect health, but on 
teaching a warmer climate, he was much aiTei^ed by 
the heat, and caught a violent cold, which began with 
pains in his throat and head, and ehded in a fever, which 
the continual working of his mind had probablv contri- 
buted much to pr^ucc. He was frequently light- 
headed, and his intervals of fenfe were (hort and Tew, 
but they aflfbrded to thpfe around him ftriking proofs of 
%, humble truft in the mercies of God through Chrifl, 
and of a perfeft refignation to his will. During one of 
thofe intervals, he called to his bed-fide a feuow-pai^ 
fenger, and obferving to him, that he began to think 
he (hould be called hence, before he had an opportu- 
liity of telling his mother and friends what mercies God 
had (hewiv him, and what obligations he lay under ta 
the Sierra Leone Company, he beoged of the gentlemaa 
to write his will, the fubflance ofwhich was, that his 
brother (hould take charge of his property, till his (on, 
thea a child, came of age \ and,* in the mean time, 
(hould reimburfe the Sierra Leone Company for the 
fums advanced by them on his account. 

To this he fubjoined a ftrong requeft that his brother 
Ibould, as far as in him lay, oppofe the ilave trade, and 
for the fatisfadlion of his friends, he added, ** That no- 
thing may be imputed to' the Sierra Leone Company* by , 
any evil-minded men, whofe intereft may oppofe that | 
of the worthy Company, I here declare, in the prefence 
of that Godwin whom I place my truft, that duripg mj^ 
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$uxf in England, I aUvays ei^*oyed very good Healthy 
and received the greateft civilities from all thofe under 
whofe care I was, and at my leaving England I was in 
perfeft health." 

. When *the veflel got to Sierra Leone, he had 
become infenfible to eveiy tbing.that pafled around 
him, except for very fhort intervals. He was taken 
a(hore to the Governor's houfe at Freetown, where his 
mother, with a brother and iifter of his, and fome other 
of his relations, to whom notice of his dangerous ftate 
had been fent, foon after appeared. The diftraded 
looks cf his mother, and the wildneis of his fifter's grief^ 
on feeing him, affected every one ; bjut when at length 
they perceived that he breathed no more, their fhrieks 
and cries were diflrefling beyond meafure. H^ die4 
about twelve hours after coming^on fiiore. 

Thus ended the days of this amiable and enlightened 
.African, from whofe labours extenfive good mi^t have 
been expeded. 3ut before we proceed to make a few 
refieAions on his.ftory, it will be well to notice two me^ 
4norandums which were found in his pocket-book after 
his death, and which ferve to confirm what has been al- 
f eady fsud of the tendernefs of his jconicien^^ and the 
purity of his manners. 

This firfl: was written in confequence of his falling 
into fome company where profane and obfcene convert- 
fation had paffed, and was as follows { 

^^ I fhall take care of this company, w^ch I now fall 
into, for they fware a good deal, and talked all manner 
of wickednefs and filthy. All thefe things — can I be 
iible to refifl that temptation ? — No, I cannot, but the 
Lord will deliver me/* 

The other was written after he had been fome time 
at fea, and had made fome unavailing remonflrances 
to the Captain on the profanenefs of his crew ; and in it^ 
he declared, that " if the crews of other veflels fhould 
be like the crew of the Naimbanna, he Ihould never 
think of coming to England, though he had friend^ 
there as dear to him as the lafl words of his father/' 
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May \te not condude, fropi the above ftOry, tiMt 
pod has given to th^moil rude and favage people, minds 

' Qapablc pf knowing, loving, and ferving hin>? And may 
we not learn hence, to cheri(h fentiments of ktndneu 
aod aSedion towards all men, whatever be their coloor^ 
or however low they may ftand in the fcale of hufnan 
beings ? Thofe, efpccially, who know how to eftimate 
the bieffings of religion, and who have a regard for the 
everlafting happinefs of their fellow creatures, will b^ 

♦ encouraged by it, to promote, with zeal, every plaii 
which tends to introduce Chrifli^nity among the lavage 
nations o£ the earth,- or to remove the hindrances to it^ 
tntroduftion. Happy, if through their inftrumentality,, 
jthofewho.now fit in darknefs, (hould be brought, like 
Nairabanna, tq know God and themfclves, and to rt^ 
joice in hope of his glory. 

^ Let ui alfo learn from this ftory, that God's ways ar^ 
not as our ways, Short-figbted as we are, we were reffdf 
to conclude, that this young m^tn bad been font by 
heaven to be a blefling to Africa, and to fpread tb^ 
Chriftian reli^ioi) among his own countrymen. Bi|t 
God, who fees and knows all things, determined other- 
jvife. He faw it right to takp Naimhanna from, the cvij 
to come; thus diuppointing our hopes, but, ^t th^ 
fame time, teaching us to check the difpofition we are 
too apt to indulge, of prying into the fecrets of be^aven, 
and to conduft all our plans and inquiries, under afenf^ 
pf oyr own ignorance, and in a full dependence Qn the 
over-ruling providence and righteous government <^ 
God. 

May we not alfcr draw a leiTon from the condud): of 
the old king on this occafion ? It was not the wealth, 
^he grandeur, the learning, or the art3 of England which 
ftruck him as defirable, but the religion of England* 
He fent his fon thither, ^ not to make a fortune, not to 
.procure an infight into trade, not to forrm great con- 
nexions, but to learn the chriftian religion. How many 
parents are there in this country, where it is (b eafy to 
attain the means of learning the chriilian religion, wh^ 
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.tj^e jne. pai0s to make their cUddren acqua'inU4 wkb 

it? . . \ ^ ^ . 

BfUt a ftill more i^ftruclivc leflbn, anjj-one which apr 
plies iT)are ge^jerally, may be dn|wn &om the condui^; 
i^f the black Pi^ncc, whcwe ftory has juft been told. He 

, .ieocoes among us rade and ignorant, with no jufl ideqs 
of rel^ion, aod after- having been acfeuftomed for tweat 
ly-' three y^rs to indulge all his pafiions without any 
feftraint. No. footer, however, is (;hriftianity placc4 
before h'un, than he is ftruck with its truth and beautyt 
and embraces it with a child-like iimplicity. As he 

. views himfelf in the glafe of fcripturc, he perceives its 
account of human nature to be true from his own expe- 
dience. Humbled under a fenfe of his fins and imper- 
feftioiis, trembling under the apprehcnfions of thd con- 
fequenqes of them, and fenfible of his inability to help 
iirmfelf, he gladly lays hold of the hope fet before hini, 

• lie believes the promifcs of God to the penitent, and re- 
lies for falvation on Chrift alone. Nor were thefe new 
^ews unavailing;; on the contrary, they produced 
ftriking eflTefts. In confequence'of them, with the help 
of God's §race, he imbibes the fpirit of the Gofpel. 
His prejudices a^e overcome, his temper is regulated, 
))is i^iiSons curbed^ his very manners are improv;^ by 
it : m Quort, he feemed, to ufe the language of tci|p- 
ture,." to become a new creature." Tell me, reader, 
baft thou ever experienced in thyfelf this change which 
Jfaimbanna underwent ? Remember that our Saviour 
has told us, that except we be converted, and become 
as Httle children, we (hall in no wife enter the kingdom 
of hcaveiji. Has thy heart been turned to fear and to 
love, and to ferve the Lord thy God ? or docs thy con- 
jfcience witnefs againft thee, that thou art yet a ftranger 
to the peace and joy, as well as the obedience of the 
jgofpcl? 

If living in a chtiftian land, and called by a chrlfi 
tian name, thou art, neverthelefs, no chriftian, repent, 
without delay, 1 befeech thee. Receive from this time, 
the gofpel as a little child. Put off that pride which 
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ftands in the way of thy r^ntance, and of thy falTi^ 
tion. Be humble and willing to learn like this Prince 
<Naimbanna. Read like him, the facred Scriptures^ 
with reverence and with prayer to God for his blefiing» 
Soon thy days, IHce his, (hall be numbered, and if 
thou, who ait born in a Cbriftian land, ihouldft leave . 
the world without having ever truly known the power- 
ful influence of Chriftianity, the very ftory which thou 
haft juft read (hall heroifter rife up in ju^gmen^ 
tgainft thee. 
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iFiirther Particulars concerning the fecond Voyage tf the 
Skip DvFTyfent by the Lqndon Miffionary Society. 

The Readers of this MagaTiine will recolleS^ thMwrlaJl 
Number terminated ipith fome Account of thefaUing of 
the' Duff ^ on a fecond Voyage to the South Sea. frijh" 
ing to keep up the Chain of Information on this Subjeff^ 
we proceed tojate the following Particulars ;r— 

Grand Buonafartey at Sea^- off Capt Frioy near Rip yanein^ 

February 2,6^ 1799* 

^TT^HE bare mention of the veffel from whence % 
I yrrite, will fufficiently evince that the Duff has 
fallen. a prize to a French cruder; and confequently my 
way, as to the execution of my inftruftions, apparently 
quite hedged up. The providence^ I confefs, appears 
to me m^^erious and dark ; and what the confequences 
may be,. OmnifcienCe, as yet, alone knoweth. I wifh, 
however, to be prevented from taking up that mourn- 
ful exclamation, that the Miffionary Society, in the 
equipment of this miffion, " hath laboured in vain, and 
(pent their ftrength for nought, and in vain;" for, 
affuredly, the very outline of this appointment hath for 
its motto. The will of god, which no obftacle can 
poffibly obftruct, and for the pecfefting whereof, requi* 
fite means will never be wanting. In his own time. and 
way, the Lord, I truft, will bring light out of darknefs. 
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ftnd order cut of €onfufion, fo the [»rai(e and glory of hb 
own name ; and will, through the mediunfi of this fia«* 
gular and trying difpeniation, rather advance thaii piar 
the intjereft and profperity of the caufe .wherein we wt 
engaged. It is it xnatter of great confoUtioii, that ca&r 
slity and chance come not into the; accpunt of God*s 
dealings avith his people i that all the leadings of hia ^ 
providence towards them are free froi^ ajperadventure; 
and that all things (hall work together for their gpodr 
May we all be enabled patiently to wait and fee the fal- 
vation of the Lord 1 Then we &aU unrefervedly a^r 
knowledge, that our.moft deliberate parpoies are only 
vanity and dirappointment, fo far as they are not in per- 
fect contact with his decrees. 

This trying drcumftance took place about :fiv& 
leagues tm the weftwavd of Cape Frio, at ten o'clock pa 
Tuefday evening the 19th of February, 1799, when 
we were fondly encqurs^ing the hope of being in th^ 
harbour of Rio Janeiro the enfuing day. The Grand 
Buonaparte is commanded by Mom. Aij^ufl. Carbonal. 
She is private property, fitted out from Bourdeaux^ 
with twenty*two nine pounders, and upwards of tWQ 
Jiundred men ; and her fuccefs, in both the northern 
and fouthem hemifipheres, has been very great. 

There Is alfo a m^te, named the Republican, on 
this coaft, whofe lame for captures in the North Sea, 
the" foregoing. year, is the boafl of her country. Our 
excellent bark was immediately, on being takeq poflef- 
fion of, diijpatched under the command of Monf. Ri- 
viere to Monte Video, a Spani^^ port in South Anie- 
rica, fituate on the north fide, and near the entrance of 
the river Plata, where thefe privateers difpofe of all their 
Engltih, American, and ^ortuguefe prizes. 

None of our company were permitted to remain on 
board the Duff, except the females and their children, 
together with John Grcathced, James Webfter, Wil- 
liam Howell, (boys) and Mr. Turner, Surgeon and 
Miifionary, whom Captain Carbonal kindly fufiered to 
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•Yctutn to his (hip, Wdlfend thef tvdrnen, in cafe of^Af 
-iodifpoiitioii. 

This humiane Frenchman has (herded us much favotft- 
in our prefth t fi tuatiori. Noiie of the Milfio'naries wfert 
pit in anyfoft of tonfintment, nor any one who had 
occupied or trfi'in the DufTs cabin; neither were any 
. ^( the (hfp*s to'Mp^hy partially confined, till the num^ 
ber- of pf ifoittr^" *^as augmented by the taking of atkii* 
ifiohai prifeesi • As'W Mr. Howell and myfeifj we are 
admitted to the fare of the Captain and firi^ officers io 
the Buonaparte's cabin. The laws'of F*rance would not 
lidmit of the' Duff being ranrfomeB for any fum, and 
the Jaws rf England are alfo, at prefenf , pointedly againft 
it. 

The anxiety afad' feelings of my mind cannot pofSbly 
be defcribed, but amidft them all it highly becomes 
tne to acKhowledge the tnarvellous Foving-kindncfs of 
the Loird towards us. During our paffage from Eng- 
land to this place, .€VefyMiffionary> mariner, wonian^ 
and child, was endowed with good health; and the 
fliip in her way hither, had not met with any accident, 
either in hull or furniture. . 

May God yet continue to be very gracious tmto us 
all, by difappointing many of our fears, by exceeding 
our e'xpeftations, ' and over-ruling this afflifting difpcn- 
fation for his own glory and prailc. Defirous of ac- 
quatntmg j'ou, by the firft conveyance, with our prefent 
condition, I rifk this to Monte Video,, by the prize- 
mafter of the Li(bon packet, which has juft ftruck to 
' the Buonaparte. The boat is hurrying to depart. One of 
the married Milfionaries is indulged with a paflage in 
this veflel to join the women. I will embrace every op- 
portunity of acquainting you with our fituation and prof- 
pefts. I am. Sir, 

Refpedfuily yours, 

THOMAS ROBSON: 

75? yofgpk Hardcqfile^ Efy. London. 
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Grand BtumaptarU^ ai Anehtr in Mmte Fidaff 
ifidMesd^^ March 13, 1799*' 

Sir, 

SY this I confirm my hurried letter of the a6th ult/ 
and direAed to Mr. Curling, and the latter, the 
inflant, to Mrs. Robfon« AU thefe letters con- 
tained the painful intelligence of the capture of tlie 
jDufiT, by the Grand Buonaparte, French privateer, of 
twenty-two nine pounders, and 200 fhen, about five 
leagues to the weftward of Cape Frio, at ten P. M. on 
Tuefday, the 1 9th of February, whilft we were fondly 
xnaintaming the expectation of being in the harbour (tt 
^q Janeiro the enfuit^ morning. ^ 

. HofHngthat ibme of the above are come to hand, I 
will not herein repeat all that was therein noticed; and 
vriU^oiJy mention9 that Captain Carbonal, the Com-^ 
mander of the privateer, continues to ihew us oDiuch 
Jcindnefs.^ 

The fiuonajparte continued to cruife in the latitude 
of Cape Frio, till Monday the 4th inflant, when |he left 
that coaft, and faded for the river of Plaia, where the 
Duff, and three Portuguefe veffels, (taken in the courfe 
of ten days after her) were fcnt to be fold- Thefc (bipa 
were alfo from different parts, and bound to Rio Ja-* 
Aeira alfo, to which port Captain Carbonal readily per-* 
iuitted about forty of the prifoners to proceed in a fifli^ 
ing boat, on the evening of the firft of March. Some 
of the fingle Miifionaries, and fundry of the (hip's corn*- 
pany, wi£ed alfo to accompany them thither ; but the 
fmallQeis of the boat prevented. This circumftance 
providentiallv favoured my defire of keeping together 
till we (hould join thofe whom we left on board the 
Duff, to fee*!f yet any door mieht be opened for all, or 
any part of the miffion going forward to the places of 
their deflination from Monte Video, or, if not, that 
we in company mieht leifurely confult upon what flbould 
appear moft confif&nt to be done. 

Our paffage from Cape Frio to this, conCfted oaly of 
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eight days, pieafbrit weather, as we on the morning of' 
tlie 1 2th got fafe to anchor. The feelings ^nd anxietjr 
of my mind were truly great previous to our arrival, not 
knowing how we, under God, might be all difpofedof. 
Fear and hope, diftruft and confidence, had their alter- 
nate reign. Captain Carbonal, however, always pre- 
fented the brighteft fide of our circumftanccs, by faying, 
that he doubted not of being enabled to obtain liberty 
for us all from the Governor of this port, under certain 
Ihnitations and reftridions. But a change having re- 
cently taken place in the Viceroy of Buenos Ayres, the 
capital of this countrj% orders had been received by the 
Governor fi'om the new vice king^ not to fuffer any 
Engfilh prifoners, for the prefent, to be landed. Our 
women, children, Mr. Turner, and the boys, all confc- 
quently remained on board the DufF; and we had the 
happinefs of immediately learning, that they continued 
all well, and that they had been moft humanely and 
kindly treated by M. Riviere, the prize-mafter. Some 
of the children were brought on board the Buonaparte,. 
Ihortly after her coming to anchor, to fee their fathers j 
and all the married Mifljonaries were fent by Captain 
Carbonal on board, the next* morning, to refide. The 
Duff's former fteward alfo was requefted to accompany 
them, with inftruftions from Captain Carbonal. to pro- 
vide for their table of the beft the country would af- 
ford. Surely it highly becomes u^ (with David) to fing 
of mercy in the midft of trouble. '. / 

As yet I liave not been permitted to go on board of 
the Duff; neither have I been on (hore. As to what way 
infinite wifdom may fee meet to difpofe of us, is a mat- 
ter which at prefent I cannot fo much as form any juft 
conceptions about; Submiffion and refignation are our 
prefent duty. He will kad us in a way tTiat we know 
not, and guide us in the path that he fhall choofe ; which 
I defire firmly to truft will be fuclvas lliall magnify the 
wifdom of his adorable providence in the eyes of all his 
people, and prevent wicked men from fpeaking proudly 
and contemptuoufly of this appointed trial to our faith, 
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patience, and pcrfeverance. Wc we all well, and, I 
hope; in a great meafure preferved from repining at 
the difpenfation. May it be abundantly bleffed to us, 
and all the friends anddireftors of the Society, in fome 
way orotlier; and may their efforts thereby t>e doubled, 
infteacj of marred, in the advancement of fo lapdablc a 
caufe, and God, even their God, abundaatly glorified 
thereby, is the finccre prayer of, 
Dear Sir, 

Your much obliged, tried, and humble fervant, 

THOMAS ROBSOl^ 

Tp Jojeph ffardcqftley Efq. London. 



Letter from the Mijfionaries at New- Holland^ concerning 
an InfurreSIion at Otaheite, and their reafons for leaving 
that place. 

Sydney (NeW'South4Vales)y September ^ 1798. 

Fathers^ Brethren^ and Fellow-labourers in the Qofpel of 
our Lord Jefiis Chrifiy grace be unto you^ ana peace 
from God our Father ^ and the Lord Jejus Qhrijl, 

WE give thanks to God and the Father of our 
T^ord Jefus Chrift, praying always for you, that 
your " works of faith, and labours of love/* may be 
abundantly'profpered by him; and that, through your 
Inllrumentality*, the gofpel my fpread far and wide, and 
vifit every corner of this benighted world with its en- 
livening rays, and overwhelm it as with a deluge of cc- 
leftial light ! 

It is with pleafure wc look forward to that happy 
day wbei) all 4he kingdoms of t^his world fhall become 
thp kingdoms of our God and his Chrift; and the hope 
of being made, in any meafure, injrumenial in effefting 
fo glorious a revolution^ fupported and animated us 
amidft the difHculties which we fo lately encountered, 
and the dangers that furrounded qs; but as it hath 
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pleafed tfec Moft Highy in his providcocc, ta f^iMVS 
us, the under-mentioned Miffionaries, fronl Otaheite 
to this colony^ we feel it a duty incumbent on us to 
take the eariieft opportunity to make known unto you^ 
in order, the circumftances which led to this event. 

Captain Wilfon left us at Otaheite on the 4th of 
Auguft, i797> intending to call at the Friendly lilands^ 
on his way to China ; the body of Miffionaries was dif« 
pofed of by him as follows, viz, eighteen were left at 
Otaheite, ten at Tongataboo, one at St, Chriftipa, and 
brother Gilham taken with him for Europe, the lols 
of whom we have feverely felt, as will appear in the fe- 
quel. 

Immediately on Captain Wilfon^s leaving the ifland^ 
we diicove|;ed that tlie fiatives had concerted a plan to 
ieize on our women and property the next Sabbath, 
when we were at public worfhip. We informed them, • 
that we were acquainted with their intentions, and took 
the neceflary precaution! to prevent a furprife, being 
well aware, that . if they (the women) fell into thei^ 
hands, they would experience the**moft brut^ treat*t 
xhent. 

In this anxious fituation, under continual alarms, we 
Jield feveral meetings, to confider the moft proper 
piode of procedure j when it was our unanimous opi- 
nion, that if our property fell into their hands, it would 
create a general war among them ; it was, therefore, 
deemed advifable, in order to prevent fo much cvil^ 
to deftribute fmall portions of it occafionally, and to 
build a houfe on fuch a conftruftion, as would render a 
. ftrong watch unnecelTaiy. 

Every exertion was made to provide materials, that 
the building might be finifticd without delay ; but our 
aftivity received a check by the interpofing hand of Pro* 
vidence. A large piece of timber being thrown into 
the fea, in order to be conveyed to our habitation, was 
driven with fuch violence, by a fwoUen ferge, againft 
brother Hodges, as broke his Iqg. This difpenutioa 
was rendered the mort painful for want of proper alfift- 
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Ance, as no one among us had any ikill in furgety ; bat 
what was wanting in experience was made up in atten- 
tion by brothers Broomhall and Clode, who officiated 
in that department. Their efforts, however, proved 
ineiTedtual, the bone being broken in an oblique direc* 
tion, and, the patient refUefs, it could not be kept to«« 
gether; and with concern we add, he has totally Ic^ the 
ufe of his leg. As our journal is left with the brethreil 
who remain at Otaheite, we cannot ddcend to par-* 
ticulars^ fuffice it to obferve, th&t we wete frequently 
interrupted in our building by large parties of natives 
(particularly Areeois) entering the diftrift. Though 
they did not moleft us in our work, we thought it pru« 
dent to decline it during their day, as we were t^ll af* 
fuired they only waited for a favourable opportunity to 
carry their defi^ns againft us into execution.* 

On the 6th of March, 1 798, the Nautilus Bark, Cap^ 
tain Bifliop, viiited the iiland, and, after taking in re^ 
frefliments, proceeded on her voyage for Maflafiiero. 
This veilel was fitted out at M accao, in China, to tradie 
on the north-weft eoaft of America ; but, meeting with 
tempeftuous weather, was driven in great diftrtfs to 
the Ruffian fettlement at Kamichatka, which induced 
t)ie captain (havii^ loft the feafon) to relinquifti the ob- 
jcQt of his purfuit on the north-weft coaft, and fail for 
Maflafuero, an ifland on the fouth^weft coaft:, in ordet 
to procure a cai]go of feal fkins. 

After her departure bur iituation became more peril- 
ous, and we wferc every moment under an expeftation 
of an aftault, when we were s^in viiited by the Naipit 
tiius^ which was driven back in a violent gale of wiod^ j 

Thele was fomething lingular and ftriking in this evenli 
and we cannot but acknowledge the hand of Providence 
in it. When the Nautilus left Otaheite, ftie iailed fbc 
Ulitea> to procure yams for her voyage. While at an* 
chor in a harbour in that iiland, the gale commenced, 
which drove her to iea, and became fo violent as to 
render the ihip unmanageable ; accordingly the captain 
lei her drive befoj^ the win^, under her mafts and 
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yards, having all the fails furled, which brought her to 
the eaftward of Point Venus before the gale ceafed. 
The veffel entered Matavia Bay in a very leaky condi- 
tion. Soon after (he came to anchor, two of her fea- 
men deferted, and fccreted themfclves on fliorc. The 
captaiif rcqucfted us to iutreat the king to lend them 
©n board ; accordingly a deputation ot four brethren 
waited- on him for that purpofe. On their arrival at • 
Oparre, the diftridt in which the king reficjed, they 
were ftripped naked,* one of them dragged through a 
river, ^nd his head beat againfl the ftones till the blood 
came <>ut of his ears; they were then feparated and de- 
tained^ and, under the greateft apprehenfion, not 
only ol their own lives, but for our fafety, as a large 
party of natives, immediately on their being feized, 
made off with an intent to attack our fettlement ; obT • 
ferving, that as they had got two of our befl: warriors, , 
(meaning thofe that were mod fkilful in. handling the 
muiket, for we were lil under the ncceifity of learning 
the maaual exercife), the others would be eafily over- 
come. In the ^ evening feveral hundred natives were* 
fcen near our dwelling, and we received inforniation by 
a boy, of the detention of our brethren; but, as the 
difix)fing of all events is of the Lord, they were pro; 
videntially releafed by means of the king's father, and 
returned home About eight o'clock at night. The news 
of their arrivA was no doubt a mean-of preventing the 
meditated attack. Thus circumftanced, we held a 
meeting to confider what means would be mod prudent 
to adopt «j when it was propofed to remove to fome 
ifl;ind in^the vicinity of Otaheite, and write to the Dl- 
ledors by the Nautilus, and inform them of our fitua- 
tion ; but, as no place afforded us the lead profpeft of 
an afylum, this plan was give^ up. Several of the 
brethren then declared that they were wearied out by 
continual watching, and would no longer bear arms ; 
that it would be ralhnefs in the extreme for fo fmall a 
body, to ftand on the defenfive; that it was their inten^ 
tion to deliver their property into ^!ie hands of the na-* 
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lives, by which means they (hould be freed from the 
anxiety and fufpenfe they had long laboured under. In- 
deed, this determination appeared the only way to live 
iti peace among them; but, as it expoled the iK^omen 
to* the brutal treatment of the natives, and lefl them 
in a defencekfs ftate in the midft of a people of the moft 
diilblute manners and lafcivious difpoiitions,^ it #as the 
unanimqus opinion of the whole body, that it was a 
call in Providence for the married people to leave the 
ifland, as they could not continue there in fefety j. and a 
way of conveyance open for therii to Port Jackfon in 
the Nautilus, the captain having given up his intended 
voyage,* and purpofed to winter in that port. Several 
of the fingle brethren alfo thought it tlitir duty, from 
motives of prudence, to leave the ifland. 

We accordingly made our iituation known to the 
captain, and requeued a paflage in l}is vefiel, which he 
very humanely and readily granted," on condition of our 
giving a bill on the Direftors for fuch a quantity of pro- 
H^ifion to be purchafed at Port Jackfon,, as he intended 
. to take on board at Otaheite, and which he could pro- 
cure for two or three mufkets, but would be prevented 
by giving us a paflage. This. being agreed to, eleven 
men, four women, and four children, immediately 
went on board the bark, which we found to be very 
fmall and leaky. The condition of the veffel, the dan- 
gers of the fea, and the advanced age of Mrs. Eyre, in- 
duced her to remain on the illand, and cultivate the 
friendftiip of Iddea, giving her property to her. Indeed, 
we do not apprehend that Mrs. Eyre will be exp^fed to 
the tieatAient a younger perfon would, in all probabi- 
lity, experience, as old age is deemed difgraceful by the 
Otaheiteans, and pcrfons in that ftagc of life are difre- 
garded by them. 

While we were preparing to embark, the two (eamen 
who deferted from the fhip came to our habitation. 
They iiiformed us, that the preceding night Otoo, with 
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about feven hundred men, armed with ipears, intended 
to attack us, and iofifted on their jpining them; which 
they ifefufine to do, were beaten and dripped by them. 

^W4« are lorry to add, that while lying at anclidr in 
the bay, information was brought us, that a war had 
commenced in Oparre, in confe^uence of the treatment 
the brethren received firom the inhabitants of that dif- 
XnGc. We fincerely hope our brethren on the ifland 
will not be involved in the calamities of the fame, as 
ihey have given up the property of the Society, and 
their own alfo, into the hands of Pomarre ; confequcntlv 
^ey have no inducement for the natives to moleit 
them^ There is, however, no dependance to be placed 
on the friendil^ip of Pomarre. 

It may not be improper to obferve, that we left Ota- 
heite on the 3 1 ft of March lafl, and arrived at Port Jack« 
fon on the 14th of May ; we had a favourable, though 
diiagreeaMe parage, "firom the condition of the veflel» 
which was fo leaky, that we were obliged to be at the 
pump every two hours,, day and night, and fome part 
of the voyage every hour. On our arrival at this pkce» 
we were favourably received by the Governor, who im- 
mediately put us on the public ftore, and gave us every 
ai&ftance in his power. 

Tbefe circumftances, we truft, will have their, due 
weight and influence with you and the public mind. 
The views of each particular individual, refpeAing his 
future operations, we prefume will be laid before you. 
In the mean time, we fubfcribe ourfelves^ 

Your unworthy iervants in the LfOrd^ 



James Fleet Cover, 
Rowland Haflel. 
Edward Maine. 
James Puckey. 
William Smith, 
John Cock^refufed to fign. 
William Henry. 



Francis Oaks. 
Peter Hodges. 
William Puckney. 
Samuel Clode, abfent from 

Sydney at the figning of 
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THE Society met on the firft Tuefday of Apri 1, 1 800, 
being the time to which they had altered their 
annual meetings and after the eledion of officers, pro- 
ceed to the tranfaftion of bufinefs. In the evening of 
the faidday, the annual Sermon was pleached by the 
Rev. Dr. Linn, (from Pfalm cxj^xvil. 5, 6. If 1 forget 
thee J O ycrufa/emj let my right hand forget her cunning. 
Jf 1 do not remember thee, let my tongtte cleave to the roof 
of my mouth y if I prefer not Jerufiilem above^ my chief joy ^) 
in the Brick Prefbyterian Church, to a large and atten- 
tive audience, and a liberal colledlion was made for the 
purpofesof the Society. The Rev. John Abeel was 
appointed to preach the next annual Sermon, on the 
firft Tuefday of Aprij, 1 80 1 , in the New Dutch Church. 
Th'eftate of the Society, and the progrefs which they 
have made, will appear from the following 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS, 
IN their report of November 14th, 1799, the Di- 
reftor^tajed, in general, the arrival of the Miffionary, 
the R^'Jofeph Bullen, among the Chickafaw Indi- 
ans, ana'iibjcir favourable difpofition towards him, al- 
though he had not been formally acknowledged by the 
nation. They have it now in their power to communi- 
cate to the Society, the very pleafing intelligence, that 
his reception has been friendly and flattering even be- 
yond expedation. The Indians appear to have vied 
with each other in their kindneffes to him, and hisfon,,^ 
Vol. I. No. 2. A 
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who accompanied him ; and to have liftened with re« 
{peft and reverence to his religious inftru&ions. It will 
readily occur, that during Mr. Bqllcn's Ihort refidejice 
in the Indian country, viz. from the 20th of May, till 
the 4th of September, 1799, no great progrefs mjhc 
i^rk of his miffion could reafonably be expefted. The 
difference of language and of manners, the impoilibility 
of procuring proper interpreters, and the difficulty of 
procuring any worthy of confidence ; the (late of In- 
dian fociety, and the jealoufy of the Indian temper, arc 
obftacles which time, patience, and perfeverance are 
neceflary to remove. Yet, under all thefe difcourage- 
tnents, added to the afRidion of broken health, and 
the feyere ficknefs pf his fon, Mr. BuUen appears to 
have laboured with fidelity, and not without effcft. 
One of the Chickafaw chiefs has been prevailed upoA 
to fet up the worlhip of God in his family : Others arc 
cheerful in promoting the introdudioA of the gofpel into 
the nation J and the negroes, of whom it poflciles con- 
^derable numbers, have difcoy^red much anxiety to 
learn the things which belong to their p^ace. Several 
of them came miles to hear Mr. BuUen preach and ca- 
^echife, and fome of them feemed fo to embrace the 
yioxd of life, that he thought himfelf warranted to ad- 
miniiler baptifm to one family, viz. a father ai^d four 
children. 

The Indian diet and mode of living in. general difa- 
greeing with his cohditution^ fo as gradually to impair 
his health and flrength, fo far as. to incapacitate hint 
for the comfortable difcharge of mifiionary duties, and 
his fon having been brought, by difeafe, to th o iyink of 
the grave, Mr. ^ullen thought it requifite tonp^e the 
country for awhile and return home. He towThis de- 
parture ^accordingly on the 4th of September, with the 
r^rets of the chiefs "and nation. He was efcorted a 
confiderable difta.nce on his journey, and parted with 
them after receiving their earneft folicitations to come 
tack as fpeedily as poflible. Two addrefles to the board 
pf Directors, one from Wolf 's friend, the head nmn of 
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the nation, and another from General William Colbert, 
and Major George Colbert, both chiefs of influence^ 
officially requefted that Mr. Bullen might return with- 
out delay, arid brin^ his family to fettle among them. 
'They alfo requefted that the board would fend fome 
other perfons who could teach them fome of the arts if 
civilized life, and promifed lands during their continu- 
ance in the country, andlfoch other fuceoursas it (hould 
be in their power to give. 

In confequence of this application, the Diteftois 
thought it their duty, and of high importance to the 
objefts of this Society* to atteim)t the formdtion of d 
fhiall religious fettlement in tff Chickafaw country* 
For this purpofe they have conncfted in the miffiod 
with Mr. Bullen, and his family, Deacon Ebeoezer 
Rice, and his family* With Mr. Rice, both from re- 
Ipeftablc information, and perfonal intei-view, they havft 
every reafon to be fatisfied, as a jn:ian of evangelical 
principles and experimental godlinefs, and one well 
*<)ualified to affift Mr. Bullen as a catechift. Befides his 
ufefulneis in catechifing, Mr. Rice» from his mechani- 
cal ikill, will be able to aifift the Indians in the con- 
ftruftion of houfcs, mills and looms. From his family 
^nd that of Mr. BuUen's jointly, th«y will learn agri^* 
culture, and feveral of the domeftic arts. While, the 
females will be of eminent fervice in inftrufting theln<- 
dian women* A number of perfons of other occupa- 
tions 'Were willing to accompany the miffion* But the 
^ Direftors having adopted, as a fundamental principle, 
the refolution of not employing any who (hould not be 
primly devoted to the propagation of the glorious 
gofj^Kand with whom improvements, merely civil, 
' fhoula nOfc>be a fecondary objeA, and having nothing to 
convince them that the applicants areof thisdefcription, 
were obliged to decline the offer. 

Mr. Bullen, therefore, and Mr. Rice, with their fa- 
milies, agreed to go, by themfelves, on the noble and 
generous enterprife. They fet off on the 1 3th inftant, 
and are now profecuting their journey. 
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The number of perfons belonging to the miflion is as 

• follows : — 

Mr. BuUen, his wife, five children, and a young 
man, named Harris, whom he was permitted 
to take as a member of his family, • . •, 8 

Mr. Rice, his wife, and feven children, . . 9 
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Making in the whole . . 17 

The Directors were defirous of fending a blackfmith,, 
but have not yet been able to obtain fuch a one as they 
would deem fuitable. As foon as they can accomplifb 
tl\is, the eftabliflimenfcwill be fufEcient, in their judg- 
inent, at leaft for fome time. 

They have alfo authorifed Mr. Bullen to employ as a 
teacher under him, for one year, a perfon of piety 
and foundnefs rn.the faith, and have voted a compea- 
fation of 100 dollars. ' 

The cxpenfes of the miffion are as follows ; 

Allowance to Mr. Bullen for his firft journey, i)/#^ 

in addition to the firft appropriation, . . 7^ 

Allowance for fcrvices rendered by his fon, . 50 

Po. outfit and journey to the Chickafaws, 30a 

Do. for advattce on falar}^, 275 

Do. to Deacon Rice for outfit and removal, 200 
Do. to do. in advance for one-half yeafs 

falary> 100 
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The annual expenfe of the miffion, exclufive of inci- 
dental charges, and including the coft of fchot^^fter^ 
is ^ ■ " Dls. 

Mr. Bullen's falary, ' 375 

Mr. Rice's do 200 

Schoolmafter's do, . . , 100 

Making in the whole a fum of fix hundred and fcventy- 
five dollars. 
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The Direftors enjoy particular Iktisfadion in reprc- 
fenting to the Society, that their refources are fully ade- 
quate to this expenfe; 
The income of their produdtive capital is efti- Dis. 

mated at * 350 

The annual contributions amount to ... • 250 
The monthly and annual coUeftions on an 

average, to about ......•• 400 

1000 
The prefent ftate of their funds is fubjoined. 

D/s. Cts. 
3 5 Infurance (hares coft .... 1 993 7 6 

jr)edu6tion for balance due the Treafurer, 123 32 



1870 44 
Probable amount due by members, ; . 229 56 

2100 00 

Hitherto, it is evident, the Lord hath helped. And 
it would be ungrateful to omit, in the record of his mer- 
cies, the prompt and cheerful affiftance which has been 
afforded to the miffion by the government of the United 
States. 

After fo pleafing a commencement, it would be in- 
excufeble in the Directors, not to contemplate the ex- 
tenfion of their plans. In this delightful labour, they 
will gladly exert themfelves, and confidently exped the 
fupport, not only of the Society, but of thofe who pray 
for the peace of Jerufalem. 

JOHN M. MASON, Sec'ry. 
. New- York J March 31,1 800. 

. Officers and other DireBorsfor the enfuing Year. 

OFFICERS. 
John Rodgers, D. D. Prejident. 
John H. Livingfton, D. D. Fice -Prejident. 
Mr. Divie Bethune, Treafurer^ 
Rev. John M. Mafon, Secretary. 
Rev. Samuel Miller, Clerk. 
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OTHER DIRECTORS. 

William Lien, D. D. Mr. John Bingham^ 

John M'Knight, D. D. George Lindfay, Efq- 

Rev. John N. Abeel, Anthony Poft, Efq. 

Rev. Philip Milledoler, Leonard Bleecker, Efq. 

Peter Wilfon, L. L, D. George Warner, Efq. 

John Broome, Efq. Mr. John Mills. 

tt" Donations to the Society will be thankfully re- 
ceived by Mr. Divie Bethune, Treafurer, or by any 
other of the Diredors. 



^ke CoHftitution of the Mtffionary Society of Conne^icut .* 
with an Addrefs from the Board of Trufiees to the 

. People of the. State 'y and a Narrative on the SubjeSi 
of Mijfions. To which isfuhjoinedy a Statement of the 
Funds of the Society. 

Confiitution of the Midionary Society of ConneQicui * 

THE General Aflbciation of the'State of Connefti- 
cut, impreffed with the. obligation on all the 
friends of Chriftianity to propagate a knowledge of its 
gracious and holy dodrines, alfo encouraged by the 
late zealous exertions for this end, in fundry Chriftian 
bodies, cannot but hope the time is near in which God 
will fpread his truth through the earth. They alfo 
confider it a thing of great importance, that fomf 
* charitable aiEftance be extended to new Chriftian fet* 
tlements in various parts of the United States. The 
falvation of thefe fouls is precious. The happinefs of 
the rifing generation, and the order and (lability of ci- 
vil government are moft eflfeftually advanced by the 
difFufion of religious and moral fentiments, through 
the preaching of the gofpel. In deep feeling of thefe 
truths, having by prayer fought the direftlon of God, 
in the fear of his great name, they have adopted the 
following Confiitution of a Miffionary Society. 
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Article i • This Society ihall be knowa by the name 
of Yhe MiJJionary Society ofConneSlicut. 

Art. 2. The General Affociation of the Sllite of Con- 
neflicut (hall be the faid Miffionary Society. 

Art. 3, The General Affociation (hall annually, by 
ballot, appoint twelve truftees, whereof fix (hall be 
clergymen and (ix (hall be brethren of our Churches, 
^who (hall icondudt the bu(inefs of our Society in the 
manner hereafter defcribed. 

Art. 4. The objedt of this Society (hall be t6chri(^ 
tianize the Heathen in North America, and to fupport 
and 'promote Chriflian knowledge in the new fettle^ 
ments, within the United States; and both (hall be 
purfiied as .circumftances (hall point out, and as the 
Truftees, under the fuperintendence of the Genend 
AjQTociation, (hall diredt. 

Art. 5. The General A(rociation and the Truftees 
(hall adopt fuch meafures, from time to time, for raif- 
ing funds, as they (liall judge to be expedient. 

Art. 6. The Truftees (hall have power to apply the 
fun^s of the (bciety, according to their difcretion, in 
all cafes in which they (hall not be limited by the Ge- 
neral Affociation, or by the donors: They Ihall cor- 
refpond with other Miflionary Societies; (hall have 
power to appoint^ and difmifs Midionaries ; to pay 
them ; and generally to tranfaft all bufinefs necefTary 
to attain the ends of the Society : And (hall be pa^ 
their neceflary expenfes, but nothing for their fervices. 
Art. 7. The Truftees (hall annually appoint a Secre- 
tary, who fliall keep a fair account of their proceedings. 
They (hall alfo appoint a Chairman, who, with four of 
the Truftees, (hall be a quorum to tranfaft bufinefs. 
Or if the dated Chairman (liall not be prefent, any 
feven of the Truftees (liall be a quorum. 

Art. 8. The Chairaian fliall have power to call a 
meeting of the Truftees, at his difcretion, by letters left 
with them, or at the houfes of ^Jt^eir re(idence : And it 
(hall be his duty to call fuch meeting whenever requefted 
by any two of the Truftees. And in cafe of the death 
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of the Chairman, or of his abfencc from the State, any 
two Truftees are hereby errxpowered to call a meeting. 

Art. 9. The General Affociatioir (hall annually ap» 
point a Treafurer and an Auditor of accx>unts ; and the 
Treafurer fhall exhibit, both to the General AjflTociation 
^nd to the Truftees, the (late of the Treafury, whenever 
he (hall be called on for that purpofc. 

Art. 10. The Truftees (hall annually exhibit to the 

General AiTociation, a particular account of the Miffion- 

aries employed by them — of places to which they are 

fent — of the miflions — of the ftate tjf the funds— of the 

. receipts and expenditures — and of whatever relating to 

this inftitution the General Aftbciation (hall require. 
^ Art. 1 1 . The Truftees, and all the officers of this 
Society, (hall enter on their re(pedive offices on the firfl 
WedneiKJay of September, annually j and (hail continue 
in office for one-year. 

Art. iz. The Truftees (hall hold their firft meetiog 
at the State-houfe in Hartford, on the firft Wednefday 
of September next, at 1 1 o'clock, A. M, and in every 
year thereafter, thej^ (hall meet at the (ame timeand place, 
unlefs othcrwife ordered by the General Afibciation. 

Art. 13. If, on experience, it fliall be found necef- 
fary to alter this Conftitution, an alteration may be 
made by the General Afibciation, at their ftated Sel^ 
fion ; but not without having been drawn up in writing, 
and lying under <;onfideration one year; nor unlefs aC 
leaft two thirds of all the members of the General ASom 
ciation fhall adopt fald alteration, 

Benjamin Trxtmbull, Moderator, 

% 

Pajfed in General AJfociation at HehoH, June 21, 179S, 

TeJ. Nathan Perkins, Scriie. 

In purfuance of the third article of the precedii^ 
Conftitution, the following perfons were chofen Truftees 
in June, 1798, viz. the Hon. John Treadwcll, the 
Hon. Heman Swift, the Hon. Roger Newberry, the 
Hon. Jonathan Brace, the Hon. John Davenport, Dr- 
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JoQiua Lathrop, the Rev^ Benjamin Trumbull, D. Di 

the Rev. Levi Hart, the Rev. Jonathan Edwards, D.Da 

the Rer. Cyprian Strong, the Rev. Nathan Strong, and 

the Rev. Charles Backus* 

At the fame time, Andrew Kingibury, Efq* wa^ 

chofen Treafurer, and John Porter, Efq. Auditor of 

the Society. 

The Tniftees, at their firft meeting, elefted the 

Hon. John Treadwell, Chairman, and the Rev. Abel 
Flint, Seaetary. 

In Jiine, 179$, the fame t>er(bns; werere-eleftedtruf- 
tees, with the exception of the Rev. Jonathan Ed-^ 
wards, D« D. who having been cholen President of 
Ui^ion College, at Schenedady, removed out of the 
State, and in his place, the Rev. Nathan WiUiattaSi 
D: D. was chofen. The fame Trcafurer and Auditor 
were alfo re-eledec} ; and the fame Chairman and Se* 
cretary of the Board of Tru(tees« 
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An Addrefs from the Board of Tn^ees to the People of 
the State, and a Narrative on the SubjeEl of Miffions. 

TO thofe who have any fenfe of the bleffings of the 
gofpel of peace and fahration, it muft appear aix 
object of importance to diffufe a khowledge of thefe 
bleffin^, amon^ fucfa as are deflitute of it, as well as 
to prelerve it ahve in the minds of thofe who have re^ 
ceived their birth and early impreffion in a land of goP 
pel light. This confideration has given rife to many 
iocieties, in various parts of the Chriftian world, whoie 
objedt has been either to propagate Cbriftianity arnqn^^ 
Heathen nations, or to continue a knowledge of i( 
where it had once been enjoyed. 

For exertions in both thefe refpefts, the United 
States of America have long prefented a widely ex- 
tended field. Within their limits are many tribes of 
lavages, who are ftill enveloped in the groiTeft darkncfa 
with regard to religion; and as the Aborigines recede 
farther weftward and northward, new fettlements^ 
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civilrzed inhabitants are continually foroun|. Itier 
people who form thefe fettlements, from the unalli]c& 
of their numbers at. firil, and from other circtmaftaa^ 
ces peculiar to plantations newly fettled^ muft aece&« 
rily, for a time^ remain defbtute of the ftated preach- 
ing of the gofpel and adminiftration qjf Chrifkiaa cndi* 
nances ^ and tinlefs Miffionaries are f^nt among them^ 
there i^ dat^er of thetr loiing, by degrees,, a knowledge 
of the principles and a regard for the precepts of 
Chriftianity. ^ 

Imprefied with the& ideas, the Clergy, as. .well a» 
many other people of the State of Ck>nne^icat, have, 
from time to time, turned their attontioa to tlhis fub^ 
jedt, and endeavoured to form plans for fending Mif- 
iionaries to the new fettlements, ia the northern and 
weftern parts of the United States* The Geaeml Ai* 
ibciation of the State, in the year 1792, petitioned the 
Legiflature for a contribution throughout the State, fw 
the purpofe of fupporting Miffionaries. The petition: 
was granted, and there was a contributipa. for three 
years fuccefEvely. Confiderable fiyaas of money were 
raifed, and a number of Miffionaries annually appoint- 
ed by the General Afibciation. Extracts from tiie 
Journak of thefe Miffionaries were publiflied, \Vk the 
years 1794, 1795, and 1797,. and difperied through the 
State.. From thefe estradls it appears, that the plan 
was produ<^ive of great good, and ^he General AiSxi- 
ation, and other friends pi Zion, wi^re not willing to re>- 
linquilli an objedfc which had fb favourable. an alpedt on 
the intereft of the Redeemer's kingdom* 

The period for which., contributions were grafted 
having expired, and the money having been nearly ex* 
pended, the General Aflbciation^ at their feffion in 
June, i79'7> formed an addrels, which, with a number 
of extrads on the fubje6t of Miffions, was printed and 
difperfed among the people of the State, with a view of 
calling their attention to the fubjcdt ; both as it refpcft- 
ed the fending of Miffionaries to the new fettlements, 
aad the propagating of. the gofpel among the Indian 
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tribes. Fimh^r to* promote the fame objed» the Ge<* 
neral Aflbciatioit in June, 1 798, formed them&lves into 
a IMiffionary Society, an^ again addrefied the people, 
IbUciting their, charitable contributions for the fupp(»t 
of Miffions. 

Application wjis again made to the General Affem- 
bly for a d:)ntribi]^ion ; and, at their ieffiofn in Odober, 
1 798, they pafled a refolve, authorizing contributions 
in the feveral ecclefiaftical focieties in tfaeState^fbr three 
years iucoeffively, and dtreding the monies whidi 
(hould be contributed to be appropriated by- the Truf- 
tces of the Miffionary Society of ConaedicUt, in prof* 
cnoting the objeAai for which &id Society was inftituted. 
The Trultees, chofen'by the Society, entered on 
the bufihefs committed to them, in September, 1798* 
I^'indlng that a number of Miffionaries had been ap- 
pointed ^ for that year, by the General Aflbciation, they 
then made no additional appointments* , At their meet- 
ings fince that time, the following Miffipnaries have 
befen appointed, via. the R^v. Aaron Kinne, the Rev. 
Seth Willifton, ft^r. jedidiah Buflinell, Mr. Salmon 
Kinff^i and Mr. Anpafa Jerome, to continue during thfe 
pkafure of th^ Board; and alfo Mr. Sylvefter Dana^ 
the Rev. Mofes C Wekh, and Mr. Marihfield Steel, 
each for a term of four months* 

Meflrs. Willifton, Buflinell, King and Jerome are 
deiignated to the coutfties of Onondaga, (Syuga, On- 
tario, Stuben and Tjoga, in the State of New- York. 
The three firft have, for feveral months, beenengaged on 
their Miffions. Mr; Jerome, haying been recently ap- 
pointed, has not yet entered on his Miffion. 
•' Mr. Kinne and Mr. Dana are now labouring in the 
vacant fetlements weft of Lake Geoi^ and Lake 
Champlain. 

Mr. Welch and Mr. Steel are appointed to the four 
northermoft counties of the State or Vermont, the one 
to go the eaft, and the other the weft fide of the Green 
Mountains. Thefe were recently chofen, and it is not 
known whither they will accept the appointment; 
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Provifion is alfo made for the appointment of a Mi{^ 
iionary to go into the fouthern part of the counties di 
Delaware and Tic^a, in the State of New- York, and 
the traft of country called Sufquehanaab^ in theState of 
Pennfylvania. 

At the prefent feffion cS the Board <rf Truftees, Mr. • 
^ Jedidiah Buflinell, one of the above named Miffionarics» 
' appeared before the Board, in compliance with a vote 
pafled at the laft feffion, with a view of receiving <^i- 
nation. Having examined him with refpe& to his ac- 
quaintance with the doctrines of Chriftianity, his belief 
in thofedoftrines, his ability to teach them to othen^ 
Jiis experimental acquaintance with the truth, and his 
views m entering on the work of the miniftry, and ^n- 
ing fiill fatisfa&ion on thefe points, the Truftees voted 
to feparate him to that work, ai|d he was accoidingly 
fordained at the North Prefbyterian Meeting-houfe ia 
Hartford, January 15, 1800. Thefolemnity of ondi*^ 
nation was performed by the following perfons. The 
jRxv. Georse Cblton made the introduftory prayer, the 
tRev, Cypnan Strong preached the fermon, the Rev. 
Benjamin Trumbull, P. P. made the confecrating 
prayer, the Rev, Nathan Williams, D. D. g^ve the 
(Chaige, th^ Rev^ Charles Backus ^ve the rieht hand ^ 
fellowfhip, ^d the Rev. Abel Flmt made the conclud- 
ing prayer. 

From the liberal fubfcriptions and contributions of 
the people pf the St«te, the Truftees flatter themfelves 
that they (ball b^ able to fupply the vacant fettlements 
ivith more miffionary labours than they have been (xxi^ 
plied with in paft years, * And with a view of further 
promoting the objed of the inflitution, they have ap- 
propriate Qpe hundred doljars pf the fiands of the So^ 
ciety for the pi^rchafe of bodes for religious inftru&ioni 
to be dillribpted, at the difcnstion of the Miffionaries, 
to congregations, f^i^ilieij g^jj individuals in the new 
fcttlements. 

^ While they are happy in advancing the views of the 
Society^ ^d of thof? whq h^vc ^nqppi^y contributed 
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-to its fbndsy as well as of the L^iilature, in anthoiiling 
contributions, relative to their brethren in the new 
fettlements, they are not unmindful of the other objeft 
of the inftitution, the chriftianizing of the Heathen^ 
They haye made fome progrefs in acquiring the necef- 
ikry. information on that difficult and important fut^d^ 
.but have not been able, as yet, to mature a plan^which 
affords a reafonable profpeft of fuccefs. As ibon as 
they (hall fee a door opened for an effort to diffufe the 
knowledge of Chriftianity among the Indians, and (ball 
have difcovered the proper means to efie<5t it, they. will 
^ employ the mofl zealous exertions to promote the beft 
intereits of thofe unhappy peo^Je, in fpreading among 
.them the favor of the Redeemer's name. 

The following accounts of the labours of Miflionaries, 
and extrads from their narratives, while they manifeft 
the zeal and engagednefs of the Miffionaries, will ferve 
to convince thofe who have generouily contributed to 
the fupport of miffions, that the money thus beftowed^ 
has, under the bleffing of Heaven, fubferved a moft va» 
iuable purpofe; and, it is hoped, will induce;. them to 
contribute flill more abundantly in future. 

The Rev. Amos Baflett comnienced his miifion in 
Auguft, 1798. He vifited the vacant fettlements in 
the counties (sf Orange, Caledonia, and EiTex, in the 
State of Vermont, and alfo the fettlements in the State 
of New-Hatnpfhire, adjoining Connecticut river. In 
Several places in Veroumt, he found a more than oidi* 
jiary attention to religion. He was univerfally revived 
jvith cordiality,, and. treated in a mann^ which . evinced 
that the inhabitants w^re pleaied with havii^ Mi0k)n- 
aries come among ti^td. In the clofe of his narrative, 
he renuurks, that ^* the good effects of the labours of 
*^ forncier Miffionaries were perceivable ; that they ferved 
^' to keep alive,, in the minds of the people, a fenfe oi 
.*' the benefit of lelig^ous order, and to lead them, as 
^' they became able, to make arrangements for its per- 
f^ manent fupport/* 
^ In Augufl, 1 798, th? B»ev..Meflrrs. Alexander Gillct, 
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iind PiiMius V. Booge, commen<::cd a tour dF about 
eight weeks, in the counties of Rutland, Addifon, Chit* 
tenden, Caledonia, Oiiidahs and Franklin, in the State 
of Vermont, where they had alfo been the preceding 
-year. They fometimes travelled lA company, and fome- 
dfliieS'feparately, appointing leftures, &c. for each other. 
The following remarks are extradted from their narra- 
tives. Mr. Gillet obfervcs, " In my tour I travelled 
** towards 700 miles; preached about fifty times ; bap- 
** t-izcd ten children ; attended one Allbciation, and 
-** bne Council, and was abfent feven weeks and five 
<* days^ It is with much iatisfaftion I remark, that the 
** ppofpeft of doing good to the new fettlements in- 
** creates. My reception appeared more cordial in ge- 
*« neral among them than laft year. They are more 
** atteiitive to ledures. They feem more imprefled 
*« with a fenfe of the benevolent exertions of the good 
*' people of Connecticut, in making provifion to fend 
^« Miffionaries among them. It forces oh them at leaft 
*« fome thoughts of making provifion for the fupport kA 
^ thegofpel; Infidelity is lefs boki thati laft year." 

Mr. Booge, in the conclufion of hil narrative, (ays, 
^'- Ifpent 45 days in the new fettlements 5 preached 54 
•^ times; attended ofte Council ; baptized feven chil- 
** dren ; and adminiftered the facrament <rf the Lord's 
fupper once. Am happy to fay, that I was treated 
in all places whete I went with tokens of grateful 
*»' refpeift; The people gladly took pain^, and fubmitted 
" to many inconveniences for the fake'of getting toge- " 
** ther to hear preaching. And I think, making a com- 
** parifon between laft year and this, the religious ap- 
" pearances grow much more favourable abd promifing. 
Y The people appear to be more imprefled with a fenfe 
♦* of the neceflity of fuppdrting religious order, befides 
**' feme fpocial attention in a number of places. The 
•• people are particularly thankful t6 Gorinfefticut for 
fqnding them Miflionarffes; but many of them would 
be niore obliged if we could fendtliem a number of 
^•'Wtli-recdltHnended candidates to fettle anK>ngthem, 
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^< The fcafctty of candidates b to be kun^ifted; tbey 
'^ vl^ould meet with very good encouragement in finany 
^^, <}£ the jiew towns^ and be of fingular fervice to the 

« c^ufeiof, truth.'* 

In ttw fall of the year 1798, the Rev. Walttt King 

perforjpoed a miflionary tour of about tw6 months, in the 

counties of Chenango and Tioga, State of New- York; 

He viiUed a number c^ iettlcmeats, preached about 40 

titxi^Sf and was in general very &vourably received. He 

rcnjajrks-r-** While I have been a preacher, never did I 

^^ enjoy afeafon, in fo ihort a. time, of ib much Chrif- 

•* tian fatisfa<aion, or fo high a probability of being really 

*^ nfeftnl to the fc^ls of men. The importance of the 

undertaking has increaied tinfpeakably in my view; 

and! no pioperly dire&ed eifi>rts, in continuing and 

enlarging our mifiions, can poffibly exceed our duty/^ 

The Rev. Scth Williftoa was appointed by the Ge^ 

iieral Ailbciation, at their feffion in June, 1798, to 

perform a tour of four months, paniculariy in th<^ 

county of Onondaga, State of New- York. In this 

county, he laboured from about' the firil of September 

to the end ,of the ye&r, occasionally, however, going into 

the CQUkitiesr oi Chenango and Tioga. He preached 

and attended conferences fsom day to day; vifited the 

fick^ baptised. children, and adminiftered the Lord's 

fuppec He obferves, " I have been accepted and treated 

with much hofpitality. In general, good attention has 

been paid to my public adminiilrations ; though as yet 

•* 1 have fcen no great apparent fruit of my labours. I 

**- believe there are fome chriftians fcattered through all 

** thefe new fettlements -, but at prefent it is 9 remark* 

'* ably dead time with them.^ I have found that chiU 

'* dren are very much neglected as to their religious and 

^ literary education. It has been therefore with me a 

principal obje6t to enforce the duty of parental faith- 

fulnefs, in training up children * in the nurture and 

* The date of this account is Peccmbcr, 1798; since that time 
the religious appearances there are more favourable, as appears by 
Mr. Bashnell's narracive. 
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'< admbnition of the Lord/ There are but few diurciied 
^< in the county, and no ftated minifters of our order. 
<^ There is a great want of feme able, pious, zealous 
'< men to fix down in different parts of the county, as 
** minifters of the gofpel. Three or four fvich might be 
^^ extenfiveiy ufeful. We are afraid to eftablifli churches, 
^< while there are no {hq>herds within call to feed and 
^* lead them. There is alfo a great want of pious books 
** am6ng the people ; and I think the Miffiomuy Socie- 
** ties would ky out fome of their money to gpofict fld« 
<< vantages in fending fuch books among the new fettle- 
"mcnts/* 

Mr. Willidon, after having finifhed this tour, went 
into the county, of Ontario, in purfuance of an appoint- 
ment which he received from the Board of Truflees. 
Here he continued four months, confining his labotirs td 
a few places, where there was a great revival of rdgiony 
and the people extremely anxious to hear the word, and 
to converfe on religious fubjefts. It appears from Mr. 
^ Willi{lx)n's narrative, that lie pr^ched almoft every day, 
' and often to numerous aiTemblies ; he baptized feveml 
children ; occaiionally adminifbred the Lord's fiipper, 
and admitted a number of perfons into the churches 
which had been efkablifhed in that part of the country. 
He was received with a joyful welcome, and the inba* 
bitants expreffed much thankfulnefs to the Miffionary 
Society, and to the people of Connefbicut, for their ti« 
berality in contributing to the fupport of miflions. 

Having accomphfhed thefe two miffions, Mr. Wll- 
lifton entered on a third. A narrative of ten weeks of 
this miffion has been received, from which it appears, 
that he fpent his time chiefly in the counties of Onon- 
daga and Cayuga. In the townfhip of Locke, he af- 
filed in the organization of a church upon the congre- 
gational plan ; and here, as well as in other places, he 
adminiftered the Chriflian ordinances. He mention^ 
revivals of religion in feveral towns, and remarks that in 
this, as well as in his former millions, he was received 
. and treated in a manner which evinced the gratitude oi 
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tht people, and their high fatisfadion in being viiited 
by Miffionaries from Connefticut. 

Mr. Bulhnell entered on a miffion> the firft of July 
laft, in the county of Ontario, one of the weftern coun* 
ties in the State of New*- York. There being a'grcat re- 
vival in that county, cfpecially in the towns of Bloom- 
field and Briftol, he fpent the moft of his time there till 
November, when he came into the counties of Cayuga 
and Ononds^a, where he laboured to the end of the 
•year, preaching almoft every day, and vifiting from 
houfe to houfe. In thefe bounties he found a number 
of fettlements where God appeared to be beginning a 
glorious work, and there were many pleafing lymptoms 
■of a revival* In moft places where he preached he was 
treated with kindnefs, and the people manifefted a great 
diijpofition to hear the word. The following remarks, 
taken from the conclufion of his journal, will Ihow the 
reception he met with, and the general ftate of religion 
in the counties within the field of his mrffion. « 

'*• I have fpent moft ef the time, fince I entered upon 
•* my miffion, in the county of Ontario. In that county, 
** God has been pleafed to pour down his (pirit in a re- 
** markable manner. The religious attention began 
** more than a year ago, in the town of BriftoU It 
** foon fpread in a number of focieties in the town of 
Bloomfield. The work- incrcafed gradually through 
the winter. But in the fpring and fummer following, 
God made a more wonderful difplay of divine power 
and grace, in the converfion of finners- It was truly 
a glorious time ; many people, it is believed, will rc- 
" member it forever. Through the whole awakening, 
** the moft evident marks have appeared, that the work 
" was God*s work. The conviflions of finners have been 
" regular, folemn, and pungent ; their converfions 
" calm, rational, and heavenly. Two focieties in the 
" town of Briftol, and three in the town of Bloom- 
" field; have been the moft highly favoured with the 
** Wefled effufions of the Holy Spirit ; though the 
neighbouring focieties have (hared confiderably in the 
Vol. I. No. 3. C 
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" fruits of the glorious harvcft. And in my laft totfr' 
** over the county, individuals appeared awakened in 
«' moft places. Five churches have been formed. in the 
« county of Ontario the year paft; alfo great additions 
" have been made to a number of churches previoufly 
organized. In fomc of the other weftern counties 
appearances are promifing. Audiences are firequend]r 
** numerous, and the attention folemn. 

" But, notwithftanding fome parts of the wildernefs 
** have, of late, appeared to bloffom like the rofe, there 
" are many places where the inhabitants arc truly in a 
** deplorable fituation. They are perilh^jg in darknefs, 
<< It is not uncommon for Miffionaries to preach where 
** the people have not heard a fermon for twelve months. 
♦* Their deftitute fituation is truly affefting. The trcat- 
«* ment of the people, in the new fettlements, to my 
" perfon, has been kind and obliging. They exprefied 
great gratitude to the Truftees of the Mifiionary So- 
ciety of Connefticut, and to thofc who have benevo- 
« lently contributed to the fupport of Miffionaries. 
••« Many of them with flowing tears requefted their 
/* thanks might be given to their benefadtors, praying 
'< that Heaven would reward them a thoufand fold into 
♦* their bofoms." 

From fundry paragraphs in the journals of the Mif- 
fionaries it appears, that in moft places which they vifited 
they were very kindly received. The people were 
abundant in their expreffions of gratitude to them and 
to the inhabitants of Connefkicut, who had thus gene- 
foully contributed to promote their beft interefts. Let- 
ters have alfo been received from the inhabitants of Se- 
veral towns, expreffing great thankfulncfs for the exer- 
tions made in this part ot the country, to fend Miffion* 
aries among them. They afk the continuance of thefc 
favours, and in very moving language folicit their bre- 
thren and friends in Connedicut, to compaifionate their 
deftitute fituation, and to afford them that relief which, 
under the bldfing of Heaven, may not only promote 
their temporal happinefs, but what is of in&pitely more 
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Confequence, fubferve the interefts of their immortal 
ibuls. 

It further appears, by letters recently received from 
the Rev. Mr. Willifton, and by verbal information from 
]\f r. Bu(hnelU that the inhabitants of the new fettle- 
ments, efpecially in various places, were never fo anxi* 
ous to bear the gofpel as they are at prefent. The hap* 
py effefts of the word have never before been fb appa- 
rent. True Chiiftians, who are fc^ttered in one place 
and another^ appear to have had frelh anointings of the 
Spirit, and to have been, in an uncommon manner^ 
ftiritd up to jyay for themfelves and the profperity o( 
Zion; and Ime determined to form themfelves, in 
places where they had not done it before, into diftindfc 
churches, for the celebration of the divine ordinances* 
Sinners have been awakened and apparently converted 
to God. The great inquiry, " What muft we do to be 
*^ laved r' appears to be moil haippily fpreading. The 
fuccefs of the millions, in none of the preceding years, 
has appeared fo great as in the two laft ; nor the profr 
pe&s of their efiential lervice to the fouls of men, andi 
to the general welfare of the country, fo very flattering. 
The Truileesare exceedingly animated by the prolpefts 
which prefent themfelves. Their conviftion of the im- 
portance and utility of the miffions, efpecially at the 
prefent time, is daily incres^ling. In the happy elTe^ls 
of them they feel themfelves amply compenfated for 
whatever labours or expenfe of time they are called to 
employ in the affairs of their appointment. 
• la thefe views and feelings, they cannQt perfuade thern* 
.felves to dole this addrefs witliout obferving, that God 
jappears to be doing wonderful things for Zion in various 
parts of the world • Though (bme of the nations of Eu- 
rppe have almoil wholly renounced Chrillianity, and al- 
thoi^h infidelity has of late been peculiarly bold and 
daring, yet God is manifefting that his word Ihall Hand 
firm; and that the gates of Hell Ihall not be fulfered to 
prevail s^aihft his church. During the lad, and the 
preceding year, the Holy Spirit has been poured out, 
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in copicnis efTufions, on many places, and there has beea 
a more ^neral revival of religion than has been known 
in this country for upwards of h^lf & century. From 
the flatement already made it appears, that this glori* 
ous work has not been limited to New-England, but 
has extended to many places in the new (ettlements, 
and there are plealing profpeds of its ftill further fpread* 
ing. This circumftance, it is prefumed, will operate as 
an additional motive to augment the contributions tho 
cnfuing fpring , that thofe who now, in a very peculiar 
manner, feel the importance of religious inftruftion 
may be furniQied with the means of obtainmg that 
which they fo ardently wifti. 

And while God is thus remarkably pouring out his 
SpVit on the people of this country, it is a circumfUnce 
to be noticed with grateful praife to the great Head of 
the Church, that the endeavours of the friends of Zion in 
Europe have been crowned with (ingular fuccefs. Mif* 
fionaries have been fent to the unenlightened inhabit-* 
ants of Africa, the £aft*Indies, and the Iflands in the 
South Seas. Thefe Miffionaries have been favourably 
received, and there are ftrong grounds to hope that 
God, in fulfilment of ancient prophecies, is about to 
^v$ to his Son the Heathen for his inheritance, and the 
uttermoft parts of the earth for his pofrefSon. 

The Truftees conceive nothing can be more animat- 
ing to the exertions. and prayers of good people, than 
thefe appearances that the fet time to favour Zion is 
commencii^; that God is about to build her up and 
appear in his glory. Can any thii^ be more dcfirable oi 
honourable than to be co-workers with him ? Firft in 
charity, in prayers, and in exertions in carrying inta 
execution fuch benevolent and glorious defigns ! What 
happinefs muft it afford the pious and benevolent, by 
means of their charitable contributions, to be preach- 
ing the Kofpel, gathering regular churches, adminifter- 
ing the lacraments, diftributing books of piety and in« 
ftrudtion, diifufing Chriftian knowledge, and promoting 
domeftic, civil, and jeligious order and happineis among 
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the inhabitants, who arc fprcad over a traft of country 
nearly as cxtenfivc as all New-England ! — To be glad- 
dening the hearts 6f multitudes of fellow chriftians, in the 
wildernefs, with the joyful tidings of falvation, and to 
be opening the door of faith and hope to the perifhing 
ps^ans of America ! — To be the means of preferving the 
knowledge and reverence of the fd'iptures, of the (anc- 
tification of the Sabbath, and the afcending of the in- 
cenfe of prayer and praife from thouilKds of families, 
with a fn^ance more fweet and acceptable to the throne 
of Heaven, than that of the morning and evening (a* 
crifice, where otherwife the fcriptures, the Sabbath, de- 
votion, and the Saviour would be either difregard^ or 
unknown ! Were it poffible for the people of the State 
to conceive what joy and gratitude have been excited, 
and what abundance of thankfgiving and prayers have 
been c^ered to the Moft High, in confequence of their 
pad charitable affiilance, their very hearts would cer- 
tainly be moved. While they refleft that the Lord 
Jeius Chrift, though he was rich, for their fakes became 
poor ; while they experience the fwcetnefs of his love, 
and hope, through his poverty, to be made rich, it will 
not fail dill further to excite their liberality in promoting 
the divine purpofes for which he fuffered and died. It 
will not efcape their refleftion, that the widow's mite, 
and the cup of cold water given to fuch as belong to 
Chrift, will be brought into remembrance, and be re- 
warded in the prefence of the aflembled univerfe : That 
when the judge (hall fay unto his people, ** Come, ye 
** blefled of my father, inhem. the kingdom prepared 
** for you," he will proclaim,' " Verily, inafmuch as 
^* ye have done it unto one of the leaft of thefe my 
*^ brethren, ye have done it unto me.'* In thefe ani- 
mating profpeds, it is prefumed that their contributions 
will be liberal, in fome happy meafure proportionate to 
the ^reat and benevolent objects in contemplation. 

Finally, while they folicit the charity of their brethren, 
the Truftees intreat them, with their alms, to unite their 
moft fiprvent prayers fqr the divine fmiles pn sm the 
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Miflionary Societies in Europe and America ; and efpe* 
cially, as the harveft in this country is great, beyond aU 
former precedent, that God would grant the plentiful 
efTuitons of his Spirit on all out churches, colleges and 
fchools, and gracioufly qualify and fend forth labourers 
into his harveft. 

John Treadwell, Chairman^ 
Pajfedby the Board of TruJleeSy Jan. 15, 1800. 
Tcfl, AbIl Flint, Secretary. 



A Statement of the Funds of the MiJJionary Soaety of 

Conne£ticut. 

^ C The Missionary Society of Connefiicut in Jkeouni 1 p 
\ Current with Andrew ^IngBbury as tJteir Treasurer. 3 ' 

To amount of dis-1 ; By amount of contri*> d. c. 

bursements by or-> i^* J buttons J2018 2 J 

derof theTnistees 3 ^y. amount of dpna- 

To balance now oa~ 



i> balance now oa\ ^^^^ q^ 
hand S ^^ 



Dolls. 3196 86 



John Porter, Auditor 
to the Missionary Society* 
Hartford^ Jan. 20, i8oo. 



iions,^c, 1 1 108 63 

Dolb, 3126 S8 

BybalanceofabovcicO g 

count ^*-*^^ 

A. KiNQSBURY, Treasurer 
to said society. 



In addition to the difburfements already made by the 
Truflees, there is due to the Miffionaries now engaged, 
for their fervices to the prefent time,$ibout 300 dollars; 
and before the time of the next contribution, there 
will be wanted, to pay Miflionaries and other demands 
againft the Society, the further fum of about 800 dollars. 

The Truflees, at their meeting in May laft, direded 
the Treafurer to loan, on good fecurity, the money be-r 
longing to the Society, being careful to do it on fuch 
terms as to be able to anfwer the demands which may 
be made, from time to time, upon the Society. 
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At the fame time the Truftees voted, That fubfcrip- 
tion books (hould be opened at the Treafurer's office, 
and in each county town in the State, under the di«- 
reQ:ion of fuch pcrlons as the Trcafurer (hould appoint, 
to give opportunity to thofe who may .be dieted to 
fubfcribe to the funds of the Society, defignating whe- 
ther the money fubfcribed is to be appropriated at the 
difcretion of the Truilees, or to go to the efbtblifhment 
of a fund^ the interefl of which only to be thus appro- 
priated. ; 

In conformity to this vote, the following peribns are 
appointed, and furnifhed with fubfcription books, viz« 
Mr. Jeremiah Atwater, merchant. New- Haven ; Capt. 
iRichard Douglafs, New-London ^ Dr. Jofhua Latbrop, 
Norwich; David Burr, Efq. Fairfield; Hon, Jofeph 
!P..Cookc, Efq- Danhury; Jabez Clark, Efq. Wind- 
ham ; Colonel Benjamin Talmadge, Litchfield ; Mat- 
thew T. RufTell, Efq. Middletown ; Dr. Smith Clark, 
Xladdam; Ephraim Grant, jun. Efq. Tolland.. 

To this flatement of the funds of the Society, the 
Truflees further add, that the Rev. Dr. Truinbull has 
given to thfe Society, the copy right of his volume of fcr- 
inons upon Divine Revelation, and direded 50 copies 
of the fame to be diflributed among the new iettlements. 
Ninety dollars, ariling from the fale of this book, have 
been already paid into the Treafury. He has alfo given 
120 copies of Dr. Watts's Divine Songs for Children, 
and 30 copies of the AfTembly's Catechifm, with the 
proofs, to be given by the Miflionaries to the people 
of the new fettlements. 

The compilers of the Hartford Sele&ion of Hymns 
have likpwife bound themfelves to pay to the Society, 
four cents for each copy of the prefent edition of the 
Hymns, as fall as they (hall be fold, and they have al- 
ready paid into the Treafury 80 Dollars, arifing from 
the fale of the books to January i, 1800. 
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At a Meeting of the Truftees^ of the Miffianai^y Society ^f- 
ComeHicutf at Hartford j January 15, i8oo« 

ACCEPTED the Report of a Committee appointed 
to prepare an addrefs to the people of the State^^atid a 
Narrative on the fubjeft of miffions ; and voted. That 
the fame be figned by the Chairman, and counterfigncd 
by the Secretary ; and that 900 copies be printed, to- 
gether with the Conftitution of the Society, ind a ftate- 
ment of its funds. 

Voted, That three copies be fent to each pariih in 
the State, and that one copy be prcfented to each mem- 
ber of the Legiflature, at their next feffion, and one copy 
to each member of the Miffionary Society of Connec- 
ticut, at their next feffion: And alio, that* the Secretary 
tranfmit copies to the feveral Miffionary Societies ia 
America and Europe. 

Atteft, ABEL FLINT, Src'ry. 



SINCE the late meeting of the Trtiftees of tfie 
Miffionary Society of Connefticut, at which time the 
preceding Narrative, &c. was prepared for the prefs, 
letters have been received by the Secretary, addrefied 
to the Trultees, and through them to the Clergy and 
people of Conne&icut, from the inhabitants of feve- 
ral towns in the new fettlements in the weftern coun- 
ties of the State of New- York 5 the following extrads 
from wlttch be has thought it hjs duty to publifli. 

Nq. I. 

» 

Extras of a Letter from fundry Inhabitants of Middle- 
town, Ontario County^ dated Nov. 5, 1 799. 

** WE feel it to be not only our duty, but alfo our 
deiire, and we believe we exprefs, however feebly, the 
real fentiments of many pious people, and new con^ 
verts to Chriitiaiiity^ who, by the providence of Ai- 
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mighty God, have been led to mhabit thefe fo lately 
favage 'wilds, when we alFedtionately prefent to the 
Truftees of the Miffionary Society of Connefticut, a 
tribute of gratitude for the kind and gofpel million they 
lia^ve^this ieafon^ fa piouily and benevolently appointed 
to the new fettlements in the northern and weflern parts 
of the United States. Nor are we untnindful of our 
brethren in general, who have fo benevolently contri- 
buted to defray the expenfes of this miffion* By a bleff- 
ing on their induftry, and a more abundant enjoyment 
of gofpel peace, may they realize, tliat giving to the 
poor is lending to the Lord. 

" We hope you will join with us in giving thanks to 
the Lqrd.pur God, that we ore led to rejoice, in a cha- 
ritable belief, that in the courfe of a few months, it hath 
pleafed the Lord, through the inftru mentality of yours 
and Jefus' Miffionaries, and by a merciful efiufion of 
his divine fpirit, to make the wildernefs to bud and blof- 
ibm as the rofe, to proclaim liberty to the captive, and 
to give reft to the weary and heavy laden ; fo that our 
country has become vocal with the high praifes of our 
God. 

" From the rapid fettlemcjnt of this country, a, rapi- 
dity, we believe, fcarcely equalled by your conceptions, 
there are many towns.aiid places among us entirely^def- 
tituteofthe preaching of the gofpel, or but very parti- 
ally fupplied; a confideration of this may fu^eft many 
forrows to your pious hearts. Tie harveji is greats bui 
ihe labourers are few : P^yye^ therefore^ the Lord of the 
harveji^ that he would fend forth labourers intothi harvefi. 
Brethren, pray for us;, and let our prayers, for the prof- 
perity of Zion, unitedly afcend to the father of our 
Ipirits, from whom cometh down every good and perfcft 

gift.'- 



- Vol. I. No. 3. D 



1 86 ^liffionary ItUelligenc^. 

No. 2. ' 

Extras of a Letter from ike Trujiees of the frjl S^cUty 
in Scipioy dated December x(>^ ^799* 

" Beloved Friends and Brethren, 
** WE return you our moft fincere and unfeigned 
thanks for the love and generofity you have^ for years 
paft, (hewn us in thefe weftern frontiers; by femiing 
faithful and worthy Miflionaries to publifh the ghd 
tidings of falvation in this once folitary wildernefe, and 
that you ftill are making provifion to continue fuch a 
glorious bleffing to us unworthy creatures. May Hea-r 
ven*s bleffing reft upon you while you are making fuch 
glorious attempts to advance Chrifl's kingdom and in- 
tereft in thefe new plantations. 

" We have the greateft reafon to blefs God^ that ha 
has put it into the hearts of Chriftians, in one part and 
another of America, to fend Miflionaries among us^ 
We feel ourfelves in duty bound,- to pray for jdbfent 

'Chriftian friends, as we wifh them to pray for us, that 
God would unite us together in the moft holy faith, and 
jn his own time and way fend us a paftor after his own 
heart, to lead and inftruft us in the way of our duty* 
We can with pleafure inform you, that focieties and 
churches are formed and forming among us i and we 
are happy to inform you that there is fuch a union 
among us, that we have put ourfelves in a fray to raife a 

. fijary to fupport a minifter, when God (hall fee fit to 
favour us with one. And now, fi^r friends andbrethren, 
we aik your affiftance, both by prayer and otftrfwxeans, 
that our requeft may be granted, not only in fending a 
minifter to us, but in fending many labourers into this 
part of the vineyard." 

No, 3. 

ExtraSI of a Letter from the Truftees of^e Town of 
Litchfieldy in Her kemer County y dated Jan, 13, i8oo- 

" We return you our fincere thanks for the Miffion- 
aries you have fent among us this year and the years 
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J)aft, by whdfe inftrumentality churches have been ef- 
tabliflied, the wandering reclaimed, and many, we truft, 
have been induced to comply with gofpel terms. Thofc 
who contribute, are likewife deferving of oar hieheft 
gratitude^ together with all thofe who exert themfelves 
ror the good of our fouls and the foufs of our children. 
We have a church eftablifhed in this place, and have 
made exertions to obtain a paftor, but have proved un- 
fuccdsfi&L Wc carneftly defire that you would affift 
us in this matter, and help us to one, if in your power. 
May the Lord blcfs you and your feed forever, and 
grant that you and we may unite in prayer to the Al- 
mighty God, that he would (end forth labourers into 
his vineyard/* 

No. 4. 

UxtraB of a Letter from the Rev. Aaron Kinne^ Miffionary 
to the New Settlements wejl of Lfike Champlainy dated 
December 19, 1799- 

" Hitherto Mr. Dana and I have been refpedfully 
tod kindly received, and laboured, I hope, not wholly 
in vain. The Miffionary Society of Connecticut meets 
with univerfal approbation, and the exertions of it ex<^ 
cite univerfal gratitude. In the purfuit of our great de- 
lign, 1 truft we are and Ihall be aided by the fervent 
fupplications of all the friends of Zion." 




ExtraSl from the printed Minutes of the Alls and Pro-- 
ceedin^^ of the General AJfembly of the Prefbyterian 
Church in the United States of Ameiica^ May 1 6, 1 799* 

THE Committee appointed to meet committees 
from the Reformed Dutch Church, and the Af- 
ibciate Reformed Churches, made their report, which 
was read, and is as follows : 

•* The C<ftnmittee appointed to prepare the draught 
6f a pian for cofrefpondence and intcrcourfe between 
the churches under the fupciintendance of the General 
Aflembly of thsi Prefbyterian Church in the United 
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States of America ; the General Synod of the Reformed 
Dutch Church ; and the Synod of the Aflbciate Re* 
formed Church, beg leave to report, 

" That, from confiderations of propriety and expedi- 
ency, it is to be received as the bafis of the plan, that 
the feverd ecclefiaftical bodies or judicatories concerned, 
are to remain and be preferved entirely feparate and in- 
dependent — That, confidently with this fundamental 
principle, the three following kinds or degrees of intcr- 
courfe appear to be pradicable, and ought to be re- 
commended, viz. 

" I . The communion of particular churches. 

** 2. The friendly interchange of minifterial fervices. 

" 3. A correfpondence of the feveral judicatories of 
the conferring churches. 

" I. The communion of particular churches. 

*^ Any member, ia communion with any church 
concerned in this, conference, maybe received to occa- 
fional communion in any other church thus concerned, 
on producing to the proper church officers to whom ap- 
plication may be made, fuificlent teftimonials of a good 
and regular {landing in the church with which be is 
ftatedly connedted ; provided, but not othcrwife, that 
the church officers to whom this application (hall be 
made, (hall judge that the circumftances of the church 
of which they have the overfight render it expedient, 
and for mutual edification, to admit the applicant to 
occafional communion with them. 

" Pcrfons under cenfure or procefs of cenfure, in any 
particular church concerned in this agreement, (hall not 
be received to occafional or ftated communion in any 
other church fo concerned while fuch cenfure remains, 
or fuch procefs is unfinilhed. 

" But, pn the other hand, when any member in one 
of the faid churches defires to conned himfelf with ano- 
ther, he (hall not be refufed a certificate of his good 
(landing, when fuch (landing is really good, nor (hall 
it be efteemed diforderly or unkind for the church to 
which he may prefcnt faid certificate to receive him. 
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. ^* 2. The friendly interchange of miniftcrial fervices. 

" It (hall be permitted to the competent church of- 
ficers in any congregation fettled, or vacant, under the 
care of the conferring judicatories, to invite any minifr 
ter who is in good Handing with any of faid judicatories, 
to preach in nie pulpit of fuch congregations, if they 
Ihall judge it to be expedient. But here, as in the for* 
mer cafe, it ihall be entirely optional, to givje or with- 
hold fuch invitation ; nor (hall it be cfteemcd offenfive 
or unkind, if the invitation be forborne. 

" In cafes.where the people refiding within the limits 
fuitablc to a congregation (hall be compofed of mem- 
bers from two, or from all of the conferring churches, it 
ihall be recommended to the people, thus*circumftanc- 
ed to calU and to caufe to be fettled among them, a 
regular licentiate or miniftcr, in any of fgud churches, 
as the majority (hall, by vote, determine, and that fuch 
licentiate or minifter, when thus fettled, ihall attach 
himielf to- the judicatories of that church tp which the 
majority io calling him did belongs unlefs faid majority 
ihaJl freely coftftnt that the miniller called do choole 
the judicatory with which he will be connefted j in which 
caie the minifter may, without any offence, make his 
choice among the judicatories of any of the churches 
conferring- And where there are any congregations or 
bodies of people in fuch fituation, that they cannot ob- 
tain adequate fupplies of miniftcrial fcrvice from that 
particular church to which they or a majority of them 
belong, it may^ and (hall be lawful for them tp make re- 
gular applications for fupplies to any of the other judi- 
catories concerned in this conference. . . 

*< 3. A correfpondence of the feveral judicatories of 
the conferring churches. 

" Any judicatory of the conferring churches may in- 
vite* the regular members of any other judicatory con- 
cerned in this agreement, to lit as, corr^lpondihg mem- 
bers, whenever it may be judged cxpcdiei^t (ptp do, 
B^itjiere, as in the forojer <;afcs, a negkft to ipvitc (hall 
AOt be coafidgrcd as ipffenfi.vc^ -in as m^ich as .^^cli judi- 
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catory muft always be beft able tojudge whether fuch a 
meafure be expedient, 

" It is moreover recommended, that dekgates be ap- 
pointed, by the General Affembly, by the General 
Synod of the Reformed Dutch Church, |nd by the Af- 
fociate Reformed Synod, to fit in thefe judicatories re* 
fpeftively, with the privilege of deliberating Jon all fub* 
jeftsthat may come before them, and alfo of voting on 
all qucftions which the members of the judicatory iq 
which they fit (hall deem conftitutional, but without 
power to vote on any queftion of this defcription; pro- 
vided, neverthelcfs, that the number of fuch delegates 
Ihall never exceed three, unlefs, by a future s^eemenr, 
this number be increafed, 

" It is further recommended, that the churches con- 
ferring mutually, watch over each other's purity in doc^ 
trine, difcipline, and manners, and be ready to receive 
complaints againft any of their minifters or members, 
updn thefe fubjefks j which complaints may be preferred 
and profecuted, either by individuals in their own name 
cum pericu/o^ or by a judicatory, which (hall communi- 
cate the neceflary information to the judicatory to which 
the offender is fubjeft, in which latter cafe'it (hall be 
taken up as a /ama clamofaj and profecutcd by faid ju-. 
dicatory, and the whole proceedings thereon (hall bq 
tranfmittcd to the informing body for theirfatisfa&ion, 

" It' is underftood, that certificates or reicommcndat 
ttons (hall be efteemed authentic and fufficient, where 
they are made agreeably to the rules of thdt church by 
which they are granted. 

" It is alfo underftood, that all congregations, in mak-? 
ing applications for fupplies, (hall obtain leave for fo 
doing from the judicatory, to which they (bitedly and 
regularly belong— ^and that in making application, 
whether fdr fupplies or for the fettlement of a minifter, 
they Ihall conform to the rules of that judicatory to 
which the application (hall be mad^. 

Ordered, That a copy of the proceedings of this con- 
vention^ authenticated by the Moderator and Clerk, b6- 
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tranfmitted to each of the fupremc judiatories of the 
churches cwccined. 
Concluded with prayer. - 

JOHN RODGERS, Moderator. 

JOHN M. MASON, Cierk. 

• • . > 

After mature deliberatioBy the plan reported by the 
commktce"'* for correfpondcnceand friendly intercourfe 
betweea the above mentkmed churches;" was unani* 
Bioufly approved : 

Whereupon, refplved, that this Affcmbly do ap- 
point three .delegates to attend the Synod of the Dutch 
Reformed church, and tht^e other delegates to attend 
the General Synod of the Afibciate Reformed churches, 
agreeably to what )& propofed in the plan above report- 
ed; or to meet the Committees of thofe churches, or 
of either of th^m, in a newTX)nvention, provided that 
thofe churches re(pe£lively accept and ratify faid plan, 
^nd alTo. appoint dei^ates to attend the General Af- 
iembly of this church ; or provided they, or either of 
them,. appoint Commiffionens, to meet in a new Con- 
vention. Dr. John M*Knigbt, Dr. John WoodhuU, 
and thciRev. Jqnas Coe, were appointed delegates to 
the Synod of the Reformed^ Dutch Church. Dr. John 
King, Rev. Andrew Hunter, and Rev. Jofeph Clark, 
were appointed to meet the General Synod of the Re- 
formed Affociate Churches~-they were ordered to fulfil 
their refpedtve appointments, ' by meeting the above 
named Synods,at their firft Seffions, after they (hall have 
regularly given notice to the next General Affembly, or 
to the Moderator of this General Aflembly, that they 
bare adopted faid plan. And in cafe the Synods, or ei- 
ther- of them, do not adopt the above mentioned plan, 
but propofe a new convention, then the whole number 
were ordered to attend fuch convention. 

Ordered, That the ftatcd Clerk tranfmit io the Sy- 
nod of the Dutch Reformed, and Affociate Reformed 
Churches, a cqtified copy of this minute. 
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For the Missionary Magazine, i 

A brief Account of a Revival of 'Religion in feveral 
Towns of Handcock Cbunty^ in the DiflriEl ofi Maine. 

IN the yeaf 1798, in the month of April, the influ- 
ences of the Holy Spirit began to toe remarkably 
vifible at Penobfcot, among the people wh'o attended 
the miniflry of the Rev. Jonatlian Powers. At firft, 
only two or three perfons feenied to be awakened j 
foop, however, the public meetings in that place were 
crowded by thofe who heard the word with great fo- 
l^mntty and concern, and the fubjefts of convi&ion 
Were greatly multiplied. A j»reekly conference was j^- 
po^nted among' the youth, which has continued ever 
fince. The Church alfo, if the tree may be known by 
its fruit, enjoyed abundant refrefhment^ and appeared 
*' to have been watei?€d froai a full cloud.*" The dif- 
plays of fovereign gtace, in gathering the choieu feed, 
were* truly, great and glorious in this day of Chrift's 
power. The mod glorious feafon of thefe fpiritoal effii- 
lions continued about four moiiths; but the work of 
.convi<5)rion and cQuverHon was manifiiil, in different' de- 
grees, a long-time after.: About forty perfohs in that 
•place, have, under this glorious influence^ become the 
vifible fubjefts of regenci-ating grace; thirty-fix of thefe 
have made a public profeffion oi religion. 

In the -month of June the town of Mount Dtfeit 
was»favoured Nvith the fame exhibitions of mercy, which 
havis Continued there, io fome meafure, to the prefent 
time. Xhp attention to the m^ns of grace occafionally 
enjcyed tl>ere/wai folemn and very general : but many, 
fays Chrift, will fcek to e^ter in, but fliaU not be able. 
Upwards of forty perfons in that town appear to have 
been the fubjeds of this happy energy : thefe, to the 
number of forty-two, have publicly entered in^o com- 
munion with the vifible church of Chrift. This place 
is deftitute of the ftated preaching of the^ofpel, but the 
occafional labours of the Rev. Peter Powers, and of the 
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R.ev. Abraham Ciimmings, appear to have been bleffed 

as inftrumental in the glorious work. 

In the month of Novefnber the Lord took his own 

lovercig^ method of introducing the difplays of his 

grace among the people of the Rdv; Peter Powers, at 

• Deer Ifle. A certain young woman, imprcfled with st. 

lenfe of her fin and mifei^s vifited at Mount Defert, " 
where the eifufions of the fpirit were then fo vi(i6fe. — 
She there obtained light and peace, sind immediately 
returned to Deer Ifle, but coujd not refrain from fpeak- 
ing of the things which (he had feen and heard. Her 
liinguage to her friends, like that of the woman of Sa- 
maria, was attended with invincible power. Numbers 

. were foon awakened in tjjat vicinity, and appeared to 
be carneftly preffing into the kingdom of God. J'he 
glorious doiSlrines of divine fovercignty and juftice were 

, mod folemnly impreffed uppn their rninds. They clt^tly' 
law their (landing in relation to thefe attributes of the* 
Deity, and foon obtained abundant pieace in contem- 
plating the beauty of Chrift's charafter, his all-fuffi- 
cicncy and love. The errors of deifin and of univerfal- 
ifm, in fome inflances, vaniih before this glorious light i 
and foihe inflances of the worn: characters, as weU as 
fome of thofc outwardly the bed, experience alike the 
powerful operation of the divine Spirit. More thart 
fifty perfons in i)\i^ happy feafon obtained a hope of di- 
vine favour; fifty^onf have become vifible profefFojfs; 
*" but the Lord knoweth them that are his." 

Cotemporary with this operation at Deer Me, was 
the happy revival at Sedgwick^ accompatiying thafebours 
of (he Rev. Daniel Merrill The bleflfed ^irit of God 
has been glorioufly prefent there,- both to kill and to 

' make alive* From the beginning of December, for a 
confiderable time, tt^jce was not a week, nf a day, but 
fome were vifibly flain by the law, and others made 
alive by Chrift. During one week in January, 1799, 

. it was hoped that about twenty fouis were made free by 
the fun of righteoufnefs. Perfons of all ages, from fe- 
venty years old and under, have very frequently come 
' Vol. 1. No. 3, B 
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fiXj fcvcn, and e?|ht miles on foot, or upon fleds, io at- 
tend an evcnfng lefture. More than an hundred per-« 
fons in that town have obtained a hope of regenerating 
grace. Seventy-two have been publicly admired into 
the vjfible church, and fome encouraging appearances 
of further difplays of mercy ftiU Continue among them. 

In the month of January, 1 799, the town of Bluehili 
began fo be remarkably favoured with this divine influ- 
ence, under the miniftry of the Rev. Jonathan Fiiher. 
The work prevailed through the winter and fpring, but 
was in the z«nith of its glory during the months of April 
and May. It has been moft powerful with middle-aged 
perfons; and the larger proportion of happy fubjedb 
are among thofe who before maintained an externally 
boned and civil deportments As many as feventy pro-^ 
fefs to have obtained a hope of an intereft in Chrid 
during this happy fcafon of mercy. Of thefe, near fixty 
continue to give. evidence to othere of having paflfed 
from dqath to life, in a fpiritual fenfe. Fifty-^three have 
become communicants at the Lord^s tables Happy 
they who (hall have part in his marriage fiipper in the 
kingdom of glory. 

In the courfc of the laft fummer (1799), the labours 
of Mr. Downs, at Eden were alfo connefted with the 
remarkable influence of the divine Spirit. The preach- 
ing of the word was qit tended with great and general fo- 
lemnity- As many as thirty in that place have^ in this 
happy fc^afon, vifibly experienced the glorious change 
from nati^re's darknefs to God's marvellous light. 

When the Lord turneth back the captivity of his* 
people,'Jacob fhalLiejoice and Ifrael (ball be glad. May 
he, with whom' h the refidue of the Spirit, cdntinue 
to pour waters up^n \}\m who is thirfty, and floods upon 
the dry ground, till the whole earth be filled with his 
glory! ' \': / 

January 5, ' 1 800. 
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An Accotmt of th Religious Revival at Hdckinfack and 
Schraalenburghy communicated by the Rev. Mr.Fre^ 
highy in a Letter to the Publijker, 

Schraalenburghy March 17, 1800- 

SlR, 

** AS the feveral accounts of awakenings, and the re* 
vival of religion, in various parts of our country, con- 
tained in your firft number, arc perufed aniongft u$ 
with vifible advantage; I feel my felf prompted to tranf- 
itiit to you a detail of the furprizing work of the divine 
Spirit in the congregation under my care, which is*of fe- 
veral years continuance. Thirteen years ago, when I 
becanie pallor of thefe congregations, I found religion 
atriong them in a very low ebb j nothing appeared the 
leaft encouraging but a difpofition ta attend on the or- 
dinances : fj^mily worlhip had nearly become extinft. Ih 
my public adminiftration, though I fomctimes felt 
confiderably animated, I feldom obferved evidences of 
hnpreflion in any of my auditory; the young people 
were generally addidted to exceffive levity, and tlie flaves 
exceedingly vicious : this was the deplorable ftate of my 
flock for a feries of years, and my foul was bowed down 
within me ; I went mourning withoilt the fun. But the 
firft feafon that the epidemic prevailed in Philadelphia, 
I preached on a faft day, from Pfalm Ixxvi. 11, 12. 
This was the beginning of a glorious work of conver- 
fion among the people of my charge ; the whole audi- 
tory appeared to be much affefted, and tears flowed 
abundantly, After this, little more than confidcrablc 
impreflion during the enfuing feafon was obferved, until 
the enfuing winter, when a univerfal awakening broke 
out in almoft every quarter of the congregations; it 
affcfted perfons of every rank and age, from 50 years 
-and upwards down to 12, and a confiderable number 
of black people. A rent took place in the congregations. 
Of thofe families who adhered to me, there were few in 
which Ibme were not found under ferious convi<flions ; 
many deeply wounded by the arrows of the Almighty ^ 
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others praifing God for the comfort they had received* 
This fituatidn of affairs created much labour for me; I 
was neocffarily engaged almoft night and day ; I was 
obliged'to preach and lefture often, from fix to«fiine 
"times in one week \ my general fubjedt was the new 
birth ; and numbers, both white and black, prepared for 
.sburch member^worftiip. In the fpace of nine months, I 
admitted nearly 200 communicants, andbaptifedalaige 
number of black people. Prayer meetings were fct up, 
and have continued ever fince : of thofe there are three 
kinds, viz. the heads of families, the young people, and 
the bUck^, Since that period, the pradtice of true god- 
liiiefs appedrs to be in a defirable ftate ; we have hadfew 
apoftacics, and new cafes occur almoft every Sabbath. 
The work appears to be folid and rational, without any 
Iparks of enthufiaftic wild-fire, We frequently have a 
melting feafon under preaching on tl>e Lord's day, efpe- 
cially on facramental occafions, when the Lord*s fupper 
is generally adminiftered to between two and three hun-r 
dred pejfons, which, though not an over large number 
« in a city, yet, in a country congregation, much larger than 
ufual. Since the firft commencement/of thefe awaken- 
ings, I have admitte.d between two and three hundred 
to church- niembeffhip in my two congregations; the 
generality exhilpit fatisfaftory evidences of a re^ change," 



U^traH of a Letter from a refpeEiable Clergyman in Bof^ 

ton^ dated April 2.3, 1 800. 

Dear Sir, 

" I HAVE lately perufed your firft number of the 
Miffionary- Magazine, am much pleafed with fhe plan, 
and with the execution. — -The intelligence muft appear 
jnterefting to'all \\xfreal friends of Chrift. - 

The account fr6m the Ohio, and the weftern lakes, 
has revived the h&rts of many among us. It may be 
faid of Atperica, (at leaft many parts) Hail thou that 
art highly Tavouredl God is doing great things for us. 
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In a number of town$'y about twenty miles fouth of 
this, there has been, for fonie time pail, amod^rious 
vfork of reformation, particularly in Randolph, i\bing- 
tont part of Bridgewater, Weymouth, and a corner of 
Stoten. ' It has taken in its.progrcls every age and de- 
fer iption* A very confider^ble proportion, however,* 
are youth afld children. 

In the beginning of March laft, I had the happinefs 
to vifit and preach in feveral erf* the places above-men- 
tioned. The attention was very folemn and affefting. 
I believe^ that in many of thofe places, for muny weeks 
together; they had meetings nearly every day or evening. 
I would proceed in detail, but \ prefume you will be 
furniftied with a more interefting and particular account 
than is in my power to give you. 

There is alfo a very great revival in Rowley, and I 
underfland it is extending into fome other parilhes.— 
May the Lord fpread it far and wide,'* 



^xtraSl of a Letter from the Rei>. Aaron froolworthi 
dated Bridgehamptony March zZy 1800. 

" THE ferioufnefs among my people has much in- 
^reafed fince I wrote you — and alfo at Eaft- Hampton.'* 



ON VISITING. ' 

From the Evangelical Magazine. 

IT is to be lamented, that though we live in a day 
when the gofpel fun fhines with fuch glorious luftre, 
yet our hearts are little warmed and animated by it-! 
Profeflbrs of the gofpel often meet and vifit each other, 
but there js little faid or done for the^ glory of their 
Mailer. The cares of the world, the politics of the 
day, or the circumftances of the family, form the gene- 
ral topics of converfation ; while there is little time left 
for thofe more important things that relatd to God and 
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their immortal foula, A word of advice, therefore, on 
thisfubjeft, I bope^ will be both feafonable and profits 
able. 

In all our focial interviews let it be remembered, that 
we (houldhave each other's welfare at heart. Many 
vifit for the fake of. gaining temporal good inftead of 
imparting what is fpiritual ; but our chief objedt (hould 
be the improvement of the mind. In this way aChrif<« 
tian may get good and do good ; but it is painful to fee, 
in fome profeiTorSi nothing but levity and noife. Many 
always cany with them a long ftring of fooli(h and fcan- 
dalous ^ecdotes, to excite the laughter or malevolence 
of the company \ while others have nothing to fay ex« 
cept it be about themfelves, what they have faid, and 
how much ^ they have done I — But have Chriftians no 
better fubjedb than thefe to difcourfe of? Surely, they 
of all tnen ought tQ be the moft heavenly, the moft con*f 
fiftent, and the ix\o^ fublime in their conv^rfation. The 
aftonifhing events in providence, and the delightful 
truths of revelation, would afford them ample field for 
the moft animating and profitable converfations. In 
fome companies a text of fcripture propofed for difcuf- 
lion would be beneficial j in others, a plain gofpel truth 
brought forward and improved ; and iri moft, if not all^ 
prayer and praifc (hould be attended to, When vifits 
are kept up in this manner, they refemble a little heaven 
upon earth, and are far more profitable than the unn 
meaning chit-chat^ or that defultory talk which fo mucl\ 
prevails when we vifit each other, 

Minifters of the gofpel (hould be very circumfpe6k 
and fpiritual at thefe times. The eyes of all are upoa 
them, and their little indifcretions are more eafily. feen 
than others. They (hould, therefore, be forward in dif- 
courfing on fpiritual fubjeds, and be ntinijters out of 
the pulpit as well as in. It is not enough for a minif- 
tcr to difcourfe well publicly, but he (hould endeavour 
to communicate inftruftion when in private companies 5 
and that, not only with his lips, but in hisconduft. As 
the great Dr. Owen obferves, " a paftor*s life (hould bo 
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vocal J for if a man teach Uprightly, and walk crookedly, 
more wiU fall down in the night of his life, \han be built 
up in the day of his doftrine." 

Parents, when vifiting their children, (hould difcovera 
regard for their fook as well as their bbdies ; fhould dircft 
them to their glorious Parent above, Ihould pray with 
and for them> (hould converfe with them about the beft' 
things, and endeavour to draw off their attention from 
the world : this would be the moft ftriking way of fhew- 
ingaffe^ion to them, and care foi* them. 

Relations and acquaintance, when they meet, Ihould 
beware of*trifling converfation, efpecially of flander and 
backbiting, fo common in the prefent day. They 
ihould not talk of the faults of any one but to his face. 
He that is always fpcaking evil of others, thinks but Ut- 
ile how others are talking of him, or, at leaft, what foun- 
dation he is laying for others to do fo. 

Young people would do well when vifiting, to watch 
againfl their natural vivacity, ta fpend their time in 

frofitable converfations, and not in idle, frothy talk. 
low delightful is it to fee a company of yOung perfons 
joining in things of a ferious nature ! iJow amiable do 
they then appear, and how likely are fuch to be intclU- 
gent,-good', and happy ! How incumbent is it upon all,. 
minifteis and people, rich and poor, young and old,, 
whenever they meet, to confider how much good- may 
be done, and how much evil may be avoided, by being: 
watchful, fpiritual, and circumfpcft ! GAMMA, 

■>#iiWlll ll I 

REMARKABLE TEXTS. 

Gen iv» 15.- — Tie Lord fet a mark upbn Cauiy leji any 

finding himjkould kill him. 

THESE words have exercifed the ingenuity and di- 
vided the opinions of commentators. Many con- 
jectures have been offered concerning the mark the Lord 
fet on Cain; and fome of them fufficiently ridiculous. 
Some have imagined, that God im.preffcd. a letter oa 
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his forehead ; and others have been fo curious in their 
inquiries, as to pretend to tell what that letter was^ 
Some have thought, that Abel's dog was appointed to 
run before him wherever he went, to warn pec^le not to 
kill him : others^ that he h^d a horn fixed ia his fore- 
head, to teach all men to avoid him. Some have tmo^ 
gined, that the mark was a wild afped, and bloody 
eyes, which rolled in a terrible manner^ Numbers have 
fuppofed^ that he had a continual trembling of bis bodf, 
fo that he could hardly carry food to his mouth i a 
fancy which receives fome countenance firom the Septu- 
agint tranflation, which renders the wofds fugitive and 
vagabond^ in verfe 14, lamenting and trembling. Im- 
proving on this conceit, fome have added, that, where- 
ever he went, the earth (hook and trembled under him^r 
The celebrated Le Clerc feems to think, that God or- 
dered him to wear fome diftinguifliing apparel, as a mark 
or fign upon him for. his prefervation \ like the blood on 
the door-polls of the Hebrews, or the fcarlet line in Ra^ 
hab*s window. / 

Shuckford gives a vtry eafy aRd probable accoimt of 
the matter by a little variation in the tranflation. In- 
ftead of, " The Lord fet a mark upgn Cain," he ren- 
ders it, " The Lord gave a fign or token to "Cain, that 
no one (hould kill him," /. e^ to aflure him that no one 
Ihould kill him. If this be the true translation, as is 
highly probable, it (hews how liable we are to error from our 
imperfeft knowledge of the original language of the Old 
Teftament, and may teach us to be mcideft in our judg- 
ment concerning difficult paflages in thefacred oracles^ 

The following . ^x/raS from Dr.^ IV. L. Bravarls (of 
Aberdeen) 4ppi^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ Edition of " Leland's 
Fiezv of Deijiical IVriters^' contains Sentiments highly 
wor/hy of Attentiony as being applicable not only Jo t^ie 
prefent State of Europe^ but of our own Country: 

«* TyyEVER before did modem Europe experience a 

jL\ more drcadfiil concuflSon — a concu(Iion already 

produftive-of the greafeft changes, and announcing ftiU 
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g;ite&ter «and more nnoierom. For tbe fertnetttation^ 
which every where agitsrfes the minds of nien, cannot 
foon fubfide. Paffions, fo ftrongly atKi fa getierally ex- 
cited^ muft, like water which has burft every band and 
mound that contained it,i ffiread their inundations far 
find wide, til! they at laft fiwi their own level. Notf 
withftanding the general dcfire and acknowledged ncceA 
fity of peace to ail Europe, there is little probabifity of 
its complete' reftoration, and ftiU tefs of its contrnd*^ 
ance, for a fortes of fuccecding years. . ' "'' \ 

The laft general ferment which Chriftendom experi-i 
^iced, was that which was occafioned by the reforma* 
tion. Wars and rumours <of wars did not fubfide fot 
nearly a century ajfter they commenced. It is true that 
Idl thefe commotions and calamities were ultims^el]^ 
(iroduftive of the greatcft good,* both to the civil anq 
religious tnterefts of mankind. But, while human ccr^ 
i^ption \i fo deeply rooted and lo widely fprcad, it i$ 
hardly :pbffible that corrections amendment, and :$Uai 
peace, can be dbtained without great and- lafting (evettv 
ties. ' The fiarment which now exifts is, indeed, df ^ 
complexion very difierent from that juft ftated. It 'is 
merely political, and ftrongly ineligions. But ft b a 
great anS* extenfive ferment, and muft produce effedt^ 
adequate to its force and diffulion. 

The judgments which now affli<% mankind can all be 
. traced back to tbr moft polluted fources of corruption^ 
and, originating m the. profligacy of the higher ftation^ 
of fociety, haVc difiufed their contagion through the 
whole focial mafs. * From the fole of the foot even to 
the head, there is no foundnefs in it ; but wounds, and 
bruifes, and putrefying fores.' * It is of the Lord's mer- 
cies that we are not confumcd, becaufe his cbmpaffion^ 
Fail not.* 

The love^of money, * the root of all evil,* is univer- 
ially predominant. The commercial fpirit, laudable 
indeed, and (alutary when rcftrained within due bounds, 
and regulated by the principles of piety and niorality, 
now appears toabforb every other conlideration, to pre- 
\6u I. No. 3. 
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icribe the moft ext<;nfive g^ ^, the mc^fure of publ^ 
intere^^/rto cxtiiiguUh tb^genjuine love, of country;, aod 
to eradicate all feoie. of national hpqour* The^mafcu* 
iixie, elevated^ an^ yfifc reptiinciUs.of oiar anceftors,, feetn 
to.have giv^u.pUce to a.ioididde&:/^^ ^ad aif ignoble ve- 
n^ation-of wealthy to^i| iatdmp^ra^ l^y^ pf pleafore, 
tp Y^.aftiog luxury, aod to all the .frivolity and effemU 
nacy of a luxurious and opulent ^^gpw }>iflipatioj[k an4 
pro&nity are no longer confined to, the higher ranks, 
where t ney long reused,, but have, deicende^ to tho 
lower, .aggravated by all that coar&nefs of excefs which 
always accompanies a niean education. Among thena^ 
the'do£brmes of infidelii^y Irnve alfa been difleminated 
with a facility of reception which would, a few yean 
agp^ have been accounted impoilible. Ne^vej before 
were thofe conjugfU ties> the fandtity of which b the 
iuJTC^ft: jpMge of purit;y of. morals ^pd of pubUc h:^- 
pinefs,: fo wantonly brokea; .pevercWa&.domeftic felicity 
to fije4.uently. (tabbed, and all that <pe:bple owe to iheis 
c^ilclr^n and faniilies^ io ihamefully n^e^ed or for* 
gotten;; never was there a pepod in ^ which relfl^on was 
1^ little fludied in thepry, and fo little raanifefled in 
pn^^e ; infomjuch,: that it appears to be the only Tub* 
je<£t which ought not to occupy people*s Ugioughts, and 
the only prindple that ought not to inilvience their 
conduct. Even when any regard for religioa remains, 
how often does it degenerate either into bigotry or fa* 
xiaticifm, or into mere external pbfervance,. and. a re* 
fpeft for public inftitutions? The ihiall influence oi 
genuine piety is evident, from this circumftance, that 
K very frequently happens, that perlbns who are un- 
commonly zealous for a particular fyflem of religious 
opinions,, are by no means affedted by the attempts o£ 
deiits or atheifts, to Tap tlie foundations of all religion, 
both natural and reyealed,-and even applaud their per- 
nicious doftrines, merely. becaufe they agree with thero 
on certain political pornts. Can this be called any thing 
elfe but an obftinate ieftarian fpirit, devoid of all pure 
religious principle? Public fpirit is generally eitlicr a 
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CSni»d*attact)ment to party, or an invincible devotion <* 
opfnions iadverfe Ho national freedom and good goVern^ 
€nent, «khe^ by their tendency to defpotic oppreffioTfi^ 
or t<5 democratical anardiy.' Thanks be to God' for the 
Yemnant of virtue that is ftiM preferved among te,* ia 
the humanift/ and chaHty which charaderi^e ourna^ 
tion, and^Jn fome meafure, fe<kem the manifold tuft 

pHudc by which it is difgraced. * 

1* • •»'. .V.J I •^.. . 
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: FRIENDLY ISLANDS. 

Missionaries jlt Tongataboo.* 

% 

Defifordy Jan. 8, 17^9, • 
Dear Sir, - 

. A GREE ABLE to the intimation you gave me thi; 
\l ^^ other evening, 1 have exs^mined my Diary, ia 
which I find, that the American &ow, Capt. Garden^ 
arrived at Manilla, on the firft of January, i jrgSjfrom 
Fort Jackfbn and New- Zealand; but not having madfi 
any further memorandums, muft refer to my recbjleo- 
tlon for bis account of touching at the Miflionaryjflands;. 
From him I underftood, that, after leaving Port Jack- 
Ton, he proceeded to New-Zealand, and took off the 
remaining part of the crew of the (hip Endeavour, for- 
merly the Lord North Jndiaman, and left the greater 
part of them ajt Norfolk ilUnd, according to an 4gree- 
ment made. with the Ggvernor of port Jackfbn; a few 
remaining on board to affift in working the vcffel: 
That in his paflage to the northward, through the Paci- 
fic Ocean, he touched at feveral iflands to obtain re- 
frejfhments and trade for pearls, among which was the 
iiland of Tongataboo, where, he informed me, he had 
feen the Miflionarics fent out from England^ and that 
two .of them were on board the veflel, and he bartered 
with them for feveral neceflluries which he flood in great 

* Sec Captain WiIsoq's letter, No. f, page 58. 
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i^^4 pfi ^^ of which they had abundance i glnngthrtl 
ili return nails and piec^ of iron.&c. That they pofieEed 
^be entire confidence of the natives^ who treated them 
svi^h the u(niofl deference and refped, having entnifted 
^p th^ir care fe vera! children of both (exes ; but that they 
l^d not commenced the important part of th^r miniilry, 
bu( were endeavourjog to acqi;iire a p^rfeS:. knowliodge 
of their language^^ as a neeeifary preliminary ftep to the 
promulgation of the truths of the gofpel. I cannot take 
upon me to a(fert from rccoUe^kioui that he adually vt- 
iited the ifland of Otaheite, or that his ftatement ot the 
number of Miflionaries at the iflands was from the ac« 
counts he received at Tongataboo alone. I likewife un«> 
derftood that twoof thofe people, whom he had brought 
on.from New-Zes^land, by their particular requeil, were 
left at one of the iflands, I believe it to be Tongataboo. 
. I think we may venture to date the time of his being 
jlt the iflands, fometime in the month of Oftobcr, 1797, 
which win allow a fufHcient time for a (hort detection at 
the Sandwich Iflands, where he flopped to obtain y arff__ ^,4gj 
and" other rpfrefhments, ^d proceeded dircft to MSCf*'55^1 
nilla. I 

At the timie of nay receiving this information from . 
^r. Garden, ipy unfortunate detention at Manilla, 
with the very difla;it profpeft of feeing this country^ 
tendered it very improbable that I Ihould be able to 
give any infonnation to the friends of the Miffionary So* 
aety, or I would have obtained the time of his viflting 
thole iflands, with a fatisfaftory detail of the Mifiion- 
aries, as far as his information tended on this fubjed. 
But happy in being able to give the fmallefl information 
to thofe benevolent minds who are earncfl for the ex- 
tenfion of Chri(t*s kingdom among the innumerable ia- 
habitants of the Pacific Ocean, I conclude with my 
mofl fincere prayer, that God, the Father of our I^ora 
Jefus Chrifl, will acknowledge the work, and grant his 
peculiar blefling to attend on all his faithful minifbrs, 
{^qd mak^ them inftruments iq, his hands of calling the 



Gentiles out of darkneis ihto his lAarvellous light, by 
thc^ redemption fct forth in Chrift Jefus our Lord. 

Yours fincerely, 
Mr- J. Rate- DANIEL PAINS- 

The American /now appears to have been at Tongata-I 
boo about two months after the DuflTs departure; and 
the circumftance of touching at the above illand affords 
this confolation, in addition to the plcafure of hearing 
of the Miflionaries, that there q^n now remain no doubt 
as to their perfonal fafety. 




PARLEY THE PORTER. An Allegory. 

rHERE was once a certain gentleman who bad a 
houfe ot caftle, fituated in the midft of a $^kt 
iwildernefs, but.inclofed in a garden. Now» there was 
a band of robbers in the wildemefs, who had a great 
mind to plunder and deftroy the caftle, but they bad 

tfucceeded in their endeavours, becaufe the mailer 
given ftrid: orders to " watch without ceaJingJ* To 
quicken tlicir vigilance, he uled to tell them that their 
care would foon have an end ; that though the nights 
they bad to watch were dark and ftormy, yet they were 
but few ; the period of refiflance was fliort, that of reft 
ipternal* 

Th€i robbers, however, attacked the caftie in various 
l^ays. They tried at every avenue; watched to take 
advantage of every careleis moment ; looked for ah opea 
door, or a lieglefted window. But though they oiceii 
tnode the bolts fliake, and the windows rattle, they could 
never greatly hurt the houfe, much Icfs get into it. 
Do you know the reafon ? It was, becaufe the fervant* 
were never off their guard. They heard the noifes plaia 
enough, and ufed to be not a little frightened, for they 
were aware both of the ftrength and perfeverance of the 
enemy. But what fecmed rather odd to fqme 6f thefc 
Servants, the gentleman ufed to tell them, that while 
they continued to be afraid, they would be fafe ; and it 
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♦ 
pafTed into a fort of proverb in that family, " happy if 

he that feareth always." Some of the fcrvants, howcvci^^ 

thought this a contradi<5tiofl. 

One day-, when the matter was going from honile, he 

called his fervants allttogetber, and fpoke to them as 

follows : *' I will not repeat to you the direftions I have 

fo often given you ; they are all written down in thb 

.BOOK Of tAWs, of which every one of you has a copy! 

Remcn^ber, it is a very (hort time that you are to re^ 

main in this caftle ; you will foon remove to my more 

fettled habitation, to a more durable houfe, not made 

with hands. As tliofe houfes arc never expofed to any 

attack, fo they never ftand in need of any repair, for 

that country is never infefted by any fons of violence^ 

Here you are fervants; there you will be princes. But 

mark my words, and you will find the lame truth ia 

THE BOOK OF MY t Aws- Whetheryou will ever attain 

to thai houfe, will depend on the manner in which you 

defend yourfelvcs in this. A ftout vigilance for a fhort 

time will fecure you certain happinefs for ever. But 

cvtery thing depends ion your preferit exertions. Don't 

complain and take advantage of n\y abfence, and 

call me a hard maO;er, and grumble that you are pUced 

in the midfl of an howling wildernefs without peace of 

fectirity. Say not^ that you are expofed to temptations 

without any power to refift them. You have fome drf*' 

ficolties, it is true, but you have many helps and many 

comforts to make this houfe tolerable, even before you 

get to the other. Yours is not a hard fervice, and if it 

were, ^* the time is fliort." You have arms if you will 

ufe them, and doors if you will bar them, and ftrengtb 

if you will ufe it. I would defy all the attacks of the 

jobbers without, if I could depend on the fidelity of the 

people within. If the thieves ever get in and deftroy 

the houfe, it muft»be by the connivance of one of the 

family. For it is ajanding law of this cafltey that mere 

tmtward attack can never defiroy ity if there be no trOitot 

within. Yoa will ftand or fall as you obferve this rule< 
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If jott.are finally happy, it will be by my grace and &^ 
vour ; if you are rained* it will be your own fault..^' - 

-When, the gentkman had done fpcaking, every *fef- 
vant repeated his aifurance of attachjnnent aiid firra al* 
legiance to his mafter. But among them aU, not oi^ 
w^ io vehement and loud in his profeffions as old Par* 
Jpy the Porter. Parley, indeed, it was well known, was 
always talking, which expo&d him to nofmall danger; 
.for, as he. was the fotemoft to promife, fo he was the 
llackeft to perform. And, to fpeak the truth, though 
he ^as a civil fpoken fellow,- his mafter was more aikid 
of |i}Qi, wi;th all his prcfeiEons, than he was of the reft 
w.hp profiMTed l^fs. He knew that Parley was vain, ere* 
dulous, and felf-fufficient ; and he ahnr^ys apprehoided 
more danger from Padey's impertyience, curiofity, and 
love of novelty, than evijn froftx the ftronger vices of 
feme of bi9( other fervunts. The reft, indeed, feldom got 
intc^any fcfapexof which Parley was not the caufe id 
fome Cbi^pe or other. ; . 

1 am fotxy to be obliged toconfefs, that though Par« 
ley was allowed every refre£bment, apdialL the. needful 
reft;which thfc .nature of bis place permitted, yet he 
thoiiigbtt it v^ry hard to be forced to be fo c6tiftastly on 
duty.-" Nothing;but watcbiag," (aid Parley >." I faave^ 
to be furf , many pleafiircis, and meal fufBcient, and 
plenty of chat in vixture of my office > and I pick up a 
^ood deal of news of the comers, andgbers.by day, bat 
It is hard that at night I mufi watch a& nariDwly as a 
boufe .dog, and yet let in.Ao company without otders, 
•nly becaufe there is faid to be a few ftraggling. r^^^^rr^ 
here in the wilderne6^ with whom my mafter does not 
care to let us be acquainted. He pretends to make* us 
yigilant through fear of the robbers ;: .but t fufped it is 
only to make us mope alone. A merry companion, and 
ft mug of beer, would make the ni^ pais cheerily/' 
Parley, however, kept all thefe th^ob^s to himfelf, or 
uttered them only when no one helHUor talk he feuft. 
He began to liften to the nightly wnntiing of the rob- 
bers under the windows withiiiLtbericfs alarm than £01:" 
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20tiiy, and ms fometimes fo tired of watcbtAg, that tie 
thoti^ it was even better to ran the riik of being it>b* 
bed once, than to live always^ in fear of robbers. 
.. Thete were certain bounds in which the ^ntleman 
4Uowed bis fervahts towd^Ik and divert them^ves at ali 
pro|)ex feafons. A pieafant garden furrounded the caftie, 
and It thick hedge feparated this garden irom the wil- 
derneis which was infefted by the robbers, itt which 
they were permitted to amafe themfelves. The mafter 
advifed them always to keep within thefe bounds. 
" While jPDu obfervc this rule/' faid he, "you wiUbe 
^e aod wen ;* and you will confnlt your own fafiety, as 
wcU AS ibew your love to me, by not venturing even to 
the extremity, of yoin* bounds ^ he who goes as far as be 
jdares^ always (hem a wi(h to go £uiher than jie ought, 
imd comnuHily does fo" 

It .wa& remarkable, that the nearer tbefe femmts kept 
to the caftle, and the firther ftom the Aei^ge^ the mopt 
ugly the wildernefs appeared. And the nearer they ap* 
proachcd the forbidden bounds, their owci home ap- 
pepcd moiis dulU and the wildernefs mor6 delightful. 
And this the nsafter knew when he gave his orders^ for 
lie never either .did or &id any thmg without a good 
reafohi And when his fervants fometimes defied an 
explanation of thereafon,. be tfed to tell them they 
would unjddrflnod it when tliey came to t/te father htmfez 
for it. was one of tlie pleafures of that boufe, that it 
would ezphdn all: the myfteries of this, and- any little 
ob&urities in the ntafter's conduft would be then tc^e 
quite plain. •^ 

. Parley was the firft whopromifed to keep de4r of the. 
hedg€y. smd.yet was often feen looking as near it as he* 
dum. One day he ventured clofe up to the hedge, put 
two or three ftones one on another, and tried to'peep 
over.. He law x>ne of^ the robbers drolling as hear a» 
could heohthe^ll^dclen fide. This man'^ name was 
Mr. FktterwelUlTftnooth^ civil man, ** whofo words 
weitt fofter tlttn butter; having war in his heart." He 
made ieveiil low bows, to Parley. 
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L) 'rtic tbiji^ " But," faid he, *' though Mr. Flattw- 
•rU is oertatDly «n agrccnble companion, he miy not be 
(b (afe an inmate. There can, however, be no luroi^n 
tatking at a dii^ance, and I certainly won't let hnnin." 

Farley, in the courfc oC the day, did not foigct bis 
prontitc to thin the hedge of reparation a little. At firii 
he only tore pIT a haniltiil ol leaves, then a little fpri^ 
then he broke aivay a bough or two. ll was oiifervable, 
the brger rne breach became, the worl'c he began tothink 
of his inaf^cr, and the better of liimk-lf. Every peep he 
took through the broken hedge tncrcafod his daGrs to 
get out into the wildcnicts, and made the thoughts of 
ihecafllc more itkl'oiue to htni. 

He was continually repeating to himfclf, " I wonder 
ffhat Mr. FlatlerwcUcan have to fay fo tnlKb to my adv 
Tautagc. 1 fee he docs not wilh to hurt my maftcr, be 
only wiflics to fervc me-H" As the hour of mcetiog, 
however, drew near, (hp tnaf^'s ordert now and then 
Canic acrofs Parley's thoughts. So to dtven tbcm, he 
took TOE BOOK. He happened to open it at ihefe 
words, " My Ion, if tinners entice thee, content thoa 
not." For a moment his heart failed liim. " If this 
admonition fhould be fcnt on purpofc P" faid he> *' but 
no, 'tis a bugbear. My ma/ier (old mc that if I went to 
the bounds, I Ihould get over ihc hedge. Now, I went 
to the utmofl limit*, aiid did tiotgctovei." Here con- 
li:icncc put in, " Yes, but it wai becaufe you were 
watdied."^" 1 am furc," continued Parley, " one mi^ 
always flop where one wilt, arul this is only a irick of my 
niaflcr's to fpoil fporii fo I will even hcai what Mr. 
FlatlCTwell lias to lay {o :nuch to my advantage. I am 
cot obliged to follow his counfch, but there can be no 
lutm in hL-.um? llKr.i." ^ 

' 1 the rcfl oi the roblxrs to 

n.: iliccaftlc thai night. 

'■. " viiu litv.v .TrvLl tlicn fill 
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and (et them on their guard. You infpife them wit) 
terror of yoffy while ray whole Icheme is to make them 
think well of themfehes^ and ill of their mafter. If 1 
once^get them to entertain hard thoughts qthim, and 
high thoughts of themfelves, my bufinefs \i done, and 
they "fall plump into my fnarcs. So let this delicate 
affair alone to me. Parley is a foftly fellow ; he muft 
-not bc^ frightened, but cajoled." He is the very fort of 
man to hicceed with, and worth a hundred of your 
fturdy fenfible fellows. With them we want ftrong ar- 
guments, and ftrong temptations ; but with fuch fellows 
ad Parley, in whom vanity and fenfuality'dre the lead** 
ing qualities (as, let me tell vou, is the cafe with far 
the greater part), ' flattery, and the promife of eafe and 
pkalure, will do more than your whole battle array. If 
you will let me manage, I will get you all into the 
cafUe before midnieht." 



At ni^ht the caitle was barricadoed as ufual, and no 
one had obferved the hole which Piirley had made in 
the hedge. This overfight arofe that night from the fer- 
vants negle6i:ing One of the mafter*s (landing orders, — to 
make a nightly examinati&n of the ftate of the caille. 
The ncglcft did* not proceed (b much from wilful difo- 
bedience, as from having palled the evening in floth and 
diverfion, which often amounts to nearly the fame. 
• As all was very cheerful within, fo all was very quiet 
^without. And before they went* to bed, fome of the 
Servants obferved to the rcw, that as th^y beard no rob- 
bers that night, they thought they might foon begin to 
remit fomething of their diligence in bolting and barring; 
That all this rafteqjng and locking was very trouble* 
fome, and they hoped the danger was now pretty virell 
over. It was rather remarkable that they never made 
thefe fort of obiervations, but affcr an evening of fome 
excefs, and when they had neglected their private bufi- 
nefs with their mafter. All, however, except Parley, 
went quietly to bed, and feemed to feel uncommon fe- 
purity. 

Parley crept down to his lodge. He had half a mind 
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to go to bed too : yet he was not willing to dHappoint 
M^ FUtterweUy fo chdi a. gentleman. Ta.befare, ho 
fpigit h^ve badde(igns» yet<what right had he to fufpcA 
9ny bodf who made fuch profeflions, and who Wip fo 
VcrycivU. Befides, ** it is fomething for my advantage/^ 
added Parley. *^ I will not open the door, that is cer- 
tain ; bot as he is to come alone, he can do me no harm 
through the bars of the windows ; and he will think I 
9m a coward if I don't keep my word ; no, I will let him. 
foe that I am not afraid of my own (trength ; I will (heur 
him I caa gp wiai length I pkafe, and ilop (hort wie$t, 
I pleafe/,' Had Flatterwell heard this boaftful fpeech^ 
he would have been quite fure of his man. 

About eleven Parley heard the fignal ^^reed upon* 
It was fo gentle as to caufe little alarm. So* much the 
worfe. Flatterwell never frightened any one, and thett* 
fore feldom failed of any one. Parley dole fofdy dovm^ 
plaiitffd himfelf at his little window,, opened the cafe* 
ment, and fpied his new friend. It was pale ftac-light. 
Parley mras a little frightened, for he- thought he per^ 
ceived.one or twopertons behind FlatterwdJ; but the 
Other afiured him that it was only hia owa fhadow^ 
which his fears had magnified into a company* *^ Though 
I afilire you,'' faid he« ** I have not a friend but wb^ is 
as hairolefs as myfelf." 

- They now entered into earneft difcourfct in which ■ 
Flatterwell (hewed himfelf a deep politician. He ikll* 
fully mixed up, in' his convecfation, a proper proporCioQ * 
o£ ptaife on the pleafures of the wildernefs, of compli« 
meats toParley, of ridicule on his mailer, and of abo^ 
five fiieers on tiie book in which ti^ mafbr*s lows were 
i^ritten* Againft this loft he hm always a particu*- 
lar fpite, for he confidered it as the grand inflrument 
by wliich the mailer maintained his Hfervants in allegt*^ 
ance, and when they could once be brought to fueer at 
the BOOK, there was an end of fubmiffion to the mal^ 
ter. Parley had not penetration enough to fee his drift, 
", As to THE BOOK, Mr. Flatterwell," faid he, " I do 
UOL know whether it be true or Me^ J rather S£g}c0: 
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fKan difl>efiefve it. I am forded, indeed, tahestf it ttzd 
oticc a week, but I never look into it myfelf tf 1 can help 
it.V— *• ExcdJent;*' faid FlattenvcU to hhnfetf, ^ that 
isjnft^ihefeme thir^. This is fafc ground for txle 3 fat 
wnethet a itianjdoes' not believe in the booI:, or does 

• jiot attend* to it, it copies pretty ninch to the imtt; and 
I generally l^et him at laft/* t 

* '^< Why cannot wc be a little nearer, Mr. Parley?'* 
feid FfetterweHj ** I am afraid jrf being ovctheartj by 
fooic of your mailer's ^les r the window from which 
yt>ufpeak is ib high; I wiih yoo woold come dowft to 
thedbor.*'--** WelU'^&d Pariey, ^ I fee no great harm 
in thit. Thert is a little wicket in the door througll 
which wft-cin conycrfc with more eaie and equal fafety; 
The fiime fafteriings will be ftill between us." So dowii 
he wctit, but mot without a degree of fear and trembling, 

. The fittk wicket being now opened, and Fbttcrweli 

* Handing clbfe oH thd outfide ' ot the tioor^ they" con* 
verfed with great cafe. " Mr. Parley^*; faid Flsatei-wdf; 
•* 1 Ihouid riot have prefied 70U fo much to rldmit mi 
into the caftle,* but out of pure dilintereftied ire^rd t6 
your own h'appiiicfs. I ihafl get nothing by it, biit 1 
Cannot beat to! think that a perfoii fo wite and amiabfi 
fhould beihut up in this gloomy dungeon, under a bard 
iipafler, and a flaSre to the unreasonable tyranny of hii 
Book OF iAW,s.' * If you' axhhit me, you need have no 
iaiorcwaking; noimore wa^chiri^/* HerePailey invol 
famarily.ilipped.back the bdlt of the doorr '* Tocoiii. 
vine? you of my tme loVe,** continued Flattcrwell, ". * 
have brought' a bottle of the-moft delicious Wine th^, 
growi in the wldern|j&. ! ' Ydu fliall tatte* it, but y 06 
ipuftf put a glafs through the i*^icket^o receive it, fdt^lt 
is a fingular property in this iifrine, that we of thi^ wit0err 
xiefs cannot Aicceed in conveying it to you of the caitt^i 
Without you hold out a veffel tSJ refceive It."-^" O, Ha^ 

^ k i^afs,*' faid Parley, holding otat a large goblet, wWdl 
he always kept ready to be filled by any chance cdnfe^ 
The other. immediately poured intb the capaddusgo^' 
' r aki^^lnuightdf that deliciot]^ ijQtojdating fiquf 
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tacks from witkmt will not d^roiy unlefs there is fame con^- 
federate within. O that the keepers of all other caftles 
would leam, from my iliin, that he who parleys with 
temptation is already undone^ That he who allows him-* 
felf to go to the very bounds, will feon jump over tha 
hedge \ that he who talks out of the window with the 
enemy, will foon open the door to him \ that he who 
holds out his hand for the cup of finful flattery, lofes all 
power of refifking ; that when be opens the door to on« 
fin, all the reft ly in upon him 5 and the man periflies'aa 
I new do/' Z. 

Further Far tiddars concerning the Capture of the iShipDuf* 

(Continued from Page 15 {.) 
Ll^TTElL FROM Mr. GrEIO TO HIS pARI^NTi. 

Mmte FlJeo^ oh the River Je la Ptata^ iouti-jfmerica^ Mqy6^ <799* 

• ■ ■ ^ Tf is fto*ir ispward^ of five months £nce I left 
J[ yoU) and I doubt not but the Lord's deaf 
people in Edinbuigh have been big with anxious ex« 
peftations, that in a Ihort time hence we (hould hav4 
been entered upon our labours of love among the be- 
nighted inhabitants of the Southern Ifles i but our God^ 
and tile Lord of Miffions (for fome wife end), has been 
pleafed to ftop us Ihort in our intended voyage. But I 

'^ truft the capture of the Duff, inftead of damping the. 
«cal of the Lord's people, will only prove a ftimulus to 
their farther endeavours, and to their ardent prayers in 
our behalf, and that^ the coOtending kingdoms of the 
world may foon become the kingdoms of our Lord, and 
ofhisChrift. 

On Tuefday, the r9th February (rfter a voyage of* 
about two months), about cfeven o'clock at night, w€ 
were taken by the Grand Buonaparte, French privateer^ 
in the midft of our molt fanguine expectations, that we 
^ould next morning anchor in the harbour of Rio Ja* 
iieiro. On the morning of the 29th we obierved the 
Vol. I. No. 3. . H 
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above veflel off Cape Frio, and fuppofed her to be botm^ 
for Rio Janeiro ; it being quite a calm, neither of us 
made mnch progrefs through the day; towards evenii^ 
l^rang up a Hght breeze, which brought her within fif- 
teen miles of us ; none on board feemed to hare the leaft 
fear of her being an enemy ; feVeral of the brethreh, with 
tiiyfelf, were refolved.to fit up, and walk the decks, till 
llle ftiould come along fide ; which we did, for by this 
time, we perceived Ibe was determined to be up with tis. \ 
About ten o- clock came on a heavy fquall, when we \ 
hotfted all the fail we could ; but (be being firft in thfc 
breeze, ia a few minutes after came within gun-(hot,atid 
gave u^ a gun as a fignal to heave too, but we being ftill j 
in the breeze did not then (horten fail ; Ibe then fired 
another, both of which I could perceive go right paft 
us^ as we afterwards faw the (hot light in the water; at 
this, you niay be fure^ we were a little al^mcd ; our 
captain gave orders to (horten lail, ^hicit was done ; 
flhe then fpoke us, and ordered a boat to Be fent aboard^ 
, which was done,^ and Mr. Smithy our firlt itiate^ .west 
with the (hip's papers- In a few minutes after his boards 
jfng the (hip, he fpake to us, telling us, that all the 
pai&ngers muft come aboard. At this news, mod of u» 
were thrown into no little confuiion ; but before we 
could get ready,* a bqat c^nie along fide with Englifh* 
men and Americans, to deceive, telling us (be ifta the 
Spitfire* Even how we were sdmoft inclined to think 
. ilie;was no enemy; but we were foon undeceived by a ' 
boat full of Frenchmen coming aboard to take p<^f- 
fion of the (hip. Now we were led to fee into who(e 
hands we were 'fallen, and found J^at our only refiige 
was the Lord of ho(b. Finding that we were in the 
hands oj^ the enemy, I immediately fet to, and locked 
all my tiunks, taking out only as muclr of my bcft clothes 
as my wife and I were able to put on, expefting we (hould 
all be ordered on board the Buonaparte ; but you may 
judge of our feelings, when orders came for all the meo 
to go, and leave the women in the DufF. It i5impo(lible 
for me to defcribe the horror of toy mind, at the idea of 
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|<5avif^ my wife io the bands of men of the mod wretcbe4 
ai^^raoce, and of whom I was entirely ignorant, with*- 
out any one to take care of her^ b^t it appeared to be 
the Lprd*$ will, and I had only to fubmit to the difpen* 
«iation ; therelbre, after embracing the dear partner <£ 
my fonowsy I commended her to the Lord, with tears 
of fonx^w on both fides, and took leave of her, with 
very little hopes of ever feeing her again. I then em- ' 
barked ^r the Buonaparte (where every thing, to my 
view,liad the njioft difmal appi&arance), about two in the 
inornbg* After having our knives taken £roi;n us, we 
were aill wdered Ipelpw. Here we were very ftifled, and 
theiappearaiiceof the pl^ce fo filled my mind with hor* 
fxuv that \ hi^rdly expected to live above a few days; 
here we a^ (pent the night ki noourning toftead of ileep ; 
and, indeed, ( believe every one helped to aggravate the 
ibrrows .of apothere But how were our feelings quickened 
«i&elh, .and pur fears alarmed, when, to our great fur* 
]>ri2;e, we behdd the DufT jviit ^oing out of fight wheix 
^g^ Cftme upon ded^ 'm the niorning^ for we expeded at 
kaft toiiave gone in company together into port. Here 
we continued ip this .ve(J[el» feparated from our wives,^for 
i^ie 'fpace <£ three week^ during.which time we fuflfered 
cQnfiderably for want of water,' being upon (hort allpw*- 
ance, otherwife we have i^eafon to fay our enemies treated 
us .\5e1y , W€;ll. My dear parents,' we may think thefe 
thimgs .ace. tibials, but if, they are« how fmall do they^'a])^- 
ipear when compared with what thofe worthies fuifered^ 
who^ when called to^^< winder about in (heep-ikins and 
gpat-ikins, being deftityte, afflidted, and tormented, of 
whom the world was not M^prthy, they wandered in der 
ferts, and in mountains, and in dens, and caves of the 
(iarth.'* Our God has not yet conferred upon us the 
honour of.fufiering fuch things as thefe, or e\ien what 
his fervant Paul had to endure in the pro.fecuticfn of his 
mri&on, Bpt here I mud add, that in (he midfi: of ali 
our trials, our God has been very gracidus i|^to us, for 
y(fe4iave truly experienced him to be the bearer and an^ 
^efcr of prayer. He not only put it into the hearts of 
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our enemies to treat us civilly ; but when we were flift 
taken, the Buonaparte intended tocruife for at leaft two 
months longer off Cape Frio, but the Lord inclined their 
hearts to put in at the end of three weeks, which you may 
be fure was no fmall caufe of joy to all of us. 

On Tuefday, March 12, ^ter a fpcedy pafiage, we 
caft anchor, in the forenoon, in the harbour of Moqte 
Video, on the river Plata, South- America; when we bad 
the pleating accounts, that our wives were all well, and 
had received jRood treatment from the French officers, 
none of the (eamen being allowed to come near them. 
But we were informed, that the governor would not al- 
low the French to land any of their prifoners, and that 
conicquently our women were all ftill on board the Duff; 
but to our comfort, we had permiffion from the gover- 
nor to go on board the Duff next day to ftay with our 
wives. Accordingly we went, and you may eafily con- 
ceive, that the emotions of joy which we felt at meet-^ 
ing werp almofl as great as tbofe of grief which we felt at 
parting. Here we had frelh reafon to bleis the nanir 
of our God, for remembering us, with his woated mer- 
cy, in the midft of deferved wrath. 

We continued on bpard with our wives for about a 
fortnight, during which time we were treated vary ci- 
villy by the Frenph officers, and had their promife, that 
we Should have all our private property out of the (hip. 
After this, we obtained leave of the governor for the 
women to go afhore, the French Captain having pro^ 
« cured a houfe for them $ the men were not at firft per- 
mitted to go with them, but we followed them in a day 
or two; the iingle brethren continued on board the 
Buonaparte. We have now been living in this houfe, a 
little froni the town of Monte Video, thefe nine weeks, 
and^ have received the mod civil treatment, both from 
the natives of Paraguay and the Spaniards, in whofe 
pofleffion this place is } and bleffed be God, we have all 
continueckt in good health till this moment. As . to 
the promife of tjie French officers, mentioned abov, 
1 cannot fay . they have been altogether faithful ; they 
have been jcind enough Jo give us what property wc 
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had between decks, but as to our chcffe in the hold, 
feme of us have received part out of them, and others 
nothing at all. I myfelf luckily happened to have but 
one trunk there, which I have never feen, nor never ftiall 
now ; but we have reafon to be thankful, that the bcft 
of our things were befidc us in our cabin, which my wife 
took care of. Our fingle brethren have been the only 
fufFerers by our misfortunes, mod of them having taken 
nothing with them but the clothes on their back, and 
have never been permitted to get any thing whatever 
from the Duff, fo that fome of them are now atmoft 
naked ; moft of the married people have endeavoured to 
fupply their wants, as far as lay in their power.* I have 
already given away all that I could fpare, fo fome of 
my brethren who were moft in need. ^ 

You will be anxious to know what is to become of us. 
SThis we muft, in a great meafure, leave to the Lord ; 
however, the governor will not allow any of the £ngli{h 
to ftay Jlfter the Buonaparte; A Portuguefe merchant 
•brought hefe, one of the* prizes taken after us, and we 
have got the grant of this vefiel to Rio Janeiro, and aro 
to fail out the river with the Buonaparte. It is expected 
we (hall goon board to-morrow, and, if the wind is fair, 
fail in the cvefning or next day. What we (hall do af- . 
ter we get to Rio Janeiro, is at prefent a hard matter to 
determine. As for proceeding on our voyage, it is at 
prefent very udikcly, our Captain having dohe all in his 
power to purchafe a veffel, without effeft.. What 
appears to me moft likely is, thjlt we (hall be catricd 
from Rio Janeiro to Lilbon ; or if any opportunity of- 
fers, perhaps to Sierra Leone. This, my de?ir parent^, 
I only mention as my own opinion ; every thing at pre- 
fent, in this refpeA, is quite dark, fo that it is impo(^ 
fible to &y any thing' affirmsitively. God only knows 
wbiit he has to do With us; but this we know, that'it 
(hall all be for thebeft, terminating in his own glory>and 
ip the good of his own people. I have juft one thing to 
Aid before I cottclude : Some of the women have retired 
|o the country, being pep- the time of their delivery j 
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the two trerc, M[rs. Gregory and Mrs. Jones. Mrs. G w. 
gory was iia&ly delivered of a Ton abiout a nK>ntb agp, 
and was baptifed by himfelf ; his name is Ebenes»r-Geri- 
Iham, no doubt alluding to our prefeat fituation! Mrs. 
Jones was delivered of a daughter about a fortnight ago; 
ihc was baptifed by Mr. Howell, and was named {Luth \ 
both the women, through the goodnefs of G<xl, are now 
got better. • 

My dear parents, we nmft not expe<St the way to h«i- 
ten ftrewed with ilowefs ; if we think fo, we not only 
deceive ourfelvcs, but dilbeltcve the plain teftimony of 
our Lord and Matter; for he hath faid, " Through 
much tribulation we nuift enter the kingdom;" and 
that if any man will bc»his difciple, he mutt deny hiui* 
felf, take up his crofs and follow him, not only when 
the fun fliines,, or when religi<xi i5 the falhion of the 
times, but through .good and bad report. . AikI, 1^ 
me add, that thofe who engage in miffiona ipuft iK>t 
tepeft that all will go fmoothly oq, hpt that they will • 
have difficulties to encounter in the proCeicution of (o 
ereat a (i9ork ; theicfoce it becones all whp ei^bark ia 
the cajuie, to count well the coft Jbefore they begin to 
rear the fabric. 1 trutt the Lord has aot y«l altogether 
fruftrated this mlffion, but that he wiU carry us to (bn^ 
place where we may be made ufeful to pur fdlow creM 
tures/' ■■ I . 
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X^ Y difpatcbes from Captain Robfon, dated May i. 



priied, that he was about to leave Monte Video in a few 
days, and to proceed to Rio'Janeiro, uncertain whether 
he (hould there procure a conveyance to England, or to 
the place of his original deft i nation. Another letter, 
however, was received from him, dated Lifbon, Ofto- 
ber 2, in which he gives information, that he and all 
the Miffionaries had fafely arrived there on the-aifl: o| 
SeptemTDcr. Here, by the kiflKinefs of friends, who fup-i 
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|>lted him with cafh, he was enabled to procure a, paf*- 
i^igt to England, where they fafely arrived on the 12th 
of October. 
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The following letter from Mr. Howell^ while it gives 
a detail of fome circumftances relative to the Miffiona- 
rksy which have not yet been laid before the public, is 
written in a fpirit fb truly Chriftian, and contains ib many 
juft risAeiftions on the condud of Providence towards 
them, that we cannot withhold it from our readers. , 

My DEAR Sir,. Liyhon^Sept. 16, lygg. 

WE have juft learned, by a paper from England, that 
you have had information of the affiidive providences 
that overtook us in our important expedition. I have 
the fatisfaftion, however, to fay, that the Lord has 
bsrought us through all to this pbce in &fety, and in a 
good ftate of healthy excepting two or three of the women» 
vdio may probably ibon be better, with the convenien- 
ces and comforts to be had on fliore. Our fufferiRgy, 
upon the whole, have not been what we might have ex* 
pefted, when we had the misfortune to be captured by 
the Buonaparte ; nor what our friends in England would 
probably conj^ure from the accounts we have feen ; 
nor have they, I afiure you. Sir, been half fo numerous 
as our mercies. Many very fingular interpofitions of the . 
Divine goodnefs have indeed attended us finoe our de* 
parture from England, the whole of which, I truft, we 
may foonhave an opportunity of relating viva voce, of- 
which, however, that of our being conduced to this port 
is none of the leaft to be adniired. 
^ We were taken by the cpnvoy of the Brazil fleet to 
Li{bon, not far from the fpot where we were captured, 
when we were again pleading ourfelves with the prbfpeft 
of entering the harbour of Kio Janeiro, for the puipoie 
of procuring fome neceflary fupplies, and where we hoped 
to be able to fix the plan of our future movements.*--* 
Every arrangement in view was, however, by this oinex- 
peft^ event, completely (ii|>erfeded ; and it was now no 
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longer a queftioa where vitfimild go, but where we m 
go. Such a peculiar providence, indeed, you will readily 
judge, put an end to every debate on this fubjed, aadL 
finally determined our duty to return home re infeSa. 

Painful, my dear Sic, as this ^niy alternative was aC 
£ril felt by Ibme, it has probably been more than coon*- 
terbalanced, by the fatisfaftbn of being able to peroetve 
fo clearly the path of duty, which muft otherwife have 
been very complex and difficult to ascertain for the ge-* 
neral fat is^u^ion of fa numerous a body of people. The 
bereaved forlorn date, however, to which many of us 
• bad been reduced by the French, was taken mto the ac- 
count, and altogether we could not but conclude hf was 
the' will t>f God, for wife and juil reafons of his own^ t» 
frudrate this miffion, and to forbid any further attempte 
to carry it into effed:. *< Be dill and know that I zssk 
God,** was the folenm and impreffive Idibn inculcated 
by it upon every mind that gave it the coniideration it 
feemod to demand ; and ^' I will (yet) be exalted amoi^ 
the heathen," the only confolation led us to enjoy in 
fuch trying circumdances. But what was our furprile 
and adonidiment, . when we perufed the account in the 
London Chronicle, of the calamitous fitoatioa of our 
brethren in the iilands where we wece gpingl Suffice it 
to fay, my dear- Sir, it.affefted us not a little v it ferved^ 
liowever, at the fame time, to throw a new light on the 
peculiar providence that had befallen ourfelves, and fup- 
plied the place of a thoufand aiguments, not only to re-- 
concile us to the itsttt difpenfation, but alfo to fill us 
v^th admiration at the condefceniion and goodneis with 
which it feemed pregnant ; — in a word, every difficulty 
attending it, which has often confounded and perplexed 
us, now appeared to be explained ^ and we could as eah 
£ly judify him in his dealings with ourfelves as with theoK 
The Load reigneth^ is become the text for every day, 
and is formed to preach a powerful fermon to fome of 
our feelings as well as our judgment. 

I trud one of the efTedis of theie awful viiitations,^ 
upoa my own mjnd, at le^ has been to humble and 
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to quicken me in prayer, that the Lord would fupport 
and amifort the friends of the Miffionary caufe in gpnon 
nl, and the Diredors in particular, that their hearts may 
not fiunt) noT' their hands grow flack, ^amidft the dit-' 
couragements they muil feel,* and the reproaches they 
maSt meet ; and finely they are not caUed to ibrrow as 
men without hope, as if the Lord had forbidden us to 
believe, that he will proted: an intereil of fuch mi^ni* 
tude and confequeAoe from fuftatning any real injury by 
fib painfid.a method of teaching us his foverei^n will; 
but he is able to make the wrath of man to praife him, 
and has often» before this, . been pleafed to adopt the 
moft unlikely meafures to us to effed the leading de- 
fires of our heart. His counfel fhall ftand, aid he will 
do all hispkafure:; and what aconfoling refledion, that 
that very counfel i^fpedts the prefervation and propaga- 
tion of the caufe in queftion, and the caufe we had at 
heart. Yes, Sir, the Diredors, and the numerousfriends 
of the inftitulion,wiU takeoourage, and ftrcngthen them-^ 
^jfelves in the Lord their God« They will alfo try to profit 
by the diiappokitment, and be better qualified than- 
ever^ to meet tbe difficulties, and to manage the con-' 
cerns of an undertaking, which appears to require aa 
mtKh experieace as zeal and wisdom to condud with 
fuccefsi nor (hall the caufe they bawe fo heartily ef- 
'poufed, iLnd labosioufly purfued, be any the worfe for 
fufiering in the eftimation of indifferent (pedators on the 
one hand, and adive enemies on the other, while it has 
. ib many promifes of truth and goodnefs to ftimulate and 
encourage its patrons, and to enfure its profperity. The 
zealous king of Ifrael, it feerhs, had occafibn to befeech 
God in the fame terms which are accommodated to our 
own cafe, and in behalf of the fame intereft. *< Arife, O 
Lord, let not man«prevail,'' &c. and they who wilh to 
efcape difeppdntments in fuch a way, have only lo fit 
ilill and look on, and do nothing; they may then con* 
gratulace one another upon their having had nothing to 
do witha work, which, in tbeir own judgment, has yielded 
little btit difgrace to its a&ive fiipporters) but they lofe 
Vol. I. No. 3. I 
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ail the fattsfikdion and honour of having attenipfeed 
the noble (pint of Chriftianity fuggefts» what thecaUs 6f 
duty urge io^ what tiie good prophets of our God forc^ 
told, and what the a^Jofties, the firfk Mifiioaaries oi 
Chrift, fanAioned by cxaoiple. 

1 purpofed embracing the fxrft opportunity of a ffeifiiger 
to England, but I believe it ia now fettled that, we (hail 
aU be difpoied of in the fleets which is expeded t# (ail 
xnlefs than a week. We do nc^ caie hfrw iooa we are 
rccnoved, becaufe our Qdotinuanoe here is bc^czpen* 
five and unconifortabte. I cannot beip femarluog hoiv 
good the Lord has been to os, b*w hii efpecial care aad 
kindnefs have been accotnoiodated to our trials^ as thef 
have becA varied^ and have infinitely exceeded them ail; 
and (hould it pleafe him* to preferve Kisto fee yon, a more 
particular recital of his gracious dealing^ cannot (ail to do 
goodtf I flatter tnyfelf, aa interview with many of aqf* 
Cbriftian -"friends will be produd;ive of the fanse efcd:, 
and that much more good niay come «ut of thisbrokett 
dii(HQn, than many are awar^of^or are wilUng^at prc&ote. 
to believe. I beg, Sir, you will take the troubte to pipe* 
fent my dutiful refpedts to thegentlensen intfaedirec* 
tionr they will have condefcenfion to aocept tuf befl 
wiihes for the furtherance of the 'great anllh good dcfign 
for which I was employed, mnd believe me to be^ Ih^ 

Very obedient fervant for Chrlft*s fake,"* 

WILLIAjVI HOWELL.' 

Swulay, OSlober 11^ ^799* 

P. §. I open my letter juft to fay, that by a kind 
jSiDvideoce I Have arrived, with many of my brethren, 
fingle and married, at Falmouth, this mon>ing, by the 
Facktt^ that I cxpcfted would bring this to England. 
The partictilars, which I have neither time nor room to 
infert, Mr^ Smith, the mate, will communicate; and I 
]kope, in the courfe of a few days, to have, the pleafure 
of relating otheis myfelf. At Falmouth we have met 
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w\t\i all needful pecuniary aiiiftance to convey vs to 
town, and abundance of affe&ton and kind treatment 
alio. 



In addition to the above letters, we have now the far 
tisfa£tida.lo inform MMT^readers, that all the Mifiionaries^ 
Nf efifR.' Hill and Hughes excepted, who were detained 
behind tlneir brMhern, on account of the diftrefs of 
tbeir wms* arc iafely arrived ; aod though they have 
cxpeneficed mknj changes, and, at times, canfiderabk 
hardfiiips, they aro in peefedk health, and fome of thenfi 
appear ftretigtheiied by the voy:^. Thofe who came 
in the Piince of Wales packet, narrowly efcaped failing 
mto the hands of thsee French arutlers, to the weilward 
oi^ SciUy^ and fevefal of the convoy, in which the For* 
titude failed, were captured by the fame (hips. The 
Fortitode) off the Ifle c^ Wight^ was; in a gale of wind, - 
in great danger of being drove on fhorc. ' The Impreg^*' 
aabie; of 98 guns, which convened them^ is herfelf <run 
apround,^ and mil be entirely Iok. Thus, to the end of 
the voyage, they had to fing of judgment and mcrq\ 
The Commttleeof Eacaminationiit veryoften to inquire 
ii^o the fiame of their minds, relative to the great Mif«- 
Nonary work-, fome entirely re]inqui(h it; others feem 
unwilling to decline, yet think proper to wait the deter- 
mination of the Society, relative to their next miflk)ns; 
and the greater part, fo far either from declining or ad« 
ing with ffeferve, blefi God for bringing them into fuch 
akhool ofufeful infirudion,andconiiderthemfelvesthe' 
fervants of the Society, to go when and wHere they may 
appoint. 
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Application has been made to the Dired^ors from a 
pious few at Quebec, defchbing their deplorable want of 
Gofpcl-light,and requeuing a perfon might be fent from 
the Society to afiift them. 
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Edinburgh y Dec. 1799* 

• 

MESSRS. Hughes and Hill> two of the Miffiona- 
ries who failed in tbcDuflf, were detained at 
I, on account of the difbrefs^tbeir wiwi. Thejr 
aie now fafel)' returned in healths Mrs. Hughes had 
been unwell from tlie time of leavi^^ Monte Video. 
On her arrival, notwithfiandtng every kindof*medical nf- 
fiftance was procured at Liibon, the omiplaiat alSuraed 
im afpeft that threatened an bafty termination o^ her 
)^e ; and about the time of Captain Robfon's iailing 
from Uifbon, ihe departed this life. 

Mr. Hugho^ appears to bear the ftrokc with a due 
xQjjcture of cofi^al. tendernefs and cbriftian fubmiffioo. 
The following letter to the Rev. Mr. £)nre» will (hew 
-the ftate of Mrs. H.'s mind in the hours of s^^noacfa* 
ing diiTolution. 

Lijbm^ Nov. 2, 1799* 
Rev. and bear Father in Christ Jbsus» 

IN my laft, dated Odober the I9tfa, I mpntiooed, 
that various ^d heavy had been my trials fince I Idft 
England \ but were all tbefe put in 'a Jbalance^ tfaQr 
would be light indeed^ cpmpaiied with that whidi is 
iK)w come upon me. The Lord, in his wife fn^videnoe, 
has taken away the dearefl of my temporal com£vts« 
This is a lols only known and f^ . 1 by thoft who have 
lived happily in the marriage*fbite ! How little could 
I before condde with thofe who had been vifited by fimi* 
lar bereavements 1 But, amidft all my affliction, I defire 
to fubmit to the will of th^ Lord, in taking from mo 
the deareft partner of my life. Bldibd be God, I do 
not forrow as thofe who have no hope. I have no doubt 
pf her being &r n^ore happy thto I could make her. 
Like Job I would fay, *' The Lord gave, and the Lord 
hath takeq away, bleiled be. the name of the Lord." 

As (he drew near her end, lOhe became more paffive 
Md reconciled to the divine will. She faw that the Lord 
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would be juft, even in fendingher foul to hellion the ac- 
count of her fins, and that her ^iftion was but light, com- 
pared with what her Saviour endured on her account. 

From Friday morning, Oftobcr 25, (he appeared to 
be dying: on Saturday morning (he was praying for five 
minutes reft; then looking on me, (he faid, '* If the 
Lord would grant me that five minutes, I ihould want 
more, ib I am never contented; the Lord will foon 
take me to hiinfelf." I afked her, fliould that be the 
caie, andfliould I be fpared to fee our friends in Eng- 
land, had £he any thing on her mind to tell them ? She 

^ anfwered, *^ Give my love and duty to them all, lell 
them I am going to my dear Saviour, and wilh tbenvto 
fdllow the ^Dod way." On turning away niy face, flie 
afked, " Do you think my fins are not forgiven?" I 
&id, ^ My deas, I trud Ghrift has bore your fins in his 
own body on the tree.** " Well then," replied flie, 
*' weep no more for me, tot I truft I am not a hypocrite, 
though I have been a great finner^ Chrift died for fin- 
ners, and he died for me." 

. Saturday evening, after praying eameftly, that the 
Lord would continut to fuppdrt, thit her faith and pa^ 
tience might not fkil, (he looked on me,- faying, ^* I Ihall 

; not trouoUi you long, you (hall reft to-night, for you 
cannot fupport fo long without lleep." Lord's day 

* morning, her pains continued to increafe ; I repeated 
that fweet hymn, ' 

•* Jeso, lover of my soul, • 

** Let me to thy bosom fly,'' itc» > 

Whenl had done, (he faid, ^* That fweet hymn ex- 
prefies my defires : *^ 1 have no other Saviour." I (aid, 
** This is the |-OTd*« day, on which you and I were ac- 
cuftomod to hear God's word preached." " Yes," fiud 
(he, *' I know it; I hare now done with earthly courts 
of Jib hoilfe below." I feW, •* We have a hode above," 
. and continued to fpeak a little of the reft that remaineth 
for God's people, when (he broke out, fitying, ** Come, 
tpj fweet Savioisr, comye and take me to thyfelf ; why « 
4oft thou taxisf ? But it is my duty to wait/! She bad. 
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no fears but <^ offending the Lord, in being too impa* 
ti/ent for her laft hour. When I endeavoured to (hew 
God's unchanging love to bis own peopk, flie Gud, 
•^ That is my mercy.** Frequently, in her dying drug- 
gies, (he faid, " Son of David, have mercy on mej 
come, come, my lovely Saviour, take me." About 
eigltf in the evemng, fbruggUng very hard, (he ikid» 
^ Looi» leave me not; Lord, help me;" and at length 
he heard bcr prayers, and at nine o'clockt 06:«ber the 
27th» and 40th year of her age» (he fell afloq) in the 
lovely Saviour, whom (he fo earneiUy longed lafter. At 
four in the afternoon, Odober 29, 1 799, her body was 
inteixed in the Prote(lant burial-grouod, Lt(boD*. 

Thus, dear Sir, have I giveo you fome little account 
of the L«ord'$ dealings with my dear wife. Should the 
Lord afford me liie happinefs of feeing you aad other 
valuable friendsy I may be more particular. In the 
mean time, 1 would beg to be remembered at the thfooe 
of ^race for that pecjpliar aid which oiir tender-hearted 
Saviour can vochlafe in thefe di(lre(fing momenta. May 
tiie Locd (aa&ify this providence to oie more and more^ 
{o that I may have more of the impreffioa of his blefled 
image on my mind. I muft fiion go the way of all flelh. 
What reafon have I to ble(s the God of love fer piovid- ». 
ing a recnedy for loft maa! But I have more reafon to. 
hlef& and pn(i(e him, for oiaiitfefting his love to my ua« • 
wc^thy foul, by his Spirit, thrqugh tbeSonof hislove; 
and I have every reafon to betbve, that my dear wife is 
only gone before me^Hnav I fay, to welcome the hour 
when my departing fpirit (ball take its fli^t to join with 
her amongft the millions of th|^ redeemed, .fingii^^ 
^* Worthy, is the Lamb that was (lain.** 

I remain, dear Sir, youra. 



\ 
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The ^bove is the only tnftarico of oiortality among ^ 

the Miffionaries themfelves, • during the -whole voyage, \ 

which, when all the dangers to whtdi they were expo^ 
arerecoUefted, mufi: be con(iderod a kind and interpofii^ 
Providence, . •. . 
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Tlie following Letter has h^u circulated By ihe Direct 
tors of tne London Missionary Society, 

Dear Brqtres, 

FULLY peffuadcd that ywi fed fts detp ^ conairA 
ier the iaterefts of the kingdom of our Lord as we 
do, and ire equally anxious to ^read the knowledge of 
hist &lvatioii, we think k our duty to eomniuriicate to 
you, as a iriend of the Miffionary Society, the fteps 
which they are purfuing, and the reafons Which have dn 
Teded their procedures. In order to this, it will be ne- 
cefiaiy to lay before you the meafoies they have already 
taken for the mofe eisteftfive diifuGon oC the truth 
throughout the w<»id; 

You will probably recdleffc; that our Society,- in eon*' 
junction with thofe of Edinburgh and Glafgow,- fent out 
each two Miffioaanes to Sierra Leone, for the purpofe of 
pettetrating into theFoulah country. Thefe, however^ 
found, when they arrived there, al] commuhieationMn-' 
teitupted, bywars which had brc4cen* out. In confer 
4]UettGe of which^ they <livided int6 three parties, with a 
%pwof empliayit^ their lsA>bur in the Vicinity of the co-» 
lony, waiting a favourable opportunity, if Providence' 
ihoiaid fo order, to piirfuc the objeft of their deftina- 
tioii. Three of thefe died on the coaft; a fourth fiiundf 
it necefiary to return. Mr. Brunton, in confequcnce of 
the death of Mr. Clark, the chapkirt of Sierra Leone, 
was appointed provifionally to fupply his place. Mr^ 
Gieig continues on the Rio Pongos^ with confiderable 
'hope offuctefs, and is to be joined by another Miffion- 
ary ixoc^ the Edmbufgh Society, ready to fail in a few 
days, ^e have alfo one yoi^g man now learning the 
Arabic language^ with an exprefs view to the interior of 
Africa, and who, we hope, by means of a tranflation of 
the. Bible into Arabic, to the printing of which we havtf 
fobicribed, may be the -inftrument of introducing the 
word of God into that long neglefted countty. . 
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At the Cape of Good Hope, the difpatches. from Di' 

' Vanderkemp, and his three aflbciate^ have been coi»* 

muiucated to you, and offer a profpcft which is veiy 

flattering. We are daily expefting farther advices from 

them. 

The intelligence received from Mr. Hillyard, our 
^llffionary at Twiliing^e, and the congregation under 
his care, is, as you vc^y perceivetby his letters, piomi^ 
ing. Ai^d the conununication from our Miftooary la i 
India, lea49 us to exped, that, before this time he has 
fixed upon a favourable fpgt for the coauxMDOeaient of 
his Miffionary labours. 

Of the miffion to the Southern Oceans you have bee& 
myde acquainted in our former communications ; and 
we have every reafon to believe, that the removs^ of a 
part of our brethren from Otahcite. to Port JackfoD,has 
been over-ruled for more abundant good, as we have 
intelligence from unfufpefked eye and ear-witneffes, who 
were at the colony with them during -four, months, that 
their labours and preaching were attended wilh very es* 
cours^is^ appearances of ufefulnefs. - Their opngrc^- ' 
tions were, numerous, and a confiderabie fubfoiption 
made already by their hearer^, for the eredion of one or 
more places 6i worftiip ; and a competent Appoindme^ 
offered them by the colonics and military, if they would 
open fchools, and undertake the tuition ^their children. 
Should it pleafe our merciful Lord to blefs their efforts 
amoi^ the Britifii inhabitants^ a great door of entrance 
might from thence be opened to Norfolk Ifland, or other 
places in its vicinity, as well as to the native heathen,. 
\^ho now frequent the colony; 

At Tong^taboo, nine brethren, ^we truft, continue U)-* 
labour in their vocation ; from whom» the only inlbrma* 
tion which we have received, came through an Ameri'* 
can Captain, who vifited the iiland not many weeks af- 
ter the departure of the Duff, and found them all w^U» ( 
as they had been left. 

. At Otaheite remain feven brethren and one fider, who 
have given the ilrongdll evidence of their devptednefs to 
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their wbrk» by their determination not to forfake their 
pcft; : Whatever might be the appreheniions of thole 
who departed j for their perfonal fafety, it is evident th^ft 
who reiolved to remain there could have apprehended 
none. 

Aft6r the receipt of the painful intelligence of the cap- 
ture o£ the Duff, and the removal of a j^rt of the ftp& 
lionaries to Port JbK:kfon^ a committee was appointed; 
coofifting of the^committee of correfpondence, the chair* 
lYum and deputy chairman of the other committees, wkh 
the addition <^- the Rev. Mefirs. Nicol and Steven § 
Meffrs. Syms, T. Wilfon, arid Ji Wilfonj for the pur* 
pofe of coniidering, 

* • I . The beft and fpeedieft nieans of iupporting the 
Iniffions already eftablifhed ; and, 
- ^ Of accofkipliihiog thofe fuggefted and recommended 
at the laft general meetiilg.- 

This committee entered on their work, September 
19, 1 799, when feveiai nliemoirs^ which had been drawn 
tip by members of the committee, were read, and kid oa 
the table, for confideration at the next rheeting. 

Septttnber 24. The following refblutions were in coi^- 
iequ<»t)ce adopted. 

■" Refolded, That from the encouraging reprefentatlon 
tnade by Dr^ Vanderkemp, and the ^cretary to the 
New Swth African Society, of the profpeA^. of ufeful- 
nefe in the vicinity of the^Gape, and aMa amon^di'iKIIaf- 
tres tod Bofhemen, &s well as of an introdui^Rn intd 
Madagafcar, it appears, that fix or eight unmarritsd 
Miffionaries (hou)d be fent to the Cape as ibon as con- 
venient after they are felcfted, three or four of whom 
(bould be Dutchmen, and an equal number Engiifh^ 
men ; that their deftination (hould have a reference to 
thefe different ilations ; biit that their fpecific appoint* 
ments (hall be the fubjeft of more particular regulation, 
previouily to their departure from England, or otherwife 
after their arrival at the Cape. 

Rcfolved, That the Committee of Correfpondence be 
requeued to prepare a letter to Mr. Ledeboer, infbrn»* 
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Kig him of the preceding refolution, and authbrifing Ifo 
Society with which he is connedked, to feleft three i» 
four fuitable perfons to fprm a part of that miffion ; and 
fto deiire him to inform us when they are likely to be 
ready. - ' 

Refolved, That of the Miffionaritt who may go to 
the Cape, one Dutch, and one £ngU(h at leaft, (kooid 
poflefs refpedatfle preaching abilities (or that ftation^ 

Refolved, That it appears advifable, that the miffion 
to India (hould be incfeaied by oae or two more iodtvi* 
duals, as fooa as ictch aoa^ be foimd, who aie qualified Iot 
the Miffionary fervice in that partr 

Refolved, That it appears defirable that two fuitable 
joung men (hould receive inftruftion in the Arabic 
tongue, and in Turnery, with a view to qualify difimfos 
Miffionaries in thole countries^ in Afia or Afirica, where 
that language is underilood. 

R^^eding the miflioa ta the South Seasy it was le- 
iblved to wait till advices fliould come from Capt. Rol^ 
ion, which (hould afcertain whether he eoukl pioceed Ott 
his voyage or not. On his Kturn, the deliberations wem 
fefumed ; and confidering the iin(hakea (ideiity of the 
brethren who abode at their feveral (hitions ; remember* 
ing the folenin pledge of the Society to them, in our laft 
Addrefs, afTuring them, '^ In the prefen^ of God^ and Um 
holy angels^ never tojorget] negieSy or wilfiUly dekrtthemJ* 
On^efe and other grounds, the Committee tek the im- 
periouAlaims they had to our attention, and came to 
the following relblution : " That the brethren in the 
South Sea Iflands (hall be vifited." 

The beft and fpeedieft method for ac€ompli(hing this 
became naturally the next (ubjeA of inquiry. Three 
methods were fu^eiled, and inqutrite and eftimates 
made. 

I. By a South whaler; but it was found, that theex- 
penfe of taking out four Mi(fionaries, and landing at the 
different iflands, would amount to the fum of 2786).— 
This plan being fo expenfive, uncertain, and tapableof 
affording fo little help, was rejedtcd. ' 



i The othdr two w^e MXt confidered, of a {mall ihip 
of our own^ of 1 50 toiis ; or of a much larger, to con« 
Tey 100 perfons, and xieCurDj tf poffibie, with freight, 
Both thete modes were canva^ed, with their advantage 
and <di(ad vantages, difficulties and ezpenfe. 

t In thjs'ftate of indedfioa, an unforeieen providentiai 
4»pe«ing, made by the owners of the Royal Admiral, ^^ 
•gaged our attention ; and it wa& refolved to* depute a 
Sub-conumttee to converfe with the owners, and receive 
{Sui exfdicit |)rqx)ial in wii^i^ from theou 

The foUowing was witbiii a few days given :~~« 

Dear Sir, Guiljdford-Jhreety Dec. 7, 1799. 

^* I RECEIVED your note, covering the proportions 
of the Miffionary Society, relative to taking our Mifli- 
cmaries to the South Seas, and have (hewA the lame tot 
Several of the gentlemen concerned in the Royal Admi* 
ral, who all ezprefs their, readinefs to promote the So- 
ciety's views to their fuUeft extent, and on the.moil rea* 
ibnable terms; and therefore authorife me to fay, they 
MB willing to take any number of Miffionaries tp Ota- 
lieite, not exceeding fifty, for tluee tbpufand poinds $ 
or to go to Tongataboo with teQ, • for one. thoufaud 
pounds, iul^e£t to the permifiion of theXranfport Board* 

With refped to briiig^ng any of them back, that muft 
depend upon circumftanccs, according to the time they 
are living on the fiiip, and ipace which their baggage 
may occupy (for whidi areaibnable allowance will ,be ex* 
pedted, as well as for demi^'rage after a reafonable term, 
to be limited to (ee them fettled), at the end of the voy«* 
age. Youn^ &c. 

GABRIEL GILLETT." 
This letter, with their. roport, the Committee pre* 
iented to the Dire<5toi^, and it underwent a long difcui^ 
iion ; but coniidering its great importance, they adjourned 
the dedfion for €iae week, till the Monday following, 
and ordered every Dirp&or in town to be fummoned, 
for the expiefs purpofe of the fulleft inveili^tion. On 
the day appointed, thelargeft number of Piredors evei: 
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aiTembled met, with many others who had been in tbat 
pfHce. 

The following refolutions were moved and feconded, 
long confidered, and carried, nm. con. 

Refolved, That Miffionaries, to the number of ten, 
• and not exceeding thirty, be fent to the South Seas ; 
paxt of therti to be left, either at Port Jackfon, or at 
Norfolk Ifland \ part at Tongataboo; part at Otahette; 
and part to be fent afterwards, from one or other of the 
places fpecified, to the Marquefas, and to the Sandmch 
Iflands (as opportunity fliall offer), the proportion .to 
each place to be fettled afterwards. 

Thus, dear Sir, have we detailed to you fully the pro- 
pecdings of your brethren, which, we hope, will be gra- 
tifying ; and have only to add, that the Royal Admiral, 
it is fuppofed, tirill fail in March. It is deiirable to fend 
^s maoy proper perfons as we can procure, with thole 
who are already accepted, as the ezpenfe will be neady 
the fame.. They (hould be men of a Miffionary ipirit, 
wl>ofe.copverfation you have known, and approved. aa 
faithful. . Men of a meek and lowly mind j willing to 
£11 the place . allotted to them, without murmuric^or 
i^itvy4..rQady;;to. endure difficulties, and facrifioe iadul- 
genp&sv willing to labour with their hands, and (hen: 
ipxamples qF induflry among th^ natives; and by their 
lives and tempers, to manifeft the bieffedncis of that 
Chriftianity which they arc appointed to inculcate; and 
fcheerfully engaging to fubmit to the regulations e^ntiil 
(o good order in the ieveral places of their abode, as is 
more fully {latcd in our late addrefs to thofo who ofifer 
for Miffionary labour, and which was publifhed this 
jnoath in the Supplement to the Evangelical Magazine. 

It now remains <that yoq^ brother, affiO; us in the ex- 
ecution of the plan propofed, that the number of fiuth* 
ful and devoted fervants may be ready for embarkation 
againft the time propofed. We Ihould-have been happy 
if your local iituaiion had admitted qs to be favoured 
with your prefence, and affifted by your intelligence. 
We thank you kindly for all your cxprcffionsof fympa- 
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#hy» and readinefs to repair our loffes, as well as fDr your 
prayers, which, we truft, have entered into the cars of 
our God and Father.. We in treat their continuance with 
jgncreaiing ardour, deeply' feniible of all human infuffi- 
ciency, and conicious that the great head of the church 
alone, the J^rd Jeius Chrift: himielf, mufl: gut forth his 
Owa divine power, or vain is the help of man. . But if he 
l^ill work, none can let it s and his flrength (hall be 
inade perfeft in weaknefs. By order, ^ 

Alexander Wauoh, 

Chairman to the Committee, 
Die, 26, I799« 

1 '■ .. . 

SOUTH SEAS. 

ON the 19th of June, 1799* arrived in London, 
William Crook, Miffionary, from the Marqiiefas.* 
It is not eafy to dcfcribe the.furprize which this event 
-excited in the breach of all who were made acquainted 
therewith. We have no doubt but otir readers will be 
anxkms to be informed of the grounds of fo unexpefted 
a circumftance. Ever ready to gratify t^em to the ut** 
moft of our ability, wehaften to lay before thetii an out** 
^ line' of the inforn^ation we have been able to coWeft. 
• : Mr. Crook reports, that during the firfl fix months 
of his refidence at Chriftina^ h« fuffered confiderably 
ftxtfn hunger,' arifing from the prjCfvious improvidence of . 
the natives, but was ^treated kindly by the chiefs, who' 
jet him partake of their fcanty morfel. About eight 
months dter the departure of the EhrFP, an American 
veflfdy trading to the ttorth-weft coaft of America, an* 
chorDd in Refolorion-Bay, by the Captain of which he 
fent home his Journal. Another of the fame country, 
bound tor China, appeared off the ifland four months af- 
ter. On board of this veflel Mf. Crook went, with the* 
dcfign to inquire what tountry (he was of, and to write 
home; but the ^ind coming frefh from the mountains, 
the (hip was unable to work mto the harbour, and was 
parried to leeward. This circumftance prevented the 

^ Sec Captain Wilson's letter, Page 60. 
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i«tum of Mr. Crook, who requefted the C&ptain to 
carry him to Sir H. Martyn's, an ifland which lies about 
fij(ty miles to the north*weft. The Captain, who,as weU 
as the Captain of the former ihip, was extreiqely kind^ 
bore away, and land^ him on that fpot. 

Here the natives, adonilhed to find; a white man fpeak 
in their own language,^ received him, thoi^h deftttate 
of eveiy thiflg but what he had oo, with the greateft 
cordiality ; and, till he difluaded them from the extra* 
Viagant opinion, Confidered him as a god. The prioci* 
pal chief immediately made bim his Ts^o, and fupplied 
him with > prpfuTe liberality. In a (hort time he ob« 
tained a l^e piece of ground, ftocked with bread-fruit, 
cocoa-nuts, ami the tarro»roots, which he endofed witli 
a bamboo-fence, planted, and built ahoq^ upon it* 

After a refideace of (even months, the (hips Euphrat 
tes and Butterworth, both fouth-v^alers from London, 
put in for refreftiments, to whom he was of confiderable 
lervice, as interpreter, as well as in procuring for them ^ 
plentiful fupply. Defpairing of feeing the £ip Duff in 
this iiland, he thought he could beft jerve the cauie by 
^ returning (hoping to arrive in England before flie left it), 
and by representing to the Diredors the real i^e of' 
the whole groi4)e of the M^niueGis, together .with the 
propriety of feiKling more Miffionaries, who, by exhibits 
ing a form of Chriftiaft economy, might induce the na- 
tives, from what they Ihould fee in dom^ic life, to pay 
greater attention, to the in(tro£tions given them. Tfa» 
he judged might be facilitated by his knowledge of thi: 
language and cuftoms 'of the people, with which hft 
could make them acqua(ated» ia fome meaj&ve, on thq 
voyage. , f 

It fo happens, th|t every meafure which he recom*^ 
mends has been adopted by the Dire&ors, whofe Miffi- 
onaries, about ten in number, beiides women, will be 
greatly difappointed, when they find him not there, and 
whofe lofs, for want of an interpreter of his defisaription, 
will be feverely felt. However, we hope, in regatd to 
the main objedt, no other evil will arife fron this unex* 
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fMiiEted events than that of retailing their operations for 
.a fhort time. Our concern in other refpefts is le6, as bjr 
the account be brings it is now certain, that Europeans in 
all this groupe will be deceived with the mo(t cordial wel* 
come ; and with the fmalkil attention to cultivation^ 
will always be fupplied with abundance. 

Sir H. Martyn's liland, he rqprefents to be 'by hr the 
beft fituatea for Miffionary refidence, both m regard to 
fertility, cultivation, and kind u(age. ' 

The kinds of fruit foiond at Otaheite^ grow here in 
great plenty. The whole country' abounds with frelh 
water fprin^ and rivulets, which conduce nciuch to^the 
promotion of v^tation, and give it the preference in 
this refped to Toi^taboo. In the higher lands, the 
ground, he conceives, might be made to produce firuits ^ 
and grains of various kinds ; and he recommends the cul- 
ture of rice, of which the natives are very fond, and might 
be fupplied with it in cafe of a fsulure in the crops of 
Ivead miit. 

* Thoi^ amoag the(e poor hofpitable ftrangers, dif* 
orders ofany kind are little known, yet numbers are cut 
off with continual wars, when tbofe who Ml in battle 
are generally baked, and fed vf)oii as a delicious repail. 
Mr. Crook laments, that though he could never be pre* 
vailed on to jokn in thefe quaiTtis, yet he had never fuf- 
ficient influence to check them. He is, neverthelefs, of 
opinion, that a body of Miffionaries would be able, in 
ag^t meaiure to prevent them, if not entirely. There 
are among them but very fiaiAt traces of government. 
Many are their gods ; but thofe held in highefl: venera- 
tion, are the ^p^rted fpiritsi of their chiefe. Of an up- 
per and lower phK:e, where the fouls of the dead refide, 
they teve foise notions, but thefe are extremely con-» 
fufed. They appear to be ftrongly attached to their fu* 
perditions, and to bring them to a knowledge of the 
goipel will be a work of time, exce(>t God fhould go out 
of the orfinary courfe in effedling it ; but he fuppofes 
much might be done t^ the (ettlemcnt of ten or twelve 
Miffionaries upon the iilaad. Thefi: are gpnej, ;md wiU 
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ht followed by many prayers. The bufbandtnui ImB 
long patience for the precious fruits of the earth, whick 
appear in their fealbiH and amply repay all his labours 
and expe&ations. Upon the wbole, we think the So- 
ciety niay be encouraged to perfevere, with an humble 
dependence on that arm, which can make the fough 
places plain^ and the crooked things (traight. *• 

The Captain of the Butterworth has brought over a 
fprightly boy, firft coufin to the chief of Chriftinai about 
fourteen years of age, who has been prefented to the 
Miffionary Society by W. and T. Curtis, Efqrs. owners 
of t^e fhip,who have alfo kindly refufcd to accept any ac- 
knowledgment for the. paflage of Mr. Crook. This na« 
tive, we learn, will be educated by the Society, and re- 
turn to his relatives with (bme future miffion. There i$ 
another youth from Sir H. Martyn's iiknd on board tho 
Euphrates, which is not yet arrived^ 
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SANDWICH ISLANDS. 

Ediniurgi, Dec. fjg^. 
WE have been favoured with the perufai of two let- 
ters, one of them dated from Owhyec, the chief of the 
Sandwich iflands, Auguft 20, 1798; the other from 
New- York, Auguft 27, 1799, which cont^n intereftii^ 
intelligence, in the event of a miflion being fent to thefe 
iflands. Our readers may depend on their authenticity* 
«* I thought it prudent," (ays the writer, " to rifle my- 
felf among the natives, rather than to proceed tofea again 
in the veflel, Ihe being then, through the hardfhips ofthe 
voyage, a perfedt wreck. So I lived happily with them 
twelve months, under the proteSion of the fecond chief 
on the iflands; and be made me proprietor of an im- 
menie trafl: of the fineft fugar-cane plantation in the 
globe. There are twenty-three white men altogether in 
the ifland* Some of them have been there eight years. 
We afe civilly treated lyy the natives^ The chiefs provide 
for us, and proteifl us. The natives have arrived at fome 
degree of civilization, through the vifitation of European 
fhips'- They appear puncloal in their foperftitions/' 
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tSSAYS ON THE SABBATH. 



feSSAY I: 
On the Rmimbranci of the Sabbathi 

THERE are few profd^oh of religion, who do ndft 
acknowledge the diuine inftitiition of the ^)3« 
l;>ath. £iut there are, it is to be feared, too many whd. 
little eonfider what their acknowledgment Implies an4 
exa£ts; Were we hot daily witneues of the fad, it 
would be almoft incredible with what eaie men make ai. 
genend prbfeffioni in dired contradidtion to the tenor 
<3f their lives* Thus, while thd morality df the Sabbath^ 
and the guilt of profaning it j are uhdifputed ; there is^ 
perhaps, no fin into which,, at this day, numbers, otber«( 
W\(t decent and apparently feligious, fall more habitd^ 
ally^ and with Jefs €ompun£i:ion« If^ to their ilntender- 
fiefs, you add the waiiton trai^|grefIions cff tbc^e to whom 
oil religion is a fubjed of misery, you mu(t be cqa* 
vinced, that the etil hath arifen to fuch a height, a» 
fliould make us tremble, while it makes us bluO>< 
The multitude of offenders hath, in fome meafure^ 
biafied public opinion^ and by dividing their iniquity, 
dimthifhed their (hame. Their example perverts thej 
unwary, and their crime grows bold by his fedudioo,^ 
But, lightly as this day of reft may be treated, its duties 
are exteifliye, its obligations important, and the neg- 
kft of them exceedingly provoking^ to the Moft Higlx 
God. As this fin abotxnds, Ure are called to double vi« 
Vol. I. No. 4. ♦A 
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gilance for avoiding it in purfelves, and difcountenancing 
It in others. It is the voice of Jehovah, not lefs em- 
phl^ic in his providence than in hisVord, " Remember 
the Sabbath day to keep it hohP* Eifod. x^. ?. H b 
iforthy of remark, ^at no otiief comtnandtr/ent ts in* 
troduced with that folemn caution, remember: not be- 
caufe any other is lefs facred, but becaufe no other is fb 
liable to be flighted. While the reft of the law is, at all 
times, of equal obligation ; this "branch of it relates to a 
particular fcatfon« The reftridion being founded on a 
pofitive ordinance, by which God hath appropriated, as 
his own, a certain portion of our time, it has not the 
lame guardianfhip of patvrat confcience. The duty, 
indeed, of worlliippingour Creator, and of worfcipping 
him at ftatcd peripds, is* ii^ itfelf, as deoionftrable as any 
Other.. Byt, had t^^ fealbn been left difcretiowry, f very 
^ne, if he obferved the duty at all, would have adjuftcd 
it to his own donyenience. orinclinaiion, and thus; all fo- 
<fial religion, and, with if,* all found morality, Would 
ikortly have been banifhed frpm the wofld. It was, 
tliorcforc, rieccflary, not* only to bind men down to the 
cJbfervancc of a particular day, but to fix fuch ah em- 
phafis on the* appointment, .ias might, in fome meafurci 
ftipply the want. of an innate teftimony of confcience to 
the principles of immutable inorality. 

' Morcover,'as tlie Sabbath was made for man, and not 
man for the Sabbath, it is eafy to conceive how the car- 
nal mind,' by pcr^'ertiog-this doftrine, might defraud the 
Sabbath of its due. ToAeekfuch prefumption, God 
hath charged us to remember it, and hath therein taught 
BS, that he do^ not view pur treatment of it with indiP» 
fcrence, * • ' ' . ' 

* • • ' 

' But it IS not a fimple rccoUc(5tion of the Sabbath 
which comes up to the fcriptural fenfe of rcrucmberirig 
it. Let usy'tben, inquire more diftindly whut this part 
of the precept enjoins. 

I ft. In remembering th^ Sabbath day, we ^e to die- 
rijhp through the week an qff'eSfionale anticipation of its 
approach^ ofitsempbgyments^ anti of its privileges.' 
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• 
It It ^ fkUe opinion, that We have ti6 concern with the 

Sabbath before it aorive. Were our duty, on this Ukh 

jc&^ rightly undedtood, and did the attacbrtients ofthc 

lieart follow the light of tke underllanding, a ftirprifin^ 

transformation would be wrought in our condud. W( 

ihotiid not /lumber \h ft^getfulneis of that memorable 

day; nor banifh, as unfeafonable and impertinent, occa<^ 

iional thoughts of it through the wedk; nor fecretly re- * 

pine at aft incident which warns us that it is ne^r. W^ ^ 

would 'rather lay ourfeives open to ever^ influence v^iclt 

tould teca!, in a Kvely manner, the Sabbath which i^ 

' pafl, and place full in our viewt the Sabbath which is td 

tome. It argues ftrong depravity, when all the traces of 

this day's folemnities are obliterated with the fettir^ (iin^ 

imd the heart exults, that the houi^ of bondage is ovef, 

uxid that it will be feveral days before it can return. No ^ 

if we fcrve God at all, the Aearf muft be his. If we re- 

inembef bis Sabbath with that ju(t deference which h^ 

requires, and which it is our liappine^ to pay, ond ci 

cmr moil pleafurable reflections at the concluiton ot 

rfeach day of reft will be, that there are more in pro{pc(ft. 

It vroiild be grief infupportablc to a Chriftian, ^ere he 

doomed to (ojourn long upon earth, without the hope 

6f enjoying another Sabbath. Can it be otherwiie? 

White the children bf promife have, at all tinies, ac- 

cefe to their Father's prcfencc ; this, if I may fo (peak, ii 

his great day of audience. It is then, in the ailemblie^j 

of bis faints, that his living oracles are opened, and his 

Words of grace proclaimed. It is then that the voice of 

^ial fupplicatiob, of confeflion, and thankfgiving, in^ 

yokes bis throne. It is then that he aippears in the 

condefceniioA9 of his charafter as the God who heareth 

prayer. And the man who can look forward to fuch 

employments, and fuch privileges, without an elevated 

mind ; without any warmed affeftions ; with a fpirit of 

diflatisfa6):ion and of gloom ; as he hath never taded that 

the Loftl is gracious, fo be does not, cannot remember 

the Sabbath day to keep it holy. 

1, Due remembrance of the Sabtiath implies fie fre^ 
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vious adji/fimef^cf our imnpora/ affairs^ fkai they mayHuf 
interfere with its duties. 

' .TVith too many, even among the mote reputable cbU^ 
fes of profe^ng chriftians, time is, on thift point, a cul- 
pable negied. They will not, in4eed» I'lkQ fome of their 
gracelefs neighboi^rs^ equally regardleis oi God's comr 
inaiidmenty and of the^r own mercies, diibonour iho 
Sabbath, by dire£^ and open profanation. They will 
not fquander it in idle amyfen^ent, nor devote it to t> 
cular gain y but they :vre not fufiiciently cautious in le* 
gulating the occupations of the week$ foas tp prevent 
encroachment on the weightier duties pf the L,ord*'s day. 
I fpeak not of thofe providential occurrences which lie 
ivithout the reach of human foreiigbt, But certainly, ii^ 
in arranging worldly concerns, no regard is (bcwh to th^ 
cnfuing Sabbath ; if, through want of oidipary prudence^ 
the .principal part of the week be trifled away, or ooa* 
fumed in buiinefs which might be fpeedily difpatcfaed« 
o; CQAveniently deferred ; while bufineis which demandj( 
time and labour, and which cannot, without detriment^ 
be poiilponed, is left to the.clofe of the week, when there 
IS not leifure to finifli it, and we then apply to it, till» 
perhaps, the n>onitions of confcience tear us away ^ we. 
t£lt mofl improperly, not to fay, moft criminally. This 
is to lay fnares for our own foul; ; nor is it probable, 
(hat, in fuch circumltances, we will j^e prepared for (anc^ 
|ify ing the Sabbath . 

To this branch of duty beloqg^ the feaibnable atteor 
t^on to food, to fuel, to clothing, and other particulars 
pf doineilic management, which are often overlooked. 
becaufe ^hey are fmall, but vihigh^ nev^rthelefs, become^ 
when overlooked, fources of fin before God* 

I may not omit mentioning here, a common fimlt io^ 
planning and executing journies* Theie are too g^ne« 
rally accommodated only to fecular bufinefs. Without 
jconfidering that the affairs of men muft bow to the or« 
dinances of God, even profeflbrs of religion ardxrharge^. 
aole, on this ground, with much irreverence to his hxAy, 
^ay. When Ihut out, by detention pn thesKftdi &QP^ 
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^"^hofe facred offices in whidi^ they ought to place their de- 
light, they confole themfelves, and quiet their confci- 
cnces, by pleading neceffity: While, at the fam^ time, 
they know that it was in their power, if they had had the 
inclination, to avoid the neceffity itlelf. 
- On thefe, and%nilar fubje(^s, we (houid improve 
our very weaknefs as an argument of caution. For it is 
jtvident, that thddiftr£i£tions'ofworI41y care cannot con* 
£ft with the tranquil and fpiritual exercifes of the Sab- 
4)ath. Faultinefs here will produce, even in the pious 
^nd, a perpetual conftiA, an incongruous mixture of 
ienfe with fpirit; of earth wtttt^heaven, of duty with fin. 

3. An efiential duty implied in remembering the Sab* 
bath day, is the preparation of our hearts for its acceptable 
^Jervame. 

He hath attended very little to the nature of fpiritual 
^orfliip,- and to the influence of carnal occupations, who 
iuppofes that he can, without difficulty, exchange the 
Jatter fof the former* The moil circumfpe A chriflian 
iwill often find rude and vexatious intrufion from thofe 
meaner anxieties which he wifhes to leave far behind. If 
miy of my readers are ftrangers to fuch embarraflments— ^ 
4f to difcipline the heart for God's day of reft has never 
been to them a laborious ta&, let them not exglt in 
their fuperior attainments. Th^ enjoy this eafe, not 
becaufe they, fandify the Sabbath more effeAuaily than 
othen \ but becaufe they do not fandify it at all. They 
}ie unto their Maker wtth their lips, while their harlot 
aflfedions luft after mammon. Alas ! how vain are out 
im^inations! how unworthy our views! how llightly 
are we impflefied with the folemnity of the circumftan* 
ces in which 'the &iMmth places us! Our time, our 
peribhs, our fervices, are then peculiarly confecrated to 
Qod, with whom is terriile Majejfy^ and we come be<« 
fore him with cardefihtfs, if not with levity — ^to God» 
"^ho is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity ; and we come; 
befcM*e Bim with Numbering confciences and polluted* 
)^eacts-~to God, whofi name is jealous^ atKl who will r^** 
4?f^iis rehtkes with James of fire ^ and we come befbw 
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him as thofe who have neither homs^e to offer, nor e vib 
to deprecate ; who neither aik his favour, nor dread Im 
frown 1 Were we called to tifit, on a queiUon of deep 
concernment, one .of our fcilow-creatures exalted far 
above us in earthly rank, we would frequently rcvoLre 
before-hand, the nature of the intei^iew, though an in« 
ferview with a man who (hall die, and the (on of maa 
3vho (hall become as grais : and when we approach th^ 
King eternal, ia whofe fight all fublunary diftin&iora 
are loft in the common infignificance; approach to con* 
ver(e before his feat on our immortal interefts ; (hall we 
do it with no awe upon our fpirits, nor a previous thought 
how we (hall appear ? A heart reeking with the world, 
is very unfit for the fublime and heavenly contempfair 
tions for which the Sabbath is eminently allotted. If^ 
then, we would remember it, fo as to be, tn any defira- 
ble degree, prepared for it, we fhould retire into our own 
b^Toms, and examine how matters (land between us and 
pur God. So many mercies to be recogntzed^-fo many 
wants to be fupplied — fo many (ins to be forgiven — fo 
much defilement to be cleanfed-^Ihould fill us witl^ 
profound fertoufnefs and humiliation ; (houid impel at 
to flee to the fountain c^ned for (in and uncleanneis--« 
•nd to implore the fpirit of adoption, to feal on our con* 
feiences our part in Chrift. O how enviable, how di« 
▼ine, to enter on the Sabbath in evangelical innocence \ 
and to experience, in commemorating the refurredion 
tH our Lord Jefus, a renewed refurre(^on to a livii^ 
hope ! (To be continued.} 

The Irreligion of Chriftians reproved by a Pagaih 
y^ N European who lately failed to India,' writes thus 
/^ to a friend in England : " When we put in at 
Diamond harbour, fome of the natives came on board, 
when one of our of&cen, with profane oaths, abufed 
them for their fubjedion to their Bmmins;'* and faidj 
•^ We don't care for our priefts in England — we do a^ 
wc pleafe.*' Noy no, (faid the firft Hindoo that fpokcf 
in. my hearing) you En^lijh care for noihing bnt tnoney'^ 



•1 



. • i -^47 ) ' 



'•. > 



• LETTERS ON mPIDEUTY. 

Transbted from the OcrMun. 

Preface". 

T Iove*relmottas muck as I do my own bappiiiefs^ Md I ^ 
fi&vey it with the fame eye with which a traveller^ whf 
fees different ways hefore him^ feeks th$ right way^ 
, Here are the fruits of my meditations. They w^re orij 
*' ^ina/fy, letters, in which I was acciiflomed to cpn^municatt^ 
to a dear friend every th^ng that I obfervedfrom tim€t$ 
time, tlift I reckoned worthy of attention', ai^dlpublifk 
them in their original form of letters^ as I think that^ 
truth always appears mqft lovely in the plainfS drefs. 
If men w^uld make it a law to themf elves, mver to wxit^ 
on anyfubjeSl, on which they could fay nothing rf import.-^ 
,. ^nce^ . that had not been faid long before, fo many wholg 
^ fyflems wotfld not have been ^ipritten. TH reader, there^ 
/ore, need not wonder that he finds ofdy a few 0rticles it^ 
, this c^lkdion -, tie reafoH of which %vas only that I j. 
, thought I eould not fay at^y thing of ei^Ml^ itnportancA 
' on the otner truths of the chriftian religion^ 
Praflical chriflianity is the ,otUy true chrijiiamtyy and if 
one is o^e convinced of this, he willbe.niuclif. difpofedtq, 
turn fil his diligence that wa\^ " How Uitle did th^ 
\ ^* heathens., know if God i yet how m/ich didi not theyl 
^* " (ft en do I On the other hands h(/m muc^ dogs a chrifi 
. " tianknfi^]of Gofi? and how litth does h doV — i 
'the following letters were ocfqfioMdbythis.obfervation^ 
and their object is too interejit^ for mi not to continue 
, to meditate on it : but it will depend on thejttdgpmt of 

my reader, 'ij^jsf her J fhall continue to , write pn it. 

« 

, LETTER L 
' Dear Frieni>, . . , > 

J MUST acknowledge that I ^as in. ibme degree c<yip» 
ceroiid for y|Ou when you exc];ianged the little ^ace 
your former abode, for the facnou^ city in which yoa 
now ^sx. You l^now hipw difikujt it i5%.amw3^ ^k 
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ther to fee the world too little nor too much. Onif 
I obfervet from what you write, that I have nothii^- ta 
fear for you on that head. 

When one has once found the proper (iation fironi 
which a pidfcure can be viewed, he may, without incoa* 
veniency or hatord of miftake, remove froiti one corn^ 
to another* You will fee the fair nothing of luxury ia a 
thoufand different dttitades, and a thouiand fools that 
are bewitched by it, willing to be eitvied by you ^ but t 
can eaiily imagine with what a pitying took you will fur* 
vey them, as you did not go to fee people of this fort. 
How eagerly will you haften away from them to the un* 
adorned and quiet clofets of the learned, where there is 
not much to be (tt% but a great deal to be leartfed ? 
And how many great learned men does your city con- 
tain ? I think I fee your eyes fixed on the lips of the 
Eeat man whom you went to vi(it ; and that you always 
ok. greater in proportion as your niind is enlarged, fo 
that it tsdifEcuIt not to envy you at prefeht. 

But can you expeft, my friend, that your fouf Will 
find entire fatisfadiioft from this great man ? I doubt it/ 
Socrates was not called the great, but the wife. Ybu 
iaay expert to go away from many a learned man, juit 
fuch as you came to him. But the foul may be happj 
with the wife, when it is wearied with the teamed^ 
Pray inform me of the wife men of your city, for I knoir 
your learned men already. Exert yourfelf not fo much 
to become what man may become, but to become wW 
man ought to be, and preferve yo\ir fair foul from the 
enthufiafm of the learned. 

But I muft talk with you at greater length. There 
are fome learned men who are all mathematics, others 
that are all hiftory, and others that are all metaphyfics. 
What fort of men are tbefe ? Men who^ if I may (av fo^ 
exift, not by themfelves, but only by their learning;, 
as with them the man is only the accident, and learn« 
ing the fub^tancc. They have fo many things io think 
on, that they have not time to will any thing, fo that 
tbey have never advanced one foot in the way of their 






duties, and one can almoft as little fay of them thai 
they have performed any of their duties, as that they 
have tranfgreffed them, 'They are nothing biit know*. 
ledge; and knowledge, pi'operly fpeakingj is neither 
good nor bad. Now you may eafily judge how great 
a man can be^ who is neither good nor bad/ Yet it* is 
diverting to obferve how people go to work, in order td 
^ivi k chafafter to thefe great' men after their deaths^ 
who had none in their iife^timei They make life of 
Itf bitrary aflbciations, and feleft the gfeateft virtues that 
they can think of, for the g;rcat man, with which, if hd 
had them, he would indeed bt not a little adornedi 
They bodft of his revdrence for the Deity^ if he wai 
only never hcdrd to feoff at religion; They boaftiof hii 
ft&bility' and his humanity, only becaufe he was neve^ 
known to* have beaten any of his neighbours^ And 
how lucky is it that application and itiduftiy are of thcf 
number of the virtues 1 for on theft the panegyrift may 
enlarge at oleafure, becaufe here tfutH fpcaks in favour of 
the dteeaiedi At laft his refignation to the divine will i^ 
tnagmfkdi merely becaufe he did not Hve one ihomenlf 
longer thati it was the will of God that he fhould live ! ' 
Wifdorti is therefore the greateft and the trueft meritf 
of men^ It is the way to human happinefi. It is thafe 
which is to be moft cfteemcd in men. Wifdom is thd 
art of v^Hling that which we ought to will, and learning 
is only the art of knowing that which man is' capabW 
of knowings Nowj if man confifted only of an under- 
ftanding, but poflefled no will^ aind no defires^ learning 
would then be his whole happinefs^ BeaA likewife his wit* 
dom* But learning and wifdoiti are fo different fron* 
each other, that^a learned man may often be a fool, an<t 
an unlearned man may be wife* A learned man, whdr 
is not wife, is like a man whofe head is of a monftrou* 
bignefs, and his body the body of a dwarf, and thd 
greater that his learning is, he is a greatef monfterrf 
You know that it is an unnatural ftate, when the blood 
funs too ftrongly to the head ; but the condition 'of # 
karncid iman, who b not wife; 4$^ not k& petctnatutol 
Vol. 1- No, 4. • B . 
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in the moral world/ He is a man who, while he has 
been ufing his underftanding, has loft the ufe of his 
will. How well then can hfe be ? No better than a 
man whole veins in his head are ready to burft by fulnefs 
of blood, while his feet are ftifFwith cold. 

When I confider what is to be afcribed to a man of 
learning, and to a wife man, 1 find that decency, and the 
overcoming of (loth, is all that can be afcribed to a 
learned man : and when I inquire into the powers that 
overcome this obflacle, I find that a flrong natural ca- 
pacity, and a great deal of ambition, arc fufficient foe 
putting the machine of the underftanding m motion. 
Now, the firft of thefe can, in no proper fenfe, be im- 
putedl to any man, as providence deals it out as it pieafes. 
Ambition, therefore, muft \>t brought into the account. 
Do you fay alone ? Is it then fo difficult to be ambitious, 
cfpecialiy when our natural capacity fets'honour fo vifi- 
bly before us ? But now let us likewifc inquire what the 
wife man has in his favour that muft be afcribed to him. 
In the firft place, a fufficient illumination of the under- 
ftanding; and, fecondly, the infinitely difficult bufinefs 
X)f-dire(3:ing the will. Confider, that the will muft be 
able to wi// what it wi//s^ and that nothing except what 
I have willed, can be properly afcribed to me. But now 
you will fay to me, how many will tell you that the will 
fometimes wills what it would not, and does not will 
^hat it would ? 

■ viJeo melioray proboque^ 
Deteriorafequor. 

Here is the labyrinth of learning and wifdom. The 
unprefcribable rights of folly extend over all mankind, 
and its followers are much more numerous than is com- 
monly fuppofed. But if it gave no fatisfadion, it would 
foon be deprived of its power. 

You know, my friend, how highly I value the learn- 
ed. Under no other condition than this, that the writ- 
ings of the learned inftruft and pleafe me; 1 fay, under 
110 other condition than this, that I am fo willingly ia 
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<their company, and am almoft conftantly found amdng 
therfi, can I allow myfelf to be reckoned in their num- 
ber. So highly do I efteem them. I imitate that author, 
who tells us that he read the ancients with reverence, 
and the- moderns without envy. But learning (hall ne- 
ver be more valued by me than wifdom. It is, indeed, 
the neareft ftep to wifdom } for among all things that 
can be imagined, I know none that approaches fo near 
to wifdom as learning does. From learning there is 
-only a ftep to wifdom ; but alas ! there is alfo but a ftep 
to folly. And to exprefs its relation very briefly, what 
knowledge is to tlie other faculties of the foul, that is 
wifdom with regard to learning. It is the director of 
men. Learning without wifdom, is like the fwift mo^ 
tion of a (hip that has loft its rudder. A learned man, 
who is not wife, ought to be ^s much pitied as admired. 
As in the hiftory of nations, -fometimes heroes, and 
fonietimes public 'benefadors arife, fo fometimes abili- 
ties, and fometimes moral virtues are moft efteemed. 
Our age feems to be the age of talents. And although 
it like^ife morali^s on every thing, that is no contra*^ 
di&ton to what I have faid of it. The metaphyiician 
moralizes, and applies to the hearts of his readers, when 
he cannot convince their under(taAding, The hiftorian 
moralizes ; and what better can he do, when he has not 
much to relate ? The ancients exerted their eloquence 
in order to reform men's manners. But we feem to talk 
of the reformation of manners only to fhow our elo- 

3uen9e. ,It is. well done to ftudy geometry, not iaor- 
er to meafure, bat in order to learn to think juftly! 
But it is very wrong, when men ohly talk of morals, to. 
iexercife their eloquence. Such a thing nfiighf, perhaps^ 
be* fit for ftudents of moral phJlofophy in an cxercife,' 
but not for a man to whom virtue is facred. Wneih t 
teadthe old orators, I can obferve that it was not their 
objedt merely to be admired. This wopld not content 
them; they expefted aftions, and not appls^ufes,. Au 
orator, who produces no' other eff^ft in the minds of his 
hearers, except to make them admire him, defervcs 
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pot the naine of an orator. Eloquence is never more 
beautiful than when it drs^ws the hearers away from the 
orator to the things which he recommends. Tbef 
oudit not to have time to admire the orator, but to be 
employed about themfelves. They ought to foi^gct 
the orator for his fubjec^s ^nd an honeft orator wiihes 
to be forgotten. When will we begin to eftimate the 
Jlrength of our eloquence by the greatnefs of its e^e<5b ? 
I know no other {landard, and the ancients knew no 
pther. Do. you know any othef? For my own part, 
at lead, although the world had read with adtniratioui 
twenty volumes of my fern^ons, I would, doubt, notwith- 
ilanding, whether I had fulfilled the rules of facred do* 
fluence. On the other hand, if I had, by my fermonSi 
piade only ten (inners become good men, I would think 
the value of niy eloquence far better decided. But 
pore of this afterwards. 

(To be tontimed.) 



0» the Coming of tie Redeemer's Kingdom ; snd tke 

tication of Religious Msgazines as ike mqfi likely Mean 
r: t^ promote thai Event* 

' Come, Lord, and added to thy many crown^ 
Receive yet one, as radiant as the rest, 
Dae to thy last and most effiedual vork, 
Thy wpxd ful^li'4| the conquest of a vtmHA \ 

Cpwfp«, 

GOD has protpifed that Chrift's kingdom (hall "^n^^ 
and the faints, without exceptiqn, pray that it 
may be increafed. It 0\aU. cotne* j\U the attein^^s of 
hell and earth, whether proceeding^ frpn:^ violence or det 
f^it, cannot obftruft the joyful event, Divioe predic* 
ttons, which have, in forn^er times, fqpported the faitba 
and itnin^ated the hope qf tbpufands, have- been accomt 
plifhed to ol;hers in fucceeding ages. Both have been 
gainers. The firft had the advantage of believing an4 
^yref^lin^, and the laft d" the ^d^ual accoii^pliQia^eat 
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oi the falutary promtfe. Time9> paft reckoning, - bate 
faints, in former periods^ cried for the accomplifhment of 
that precious prediftion, Ifa. lix. 19. ^' So (hail they 
fear the name oi the Lord from the weft." America now 
ei\joys.the accompliflimeat, and, we hope, multitudes 
yet unborn, will rejoice and exult. We are aflured, that 
the Redeemer will be celebrated from the rifing to the 
letting lun, and that bis name fhall endure for even 
His kingdom will come. Oppojitifm may be great, but 
in his day of power (hall fall before the breath of his 
mouth, as autumnal leaves before the roaring wind: 
However well concerted, the plans of all who oppofehis 
intereft, (hall be turned into foolKhnefs. On earth tHc 
people imagine a vain thing, and he that fits in Heaven 
laughs. He knows all the defigns of his enemies, and 
can nip them in the bud, on blaft them wheit fully 
blown. His hand is invi(ible, but almighty. Friends 
fnay be few, and inftruments for carrying on the great 
work, feeble, but they are workers t<^ether with God, 
and might be fucce(sful. Favoured with fuch a look 
05 Gideon of old, they (hall gp in that their ftre&gth, 
^d thra(h mountains of oppofition fmall as chaff. Ap* 
pear anus may be ^inft Zion. Tempeft-tofTed,. and 
diftant from the de(ired haven, (he may apprehend her- 
felf in imminent danger, but (he is fafe; (he has caft 
anchor within the vail, and (hall weather every (lorm. 
The fituation .of the diiciples, on a certain occa(ion, is 
expre(fiveof Zion's wor(t condition^ They were at fisa* 
The winds blew, and the (ea raged. Exertions foemed 
pfelefs, and they were threatened with immediate de« 
ftruAion^ Jefus was with them — but he was aileep. 
The boifterous winds, the da(hing washes, and reeling vef* 
fel could neither difturb or awake him. The firfi needy 
cry of his ^iftreiTed difciples was inftantly attended to, 
^Bd their fafety was preferred to the reft of his holy hu- 
inan nature. He fpake with authority, and the ele^ 
IBents were hu(hed. Hail, fnow, vapour, ftormy winds 
(lo fully keep his word. Inftead of harm, the difciples 
gipt gireat good 1;^^ the (ix>rmt Having h^d their maT-* 
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ter command the winds and feas, they knew him better, 
and their faith was increafed. It is cxadty (o with Zion. 
Should hefeem to fleep, ftili Jefus is with her. He has 
faid, I will never, never leave thee, nor forfakethcc, and 
her name is, the Lord is there. He who fleers the 
helm, manages every ftorm. Tl>e mod unexpected can y 
not furprize him, and the moil tremendous cannot alarm 
him. He is Lord of all. 

Drawn by one who could neither err nor miftake, Da- 
vid's charaftcr is the man after God's own heart. Among 
other reafons, he is fo called, becaufe he turned every 
' objcdl and event into a fong of praife in honour of his 
Lord. God does all things for his own glory, and Da- 
vid {%red up all that was within him, and invited and 
urged all arornd him to praife the Lord. He deter- 
mined that his mouth (hould never ceafe, and be gave 
the creation around him no reil. He invited the angels, 
and indeed every creature. Among many .other places, 
fee Pfal. cxlviii. and when he could do no more, he often 
broke off with, HallelujaI 

But if David had not been very much in prayer, be 
had neither been fo fitted, nor (b much inclined to 
praife. A mercy greatly needed, and eameftJy fought, 
when obtained, fills the heart with gratitude, and the 
mouth with priife. David was a man of prayer; and 
one petition went deeper in his heart, and was more fre- 
quently in his mouth' than all others. It was the funi, 
the amount of all he deiired, that Chrifl's kingdom 
might come. If this was granted, the prayers of David 
^ the fon of JeflTe were ended. See that mofl beautiful 

1 and heart *ravilhing Pfalm, Pfal. Ixxii. Succefs to the 

.' kingdom of the I^rd Jefus, was the centre of his de- 

lires. However -diftreffing* his own fituation was, if 
Zion profpered, all was well ; without this nothing could 
iktisfy him ; if this was granted, whatever was denied, 
he was happy, tuned his harp, and praifed. 

Like David, all the Lord's people (hould intercft 
themfelves in Zion's fuccefs. They are born from above, 
and have been made to drink into onq^fpirit. But the 
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iove of many waxes cold. In our degenerate and luke^ 
\varm age, few can fay, " If I forget thee, O Jerufalem, 
let my right hand forget her cunning." Now, alas ! all 
inind their own things; few the things that are Chriil's* 
"Were we influenced as we ought to be, by exarhples of 
aftivity in (erving, or alacrity in fuffering, we fhould be 
compaffed about with a cloud of witndfes, much more 
numerous than when Paul fpoke of them. We have Mofts 
and the prophets, Chrift and the apoftles, and an innu- 
merable company of martyrs, who,,to promote the Me* 
diator's intereft, cook joyfully the fpoiling of their goods, 
and refifted the oppoution to it, even unto blood. Ever 
before us, thefe examples fliould animate our hearts, 
quicken our pace, and render us indefatigable and perfe«» 
yering. We (bould even learn from Chrift's enen^j^. 
Fas eft et ab. hojie doceri. How laborious and unrelent- 
ing are they in their oppofition 1 Inflead of making them 
deHft, difappointments feem only to whet their malice, 
and render tbeif invention more fruitful, and their exer-* 
tions more vigorous. In diligence^ O Chriftians, let us 
imitate our foes! 

God's goodnefs to the faints is marvellous loving kind-« 
nefs. Delivered from the loweft hell by the blood of 
God, every foul ought, while flie has being, to praiie 
him, and labour to promote hisi intereft. Would they 
believe it, God and his people havono divided interefts. 
Hb and theirs are one. When Zion is in profperity, no 
faintcan.be deftitute. He may be tried, but his foul 
Ihall be as a watered garden. His bread (hall be given, 
and his water made fure. 

Called to exert themfelves in the Lord's caufe, inflead 
of prompt arnd ready compliance, the profcflcd friends of 
Chriil have a thoufand excufes. Ona tells us his abili* 
ties are fmall, and he muft be excufed. Another is fo 
much occupied about a pittance for himfelf and family, 
that he has no time. A third iniiils, that public exer-e 
tions belong to the facred fundions. On the day of bat- 
tle, an honellCaptain difdains to be idle ; but how would 
he relifii it, if private foldiers ihould refufe to fight, be* 
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caufc in an inferior ftation, and of Icfs abilities f When 
our great Mafter required an account of the talents, liis 
approbation and condemnation did not turn on the qua^n-^ 
tity, but the improvement and abufe. It is truth, and 
a truth* replete with mercy and confolation, that Chriil 
has appointed a ftanding miniftiy for perfefting his bo-, 
, dy, and that preaching thejgofpel is the great ordinance 
of God for advancing ChrifPs kingdom. But there arc 
ether means; and, inftead of fuperfcding thefe, like a 
powerful lever, the weekly preaching of the croft <y{ 
Chrift puts and keeps them all in motion. From thd 
higheft to the loweft, ihriftians of every defcriptiori 
ought, to the utmoft, to exert themfdves in promoting 
the Lord's work* For our encouragement, Cbrift's 
kingdom is of fuch a nature, that the wea^cft babe may 
do much to advance it. The noify and talkative pro-» 
feffor is not always the moft ufeful. Much is done bjr 
- prayer. The greateft and moft (hining talents^ moved 
and guided by the greateft meafures of grace, are not al- 
ways the moft^ fuccefsfal. The Lord is foverefgn j and 
fomctimes in certain performances there is too much of 
the creature for the Creator to adopt them- The Lord 
niakes ufe of weak, and foolifti things to confound the 
wife. Chrift condclcends to compare his church to k 
family, where there are young men tod babes, and where 
he himfelf is the Head and Father. Should a fire break 
out in any of our houfes, according to their age and abi- ^ 
lity, all would join in aftive endeavours to extinguiflt | 
k. Even a very young child might be ufeful. He could 
give the alarm; or, if incapable of this, the very dread 
that an helplefs infant might perifh, would awaken bow- 
els of affcftion, and excite to ftrong and vigorous eKr-' 
tions. Long has the chriftian bufti been on fire, the 
youngeft babes; in Chrift's family can cry. Lord fave us, 
weperifti! and believing prayeris all-powerful. Should* 
there be awakened finners in the place of breaking forth 
<5f children, Ibould they be as yet greatly unacquainted 
with believing prayer; this very confideration, that the 
pitfent may ht to them the crittcal moment, and turn** 
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\n% pant for eternity, fhould excite others to great a&i- 
vity iQ their behalf. 

At in a well regulated family, in Zioh every one has 
his ftatiof) 9nd pod of utility aifigned him, with th isin« 
junftion, •* Occupy till I come/* All Ihould be aftive 
in their own places. Reduced as the number of real 
chriftians is, did union, aftivity; and vigour prevail 
among them, Chrift*s kingdom would come. In pro-* 
{noting this good caufe^ the unlearned and poor can do 
fbmethingas welt as the learned and ridi. The two mites 
caft into the treafury by the poor widow were accepted^ 
and commended y and her fpirit and cdndu<El recorded 
to future ages OS moft examplary. Much might, and 
would be done, were there firft the willing mind. 
, Among others, you^ Sir^ can db fomething. I h^e 
beard that you intend to publifli a religious Magazine.* 
I wifli you fuccefs ; though unacquainted with you, I 
hxypt ybur tnotives are pure; . I would iddrefs yoii ia 
the words of David to his Ton Solomon^ when charging 
bim to build a temple for the Lord, *'^A.rife, and be do- 
ing, and the Lord be with ^ thee." \Next to the ordi* 
liances of grace, religious Magazines bid £iir to be ufer 
ful. They are the counterpart of thc^. good news and 
glad tidings of falvation fent from HeaiVen to all people«. 
While thefe reveal and unfold the love'of God to finners,; 
Magaiztne^ lay c^n the love of men to the Lord. While 
the goijpel fets before Us the precious promifes, Maga-^ 
zines acquaint us with the performance. The forniei' 
i$ good news, from Heaven^ the latter from earth. Ia 
the firft, we learn the wondrous works of God for re- 
deeming his people ; in the laft, we a^e acquainted with 
the returns of gratitude made by the faints to their 
great benefador. ^ 

Magazines are fuit^d to peribns of every defcriptioa. 
Equally, though in different refpeds, they are a relasj^-* 
tion to the (ludious and the mechanic. They are more 
eafily obtained, and fooner perufed than larger volumes. 
They commonly do, and always (hould contain great 
variety. In one page we have a (hort and eaiy explica-; 
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tion erf feme leading dodriae. The next gty«*a Riuta* 
live of the furprifingconverfion of (ome harden^dftlner ^ 
a new and al{c<iting proof, botb of the power of* d|vine 
grace, and the faithfulnefs of God. Next, we ^ve lons6 
edifying extni6l:s, and (Iriking anecdotes* ^ter tbis^ 
we arc favoured with the experience- of one of two of the 
\|LiOrd's favoured people, who have, in the coorie of their 
*}ive9, met with ibme ftciking and remarjj:able difpen^i* 
lions of providence, ftfang;eiii themfelves, and ftiU more 
io in their feaionable conjundure with other events i 
aftonifhingin their effefls, and a furprifing proof of tb« 
Xiord's watchful car« over his people^ and making aU 
things work together for their good* After this, we are 
informed of the fucceis of the gofpd at home, and oi tb€ 
▼aiious miffions to diftant parts^ to proclaim to the 
heathens peace with God thpough our iiOrd Jefus 
Chrift, 

But, (hould this meet with your approbation, in fome 
future letters I mean to fend you fomething more par^ 
ticular concerning tlie nature, excellencies, and advaQt" 
ages of religious Maga^ine3, and the beft mode oi coo- 
. du<^iti^ them* Jt is aftonidiing that thef have had fo 
little fucceis in America. At preient, in Britain there 
are upwards of fifty ihoufand regular fubfcribcrs for reli- 
gious Magazine^. In that part of the world, there is 
evidently an accompliftmient of Dan. xii. 4. ** Many 
fliall run to and fro, and knowledge fhall be increafed.** 
That it were fo in this continent alfo, is a confummation 
devoutly to be wifhed. Surely in America there are many 
religious people* Have thefe no defire to be quickened 
tbemfelves, or to hear what God is doing in this event- 
ful period for. tlie fouls of others? The Icarcity of reli- 
•gious Magazines is no favourable fymptom. 
• Much, Sir, depends on you as an editor. Begin, be 
fttady. Let your eye be fmgle; be not difcouragcd; 
pay attention to your Magazine^ take care that the ef- 
ikys admitted into it be Ihort, fpirited, and elegant; al- 
ways give the preference to that compofition which is 
inc^ fimple and favoury. Enter not into heavy thedo* 
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iirft, produqe;* thirft 'fortlpfeh. periodical publicaitonsi 

axKi {henlktt$fy it, l\ i| the nature of the gofpcl to crc^ 

iite a thirA which itfelf alone can quench. The friendb 

of Jefus fhoukl ftrei^thcn your hands* Their ©wn in^ 

tereft is at ftake* In one way or another, rhey might 

Ml^be helpful. Some can compore*eirays, and they who 

cannot compofe, can read. Might not, (hould not, wiH' 

fK>t fome faint» in your fi^xt, give us an account of fcnnt 

remarkable difpenfation of providence, which has had 

unfpeakable influence on his lot in the world? An aged 

father might give us a concife hiftory of his experienceiu 

Another might give us a ifaort narrative of the remsrks^ 

l^e events which wiNre bleiTed, to bring a friend of his 

firom darknefs to light. But diredting others, I am afraid 

I may turn tedious myfelf, SPEilANS^ 



^tmmm 



A REMARKABLE CONVERSION, 

In leading men to Chrift^ the ways of God are unjeatchahk: 
in ordering the occafions and mfians of converfion^ his wtf 
dom and kindnefs Jliine moji glorioujly ; and when rare 
and fingular infiances of the mercy of God take place y 
they ought to be remembered and recited^ to the honour of 
pim^ who works for the fa Iv at ion ofjiuners in ways we 
know not. Thefollowing remarkable converjion^ a§ re- 
latedby the worthy Flavel, of Dartmouth^ may he^ 
acceptable tofuch of yot{r readers as have not perufedit. 

I amy your*Sy ^c, B. 

^ A SHIP belonging to Pool, in her return from 
jf^ Viiginia, called at Dai-tipouth. The furgeon 
of the lhip,.a ftout young man of twenty-three years of 
age, during the voyage, fell into a d^cp melapcholyg 
which the devil greatly improved to ferve bis own defign 
for the ruin of this iX)or man's foul. It pleafed the 
Lord, however, to reflrain him from any attempts upon 
his own life during the voyage. But fliortly after liis ar- 
rival at Dartmouth, upon the Lord's d^y, early in the 
jpprning, being in bed with his brother, he took a knife 
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)vhich he had prepared for the purpofc, and cut hi& owi| 

liiroat, and inftantly leaped out of bed -, and though tb^ 
wound was deep and large, yet thinking it might not 
foon enough difpatch his wretched life, defpcrately thruft 
it into his ftomach, and fo lay wallowing in his own 
tlood, till bis brother awakening, made a cry for help. 
A phyfician and furgeon were immediately broi^fatj 
they both concluded that the wound In his throat was 
mortal, and all they could do at prefcnt was only to 
ftitch it, and apply a plafter, with a deGgn rather to 
enable him to fpeak for a little, than with any expefla* 
tion of a cure ; for before that, he breathed through the 
wound, and his voice was inarticulate. 

*^ In this condition Mr. F found him in the morn- 

iog, and apprehending him to be within a few minutes of 
eternity, he laboured to work upon his heart the feqfe of 
his condition, telling him, h^ had but little time to do 
any thing for him, and therefore delired to know what 
were his own apprehenfions of hk prefeat condition.. He 
iaid, Ae hoped, in God for eternal life. Mr. F ■ replie(^, 
th^t he feared his hopes were pnfoundpd, for that the 
fcriptvire declares, that V no murdereir hath eternal Hfc 
abiding in him;" but this was felf-m\;urder,ihe groffeftof 
all murders. Upon in(ifling on the ^^ravatipn and • 
heinoufnefs of the faft, he perceived his vain confidence • 
began' to fail, and fome meltings of heart appeared in 
htm* He then began to lament, \;rith many tears, his 
iin and mifery. He a&ed if there might yet be hope for 
one that had dcftroyed himfelf, and flied his own blood ? 

Mr. F replied : The fin, indeed, was great, but not 

unpardonable ; and if the Lord gave him repenlance 
unto life, and faith to apply Jefus Chrift, it would cer- 
tainly be pardoned : but finding him unacquainted with 
thefe things, he opened up to him the nature and nc- 
ceffity of faith and repentance, which he greedily fucked 
in, and with great vehemency cried to God, that he 
would work them upon his foul, and intreated Mr.* 

F to pray with him, and for him, that it might 

befo. * * * * *' 
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^* rie prayed with him, and the Lord melted "his 
heart exceedingly in that duty : he was loth to part with 
him, but the duties of the day made it ncceflary for 

Mr. F to leave him; Jn his parti ng-counfel to him^ 

he fummed up what was moft neccffary, and took his 
leave, never expefting fo fee him more in this world. 
But beyond his hope, and the expectations of all, he 
contiriued all that day, and panted moft earneftly for 
Jcfus Chrift. No difcourfesYileafed him but Ckrift zxid 
faith 'y and in this frame he found him in the evening. 
The poor man rejoiced greatly to fee him again, and in- 
treated him to continue his difcourfes on thefe fubjefts. 
After which he faid. Sir, the Lord hath given me re- 
pentance for this fin, yea, and for every pther fin. I fee 
the evil of fin now, fo as I nfever faw tt before. Oh ! I 
loathe myfelf*; I am a vile creature in mine own eyes ! 
I do alfo believ^'j Lordy help my unbelief! I am heartily 
willing to take Chrift upon his own terms. One thing 
only troubles me ; I doubt this bloody fin will not be 
paixloned. Will Jefus Chrift, faid he, apply his blood 
to me, who have flied my own blood ? He tpld him, 
that Chrift Ihed his blood, even for them that with 
wicked hands had (hed the blood of Chrift, and that was 
a fin of deeper guilt than his. Well, faid he, I will caft 
'iiiyfelfon Chrift; let him do with me what he wUl. 

** Next morning the v^unds were to be opened, and 
then the opinion of the /acuity was, he would immedi* 
^tely expire. 

** At his defirc, Mr. F came that morning, and 

(opnd him in a moft ferious frame. He prayed with hino, 
artd then the wound fn his ftomach was opened. By this 
kifne the ventricle itfelf was fwoln out.of the orifice of the 
wound, and lay like a hvid difcolourcd tripe upon the 
body, and was alfo cut through, fo that all (;onclud^d 
it was impoflible for him to live. They, however, ftitched 
the wound in the ftomach, enlarged the orifice, and fo- 
mented it, and wrought it again into his body, and, 
ilitching up the fkin, left him to the difpofal of provi- 

. dence. ' ' 
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** But fo it was, that both the wound in bis (lomach 
and in his throat healed ; and the more dangerous wound 
^H had made upon the foul, was, it is hoped, alfo ef« 

•feftually healed. Mr. F fpent many hours with 

feim in that ficknefs; and, after his return home, he re* 
ceived the moft favourable accounts of him from a godly 
ininifter of Pool, refpefting his holy life and conver&i- 
tion.'*--— Is not this a brand plucked out of the fire? 
How adorable that gracd^ and wonderful that provi- 
dence, that fometimes orders the very malice ot Satan, 
arid wickednefs of men, as an occafion of eternal good 
to their fouls ! [Chrifi. Mag. . 

[Surely the grace of God is powerful and free i th? 
blood of Jefus Chrift, his fon, cleanfeth from all fin. It 
proclaims pardoritto the chief of finners > none, how* 
. ever abandoned, are beyond its efficacy. Neither forni-^ 

I cators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor 

I abufers of themfelves with mankind, nor thieves, nor 

covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners 5 
it waOies the ftain of his own blood from the (bul of the 
murderer. Chriftians never ceafe to celebrate \t ; trace 
with gratitude its falutary effeAs in foqr own hearts^ 
Look to the rock whence y^ accfhewn, and to the 
hole of the pit whence ye are digged j and w:hilft you 
view the triumphs of grace in the chipf of finners, re* 
member fuch were fortie of you ; but ye are wadded, but 
ye are fanftified, but ye are juftified in the name of th« 
!Lord Jefus Chrift, and by the fpirit of our God.] 
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Jionary to the Chickafaw Indians from the New^ YoHH 
Miffionary Society • 

ON the 26th day of Mirch, 1799* we took our dc* 
parture from New- York, encouraged by the 
prayers, counfcls, and k»ndnefs of the Direftors, and 
Other members of the Miffionary Society. 

March 29th'. Arrived at Philadelphia, were foaded with 
kind offices, by the Rev- A(hbel Greeq, Hon. Mr. Pick- 
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ering, Secretary of State, and other rcfpcftaWc perfons in 
Philadelphia; by thefewewere encouraged to hope, that 
k is' among the wife and gracious purpofes of Jehovah', 
to make our way profpcrous for his own glory. 

April 13th. Came 10 Botetourt ; received the politeft 
attention from a family of the name of DelziU^ on th^ 
Sabbath pKached. 

2sd. Came to Knoxville ^ the attention of Cdonel 
Henley was to us of importance, as alfo that of Colonel ' 
Butler, at Sonth Weft Point. 

- 26th. Entered the wildernefs on our way front 
Clinch to Cumberland, the afternoon rainy ; at evening 
came up with a Mr. M*Orkle, brother to the Rev. Pr. 
Kl*Orkle, of North-Carolina. This man, with his wife 
and her fitter, werepaffingin a carriage; the wife, a pious 
i^oman, was taken very fick,*but could not be f^cured 
from the prcfent rain which was heavy on us. She had 
been feveral months from her children, wanted much to 
get to them ; Ihc will never fee them in this life. 

27th. Sat out ; bad to ftop two miles a-head, to af&ft 

, our friends in defcending a hill, called Spencer*s Hill, at 

the foot of which the woman breathed her laft. From 

hence we *ent two miles, to a place called Crab Orr 

chards. This place is remarkable for a ftream of wa- 

. ter large enough to carry a mill, which goes into the 

ground a little below the ufual ford, and is not known 

to appear again above ground. Here is alfo a cave in 

a rock, faid to confift of feveral rooms. The adjacent 

country is pleafant, and covered with an agreeable ver- 

\ dure. Here it was concluded that the rites of fepuldire 

ffiould be performed^; the weeping hufband and fifter ea- 

^ff^ped the body m iffs grave-clothes, and affifted in 

laying it in the duft. The grave was dug, and covered 

' with a narrow piece of a board, about one foot and an 

half long, and two levers. The body was interred about 

tiiree feet below the furface ; we had neither axe, hoe, 

nor fhovel. The fervice was performed with as mych de^^^ 

cency as circumftances would admit of. After which we 

kneeled down, and prayed to t^iat God who lias power of 
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life and death. Here we fbiyed and relied tbe&bfaaf n 
day and worihipped. At evening we resnoved two milc^ 

* to a creek which appeared too much raifcd to pa&; here 
we lodged; \ 

Monday 29th* Went 00 to one BlackbQrfie%47 miles 
on our way ; we hdd^tacrois waters almoft to the bodn 
back; though often wet, our health continued. This* 
week were hindered by rainsj ca*me<Salurday morning 

• to Nafliville. The attention of Judgq *M'Nairy wai 
to us of great ufe, and merits gratekil' notice. .Near 
Lexington, in Virgini'it, we were made acqusunted with 

/the Rev. Mr. S. Hufton; with Mr. Crawford, Wafli- 
*ington county; with Mr. Craighead, near Nafhvilie^ 
with each of whofe converfation we were ifnftrufted and 
encouraged. Our friends at Nafliville informed us, tbat 
it was 2 70 miles to the Chitkafaw towns; that there were 
feveral hvimfning waters to crofs ; that for us to go with- 
out guides would be very dangerous; and even added^ 
that we could have but little rational hope of doing them 
good J that in one month we might get company, there- 
fore they \yould have us ftay with them for the present* ^ * 
' May Xolh. Being weary with delay, and trufting in * 
divine goodnefs to direct our way^ we {at out by ourfelves 
for. the Indian country : our bories were fp encumbered, I 
with baggage, 'that we could move but fliowly on, and 
our fit nation was rather lonefome; but we had provided 
vidliials, blankets, an axe, and gun, and were frequently 
met by people from Natches, and Orleans, returning to 
Kentucky. Were impeded by rains-^watcrs of Tend- 
lee high. ' 

» 19th. (t.ordVday.) Met General William Colbcrt,m 
Chickafaw Chief, who gave us an introduftory ktter ta ^ 
his brother, Major George Colbert, and dire&ed that 
our bufinefs be deferred till his return. ' 

20th. Wecame to Big Town, weary, hungry,and my- * 
felf mucli unwell. Here we got hominy with milky 
and bad water. The Indians appear to be poor but kind. 
With thefe I held fome talk by the help of a negro who 
coukl interpret. Lodged in a warm houfe on a bear fkin. 



\ 



Uxtra^sfrm He ''Rev. Mn BulletCi JimrnM. i9$ 

lift. Could nt nothing for breakfaft, unlefs it were 
thin drink and damaged meat. This town conlifb oif 
two hundred boufes, is fituated.on an eminence, has 
good air, and an agreeable profped:, but is badly watered; 
they are a people generally lefs in iize and itature than 
'- the whites. Moft of them appeaf to have the n^anners 

• of ancient . fimplicity ; labour is done jby the women, 
hunting by the men x their vifage difi^ts but little from 

' that of other Indians : their homes are made of poles^ 
from three ft) fife inches diameter, and plaftered with 
mortar, are 16 feet by 22 on theground, floored 
with earth, and covered with dabboards. We went to 

. Lxmg-Town, five milesy where we expected to fin^T 
George Colbert, to whom we had a letter ; in this we 
were difappointed, for though fent for he did not 
come, being on a vifit with one of his wives. The 
Indians were tc^ther on account of a letter from the 

• Cherokees on fome national bufinefs; had fome talks 
!• here, aflifted by Jofeph Colbert^ in which I endeavoured 

to recommend the beloved fpeech j and make them know 
. its contents ) but my letters^ and the deiign of our com« 
•ing, we thought it our duty not to difclofe as yet. • The 

Indians are kind, and tneir beft &re coarfe, and I am 
. much unwell^ in a great meafure owing to want of com- 
. fortable fubfiftelice 1 we have a houfe to ourfelves, but 

competent food is not to be had* 

22d. Our Indian friends noticing our fituat]on,-dired- 
ed Jofeph Colbert to condud us to his brother Levi's $ 
^as but poorly able to ride ; came toLevi^ who, with his 
two wives, appears to live comfortably : here we were po- 
litely received, well fed, and kindly treated^ with him 
-4 we were foon on terms of agreeable familiarity; to him 
the defign of our miffion was difclofed^ with which he 
was evidently pleafed. 

23d. Employed in reading, writing, and in converiing 
with Levi and others. Taught Levi to write his name, 
made him and others acquainted wfth the hiftory of the 
creation, apoftafy, Noah's flood, and the confounding of 
the languages ; karnt fome Indian words* The Indians. 
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though ftrangers f o" letten, have' cbara6ter$ whidi thejr 
mark on trees^ and, like Oriental people, they begin at 
the right handy and li^^rite or read to the left ^ they aiib 
|p the off Ade to mount a horfe ; their womeir nde tksir 
fcet the off fide; they are a left-handed peopfe^ 

24th. Fotmd myfelf in better health than wheti wr 
came. The Chickafaws are without any kind of reli^ 
gious obfervance, and without temple and prieft» ex* 
c^ that a few of their enchanten have icnages^ tfar 
tiie of which i^ little underftoodby the^natbn in ge- 
neral; were affifted in converfing with the Indiamy 
by Jofeph Colbert, who fpeaks both laogoages. My 
^n teaches them reading, to which they attend wCdoL 
apparent delight. • Clofe application does not coafift 
wkh their indolent habits^ 

2 jth. This day becameipcqiiainted with thehifiDry of 
the nation,, as given Colbert by his mother : *^ We aic 
only a £uxiily from a great rieh nation towards the fim-fet* 
ting, as far as Indians could travel during two moons ^ 
our &thers dreamed, thataway toward^the Ahi riling 
knd of life^ that people, know more than Indian,, 
above want y from them our children learn good thiflgSL 
Our &thers then fat out, travel, come where we' now live, 
berc land of life. Our great Father's white childreor 
know mx^e than Indjan, Chickaiaw no hiurt any of theiiL# 
By and by we learn of them things make us glad 

afith. Went to M*Gee's, the interpreter; was kindly 
received and hofpitably entertained. Deliveeed him it 
letter from the Secretary di Stale ; found him kindfy dt& 
pofed, but a ftranger to every thing of rdigion. So I 
read and expkined to him feveral thhags in tihieBibte; he 
gave attention, and promifed me every aid in< his power 
in making known the good things, but added,^ that his 
ignorance of the goTpel was fuch, that, at prefent, he 
could not inteq^ret it ; he could not read; and had ne** 
ver heard a fermon. M^Gee's wife and ^ves, who aU' 
underftand £ngh(h^ are fond of hearing, fo that the time' 
is agreeably, and, I hope, ufeferlly fpcnt. 

a7th'* On confulung M'Gee, he told me that tlie 
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white mea> b^'^breecis and Haves, who all fpeak £t^* 
liih, have great influence wkb the Indians; he therefore. 
advifed» that to rfied the good propoied by our m^ffipn^ 
we begin with ihefe, who, he fays, as they leam, will 
have good talks to the Indians, and (b the knowledge. 
aad prad^ice of theie thir^sr will Toon become national : 
the couQfel J think good» and (hall endeavour to follow it«' 
M^Gee was bom in the city of New- York. This daf 
we caoie to Mr. M^tofh's, who talked in a difcourag-*- 
iiiff maigM?, ^nd .deehis it a, weakned in any man to 
tbiak of making chriflians of Indians. T 1 told him that 
I vnos ol the mop opinion, but believed *God is able 
to make. them good chriilians, and that we wilh for the 
honour 9i beii^.workers together with God. Oh being 
further acquainted with this man, we found him an bo^ 
Deft, agcfieable man, and ufe|||> as he talks good Indian, 
an helping me to hcid gpod talks to the Indiansv who 
4CcartiouaUy ficquent this place, and wiih to k now the 
))eioved fpeecfa* 

. : iftdth* Thiaday becameacquainted with William Mizlcy 
hx^ fle&lent in this nation, and ibmetime interpreter 
at the Bluffs* From him I learnt fomethmg of the cuf* 
lonis and laii^oage of the Chiekafaws : he ^ys, the me^ 
fthod of heahng in this nation is to take water,^ foak 
ifiQt% kk it,; blow in it wth* a pipe, iind fay over it a. 
aumberof words by w^ of charm, and wafti the bod/ 
of the lick with this pieparatioa. This is performed by 
people tfaty call witches, who are- initiated as follows. 
The preceptor takes the candidate for this dignity, inj 
fiimmer weather, (huts him in ajipt^-bouie four days, to^ 
live on amjper^ a ftrong drink made g^ tobacco and wa-r 
ter, then fets biin to air, gives him grueU heats the liouTa 
anew, (huts him in four days more ; he is then lutfcred ta 
come out eoiaciated -, he mud then for twelve moons 
abftain from women, meat, fat, and (bong dcink, and ia 
then A complete witch ; can make ftorms or fair wea<r 
ther; cui caufe or cure difea&s; foretell future events# 
and give good or ill fucce& toany undertaking. Thus 
fjurMi^e. This day had converfation with numbers 
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My fon teaches the youth to read, and gives them books t 
we hope fotne good may be done here. 

29th. My employment was reading, writing, and im- 
proving opportunities, which continually preiented, for 
converUtion. Several people here wi(h to underftaod 
the do&rines and duties of chriftianity . On mentioning 
manriage among chriftians, was informed of their ufages 
in fuch cafes. When an Indian wifhes a young or finglt 
woman to became his wife, he fends her a fmall prefent 
of clothes or tf^Akets, which, if (he accepts, fhe becomes 
his wife^ and, Horn that time, there devolves on her the 
duty of keeping fire, railing corn and other vegetables 
for the family, and fupporting the children. The man*s 
only bufinefs is hunting and war. A man may have any 
^ number of wives : marris^e is only during the pleafure rf 
both parties : in cafe of l^piation, thediild^n all be* 
long to the mother. When a perfon dies, a grave is 
dug in the houfe nine feet deep, the body is waftied and 
drefled in its beft clothes, and then interred ; ifo^man of 
account, a pipe, tobacco^ rifle-gun, ammunition, feed, 
corn, &c» are buried with him. Boards are laid fix inches 
below the furface, then'a covering of mortar levels the 
grave with, the floor; then women are called to moura- 
fng, and thofe ikilful at lamentation to wailing. This 
continue;? twelve moons, about two hours in a day. 
When a perfon expires, they (hoot three guns, as they 
fay, to keep off evil fpirits. 

30th. Unwell, propofe riding out. Hire a Mr. Shep- 
herd accompanied us to a Thomas Love's, where our 
reception was cordial, and treatment kind ; though wet 
with a (hower on the way, yet I feel in better health. 
I am tike to have an opportunity to preach next Sab- 
bath at this houfe. 

31ft. In converfation endeavoured to (how the evil of 
apraftice among Indians, of bringing up their boys 
without work or reftraint. Levi, Kemp, and Love's 
children begin to learn reading and other good things. 

June ill. Strong drink has overcome feveral of my 
Indians, others are conv^sriible^ and wi(h to learn. I 
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«rUh they may learn to fear God, and receive every thing 
as from him ; part of each day is fpent in learnii^ their 
language. 

• 2d . Preached the firft fermon in the Chickafaw nation ; 
read*and explained the firft chapter of Genefis. Thefo 
people attexided with the utmoft ferioufnefs and folem** 
nity ; they exfM^fled great joy that they had an opjxir* 
tunity to wovfliip God, and hear of things concerning 
Jefus Cbrift. Aft^ fermon there came to me an oM 
xnan, who, * fifty yean ago^ had heard, rpreaching; he 
told me it was the moft delightful "feldon oi worfhip 
he had ever experienced ; to me» indeed, it was a happ^ 
^ay. 

• 3d. Had an interview with Col. M^Kee, agent for the 
Chocktaws, who appeared difpofed to encourage our ex- 
ertions, aodwilhed (imilarei||ieavours might beufed with 
the nation to which he is going. My week*day em« 
ploymen(s are reading, &c. when retired ; and with this 
people, conversation. My own leannef8,and the indolent 
Jaabits of the Indians are difcouraging coniiderations, but 
I hope, in God's goodnefs, to carry on his own work* 
If but a barley loaf fall into the hoft of Midian, it i$ 
enough* God will work for his own name,^hbugh the 
inftrument be a poor worthlefsworm. When Philiftia 
iffi to be fmitten, it Ihall be effedted, though a jdry bone 
Ibe the weapon* 

4th and 5th. Numbers attended on us to learn read*, 
ing, writing, Q|(echifm, &c* 

' 6th. In convetfation with fome Indians, who had 
itindry fcruplcs to folve, tw« of which were as follow : 
On being informed, that the great Father above maketh 
all things, knoweth all things, governeth all things, — 
the Indians fay,- Great Father above make all thingsl 
How come he make rattle-fnake, make thunder and 
lightning > The other I (hall mention is, on hearing one 
of us leach th«m the ten commandments, thatclaufe if\ 
the fecond, vifitioe the iniquities of the fathers upon the^ 
children, &c. raikd a fcruple how it could be juft to 
Buniih chiklren for wrong done by fathers. I confidered 






I had cauie to bkis God for the aitefHionammg them^ 
which would ipduce fuch inquiries, and wa3 enabled to 
give fuch folutions as appeared fully (atisfadlory tolhcm*; 
; '7th and 8th. Returned to M*Into{h*s, who received, 
and kindly treated us : my fon teaches the young peo>^ 
pl^. I am endeavouring to learn the languages and to 
tranflate the Lord% prayer and the commandmeats ialo 
Indian. 

9th. Preached from Rom. vi, 2 j, " For the wages J 
of fin is death4(\ «The deiign was to (how the grievous \ 
deftrvkftioa fin has brought on us, and the fuhieb, fne- 
nefs, and efficacy of that remedy provided in Jefus Chiift^ 
The hearers were numerous, ferious, and attentive. . Ixt 
this fervjce, read and explained the zd chapter of 
Geaefis. 

lotb- Employed as ufuaU- James Allen undertook to . 
teach his wife readiog and catecbifmu 

nth. Keturned b^k to Levi's ; were kindly received* 
and bad fuch talks as we hope will do good. 

1 2tb. Weary with the fatigues of y(fterday»; gtoe of 
X4evi's wives from home, the other lies out; they have 
times of feparation like the ancient Hebrew women ^ 
in this nation they have great faith in dreams ; they be^ 
Ifeve there is a great Father above, but pay hiru no kinA 
of religious homage; am labqu/ingto (hqw them the na- 
ture and propriety of jlevotion ; their want of words to ex-n 
prefs feveral important ideas is a great inconvenience. 

14th. Am this day three months fr^ home, and 
' long after my own houfe^ I think as aroi^ntly as Jacbb 
did for hi$ tether's : . the^ inconvenience is trifling, if ih^ 
good propofed can but be efieded* 

1 5 th." I had notice of the return of the Chief Colbert^, 
and a profpeft of a public talk. The Lord grant everjr 
thing may be ib condu&ed as (hall be for his own g^ory* 

16th. A beautiful morning, but the fea(on dry ; ex^ 
ped this day ai^ ^i^^crview with, the Chief Colbert, whoi 
has fent for me;, went to his haufe, accQn:^)anied by 
Levi and my ion; were very pohtely received and 
attended to; had fome talks upon righteoufne&> teiQ* 
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'perance, itnd a coming judgment. In the afteteoon the 
Indians went off tQ Big-Town ; would have us ftay till 
to-morrow, and then come, becaufe they faid we fiiould 
get nothing to eat in town. Here the flaves dreHed 
themfelveS) met together, requefted my fon that I would 
preach to th^ ; tKey are about twenty in number, were 
admitted into my apartment ^ we prayed together. I 

* read to them feveral pailages in* the New Tdlamenf, 
eixplained to them the chaiader and gre^t love ofChrift^ 
that he loves poc^ Macks as well as others ; told them 
how we ihouki love Chrift, and h6w a poor woman 
ivafliedhis feet with tears. It was a happy ieafcm; the 
parade of a royal palace would be nothing to it. 

17th., Went to Big*Town, expedinga talk with the 
nation ; in this I was difappointed : here we were made 
acquainted with a family of the name of Underptroody 
w^o (bowed us no fmall kindne& 9 with thefe we held 
ibme good talks. * 

i^th^ At Big-Town they h*d % ball play ; they fpent 
the laft ftight in frolic ; on the ball-ground they di- 
vide into two parties, the ladies who attend fin^ and 
dunce; the myfterie^ are conduced by oiie otthofe 
witches heretofore mentioned for each party. At each 
end of the play-ground they ereft two poles, fivQ yards * 

- high, one yard afunder^ four yards behind tb^m ^ty 
fct up an image, the likenefs of a man, with a painted 

' face, one yard high, and decorated i;^th a [raven's &in 
and feather^; 1^ leader in the myfteries is in a manner 
naked, his head adorned with a pair of buffalo horns, 
his 'face and body painted of 'different hues ;" to his left 
arm hangs the wing of a crow'; he is often falling down 
before the image, muttef ing and takfng a flrong phylic, 
whith thelc people believe hasgr^at influence in the fuc- 
ccls of the game. While the finging and dancing w^ 
performed by the ladies,* a drum, made of a c)'prefs 
tfee, -was beating, and tfhe young beaus, i^ut eighty in 
number, who were to play ball, beautified with vermilion, 
bear's oil, lamp-black, and white clay, their heads with * 
feathers, red bindii^, &c. jewels in their noies and ears. 
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'<knce a^ile, then.utter.a hideous yell, and ran round ^ 

circle they have round the place of the .cnyfl^ries, whW^ 

may not be pafied unlefs by the^ perforiBers. My^ibs^ 

«nd I had well nigh fpoiled the whole byenterii^jthe 

holy ground,, but being beckoned to we went round* 

As they pafs this, they, yell with all apparent zejal, thes 

return and repeat the finging, . yelling, . running, &(^ 

.Thefe pious ceremonies being ended,, the play bq^nsi 

ihe chacms ufed by thewitches.hadnoeffe£i:, oranequal 

cflfeft, for neither party prevailed. The Chickasaw wo* 

men appear to be meek, mpdeft, and temper^tip ; the 

"'men are more virtuous than pne would think, confider* 

ing they, are brought up to no bufinefs but hunting, and 

• to little or np reftraint ; at evening we came away, and 

lodged at'Long-Town. . • ; . » 

I p'th^ Returned to Leisi's ; the people are yyj attq^ 

*tive^ bit there has been yet no national talk with u&^or 

a£t for receiving us, we even think of l^ving|fae nation. 

' ioth; The' heat intenfe;:therejndians are wanting to 

learn, fo we arc not jdle; they do not know their ^^. 

and but little of diflances. •. 

2i{L Left my fon to teach, in this part^ and went 

myfelf to M^Intofh's, 26 • miles ; things look doubtfot 

, here ; thefe deluded people will get drunk^ and we cai^ 

ylt«have no public talk, though Levi fays we {hall fooir 

ilaveone* : . 

zzd. Have ncrttced^ver iince I came here, that whejv 
appearances are difeouraging one day, they. are encou- 
raging the next ; it is ib now ; have become acquainted 
« with James Colbert, a native of this country, whojbas 
been -baptized, reads and wri^, is a man of property; 
. one quarter Indian ; is^ a fober man ; knows fomething of 
religion, wifbes his nation to know and obferve the 
fame; believes his foul is immortal ^ hopes he (hall re,- 
' '1^ gard its good ; is difpofed to explain the beloved fpeecb,. 
and my talks to the nation; had alfo good talks to-day 
with M*Gce and others. 

23d. Had this morning, by M*Gee's help, a good 
lot^ talk.iritb Wolfe's friend, head man of this nation> 



\ 



MMfifffs frm^tht Situ. Mr. BuOoCsJomml. * lk*l% 

infoiinecl him (tf the cresCtion, and ho^ that d||^9 arb 
brothers-*-of fiar— of redemption — of the pronufe to ail 
iMtioit»-*^ ihe good rtiles ia f<he beloved ^)aeoh^— of 
the gmftt lore the cefuncil at New-- York have for the 
Chick»raw$^ and of the good^^wilL of hts great fiitber thd 
Prs£(kat, ei^efied in aJetterframtheSecretaiy at War;. 
I^ looked pleaftd^ and faid, it made him verjr glad td 
hear thefe things, that be wiihed to hear moie, fo ifl 
about four, days vy<e ^'iHl have big talk. Preached at Jlametf 
Colbert's; read the xivth Pfalm ; 'lai)oer«d to (how titer 
folly aiid fia of fcwgettirfg Ood, and'to pnrRiade txnf 
bearers: to ieali» his prefence ; they were &rioa%: atten*^ 
tive; was migtriily encouraged: this w» a: happy da^r. 
Aitei fervice, one James Goo, a wfaite nuuiy came to me^ 
afld iaid, I am glaid — it is good ta be inrthe piefiance of 
the Xioni; 1 pray that 1 and my boafe u&y fiurve thd 
Lord. •£.- . 

24th. Biiog ^uefted, I preached a^Hik I sow lorn 
to be he^e : James^ and Sufannoh Colbcit conlbnt by thd 
tnairiageicQvenant, •^aad are dtcbicied' fatifband and^wife;. 
~!harlcs» their only child*, and Peggy AUen, dailiflbtev- oiff 
lolbert's fiiler^ wcHia baptised:^ and alio Mavy^ Uasnah^ 
James, sbid Margaret, children of James and Janei 
M^Kim. Anag^ n^gro woman, propecty of Wiliiafn 
Colbert, baa come 30 miles to hear fermon, aad' isud, ihe 
live long in heathen land, am vtiy glad to heac tlie 
blofied gofpd. • • ' ♦ • . 

25tfa. Went to M^Gee's, read, ^d explai aed to bim 
out of the fermon on the Mount. Mr. M'Gce and i 
.were iavitdS to Wolfe's friends to dine to-movrow; the 
day after we are to have i great national talk* 

26th. Went with M*Gee to the friends, who received 
us very politely ; explained to him more fully our buiv* 
jfeels, P. M. went to Levi Colbert's, .in order to. get 
things ready for the talk. 

27th. Returned; findevery thing prepared for the taik^ 
A large parade, a ftandard erected 30 feet high, a whita 
cloth flying in token (M*Gce fays) of love and peace. 
The Indians are faft coming together i it is a clear hot 
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day } aiv agreeable fhade and feats were fixed for tfacf 
head men; I was feated next to the principal chiefs and 
the interpreter on the other fide ; they were dreiled neat 
and dean, and the mod of them very fine. I b^aa with 
f eading a letter from Captain Pike, announcing the fafe 
arrival of their prefents at the Bluffs. I then added that 
I was glad that their prefents were come, hoped they 
would do them good, and brighten ch^ chain offriekid^ 
fliip between the two nations ; then told then^ I had 
yet better news to tell them, that I had come to brii^ 
them the word of life ; read to them the letters of the 
Miflionary Society; and irpm the heads of departments ^ 
explained, as fully as I could, the Chriftian religion; gavd 
fhem a Bible in the name of the Society, explained to 
them the benefits of learning; informed them that the 
Great Father above had given white people (be know- 
ledge of 26 charaders, that knowing thefe, when they 
look in oiie book tliey can fee how they can' have the 
Great Father above to be their friend, do them good^ 
and keep them in the right way. Look in another book^ 
h will tell how to do all Torts of work ; alfo gave the two 
chiefs and interpreter each a Teibi^nt. After con* 
fulting among themfelves, and a good talk to them from 
their head man, I was informed they were very glad to 
hear thefe things, were thankful to the council dF New- 
York for their love to them, a people they had never 
(een, and to me and my fon that we had come fuch a 
long journey to teach them good things ; that we were 
^ceivedas their own people;, they would have me bring 
aiy wife and children, and come and live with them^. 
that the land is before me, toTettle where I pleafc, but 
that if I had come from the adjacent fbtes, I (hould not 
have been received ; but now they would have me to do* 
whatever I think beft to make their people know good 
thmgs, that we may depend oii kind treatment. After 
the talks, we all panook of a plentiful repaft, provided 
at the expenfc of Wolfe's friend. 
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A NEW YEAR'S GIFT. 

jrh$ following inter efting Scene occurred en the Commends 

ment of tb^ llnV'Year. 

A RESPECT ABLE gentleman, whofe refidenccii 
a few miles from this city, s^ftuated by thofe 
truly chriftian feelings, which, 'it is to be hoped, will 
more and more mark the anions of thofe who hold a por-^ 
tion of the human race in flavery, gave bis negro man 
and' wife their freedom. The manumiffion of the for^ 
tnef took place in town, while the mafter and his ladji 
were-on a vifit. The valuable and important indru^ 
mctit of writing bein^ prepared, and executed in the 
prefence of feveral ladies and gentlemen, was delivered 
. to the ilav'e ; who, aftet* a folemn paule, in brojken ac- 
^ cents, thdugh in langu^ which conveyed the ^nuine; 
fei^timents qI his heart, addre^ed his henefa&ors m fub« 
ftancc as follows :-^ 

** Maftfcr and Miftrefs. I thank you for your good- 
nefs to me this day.* Yoo arc here affembled with youc 
relations. This I think a good opportunity for mc to 
fliew my gratitude for your kindneis. I am ^poor Af^ 
ricaHy therefore make allowance for nay want of words to 
cxprefs my joy ^t this great deliverance As Peter faid 
to the lame man when he healed'him, fo fay I unto you^ 
* SiJ'ver and gold have i none-j butfuch as 1 have^ I give 
mto thee.* May th^ blcffing of the Lord be your ricr 
- ward — may he relieve your (ouls from the bondage of 
lin and death, as you this day have relieved me froni 
the bonds of flavery — may tlie bleffing of God reft 91^ 
the heads of your children, and upon your children's 
children." . ./ 

It was enough — every heart at the moment felf that 
keen fenfibility, which the unexpefted addrcfs of the freo 
black excited. All was filcnce — Tears, unaffeAed tears 
flowed from every eye. 

On the return, homo of this friend to the liberty of 
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mankind, the benefit of the fame praifc-worthy ?L6dm 
was experienced by the wfc of the happy blacknaan. 

In his cafe, Ethiopia hath ftretched out her hands unto 
God — this highly* fevouTcd of her fdns polfcffes what afl 
her gold cannot purchafe, nor a mortal bcftow — the 
freedom wherewit^ Chrift alone can make us iFree. He 
basfor feveral years maintained a good Randing in the 
comcnunioh of a refpedtable church in t\m city, and ftill 
Coatiilues in the fervice, theconfitlence,and adBkdion of 
bis earthly benefaftor. 
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ExiraSls fnmi the A^s and Proceedings vftke Ceneriii Af- 
fembly vf the Pre/byterian Church in the United Slatfi 
: 9/ America^ in the Year 1800. 

riT^HE Affembly refumed the confideration dtkt 
JJL fubjcsfls contained in the cotniminication of rhe 
corporation for ipanaging their funds; atid agreed t^t 
the following objefts deferve confideration, viz. 
. ' ift. The gofpelizing of the Indiarife oA the ffoHtier^ of 
our country — conneftcd with a plaifrfor thisir civili^a* 
tiKiti^ the want of which it is believed hsftbeea a great 
canfe of the failure, of former attempts tofpread chrifti* 
tnlty among them. The ideas of the prefident of the 
torporarion, delivered in his addrcfs at their firft meet- 
jflg, woukt, oh this point, dpferve a fefious attention. 
L zd". Theinftruftionoftbenrcgrocs, thepoor^arrilhofe 
who zxt deftitutc of the mcan^ of gtace in various parts 
of this extenfive country. Whoever contemplates the 
^tuation of this numerous clafs of pcrfbns in the United 
States, their grofi ignorance of the platneil principles of 
religion, their immorality and profanenefs, their vices and 
diflblutenefs of manners, muft be filled with anxiety for 
th«r prcfent welfare, and above all for thehr future and 
eternal happinefs. 

': 3d. Tlic purchafing and difpofing of Bibles, and alfo 
of books, and fhort eifays, on the great principles of reli- 
gion and morality, calculated to imprcf? the minds of 



lAofeto wfa6m they are given, with afenfeof their duty 
l^oth to God and man, and confequ^ntly of fuch a na- 
ture as to arreft the attention, iiitereft the curiofity, and 
touch the feelings of thofe to whom they are given. 
-• 4th. The proyifion of a fund for the more complete 
inflrudion of candidates for the goTpel miniftry previ- 
pvlAy to their licenfure. The want of this haviAg been 
a fubjed of /general inconvenience, it wbuld deferve 
'eonfideration, whether it would not be both eafy and 
prafticable to appoint a number of profcflbrs of the- 
ology (perhaps one in each Synod), to whom the can- 
didates might refort as a matter of choice (though not 
of neceffity)) whith profeffors might immediately be pro- 
vided- with .a fuitabie library (the property &i the cor* 
poratibn), and receive a fmali falary, to be augmented as 
their labours increaie, and the funds are extended. It 
wbuki beu rtiO&i definable extenfion of this plao» if the 
funds could be rendered adequate to furnifh, partly or 
t^holty, the -means of fubfiftence to the candidates for the 
miniftry who may need ijadi afliftance during the time 
of their attendance on rhe prot^eflbrs. 
• As to the meam and methods by which the funds ne* 
cefiaiy to th^ compaffing <^ thcle objeds 'ihay be pro-* 
vided, the folUywing ideas are fuggefted : 

ift. The continuance of the annual contribution 
which are now ordered, and lyhich it may be fairly pre- 
fUiHed wil! be abundantly more produftive thin ihcf 
now are, when it is known that the objefts here fpecificS 
are in the viowofethe Aflembly. For it has been found, 
by experience, that there h among the people generally 
a great lead inefs and freedom to contribute, and that 
with libepalky, to the promotion of every plan calculated 
to (pread the gofpel among thofe who are deprived ot 
itsbleflings. . 

2d» The appointment of two or more fuitabie perftxns 
to ttavel through the country, to fdicic and receive do- 
nations for the purpotes that haw; been mentioned. 
The.expenfe of luch pcrfons to be paid them, a fmalt 
compenfation to be allowed them, and, if minifters, the 



*79> Proceeding qf tie Gener^ Afftmb^^ 

fopplying of tbeir pulpits 4uriAg; their abfeaoe to be pnK* 
videcl for. The profpedt ot a very coiafiderable aiugixieEh- 
tation of the funds^ if {his jn^eafure were adopted, apr 
pears flatteriog.. 

3d. The aid th^t may be reaibaatrfy cxpeded from per* 
Ipns of property, piety ^nd benevolence^ contributii^ 
by tefbjia^iuary beCiuetb, and uofoliciteddooatioos i^;A* 
\<^j the e?:aiiip)e of the prcfident of the corporatipp)^*.to 
the promotion of fuch ipiporta^t and iotefc{):ing obj^ 
as thofe which are here detailed. 

4th. Jt is not impoffibie, nor perhaps <isnprobable, tfcal 
if experieiipe i^ould deqK>n(b'a<e the practicability aiKf 
utility of the qieafures cQntemplated, tii« people of the 
Pre%tprian denomincitiqn might genrtally be perfuaded 
to make fin annual donatior^ (lay 25 centis each), to ren- 
der then) more ex^enf^vely f^ifedive, and this of itfelf 
would go very fi|r tovyards. providing 9 fvin4 adeqatf e to 
all the expenies contemplated, 

In conne&ion with what has already ^^en (Ut^, t^ 
following ideas deferve s^ttention^ 

ift^ That not tb^ lead alteration is wickeder coalcm-t 
plated in the plan already \x\ Qperat^04|.-ior fending Mit-^"* 
iionariesto the frontiers. • This plan is botl^ uleful and 
popular. All that (hall be attempted is to be conlldered 
as additional to it. . , V 

' zd. That in conQfteney >vith this, it may deferre fes 
rious confideration, whether, for the inftrudion of tho 
Indians, the black people, and other perfons unacquaintt 
cd with the principles of our holy religipj^, aa OAier oi 
incn, under the charafter ofcatechif^, might notbeim 
ftityted, from among men of piety and good fepfe, but 
without a liberal education..^ Not that thefe men (hall 
be clothed with clerical fun^ftions, but that they qoofina 
thcmfelves to the private inftruftion of thofe among 
whom they are fent,' together with occafional addrcffes. 
of a religious kind, made to colleftions of people that 
may affemble for tWs purpofe, and leading the devotional 
cxercifes among them j and this with a view to prepistrc 

^ . » Hon. Elias Boudioot. 
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the way for a feur regular and ordained minifters tofollbw 
after them to organize churches, and adminifter ordi-* 
naoces. ^ 

The catechifts (hall be carefully examinecjby thcPrcf* 
bytcrics to whofe bounds they moft natui'ally belong, in 
regard to their qmlifications for the work to be affigned 
them ; they ihall have a certificate of fuch examination, 
and the recommendation of the Prelbytery where it has 
been taljen ;• they ihall be direded by the Prcfbytery 
^here they are to labour ; and, without a comphancc 
vrith thtie diredions, they fliall not be conlidered as au- 
thorized toaft in the manner here contemplated. 
. Ordered, Thai the foregoing (lattiment be pobliffied 
in the extrads of minutes for the current year, that the; 
judicatures and people at large, under the care of the Af- 
fembly^ may be acquainted with the views and wiflies of 
their higheft judicature. But the Afiembly neither judge 
it expedient themfelves to atttnfipt to carry into imme- 
diate eficd all that is here fuggefted, nor to urge ori their 
judicatures and people to attempt it. Some things only 
that arc here fpecified, will be entered on by this Aflem- 
bly,and the judicatures and people will judge for them*. 
f^lv^ what other objefts it may be proper for them vo- 
luntarily to regard. It is however confidered expedientr 
by the ASTembly, that no catechifts fliotild be feht out^ 
till a further order on the fubjedt be iflued by the Gene- 
ral Afiembly. 
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Regulations atfd Provifiqns relative io the Reception offo'^ 

reign Minifters and Licentiates. . . 

" WHEN any minifter or licentiate, from Europe,' 
ihall come into this country, and deiire to become con- 
nected with the Prelbyterian church in the United 
States, he may apply to any Committee appointed to di- 
re<5t the fervices of travelling minifters and candidates ; 
which Committee (hall infpeft his credentials, and by 
examination os otherwife, endeavour to afcertain his* 
foundne^ in the faith, and experimcntaj acquaintance 
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ysxih feiigioix» bis attaiqinenls in diviiuty lod Iftoiattwi 
his oioral and neiigious cliarader, and approbation of oof 
public flandard of doctrine and difcipline : if the teSal^ 
qxaU be fuch z^ to encourage further trial, faid ComtntC- 
tee may give bloi appoiniments to fupply and recent 
mend liiun to the churches, till the next meeting of tba 
r refi)y tery to which faid Committee b^ongs. I( fluJ| 
thqn biecQnie the duty of fuch n^inifter or licentiate to 
fpply to that Prelh>ytery, or to ^y other in whofe bounds 
he may inline to labour, provided always that he qkJui 
his. application to th^ Fre(hy tery at their firft aseetiag 
after his coodng within thieir bounds ; And di&^ that iok* 
faediatel}^ on coming within the bounds of any Pre(b)r-^ 
tery, he apply to their Committ^, to jud^ of hui 
ceniEcate ot approbation, andt, if they think U ciqi^ediw 
fnt»tan)aj&e himappoiatasients^ or^if it fluhll bs sMft 
Conveiu£njt,* the application m^f be made to the Ppeiby-^ 
texy in the &A ipftwce y bujt it ihaU be deemed irr^^^ 
l^c ior any foiej^n miiufter or licentiate to preach in any 
yacant church till be (haU have oj^taioed the appr^batiiyk 
of foijne PrefUytery, or Committee of Prefbytery, in niAQr 
t^ti aforefaid. The Preiby tery to which fuch ininiaer oc 
licenuate m<]^y apply, Onall c^BefuUy examine bis croden- 
tiab, and not fuflain a mere certifii:ate of good ftandingi^ 
unlefs corrobojated by foch pxivate^ letters, or other coir 
l^iteial tefliinaany as ik^ill fully iat^fy them as to the ai^. 
thenticity and fufiictency of his teftimonials. After in* 
fpeding any evidences of hi& literary acquirements which 
may be laid before them, the Prefl^ery (hall enter inta 
a ftee conwrfetion with him^ in order to difcover his 
Ibundnefs in the faith, and- experiment^, acquaintance 
wjrh r^ligian. If they (hall obtain iatisfadiion' on theie 
feveral articles, they ih^U proceed tQ examine him oi> 
the ]/;ai:ned'langu^ge^ the arts, Iciences, theology, church 
hiftory and government;, nor (hall they receive him,un* 
Ipfs he Ihall appear to have made fuch attainments in 
t^iefe feveriU ^ranchos, a$ are riequircd o£ thoiib who re* 
<^ive their eduii^atipny or pals their triaia among our- 
Jl^lve^*, gut if, upon the Wbok^ he appear ^o be a per^. 
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foil lirorthy of enoouragemMt, and who {^omiCes ufe^ 
faln^f^ ih this church, they (hall rtttwt him a$a minify 
ter or catididate on probation, be firft adopting our ftand^ 
tnlft of dodi^ne and difcipline^ and promifing.fubje^tiott 
to the^ Prcfbytery in the Lord. During this ftate of proi 
Nation, he may preach thfe gofpel where regularly calledt^ 
either as a ftaced or occafionad fupply, and if an ordained 
cniniftef , perforn) etery part of the minifteriat fondions^ 
except that he tnay not vote in any judicator}', or accept 
a call for fettlementi • 

*. If tl»> foreigner^ who flialUpj^y to any Gomniittee of 
Prefbytery as aforefaid, be an ordained minifter, fuck 
Coctimittee * Pre&ytery may, at their difcretion, diA 
penfe with the fpecial examination on literature in thtl 
a6fe preferibed, provided he (hall exhibit fatisfadory 
^idence that he has received fuch education^, and mad^ 
fuch progr^fk in languages, arts and fcrences^ as are re^ 
quired by the conftitution of our chlirch as qualifica«i 
tions for the gofpel-miniftry^ but id aU other refpedi 
the exartiinatioti fliall be the fame as \h the cafe of a li^ 
cefttiate^ 

• If from profpcfts of fcttlement or of greater tffefi/Inefsi 
aminifter or licervtiate tinder probatibn, in- any Prelby- 
tery, (hall wiftito move into the bounds of another, hd 
Ihadl receive a difmiflion, containing a certificate of hi* 
ftanding and character from the Prefbytery under whofe 
care he (hall have beett, which certific#e fhall entitle 
him to the fame fiandiag in the Pre(bytery into whofer 
bounds he (hall mover, exc^t that from the time of his 
tomiflg under the care of this latter Pre(byteFy, a whpld 
year (hail elapfe before they come to a final judgment 
fcfpefting his* reception. * 

When any foreign minifter or licentiate received 
•n eertificftte, or pturfttant to trials in any Prefbytery^ 
(hall have reiided generally, and preached within theif 
bounds, and under their direAion, for at leaft one year, 
they (ball csufe him to preach before them, (if they 
judge it expedietit) and taking into confideration as well 
the evidence derived from their former trialr^ as ^kai 
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which may arife from his. acceptance in the churches, h^ 
prudence, gravity, and godly converfation, (hall, from tb^ 
combined evidence of the whole, determine either torc^ 
Gcive him, to rejecSl him, or to hold him under further 
probation^ In cafe of receiving him at that, or any 
iubfec^uent period^ the Presbytery (bail report the (ame 
to their Synod at its next meeting, together with all the 
certificates and other testimony on which they received 
him ^ or if it (ball be more convenient, this report may 
be made to the General Affembly. 

The: farid AfTemUy or Synod, (as the cafe may be) 
(hall then inquire into the proceedings of the Prefbytery 
in the affair, and if they find them to have been irnqgu* 
lar or deficient, they*(hall re-commit them to the Prcf- 
bytery, in order to a more regular and pcrfeft procefs. 
But if the proceedings. had in the Preibytery appear tc^ 
have been conformable to this regulation^ they (hall care- 
fully examine all the papers laid before them by thePref^ 
bytery, or which (hall be exhibited by the party concern- 
ed, and confidering their credibility wd fu£k;iency, come 
to a final judgment, either to receive him into the Preiby- 
terian body, agreeably to his Handing, or to t^& him. 

In order, however, to facilitate the fettlement of fo- 
reign minifters as foon as may confift with the purity and 
order of the church, it is further ord^ned, that if the 
proper Synods or the General Ailembly, are not to meet 
within three m<^ths after that meeting of a Preibytery, 
at which a foreign mtnifter on probation is expeded to 
be received, the Preibytery jpay (if they fee caufe).Iay 
his teftimonials before that n>eeting oi the Aflembly, or 
Synod, which. (hall be held next before faid meeting of 
the Preibytery. If this AflTembly, or Synod, (hall ap-' 

J)rove the teftimonials, they (hall give the Preibytery 
iicli information jind direftion as the cafe may require,; 
and remit the fame to them for final iflue. 

In all other cafes it (hall be deemed irregular for an/ 
Synod or General Affembly, to receive a foreign n>inif- 
ter or licentiate, until be Ihall have palled his period of 
probation^ and been received and reported by fome Pref- 
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^tery in manner aforefaid. No minifter or licentiate, 
after being rejeded by one Prelbytery, fhall be received 
by another ; or if received through miftake or othcrwife, 
he (hall no longer be countenanced or employed after the 
impofition is difcovered. 

If, however, any minifter or licentiate fliall think him- 
fiilf aggrieved by the fentence of any Prelbytery, he (hall 
have aright to carry the matter, by complaint, to the pro- 
per Synod, or to the next General Aflembly, giving rio-* 
tice thereof to the Preibytery, during the meeting at 
which tflte fentence was pronounced, or at the meeting 
Bext following. 

Tfaefe regulations and provifions, relative to the re- 
ception of foreign minifters and licentiates, are to be con- 
fidered as coming in place of all that have heretofore' 
been eftablilhed on this fubjefit, and all judicatures and 
individuals under the care of the Affembly are to re-' 
gard them accordingly^ 

^ke Committee appointed to prepare 'a Report on the Nar* 
ratives of tie Mijionaries^ ieg leave to report — 
THAT the Miffionaries proceeded on the refpcftive 
tours prefcribed by the laft General AfTembly, and agree- 
ably to their inftru&ions. It appears frorti their jour- 
nals, that your Miffionaries have been very diligent and' 
laborious in difchargirig their duty. Thev have preached"- 
th^gofpel in feafon and but of feafon,%nd frequently 
to two, three, and jR>ur hundred people/ They have tifit- 
ed many families, J)a!^ized a great number of children,^ 
and fome adults, and feveral times adminiftered the 
Lord^s Supper. The fuccefs of the Miffionary labours 
is greatly on the increafe. God is (baking the valley of 
dry bones on the firontiers ; a fpiritual refurreftion is therd 
taking place. There is a ferious and folemn attentioa 
to the great realities of religion in many and in different 
parts of that country. Some hundreds of people have^ 
jp a flK)rt fpace of time, been received into the commu-. 
nion of the church, and among thefe feveral who wer^ 
fnrmerlv avowed infidels and univerfaliib. > 



Thefe joyfiri accounts are corroborated by a nambeiT 
of letters from the frontier fettlements, in yvblch the in^ 
habitants e3c[>rcfs the mod unfeigned gratitude to the 
Afl^nibly for fending then) Miffionaries, and ardemlf 
pray the continuance of Miffionaries among them. 
. Thefe accounts from the frontiers, your Committee 
4re perfuaded, will excite the love» animate the zeal> and 
induce all pious chriilians among us, who have been m 
the habit of contributing towards thefupport of the gof- 
pel in our frontier fettleaients,to continue their contri* 
butions. Only ten years have elapfed iince the flKt Mif« 
fionaries were fent out by this Aflembly. Since that 
period fome thoufands of families have fettled on the 
frontier, who are rapidly forming into focieties, in older 
to have the gofpel preached, and its ordinances ftatedly 
sidminiftered among them. Now is the time they need 
» ^fiance. Their eyes are turned, and their applications 
addrefled to this Aifembly, as an inftrument in the hands 
of the Redeemer to afford them the neceffary affiflancei 
Your Committee conclude by obfervtng, that, in iheii 
opinion, the above a(;count IhouUi be feot dowo to the 
churches in your printed extracts, aa a fuScieot argu* 
ment to prevail with them to raife coUedions to enabb 
the Aifembly to purfue and extend the great and glori- 
bus work they have beguQ and carried on with ibcfa 
abundant fuccefs. ^ 
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Tkff Committee appointed to arrange ike JMRJJmaryi btfmefs 
maiie a Report^ which "was approved and adopted^ and 
- it bsfollowi^ viz. 

• THAT they recommfcnd the Rev. Robert Logas, a 
Mifiionary of laftyear^ to be again appointed to itinerate 
for three months or more, taking theiune roats^ and 
popping, at the fame places as he did lall fummer, pro- 
ceeding as far as the Cayuga Lake, Onondago county* 
A&the Aflembly have received from fcvcral congr^- 
t-ions, in. that trad:, communications by letters^ gjytng 
the moft agreeable, account of Mr. Logan's. ufefukw6, 
defcribing the blciJed effcdsofa preached gofpel iit that 
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ifpmtev, andearaeftly^foliciting a continuance of tliesU:-' 
tention of the Afico^y, offering to pay a confiderabk 
fiiare of. the fxpenfe attending fuch a mifiion. It is 
thought advifable, that Mr. Logan Ihould fet out about 
)be firft of Septenfvber. 

- Tl>e Co(n#nittceadvife, that the Rev. Jonathan Free- 
man be- appointed a Mrfiionary for four montl>s» to fe^ 
•uton the firft' day pf Jid^ly^-and to take the rood pre-* 
fcribed to Mr. Logan iaft year, beginning at Tiogal 
Point, or wlicre be may think it nvirft ul'efuK Your 
Connnfiillee recommend the appointment of the Rev.' 
Robert H. Chapman^ Miflionary for two months, to 
dommcnce as foon as poffible, and that his route begin- 
at the hither part of tho Beech Woods, and to be con*' 
tinucd on to Newtown, at which place he is nottofpen^ 
inore than two weeks until he return to the fame route. 

Your Committee aUo recommend the appointmei^ 
of tb^ Rw. John Lindfleyon a miffion of four morithv 
te commence the firft of June next, at Delhi, on the 
^laware, thence to the Cookhoufe, A<iuaga, Chenango, 
P^rego, Orid,.Ronfiulus and Hc^or, and that he rc"kurn 
by the fame route as far as he may find if -convenient. . 
Alfo the appointment of the Rev. William Boyd, of 
New-Brunfwick PreCbytery, for two months^ of the en- 
fuing fummer, viz. June and July, and that he fhould 
accompany Mr. Lindfley as far as is thought expedi^iitTr 
AUb theUcv.* Mathcw L. Ferine, aHicentiate uftdor^ 
tbe.caro of New-Brunfwick Pre&yteiy. His miffion to 
cscutioue for four months, b^nmng in June or July, at 
Wilkfharre, thence to Lacquawany, Blackwalnut«Bot« 
tiHD, WLolufing, Wyfox, Slielhequin, the Painted Poft,. 
Landflsy Town, Bath, and thence throu)j:h the Gene-' 
ec.country, to the military) lands, to Fort Stanwix, and- 
Fort Schiftyler, t];ten return down the UnadiUa through- 
the Beech Woods. 

- Your Committee further recommend, that* the Rev. 
James HaU,.of thePrelbytcsy ©f Concord, in tbeSynod 
of the Carohnas, be appoimed a Miffionary. |o the 
Matches^ for £ev€xal montbs,to.commence about the fiA 
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of Oftobcr next. For the fupport of this Miffionaiy, fc 
uezpefted the Synod of the Carolinas yi\\\ make {omt 
I^ovifion, and alfo take meafures for fupplying his pul«- 
pit in his abfence.. 

, From the account given to us from the commiffion of 
the Svnod of Vipginin weft of the mountains, your Com- 
itiittee recommend^ that they be allowed to appoint one 
or more catechifts to Iab<mr anjong the Indians, if it is 
thought expedient. 

They alio recommend^ that the MiffionarieB, in pre- 
paring their reporiB for the Ailembly, be enj^ed to 
abridge from their larger journals, a (hort and fuccinA 
account of fuch rpatters as have hitherto been required 
of them, and to read this only to the Afl^i^hly, unleft 
the other is c^led fpr, 



Jh Account of d remarkable Revival of Religion in Bem^ 
Albany County y State of New- York ; communicated in a 
Letter from ike Rev. Mr. Eliphalet Nott, Paf- 
for of ike Prefbyterian Ckurck in A^^^^^y^ to the liev^ 
Mr. MitLER, of New^York. 

Albany^ Junf 25, 1800, 
_R?v. Sir,, . 

HAVING made my intended vifit to Bern, I take ' 
this oppofftunity of detailing a fev^' faAs relative to 
tne late revival of religion in that place. To render the 
foUowing detail more intelligible, I would obierve, thai 
the eaftern part of Bern, where the late attention to re-. 
" ligion has principally been, was fettled about twelve 
years fince, moftly with emigrants firom NewrEngland. 
From the time of their fettlement until the late reforma- 
tion, they continued deftitute of a fettljd miniftry, and 
of the ordinances of the gofpcl. There was not even a 
church formed, nor was there any kind of religious af- 
fociation, except a fmall clafs of Method ifts, not ex- 
ceeding twelve in number. A general- diffolutenefs of 
mi^Boers prevailed, and an awful infeafibiiity with teit 
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SpcSt to eternal coiKzerBs increafed from year to year. 
In the weflern part of Bern, there had been eftabliflied^ 
for many years, a Dutch Reformed Churdi ; t^t that 
church had been fa long without the regular preaching 
of the word»and the adminiftration ofgcSpel ordinances^ 
that fcarcely any thing, even of the form of religion, it- 
ouiined in it. In one word, there' was no place, per-^: 
hap&y in all this cpuntry, where there was kfs religion ; 
no place which, to human view, was in circumfUnces* 
more difmal and unpromiitng. But notwithiibnding 
thefe tlijpgs, God has fingled out th^ people as the ofaK 
je£ts of his fovereign grace, and viiited them with falva* 
tion; while many of our churches, in circumfUnces appa^ 
rently more hopeful, ftilj^moum the abfence pf his Spirit** 
So great has been the change that has been efieded in 
Bern, fo very ftriking the incidents that have led to it, 
that he mud be blind who does not lee the divine 
agency through the whole. He muft be more than infi- 
del, who is not convinced, that the finger of God is in this. 

To give you a jufi: idea of this glorious worl|^ I ihall 
be obliged to mention fome particulars which would be 
unintereiling, were it not for their connedtioo with things 
more important ; did they not tend to (how the (bve- 
reignty of God, and how eafy it is with him to make the 
moft incidental circumftance a mean of arrefting the at- 
tention and a^e<^ing the heart. - . . . 

The awakening, began in the winter of ninety-^i^t. 
The circumflances were as foljbw : Dr. J. B* Smith, 
(whofe memory we all refped, and whoie death, in the. 
meridian of ufefulneis, we highly deplore) at the requeH; 
of an individual, (pent a Sabbath in Bern ; and after he 
had returned from public worlhip, Mrs. T y a mar- 
ried lady, who had, for a confiderable time, been in ill 
health, came into his room, and entered into fome con- 
verfation about her diforder. Dr. Smith aiked her if ihe 
had ever thought that her illnefs might terminate in 
death ? The interrogation faftened on her mind with in* 
fluence irreiifUble,' and produced in her an earneft foli^ 
Citude about her eternal concerns, which folii^itude c<)nr. 



tinoed for feveral months ; during whiclv pcriiid anf siwr> 
fill ^oom hung over het mind, throu^i which not 1^ 
beam of light or hope gleamed. 

Herhwu>and, Mr. T— — , was a man whofc worldl]^ 
circumflances were flattering ; but with refpeft to rein 
gion, in the ftrideft fcnfe, he was a Gallio. Being 
himielf a ftranger to ferioofi thought, and neither hop* 
ing nor fearing any thing from the religion of the crolsi 
be (aw, with regret, the change in his companion; and 
ridiculed her folicitude, as the refult of folly and fiuKH 
ticifm* Speaking of her exercifes one day in the^re(ence 
ef a hired fervant, in a kind of phrenzyhe afted, what 
eould be the caufe of her defpondency ? and added, that 
tc believed her pofleffed with the devil. The fervant^ 
better acquainted with the travail of the foul than his 
employer, replied, that he krtew what ailed her ; that lh« 
Was under conviftion; that he had feen others in the 
feme fituat ion; and reqiiefted Mr.T— ^ — to fend fori 
brother of his, who, he faid, was a Baptift minifter, liv^ 
Jngaboul twenty miles diftant. Mr. T doubted of 

his having fuch a brother, and, partly with a view to 
deteft him in a falfehoocl, or, ihould what he aflerted 
prove true, fuppofing his brother mull be a poor igno^ 
rant eathuQftft, wlK)fe performances would afford hint 
fomp divcrfion, wrote a letter, inviting him to vifit and 
preach at- Bern. He accepted the invitation, and preach- 
ed his firfi fermon in June, '17 98* Few attended^ 
and nothing remarkable occurred. Three jveeks after-' 
wards* he preached a fecond fermon in Bern. Theaf- 
icmbly was much larger than conimon; an unufual ftn 
kmnity was vifible daring the religious exercifes of ibcf 
day ; and feveml perfons were awakened to a ferious con- 
cern about thdr eternal interefts; among whom was 

Mr. T , who, in derifion, hadjnvited this krvant 

of Jefus there, little expefting that he was to be made 
the inftrument of bringing falvation to his houfc. 
• From this'timc the attention increafed; numbers liv- 
ing remote from each other were flrtjck under convic- 
tion; and, from different parts of the town the cry wa» 
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teird, « What muft I do to be faved ?'* The revival 
flrew the attention of the Mcthodift, Baptift, Dutch- 
Reformed, and Prefbyterian minifters ; and their labouii 
iverc bleft to increafe aind extend the revival. Undct 
every fermon fortie were awakened, till the attention be- 
came, in a great degree,' general. For a Confiderable time 
All denominatiofis met with open doors, and the gofpel 
fcertied to \>t gladly received, whoever was the meflehger; 
But, at lerigth, the different fentiments of the mihifter$ 
who laboured slmong^ them; terminated in the eftabliHi- 
inent rf ^ Baptift, a Methodift, and & Prefbyteriati 
church ; through the whole, a fpirit of chriftian charitjf^^ 
prevailed,' and but little of that profelyting zeal has beed 
inanifeft}^, which dfteli ptedomiihates in fuch tinies of 
tefirefhing. 

,The att^ntiofi continued to iricreafe until fome tiraift 
taftwi titer; fince whi^h period, the inftances of awaken^ 
ing h^ebeertlefs frequent. The number of thofe hope* 
fully coni^crted during this buf -pouring of the fpirit id 
Pern and its vidnity, is about three hundred. " In bu^ 
few inftanice$ h^Cs there appeared ixij thing like enthufi^^ 
tfm; and'doring the whole awakcinihg there has' been but 
little of thofe impetuous eniotionsy of that Irrfegular ancf 
4>oifteroUs zeal, that hith freqCilentlj^ eharafterized paft 
tevivak: ,. . r . ; % '■ \ 

The refornlAtiorf had fcdrrled id itfelf the^nfloft evident 
marks of divi^jiiflligin ; Thfe conviftibn^ of thofe whd' 
have been the ftibjefts of this awafecriiAg, hapve bedn, iii 
g^eral, regulslryfolenninf; and pdngent ; theif toilVerfiotii 
bdm and rational; their hbpe fdblintie aifd heavenly! 
and their lives abd conv^rfationl finfCe have been',- iii f6me 
good degree, as becorfteth the gofpel. The otit-pour- 
ihg of the fpirit has not been confiited to any paTticlilaf 
age cff charafl^er; Some at eleven years old have giVeii 
hopeful evidence of their having paffed from death unt* 
life. Some grey with age, and bc^ed d^^n with in^ 
firmity^ have become babes in Chrift.* 

• * Some t^Ho date their conversion since the late revivjij, ire ^ 
fwecn seventy and eighty years old. 
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' Several afeettdfs of Univcrfalifm and Dcifin havp bfei 
brpught to yie}d to the force of truth, am] cordial^ to 
^mbraf e thf difiprinii noting ckxflrines of the gofpel Tinp 
fifed^ of thU revival have t3een viHble even among tbcfe 
9vho have not apparent iy experienced its faving bencfita. 
Ignorance and iupeiftitipn have given place to light and 
truth* pruokenn^fs and piHDfan^nefs have been checked, 
and vain pl^fure^ and aniufements in a great mealgr^ 
Impended. The Sabbath^ hitherto ihamefuiiy Qegle(%ed, 
is now ilri^ly pbferved % and many who formerly wenr 
feldofn ieeQ at a place of divine wor(hip, nova give a 
1kc\Gt and fplemn attendance. Though this out-pouriiig 
^the fpirit has been principally upon the newiy (etiied 
part of ^^rn^ fofpe drops have defceqded upoB the cM 
Dutch-Reformed Church. Several who had.feog beet 
cornn^uiii^a^^i* have lajte)y felt the power of divine 
grace upoia their h^aiits; and pr(^efs tQ haveotperi- 
^ced the r^ahty^ of that religion which hefooe tbqr 
pnly knew by profiiflSonT Others begin to be aburmed 
^ ^l^r^onditiohi and to exprefs their fran* that they 
jure yet fl^^i^ers tP t^ religion pf the gofpd. 

Here I can;>Qii; but i[nent^n the pa/tici^ars rdative t0 
Itlie a^yal^enjn^ %(nd coavcr^op of one individual ; as it 
^ill tend to Ihpw the deplorable ignorance of that peo- 
ple, and, at the fame time, to magnify the grace,4nd fo- 
vereignty of God- An aged father in that church, who 
had for ii^ny y^ai> been a cotan^pu^itf andaa el- 
der, was iSooQ^ tinne lafl fall ftrujck with convidtioa* His 
lexercifesi were yr^cpiiia^P^y ^vwful and pui^ent. He 
teemed oyerwhelfi^ed with the tt^pnghta of eternity aad 
eternal things* So i0\preflivie were the views which he 
had of his'tptally Fuined date, aod fo fearful the appre- 
heoiions whi^h he entertained of the wrath of an angry 
iGod| that he was drive^i almoil to dcfperation. Na|r|e6t- 
ing alt worldly concerns, he betook himfelf to reading 
Ih^e icriptjiires aad to prayer. His infatuated family, fup- 



* In this particular congregation almost sill are coDuntitucaotS| 
however immoraL * * 
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pofing this to be efie<ftcd by witchcraft ^ took from him hU 
teibte, and carried him by force to a man who profrffetl 
ikill in breaking the enchantment of witches. This im» 
poftbr, after playing his magic tricks over him, and 
icourging him in vain, difmifled *bimas incurable. Ail 
this B^d little efFed upon him; his mind flill continued 
fix^A npx)n the falvation of>his foul. While m ttris 
fituatTon, he was very folicitous to vifit Mr> ■ ■ , a 
pious mfniflier in the Dutch Church, with whom he b^ 
formerly been acquainted* This, for ^ eonfiderabic 
time, mis denied him. However, at tlpie ibiicitation of a 
gentleman of rcfpedlability, who interpofed, his family 
itroniented. He accordingly went, ^nd remained fevend 
days- with Mr, . ■ . . , , who gladly opened to him the 
fcriptures, and preached JefuS unto him. Under this 
teaching, he obtained lieht and comforts and returned 
to hts family praifing and glorify tng God. Since wliii^h 
time he has continued a witnefs for the truth, and ailrik- 
ing^ inftance of the ftjvereignty of the grace of God. 1 
tould mcntbn feveral other inS^ncc^s which hfpre beca 
attended with circtinciftances worthy of relating^ would it 
ftot protraft this lett^ to too great a length. For, dur- 
ing the prcfent revival in Bern» God has been pleafed, lA 
fevefal inftances^ to fingle out thofe as objefts of hii 
grace, who, to human view, were plated in circumft^n* 
CCS the raoft unpronriitng. Many, who at firft opptrfcd 
the r^rmatiocr, are tiow amdng the number of the re- 
formed ; and feveral of its bitteitfl enemies havjc been 
(lain by its influence, and by its influence have been 
made alive. There \^ alfo been a confiderable atten- 
tion to religion at RenflHaerviHe, at Coeymans, and at 
Woncefter, near Harper's Field. ^* When the Lorf 
turnetfc back the captivity of his people, Jacob'fhall re- 
joice and ffrael be glad/' 

• That he with whom is the rcfidye of the fpfrit, may 
continue to pour watef bn them who are thirfl:y, ana 
floods upon the dry ground, till the whole earth (hall 
be filled with the glory of God, is the fincere wife and 
prayer of yot;r affcftionate fiiend and brother, 

E. NOTT^ 
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"JTke Field Jor Miffionary Labours ix enlarging before xf. 
From every Quarter^ the Inhabitant of the Defert^ like 
the Man of Macedonia^ is crying to Chriftians^ " Come 
over and help us^ 



^ a Meeting of the DireRors of the Nezv- York jyat^ . 
ary Society ^ the following Addrefs was laid before them* 

ff^e the Subfcribers^ a Committee for Indian Affairs^ ap- 
pointed by the New- York Baptijl AJfociationy at thek 
Seffion^ in this City^ the zift and 22a of May, 1800; 

• 

To the DireSors of the. New- York Miffionary Society^ far 
the Promulgation of the Gofpel among the Indians. 

Gentlemek, 

WHEREAS the above-mentioned Affociation 
hath, for fpaie ye^rs paft, held a correfpoDr 
^ence with fome of the Indian tribes on our north-weflern 
frontiers, in which fundry talks and tokens of friend(hip 
have redprocally pafled ; and whereas it appears by the 
Indian letters (fome of which we lay before you), that 
^ey are fplicitous that our brother, the Rev. Elkar 
nah Holmes, fhould ^gain vifit them, and preach tb^ 
gofpel among them ; and he having manifefted a willing- 
nefs to leave bis family in this city, and again to explore 
(he weftern wdds, and, if prafticable, even far beyond 
the limits of any of his former travels $ it was therefore 
fnoved in the faid Aflbciation, that he be a^ain requefted 
and encouraged to go forward : the whole were unani- 
mous in their wifl:|es, that his former and future labours 
might be abundantly blefled among^ the poor Indians, 
jind that, if pradicable, he would again vifit them ; but 
our having no funds for the fupport of a Miffionary, or, 
\i need be, for the affiftance of his family in his ab^ce, 
was a forbidding circumflance : they, however (without 
j:he mod diflant idea of encouraging any projeft that 
jhould feem to be counter to, or feparate from the be- 
lievolent defigns of the Miffionar)' Society in this city), 
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jippointed us a Committee to puHue fuch meafures as to 
i^ might feem proper, in order, if prafticable, to carry the 
defign into effeA, under exifting drcumftances. 

We, therefore, confidcfing that a door hath thus been 
opened, and that the poor Indians have fo &r placed 
confidence in Mr. Huimes, and wifliing that every log, 
and brier, and ftone, might, if poffible, be removed from 
his path to their fire-places j and being confident that 
your views in the Miffionary bufinefs are not confined 
to any particular denominations of chriftians, we are in- 
duced and encouraged to folicit your pecuniary aid, fo 
far as to enable him to perform a tour of five or fix 
months of this feafpn in the weftern wildemefe, he mani- 
fefling a readinefs at any time to be accountable, and to 
give every information in his power in relation to thefe 
poor people, who are calling and beting, that the o^- 
pel of the dear Redeemer may be preached amon^ c)l|pi, 
and that even fome of their ions might be permitted to 
live among us, for the purpofe of learning letters, and 
fome ufeful mechanic arts, which we fuppofe might be 
idone with very little or no expenfe. 

Wifliing and praying that the fmiles of indulgent hea- 
yen may reft on your benevolent inftitution, we, with 
^entiments of fincere elleem, fubfcribe ourfelves. 



Your friends and brethren. 



Samuel Dodge ^ 
Ezekiel Robbins^ 
Franns VanDyk^ 



fffW^York^ June 165 1800. 



John Duffiey 
Nicholas Cox^ 
Charles Lahatt. 
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The follot)oing arefome of the Addrejfes feftrred to in tlk 
foregoing t They are in the Language which koas diSafet 
by the Indians themf elves ^ and evince the fkirji thty 
have for the GofpeL 

7b the Elders and Meffengers of the feveral Baftiftd 
Churches of the Jffociation at New- J^^'^i 

ff^e^ the Peace-makers and Brethren of ^rothertirtvn : 

Mefengers and Brothers^ 

BY one erf the Lord's meflfengers, our bcknrccf bro* 
. thcr Elder Elkanah Holmes, we received your let- 
ter, for which we feel in our hearts to return our hro-? 
therly-like thanks unto you, for your kind advice and 
wards df encouragement which we fouftd inctofcd there^ 
in. Wc feel thankful, and rejoice to hear that your 
churches d<^ enjoy fqch peace and harthony as you have 
Informed us of. 

Brcthfcn, it is a heavy tittie amongftusj there do not 
fecm to be any movings amongft us, There is a ftnaH 
number of the Lord's followers here, that are driving to 
Walk Zion-ward ; but we feel to take this encourage^ 
ment, where it is faid, " They thgjt waft tjpon the Ii0r4 
(hall renew their ftrength/' 

Wc, your poor Indian brethren, defirc your petition 
to the upper aiTembly, that we might have vifitation 
from on High, and that we yet might fee amd hear the 
ftately ftcppings of our Lord and Mafter; tind ourde-f 
fires are to the Lord, that we might hear the people in 
this land, and the people in this place where we now live; 
crying out, " Men and brethren, what (hall we do?*' 
The apoftle fays, ** For the promife is unto you, and to 
your children, and to all that are afar off, even as t^any 
as the Lord our God fliall call." We feel glad and arc 
thankful, feeing the Lord has put into the heart of our 
brother Holmes, to come and vifit us poor Indians: 
although we are poor, yet he has not complained ; he has 
been very contented amongft us in our fmoky cottages ; 
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the Elder is much fet by in thi$ weftern country ; our 
people, bdh old as well as youi^ the unconverted ai 
imll as Chriftians, lament his going to l«ave ui. And 
Ve aje fprry that our prefent circomftances arc fuch, that 
vac cannot give him a better fupport than what we dor 
** For the bbourer is worthy of his hire/* Again, the 
icripture tdts U9, ** Muzzle not the ox that treadeth out 
the com. Do good to all men, more elpecialiy to thb 
houfehold of faith." 

We are willing, and feel our hearts open to put itk 
our mites, to help to fupport the gofpel of our Lord Je- 
^ Chrift, and alfo willing to receive all thofe m^eii- 
gers of the Lord our God, and who are recommended 
to )i& from any of the baptifed churches belonging t(^ 
your Aflbciatioo. / 

^ Mefiengers and Brqthers, we are very weak; »e 
^K deditft^te (^ one thing, and that is Gc^pel'^miaiflnjl^ 
for we want ioftrudion in fpiritual and divine things. 

We were exceedii^ forry, when we heard that you 
could not^et a man who would be willing to come and 
live Bmoag^ us, and wbofe heart is devoted to God, and 
«?hQ has the feeling fenfe. ot the worth of the iipmortal 
fouls of mankind, and one that has the experimental 
Jtnowledge of the rdigjcm of Jefus Chrift. For the lip 
of truth laith, ** I am the way, the truths and the life.*-' 

We thank you for your kindnefa to us ward, in taking 
£9. much notice of i^s, and fuch paina in fending to us a 
number of the copies-of your minutes and cijcular letter; 
. After this letter leaves us, we fball be very anxious 
of hearing from you the firft opportunity, and this letter 
win be handed to you l^ Elder Holmes -, and the God 
of peace be with you all 

We now conclude, by fubfcribing ourfelves your weak, 
but affe(^ionate brethren^ 



( 



David Fowler J 
John Skeefitfkt 



JTBACl-MAjSLBRs. <^ Samuel Scipio^ . 

1 John Tukie^ 
. V Ifaae^HCawby^ 
SrorAerf<nvn,Dec.4yijgj. David Fowler, jun.C\k. 
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in thi Year 1796, lAe Afukieconnuk Nation (or Stocks 
bridge Indians) wrote a Letter to the New- York Bap* 
tijl AJfocintiony widch they anfwer^d in May^ 1 797, md 
the foUomng iva Copy of the Indians Reply. 

To the Elders and Mejptgers ^ the Churches campofin^ 

the New- York Affbciaticn: 

Wife Men and Brethren attend^ 

XTTE are allowed, by the gdodnefe of the GteaA 
W Good Spirit, this day to fend a few words to yomf 
gars — to inform you, that while our eyes were adxioully 
looking on the path which leads from om fire-place t(f 
yours, we faw Elkanal^ Holmes, whom we look upon zs 
our father, coming hither with a* fmiling countenance/ 
by which our countenances \yere alfo turned into (mil-^ 
ing— -and when he opened hrs mouth, we found that he 
flill declared to us the meflages of him who caufed him 
to vifit us, which gladdened our hearts — and he aJfb deli- 
vered your kind and brotherly talk to us, which ftill add^ 
cd to our joy. 

Brother, we rejoice to hear, that, by your voice/ 
your brother was encouraged to come and vifit us. We 
are glad to liear that youdo believe with us, that it was the 
will of the Great Good Spirit, that your ai^eftors came 
over the great waters to this ifland, for a certain good 
purpofe ; and that you do feel more and more encou- 
raged, by many late remarkable events of divine pro^ 
vidence, to believe, that the time is at hand, when thaf 
great and good purpofe will be fully accomplifhed. . 

Brotliers, we rejoice, and feel ourfelves comforted to 
hear, that you have compaffionate feelings to our cafe—, 
and fince the Great Good Spirit has permitted it to be 
fo, that our ^tion (hould befo much diminidied, and 
raifedyou up to tall trees — that you eftecm it your duty, 
and fome amongftyou feel inclined to mete the like kind* 
nefs to us that ouranceftqrs meafured to,yours» 
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- j^rothers, we rejoice to hear, that you are willing to 
take notice of the kindnefs (hown to your anceftors by 
Curs ; and that you pray, that we and you, your child- 
ren and our defccndants^ may lengthen and brighten the 
chain of fricndlhip to the lateft generations. 

Brothcn, we blcfs the Great Good Spirit, that while 
-bur fathers were fitting in darknefs^ he lent his ambafla- 
dors to them to bring good news^ and that their labours 
were not in vain — and we th^k the Lord, that he blef- 
fes the labours of out father Holmes among us — ^and we 
heartily thank you, - that yoti have encouraged him to 
vifit us^ and fbi* jrour brotherly talk which you feat by 
him. 

Brothers^ in ordet to maintain the covenant of friend-^ 
Ihip which fubfifted* between our anceflors and youre to 
the lateft generations, we will now, according to the cuf- 
torn of our' fotefathers^ cipen the common path one ftep 
wader, which we mentioned to you lafl; yetif ; for we knoyr 
you cannot walk fo well on a narnDw path^ for you are ^t 
to take four legs befide your own when you go a jouf n^. 

Brothers^ we remove dvery green and rotten log 
ftom this path, and pull every brier and thorn, arid re^ 
move every rough ftone from it j it is fo clear itiA fbaii 
Jrou can fee our fire-place clearly. 

Brothers j you have a council fire to the one 'end df 

this path, and we have ours this end. Let us thefeforfc 

always keep this path clear, that no evil birds fhould fov^ 

the iced of poifonous weeds on the way. 

• Brothers^ you are wifet and ftronger than we are— • 

Jou are morei able to remove obftacles out of the waiyj, 
n this path we can both walk backwards and forwards 
to vifit on^ another. Let it be known to all your bre-* 
thrcn — and it (hall be known to our brethren alfo, that 
it may never be forgotten. / 

A belt of wampl§m deliver id. 
We give our father Holmes the fketchcs pf th^hift 
tory of our anceflors. We expcdt he will (how it to 
you^-^and we hope, by the help of the Good Spirit, wfe 
AftU be enabled tp maintain the friendfhtp now fubiift- 
• Vol. L No. 4. H . , 



ing between our nation and yours to the laft. We tui^ 
fiot write all we wifh to fpeak to your ears, for the day is 
ks fpent. We refer you to our father Holnies» who k 
now ready to return to your fire-plac^ WUhing hioiit 
pieafant journey along the pleaiant path — ^fareweU. 

Sacheks. i y^M SAauqueti^a. 

HendrHk Aupaumut,, 
David Nejianuhhuk^ 

CouNSEXLOltft. \ Jofeph Quinney. 

Join Quinneyt. 

Owls * I ^^^^^ fVai^ubq' naut . 

[". ifeW'Siockbridge^ iVw. 23, i797« 

*^e following was delivered to Mr. JffolmeSy when about 
to return from his Jirji Vifi to the Indians. 

New-Stockbridge^ Nov. 29, 1797. 
Patier, attend f 

WE acknowledge, that if is by the goodnefs of tht 
Great Good Spirit, we enjoyed many good days 
with you> finceyou came here by the frdeor our firc- 
|)lace, and have received fo many kind ofEces from you, 
ui teaching us the great important«.thitigs belongmg fb 
the everlalling kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jcfus 
Chrift, by which we may underftand how to ferve aiid 

Sleafe him,. whofe commands and inHitutions we are tin- 
er aD poffible obligation to obey. 
Father, by the help of the Great Good Spirif, yoii 
have inftrutnentally opened the eyes of a number of our 
people, whereby we fee the holy path clearer that leads 
to eternal happinefs, and alfo difcern the crodked path 
that leads to endlefs mifeiy. 

But what ihall v^e render unto the Great Gfood Spirit, 
for all or any of his loving kindnefs (hown towards us? 
Is not thisrhis faying; " Buy milk and honey, wkhout 
moitey, and without price ?** And have we not reafon to* 
Tay^ " Wd will take the cup of falvation^ and call upon 
the nanie of the liord." 

' ^Pchom^mproyedlD call the nation CO 
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Again ; what can we return to you for all the kindnefi 
^pLnd fatherly mftruAion you have given u]s, and allotheT 
kindneffes you have 3pps^cnt\y manifefted ' towards *uS 
thefe many days, but heartily to thank you for the faoie : 
and, by the help of grace, we (hall endeavour to walk 
anfwcrably to the cncTof the enjoyments conferred upon 
us. We hope and crave the Good Spirit to blefs you 
with fpiritual atid temporal ctomforts, and at iaft reward 
you a hundred foM in the world of joy. 

Father, in compliance of your requcft, for the hif- 
tory rfour anceftors, we have gathered a fefw hints of the 
cuftoms, manners, and traditions ofoHranceftors, which 
vvere peculiar to them, fo far as we think credible, as 
.handed down to us by our fathers. At the fame tin^ 
we muft own, that we have but imperfc6t knowledge of 
the old ways, becaufe, ^hen our fathers received the 
Chriflian religion, they thought it was neceflary.for them 
to lay aiide all the cuftoms of their forefathers, cong^ 
qucntly the ancient cuftoms have been gradually left, 
until they are almoft entirely foigotten. Yet, if you ac- 
cept of this piece of hiftory, we will prefent it to you as 
a tollmen of ourfriendfhip; and if you fl^all think propet 
to fhow it to your fnends, or publilh it, it is left-to your 
difcrction. 

Father, as you are about to go and follow the com- 

• mon path which leads from here to your fire-place, 

.we wifli you a pleafant journey, and we hope the Great 

Good Spirit will proteft you on it, that you may find 

jrour fiunily and friends iq health and peace. FareiielL 

fj^eph Skauquethqueat. 
liendrick AupaumuA 
Jofepk Quinney. 
David Nejhomhhuk. ' 
John Quinney. 
John 'Metoccen. 
Solomon Quduquauchmut. - 
David Kamaunuknauk^ 
\John Wautuh((naut^ 

%vi, Elkanah Holam^ 
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fn the Summer ^1798 Mr. Holmes vifiied the Mnhhe-. 

, connuk Nation of Indians. Shortly after his Arrival 

•. amongft them, he received the melancholy News of his 

'i Wife^s Deaths and thought it his Duty immediately to 

return to New^ York, to afford fuch Relief as was in his 

J^ower to his Family y expofed to the Ravages of the ma- 

bgnant Epidemic^ to which his Companion had fallen 4 

naim. 

The following is an Addrefs of Condolence on that Occqfion. 

* 'It is peculiarly inter ejling to Chrijlians, as it willjhow, 
that even in the dark Places of the Defert, which have 
been full of the Habitations of Cruelty ^ the Gofpel will 

' teach the Jalutary Lejfon^ ^* weep with them that weepj'^ 

Fat her y attend! 

WE lafl evening propofed to meet you here, and 
by the goodnefs of the Great Good Spirit, wc 
aflB prefervcd through another night, fo that wc are en- 
abled to meet and mioke a pipe Of peace with you, but 
with groaning. 

Father, it was only as it were ycftcrday, we were re- 
joicing IP feeing each other's faces, after a long abfeiice 
from one another— and by the will of the Great Good • 
Spirit,. he has caufed the darknefs to fpread over vour 
fire-p^ape, and has come fo near as to touch you by hi( 
afflidting hand, in taking away your dear and nearcom« 
pan^on by death ; and a member of your dear friends and 
coq|e£tiohs are alfo taken away from the fide of your 
iire-place to another world, which caufed your tears to 
flo^V down your face. 

Father, our hearts are alfo touched, our tears flow- 
ing : we are weeping and mourning with you as a nation, 
and we muft acknowledge, that the dealings of the Great 
Good Spirit arejufl and right, for he knows what is beft 
for us, and we muftfubmit to his will and good pleafure. 

Father, our encouragements and expcAatioos were 
raifed to a great degree fince we faw you here by the fide 
of our fire-place;* but it feems that it is the wUl df Jiio^ 
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li^fao governs all events, that our ezpedations (hpuld be 
difappointed. 

Father, we mull acknowledge, as children, that you 
know more than we do the will of the Good Spirit on 
fuch occalions ; and the cuftoms of our forefathers are 
only ceremonies, by which they ufed to manifeft their 
ininds one to another, and therefore we omit them. 

Father, let us, as children, exhort you, by the mercy^ 
of the Great Good Spirit, to look to him who fticketfa 
clofcr than a brother, who is able to wipe off your tears, 
and unftop your ears, and raife your heart upright, and 
turn your weeping into rejoicing in a fpiritual fenfe. 

Father, as we, by the help of the Great Good Spirit, 
have eftablilhed a covenant of friendftilp to the lateft ge- 
neration, and have opened a plain and pleafant path ^ 
therefore, let no darknefe whatloever prevent us to walk 
backwards and forwards to vifit one another, lefl we be* 
come as unmindful children. 

Father, as you are about to return to your defolate fire- 
place, we pray, that the Great Good Spirit may prelerve 
andprote<% you fafe on the pleafant path, and we fin- 
cerely deike you to remember us in your prayers every 
days and we hope that the Good Spirit may yet open the 
way, that you may be ellabled to pay us another viiit, and 
Ifclfb to Qur brethren in the (^efert ; and we heartily thank 
you for ' your kindneis which you have manifefted to 
ps. Farewell* 

Sachem$. I Jofeph %hau^h<puat, 

^ Hendrtck Aupaumut^ 
Duvid Nejhonuhhuk. * 
Counsellors. \ Jofeph Quinney, 

John Quinney. 
Q^ i John fVauiuhq'mta. 

\ Solomon Qfurnqnauchmut. 

New-Stockbridgej 08. 8, 1798. 

[In confeqinuice of the application of the Q>mmittee 
iof the New-York Baptift Afibciation, the DireAois of 
t|ie l^ei|r*York Miffionaiy Society agreed to ta]^ tb9 



^oz Letter from tie Rev. Mr. BuUen. 

Rev. Mr. Hdmes into'their (ervice, and to (end hun, 
as a Mlffiooary, at leaft for fix months, to the north- 
weftern Indians, particularly thofe of the Seneca and 
Tmfcarara tribes, with penniffion to viCt'tudi other 
tribes as he may fee fit. Mr. Holmes accepted the ap- 
pointment, and immediately prepared to (et out for th^ 
place of bis Miffionary labours. Previoufly to enterii^ 
on his journey, he met the IKredors ; who, after deli- 
▼eriog to him a fet of fpecial inftm6tions, and conferring 
Vith him at confiderable length, refpefting their views of 
his important undertaking, commended him and his 
miffion to God, by (blemn prayer. He left this city a few 
days after hb appointment, intending to proceed imme-. 
diately to the refidcnce of the Tufcarora InS'tans, after 
(pending a few days at Oneida and New-Stockhridge.'] 

The Rev. Mr. Bulletis Letter to the Secretary of the 
New- York Miffionary Society^ dated Bedford^ May 26^ 
1 800. 

Rev. Sir, 

WE came on our journey with as good fpeed ai 
could have been hope|l in fuch a feafon, tiO 
ficknefs in my family impeded us; yet, confidering our 
getting early at Pittiburgh important fqr the purpofes 
of the miffion, and for ourfelves, we delayed as little as 
poffiblc : if we had reached the Ohio, we might have 
gone down, and that, as I fuppofe, without any mate-i 
rial . detriment to invalids ; but by the time we came 
here, the ficknefs of my daughter Polly was fb fore upoa 
her, that I duril go no further ; befides, my wife was quktt 
unwell. My daughter's fickneis has continued till this 
time ; her fever has fb affefted her nervous fyflem, that 
ihe has had but very little ufe of her reafon, and we had 
for fome time but faint hopes of her life. We find cau(b 
to blefs God, her health and reaibn appear to be return-* 
ihg. Yeflerday fhe was able to walk fevettl times adofs 
the room. We fhall proceed on our way as foonas inay 
he. We have been kindly received in thefe parts, afidi 
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the people feem difpofed to receive a preached gofpel^ 
and are generally deftitute of dated mini{lratkin3. Ba}- 
ford is a. vacant congr^ation, and there appears to be 
ierious attention here. They have ihowa us much kiad- 
nels in our affliction 

My w(^hy friend. Deacon Rice, his family, and the 

yoyngmen, are gone on, and are, Itruft, in the Indian 

country by this time, fo that 1 hope the work of teach*- 

ing the Chickafaws good things is not negieded f yet I 

want to be .with them. If my folks were weU, we mi^l^t 

^o in five or fix days from this place to Pittiburgh^ frpqi 

thence to theChickafaw Bluns is ufually twenty dayiv 

We have had the happinefs to become acquainted with 

the venerable Dr. Coc^r, whole converfatbn and friend^ 

Xhtp hftve been very confolatory and encouraging in aur 

afiiifted circumftances. Good man, he has great hope 

for the Heathen, that they will fton be given to Jefus^ 

for a pofleffion. We have made no delay for the (ake 

of minifterial iervices ; but where delayed by ficknefe, 

Jhavc thought it a duty to improve every opportunity in 

this way — ^the people attend with great Icrioufncfs — they 

tell me white Indians want teaching as much a9. rfd 

ones : 'tis fome confolation to me, that though I can* 

not yet be with the Incfi^ns, the Lord hath opened the 

liearts of the people in this new country, to hearken to 

the plain doftrines and precepts of chriftianity. From 

lArhat I have obferved» am induced to believe, that the 

plaineft talks, fuch as may be under ftood by the 

weakefi: minds, are generally apt to take hold of the 

, minds of the people, and do them good, efpecially wherei 

jjmy have had but little infixud;ion,.as '\% generally thei 

'*Sfe in tbefe parts. The continuance of your prayers for 

.us, and for the Chickafaws^ is defired. Any additional 

inlbrudions will be thankfully received. \t is the defire of 

my brother Rice and myfelf, that tlie >3ew-York Mif- 

fionary. Magazine, and fotoe one of the newfpapers, may 

l>e regularly iifint us by the matl,arvi the expenfe charged 

to his account or mine. With deference and efteem, 

^ I am, youTji, &c. JOS£;PH BUUUEN. . 
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TM following Extract from the Minutes of the Gener^ 
Synod of the Dutch-Reformed Churchy held at Albany y 
the 2d Day of June^ 1 800, willjhow the prefent State 

' of Religion in Upper Canada. • 

• ^* THE Committee appointed on the SubjeSt of MiJJltms^ 

beg leave to report^ 

Firfl^ That the frontien of this State, in general, pre-< 
tent a lai^ field for Miilionary labours, but that the 
moft promifing profpefts, in this rcfpe(9:,open from Ca^ 
nada. 

Singular and unexpedted fuccefs has attended tba 
labours of the Miffionary, fome time fince fent by the 
dai&s of Albany. A Committee of that claffis made a 
report, at their January feffion, in 1799, that the Rev. 
Mr. M'Dowl, their Miilionary to Canada, in 1798, had 
vifited a great number of fettlements in that country i 
had formed into congregations the people of fix larw 
diftrifts, who, together with another diftrift, which ne 
did hot organize into a congregation, cohfifted of about 
420 or 430 families. He found the people very hungry 
for the bread of life, and very attentive under the preach- 
ing of the word. He had feveral invitations to (ettlc, 
tnd has fince accepted of a call from the congregations 
at Adolphus-town, Earneft-town, and Fredcrickfbui^hy 
in Upper Canada, among whom he has gone to refide. 
From all the information which this Miffionary has com- 
municated, and from other fources of iitfelligence, it is 
obvious, that the Lord, in his good providence, has open* 
ed, in that quarter, a wide door for the entrance of the 
gofpel. Letters have been frequently fent to the claflis 
of Albany, and to individuals of that body, requefting, 
and earneftly praying, that our churches would fend out 
faithful fervants -of the Lord to help them. A letter 
now in the hands of the Committee, dated January 17, 
1 800, addrefled to this Rev. Synod, makes a very af* 
feeling rcprefentation of the fituation of the people from 
whom it is fent. It is from the congregation of £li£a« 
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befii-town, in Upper Canada. The writers urge the 
neoeffity of immediate affiftance; they ftate, that the^ 
dan^r of divifion amoi^ them is very imminent, unlefs 
fome perfon be foOn fent to their reKef. They aflert^ 
that future efforts will be fruitlefe, unlefs their congre* 
gations be in a ihort time fupplied^ and they beg of this 
learned body to have compaffion upon them, and to life 
every means to anfwer their wants. They fay, if a per- 
ibn were fent from this body who (hould be acceptable ta 
them, they would make an immediate call uj^n him^' 
and believe that they would be able to raife a large fa<4 
lary, efpeciaUy as ihe neighbouring congregations are 
vacant/* 



To tie PuhSJkir of the New- York Miffionaty Mag^ine* 

Sir, 
Having received from the Rev. Mr. Meader^ the Minify 
ter of the United Breihren\s Congregation in the City of 
New- Yorky the following concife and inter ejing Account, 
of the Moravian MiJjUanSy I fend it to you as proper /# 
be inserted prior to thefirfl Number of thefhort Hiflory of 
MiffibnSj which commences with the JMiJ/iph of the par ^^ 
ticular Baptifts. L. 
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A concife View of the Moravian Miffions* 

Sir, 

AGREEABLE to your requeft, to furnilh you with 
a concife view of the miffions among heathen na- 
tions, carried on by the United 'Brethren*s Church, I 
now will endeavour to do it.— The point from whence I 
fhall begin will be Greenland, belonging to the govern* 
ment of Denmark, To thcfe cold and inhofpi table re* 
glons the United Bfrethren fent Miffionaries in 1 733, and 
eftablifhed aMiifionary fettlement at a place they named 
New- Herrnhut, which, after fevcral years hard trials and 
many difficulties, profpercd* (6 much, that in the fuc- 
ceeding times two other fettlements, to the ibutbward 
of the former, were begun, called Lichtenfels and Lick^- 
Vol. I. No. 4. I 






^66 A c one if e Fiezv of the Moravian Mijiotti. 

tenau. At each of thefe places live two or three Mr{^ 
fionarics, with their wives, and havfe the care of the con- 
egations of converted Green landers,, who have come 
live with" them on the fpot, and enjoy their advice 
and further inftruftion in leading a truly chriftian life. 
More are added to their number, from time to time, by 
preaching-the gofpel to the favages, A full and exten- 
•five account" of thefe miflions, as well as of that coun* 
try^ may be had from David Cranz's Hiftory of the 
Greenlafld miffion, publiflied in England in the year 
1767, 

♦ From hence we will crofs over to Affa, and ftop liift 
at that part belonging to the government of Ruffia. We 
there find a fettlement eftablifhed in 1765, about twcnty- 
im^i Engirih miles below Czarizin, on a ftrfcam calldi 
Sarpa, and which the Brethren named Sarepta. This 
fettlement was begun chiefly with a view to carry the 
gofpel to the Calmuck Tartars, and other heathen tribes 
in fhofe vaft regions, among whom an opening might be 
found. Hitherto no fuccefs has attended the Brethren's 
labours, though their exertions have been great and 
perfevering, and equal to thofe of any of our' MifiidD- 
aries in other countries. Some Brethren cveti refided 
for'ia confiderable time among the Calmucks;' cohforto- 
ing to their manner of living in tents, and accompa- 
nying therh wherever they moved their camp, in the 
immenfe plains covered with long grafs. They omitted 
no of^portunity of preaching unto them Jefus^ aod di- 
Tcding them, from their numberlefs idols and wretched 
fuperftitions, to the only true God, and the only way of 
life and happinefs : but though they were heard and 
treated with civiUty, no impreffion could be made Oft 
the hearts of thefe heathen. Meanwhile, that mi(fioa 
has anfwered another very blefled purpofe, in as much as 
the Brethren were vifited, at the above-named fettlement, 
by the German colonifts living on the river Wolga, and 
through God's bleflin^ foci«ties have been formed, and 
gofpel miniflers provided for mod of the colonies by 
iheir inftrunKntality. 
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fig further fouih-*aft in Atia, we«omc to a 
eitlcnicnt, begun by ibc Brcthrmin 1760, near Trati- 
tiucbar, on tlw coall ot Corofii.ir.del, at ihc i.l;fire of 
■ Danilli govcrnmcnr, chicllv with a view to carry the 
gofptl to the inbabilints ot tlic Nicobar Iflands. Af- 
ter a perlevcring, but fruutcis aUciii|)t, to form an 
cllablithment at Nancawcry, one of tiie Nicobar If- 
lands, Ibr that purpole, tlic whole plan was defeated 
by the following ctrtuiJifta.iccs. Ti'.e Danifh guvern- 
nieiit, finding the advantage gained by their rcttlement 
on ihde idmds not anfwcring ihc great ex])cnle aueil^j 
Tng ir, wi(bdm»|thtir pcoiile, ami the Brcihren rcfidioe' 
t^ce being lefc olanc, and all coiHiliunication cut on 
between Tranqucbnr and the Nitobar lllandij, it became 
necefl-iry for the Brethren to provide ior ihcrijfclvcs 
means to convey provi!li>r» and otbcr necelfaries to 
their Miffionarics. But the enimiious expenfe and loft 
incurred thereby, and the ficltly iUte of the Miffiona- 
ries, made it ncceflary to rccal th(;m, and thus the ^ 
iniffion'*o thcfc iJiands was fruflrated. Some Brethren 
alio went from llie ietticment near Tranquebar to 
Scram()ore and Patna, where ibcy rrlided for a time, 
watching an opportunity to fcrv't: the caufc of God in 
thofe places; but various circumftances caufed both 
thefe feltlements to be relimjtiiflvjd likcwife. 

We now leave Afia and conic lo Afrira, where we 
meet with the mitTion, among the Hottentots, at the 
Cape of Good Hope. It was bcguo in 1736, by a 
Miffionary ot rcmark^Ie zeal and courage, who bad, 
by hii hjcccfsful laboOts aaiong ihcfc people, formed a 
Idiall congregation of believer^; but when he went to 
Europe with a view to reprefent the promiling ftate of 
the miiTion, and to itturn with afllftauts, leaving it, in 
the mean time, to the care of a piuiis aian, he was; 
to his Inexprefliblc grief and difappoiniiiient, not per* 
niitied by the Dutch government to refumc his Inboun, 
it having been infinuated by fomc perli^ns, thai the pro- 
ragation of Chrillianity among the Hottcnti,>ts would in- 
jure the interclls of the colony. At length, in 1 792, by 
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the mercy of God, and the kind interference of frtench 
in the Dutch government, the oppofition oi evil-mindfld 
perfons was over-ruled, and leave granted to renew that 
mifiion. Accordingly, three Miffionaries have been (eat 
thither, who chofe for their refidence, the place which ike 
^rll Miffionary had left, finding the Hottentots moft im* 
tnerous in thofe parts. Here they began directly to deai 
the ground, and prepare, with the aiiiftance of the Hot- 
tentots, for building the needful habitations. The na« 
tives foon flocked round them, and received their ia- 
ftruftions concerning the falvation by Jefus Chrift with 
great eagcrnefs. They began alfo to ktep fcfaool with 
the children of the natives, to which fome of the adults 
catne, and were taught the Dutch language, in which the 
gofpel is preached unto them. They are fofond of the 
Ichool, that they-^efteem it a punifliment tobeexdodod 
from it. The Miffionaries faw the kbour and pains, 
which they took with thefe poor, and naturally very ftu- 

' pid bein^, in making them acquainted with the tnubs 
of the gofpel, crowned with fuch fuec^fs, that ^ a fliort 
time they could baptife fome of them, and coJJedfc % 
little flock of believers: But while this miffion was ia 
It profperous fituation, and the number oS. converts in* 
creafed, it met with fuch oppofition from the farmeis 
in the neighbourhood, that it threatened to put a ftop to 
this flourifhing Hiiflion a fecond time. This happened 
in 1795, about the time the revolution in Hollami took 
place. However, when the Englifh had made them- 
felves mafters of that colony, the difturbers of the peace 
were foon brought to order, and the miflion has ever 
fince profpered, To that they have been enabled to build 
9i proper meeting-houfe or church for the Hotten- 
tots, and from the iavour and protection which the Bri- 
tifh government has uniformly granted to the Brethren's 

'miffions, the Miflionaries have the beft hopeft, that 
f:hey will remain undiflurbed and proteded in their civil 
and religious liberty. A reinforcement of fome more 

. Miffionaries, with their wives, have latterly been fen^ 
^hither. • * 



We now crofs .over to America, and tcrc we wUl 
€ix our thoughts, firft on a part of the South- Americaii 
coaft, belonging to the Dutch government, at pr^ient i^ 
the hands of the £ngli(h. Here the United Brethrefi 
liave four miffions!' e:&blifhed : i. In Paramaribo, the 
chief place of t^e colony, fomeMifliooanes are ftatione^^ 
^here they preach the gofpel, and labour among the 
0aves, which has been attended with fuch a bleffing^ 
^at ^ey have a little congregation formed of baprifoi 
fiegroes, to whom they adminiiler the word aad facnuneots 
^regularly, The Miffionaries and other Brethren carryii|g 
on fome trades, «con(litute a little family congreg^tiqp 
(if I naay coll it fo), to aiHil the Miffionaries, who may, 
from time to time, arrive from Europe, in getting to 
^eir defiioed pofts in Surrinam, and in procuring the 
needful provilioQs for the Miffionaries at the di^ent 
places. 2> Some miles from this city, two Miilioi)- 
firies, with their wives, are ftationed at a place called 
jSommeUdyke, who likewife proclaim th^ go^l to the 
siegro flaves on the neighbouring plantations with fuc- 
» ce&, and have a congregation of baptifed negroes undfr 
jtheir care. 3. At jBambay,^ a diflrid: where free negfoes 
live, Miffionaries for feveral years have alfo been %<- 
tioned, publiQiing to thefe people, before in deep bea* 
thenifm, the glad tidings of falvation, and have colledeid 
a fmall congr^ation oibeiieyers, who generally live wi^ 
(the Miffionaries, enjoying fpiritual nurfing and advic^y 
jQotwitliftanding the many difficulties and obitacles they 
meet with, partly from local caufes^ and partly from the 
heathen for whoie iake they are there. 4. On the rivf r 
Corentyn, at Hope, a miffion has been eflabliihed al^ 
gmong thc^ native Indians, chiefly the Arawaks. Tlie * 
Miffionaries have to learn their language, to be able to 
declare the gofpel truths to then;! in their own tongue^ 
and with a great deal of pains and patient labour, hav^ 
brought it to far, that the congregation of believers, col* 
ledted from aipong, them, live together in one place with 
the Miffionaries ^ they keep alfo a fchool for the youc^ 
people, apd t<(ach ^eip %o read and write \u (h^ir owi| 
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laaguage. By the lad accounts from thence, this miG- 
fion feemed to be in a profperous way ; between two and 
three hundred old and young people of the Indians lir- 
ing together at Hope. 

From hence we crofi over to the iflands,and come firft 
to Tobago, where a miffion was beguf in 1789; but 
the MifSonary and his wife, departing foon after their 
arrival there, with other advcrfe circumftances of the 
prcfent war, occalioned a tempor^iry fufpenfion, till two 
or three years ago,* when a trial was made to renew this 
miffion, by fending a couple of Miffionaries with their 
wives thither. 

• The next miffion we find on the iflSind B^badoe$. 
Here two Miffionaries, with their wives, are fettled 
about fix miles from Bridgetown, in St. Thomas pari(h. 
Though this miffion was begun as early as 1767, it 
has not fucceeded fo well as in other places : yet a confi- 
derafale number of negroes have believed the gofpel, and 
have, by holy baptifm, been engrafted into the Chriftian 
church, and the Miffionaries have, at present, a little 
increafing flock under their care. 

We proceed northward, to the ifland of St. Chrifl:o- 
pher's (or St. Kitt*s), where, in the town of Baffeterre, 
a miffion has been eftablilhed for feveral years, at- 
tended with fuch good fuccefs, that the negro church 
built there, at times cannot hold all the hearers who 
attend. Befides this, the Miffionaries vifit the negroes 
on different plantations, inilrudling them, as mu<± as 
their circumftances will allow, in the way to falvationi 
and find open ears and hearts to receive the glorious news 
of their redAnption. The number of the baptifed and 
communicants is very confiderably increafed within thcfc 
few years. 

.* The next ifland on which we find a miffion of the 
United Brethren is Antigua. The beginning of it was 
niade at St. John's, the chief town, where the Miffion* 
afies eflablifhed themfclves. Their labour in preaching^ 
the gofpel, at their eftablifhed place, as well as in other 
parts of thfe ifland;i has been accompanied with fuch ^ 
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Iblelfing, that the Miflionaries found it needful to make 
two fndre fniflion fettlenients, of which one> is called 
Grace Hill,- and the other Grace Bay (being near the 
fea-{hore). Large congregations of baptifed n^roes, 
befide other catechumens, are, on each of thefe places^ 
under the nurfing care of their Miffionaries, and they 
contidue incteafing. 

From hence we direA our eyes to the Daniih Wefl> 
India iflands, S^ Thomas, St. Croix, and St* Jan (or 
John)* ' The miffion on St. Thomas is the firft an4 
oldeft of thofe the Brethren have, bein^ begun in i732# 
. 3^he place where they ellablilhed their firft. Miffionar* 
ries'is mtmed alfo New-Herrnbut. On another part of 
the, ifland, a fecond Miffionary eftablifhment has beea 
made fince, and is called Nieiky. Coniiderable congee^ 
gations of negroes attend at both places, where manf 
hundreds aflemble at the dated times for divine ferviceu 
Not far from this ifland lies St. Croix^ where are alfo 
two Miffionary fettlements, namely, at Friedeniheigy 
near Chriftianftadt, and Friedenfthal, near the weil end^ 
The MjfEonaries at each of thefe places^ have likewife 
very numerous congregations of blacks from the-^ifiern 
ent plantations around them, among whom they kbout 
with fuccefs. 

The ifland of St* John is alfo not far firom the two for^ 
mer, on. which are Miflionaries at Bethany imd Emaus, 
minifl^ring unto congregations, compacatively fp^Jcing, 
tibt fo numerous as on the two iflands jufl: mentioned* 
Yet the work of our Lord is carried on with a bleffing 
even here, and the number oi converts increafes. 

We now come to Jamaica, and find in Elizabeth 
parifli, two Miflionary fettlements; in Weftmoreland 
parifli, at Mdbpotamia, alfo refides a Miffionary. The ' 
progrefs in this miffion has been but flow ; the feed of 
• the word of atonement is however ftrew^d/abroad, and 
the Miffionaries have the comfort^to fee».tbat kbegiaa 
here and there to grow, and bring forth fomc fruit. 

Leaving this ifland, we pafs over to the coptinent of 
North- America. . (To be continued.) 
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Smhcr iMclligemt ^ ike Migionaries who fted frm 

Otaheite. 

Sidney (New-Soutk-fVales)^ SepL i, 179*- 

Faihirs^ Brethren^ and Fellow-labourers in tie 
' Go/pel of our Lord J^us CkriJ; ' 

IT hath jpleafed AJoMghty God, who wdrketh ai! 
things after the counfel of his own will, Md ''dinreAsy. 
ynth conrofflmate wii€lom, the affairs of the uDiveHe, lo 
xemove is, the ondeNwritten, with hine other ^Miifioti- . 
acios (as. will appe^ by our public letter, to which' we 
wfer you for particulars), from the ifland of Otaheite to 
this cokmy.. This difpenfiilioB of Divine Provid^cs 
would pft>ve very afflidive to us, were we not Supported 
i^es tt by ffie fteadfaft peiCuafion, that all events am . 
ttdered and dicafted hy Him f^who hath determined 
the times before appointed, and the boundsof our habi« 
tatita;" that we and all our interefts are continoally in 
Ikis hands ^ thai: all things (hall infidlibly work together 
for ouyf; good, and the furtherance of his caufe and in« 
tcieft In the world : this perfua£on quiets our minds, 
telieveli our anxiety, and difpofes us to wait patieiftly 
the/ifibe of Pmvldenoe with regard to our future ope- 
nations. Ii» the mean time permit us to obferve, that 
this event has not fi-iifliated the objeA of your mif^ 
£on to Otaheite (as feven of our brethren dill remaio 
there), but opened a door for more extenfive uicfuine& 
amongdour countrymen in this colony, whofe necejltie$ 
plead » and whofe ciaims for a participation in your 
^ works of faith and hboars of love" are Jhronger than 
febofe of any other nation. We cannot, as yet, prefent 
you with an account of the (uocefs of our labours fince 
Our arrival here, but we can give you a detail of circum-^ 
fbnces, whidi, we think, you will confider a ground,* if 
not to .believe, at kaft to hope^ that we have not been 
brought here in -vain, or for nought. Waving the reci- 
tal ofcircuoSftanoes which paved the way for our entrance 
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into ; this colony (as you have a minute detail in our 
public letter), we proceed to mention thofe to which w€ 
allude. On our arrival here we \yere informed, that the 
Rev. Mr. Johnfon had been for fome time indifpofed, 
and not able to perfi>rm the duties of his minifterial fixnd- 
tion, and that there was but one other mbiAer.(a Mr. 
Marfden, then reiiding at Paramatta) to attend all the 
fettlements in the colony ; we were moach affe&ed at this 
information.; confideriog it providential that . we wefe 
/ bnHi^ht here; feeii^ that there. was much need for us 
in theplaoe. We conceit it our duty to inform Mi;. 
, « Johnibn x>f our artiyal, and make a tender qf, our fer* 
viCesL in^any part of the colony he thought we might be 
jofeful, which we ilid the next morning by, letter ; to 
wHdi we foon received a very, firiendly anfw^, informing 
us that he would wiUin^ly do all in his power to encou- 
rs^e. fuch peribns a$ us, in a. coloqf where finand ini^ 
quitydid IQ much, abound, and re^^uefted us to vifit hm 
as ibon as-cpnvenient« Thk we ac€x>rdingly did,: and. 
were very kindly received by him and Mrs. JohnTon^ 
who gave lis and our wives an invitation to thdc houie 
and table» till fuch tiine as a f uitable accommodation 
Goidd be provid€;d for us. The Rev, Mr^ Marfden. alio 
treated us with the like hofpitality, and difcofered .2 
readiness to ferve us. The Governor likewife trejcted us 
with iQuch refpeft, and gave us an invitation ,to dine 
with him, which invitation we accepted,, and took this 
opportunity to inform him, thai we would willingly ofi» 
ficiate in the miniftry of the word in any part <^ the. oh 
lony. He told us he would confult Mr. Jol|fi(on and 
Mr. Marfden on the fubjeft ; but on confideration they 
thought it would not be prudent, from the delicacy of 
their (ituation, to admit us into the churchy le|t thi^ 
ihould give offence ; but both they and the Governoir 
tdd us» that we were at liberty to open a place of wor^ 
ihip in any part of the colony. Moreover, the Gover- 
nor made a proffer of a large room intended for a icbool^ 
which he faid we might fit Up for a chapel ; this appeared 
to us the mod proper fpbere to move in, ^jpeclaUy as Mr* 
Vol. I. No. 4. K 
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JohnToa purpofed to return tp Europe by the 0^1 ftiif^ 
«ad the town of Sidney k& deftitote of theotteftm of gtB(e 
-eveiy other Sabbath ^ but our finaiices beij^ low, we 
iwere. ai a lofsihow to fit up a deceit plac^.o? worfhip. 
The apFival ot the Cornwall^ Q^taia Bligh^btoaglittts 
Ietter»> bywhich we were mforined of your jprteieis in 
the miJftMary buiinefs^ and that you gatbti[^ wei^lh 
as you advanced. This inibniKition gbddened oar 
iicarts, aftd we fdt a reviving glow. The Captain ad- 
'vanetd tis property to ^eamoimt of 5ol^forthepi|!irpole 
of fitti^ up a du(pel» for which we gave hi» a jdcaft on 
yA^ Hardcaftte, Efq. Soon a&erCaptaia filigfa's cle- 
partttre, thedtfiavder with which Mn Joholba had been 
loagilfii£);ed, look a fevoara^ tuni).and his hegtih be- 
gan iro be re*efta&iiih«d» which induced btm to^ reiii)- 
^|ui& hi& ii^ention of going to Europe ^ this i«ifle«ed te 
additional ptace ofs worftitp in %dney not tdtfogether 4b 
neceflary^ and we bqgaa to look about for a f)laoe'whidi 
Ibood ftiore in n€ed of our labours. The iettlement on 
the northern boundary and Toon G^bby, ben^ defti- 
tote of the tneafis of grace, appeared to us a £iroumfa4e 
epenine. We have accordingly commenced our labours 
in tiie tormer, in three dt&rent places. Others have of- 
fered their honfe to preach in \ and we have the fiitis- 
feftion to find a readinefs in the people to hear the word 
of life. We hare-hkewile opened an evening lc€b«railt 
Paramatta^ in wiiich place- our bearers are 4efirous of 
haviftg: a obapel ereded^ as our prefem phiee of woifbip 
will not contain theen; but we think it pnriett to wait 
a little l|efoxe v^ expend the property receifved of Capt. 
filigh for that porpofe \ and if it (hould appear an un- 
na^fiary expenfe, we {hall hold the amount- at your diC- 
pofid, as: it is not our intention to burden the Society 
with any additional charges oh our account^ or for oor 
own peifonal fopport, as we hope to be able to nuintain 
ourfelves, though it wiH be with fome MjfiadiyysiA great 
ifppitatiotu Our labours in tlie miniftry will require 
great %odily exertion, by rcafon of the diftance we have 
to go to meet the people ; but we Ihall think oui^ 
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fthrbi amply compenikted for all oar t(uls^ (hould our 
effiats be croumed with fucccfs. It m«]ft alfo rejoice 
ymxt hearts to find, iksaX:. thbugb we are petndved frOM 
the place: csf oor original deftination, it faa^h beea fi» 
over^hiM bj) thfc AX^'tSe DUpofer of « 4«niiiit<s^' a^ to tet^ 
miRate'in the furtherance ^ yo«r laudable and pious d^ 
yifgji in-.eiitendiag the knowledge x>i^dii;im trmk^ and m 
all prob^ility, lay a* fbandation • for the fpread ^ tbD 
oofpe! aaK>ng the numerp4i> tribes that inbabtt tbi^ voft 
waod, and who at prefent- aie ftoA slm^ inio a \wA 
with dib knttt ereatm. But if ytm Ihoijdd be able t^ ef^ 
feft your intended mf(fio|i to the Hindoos; and think 
cur fervices there will be more fobfervient ifi promoting 
the cfe%a of tte Booieitf than in this colony, vi« I10I4 
omieives in readiaefs to follow 'the leadiogsi o£ Fiov^ 
dcoce mthta refpedt-^ as w^ traft w^ have dooft- \xk the- 
late dif^nfation touiards^ u& Waiting:ypidr commands^ 
vTe^hdtra; the honour to fubfctibe <>asfelv«B, 

Your unw<?rrby*Brektocii, FeMoPi^^abo^enf 

aiid fervants in the Lord, 

TAMES FLEET COVER. 

William HBNftY:. 



THE pofaiic mil leart! with pltafeve; that inteOi- 
genc^ is ^redv that the B^iffiofiafies nka re- 
seamed at Otahdte, after feme iiad'idetpaiied to Fort* 
JaskioD, were fafc' aivd well in ftwiwfthtfr, t798. Cue 
montiB^ alter their bvethven * bad liM 'lii^. The (hip 
Sally, Captain Clariciwhoiaftwc^^afrired in the rivet, 
noEet (Zaptain BHgb, of the GomwaU, and Captain Moore, 
of the ^ 1 ■ ' ', at the. Gallipagod* on the^ whak-fifl|ery. 
They informed Captain Ciark^ that they had called at 

Otaheite, and that on entering the bay, the inhabitants 

t » ... 

* The GafJ^^gs area number of uninhabU^d Islands in the;Pa(Ci- 
fic Ocean, among which arc caught the Spermaceti Whale, They 
pt undcf tftp equator, the centre isbind nearly in long. 90 deg. west. 
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fled to the mountains^; fearing they (hould be puniftod 
&n: their behaviour to the Miffiooaries who had depaited^ 
bot that the Miffionaries who reaifttoed> and wbocuna 
on board the Ihipsi periuaded thetn to fcome down, af- 
firing them that they iboaki receive no harm^ which, af* 
ter a day of two; they did. The Miffionaries cootione 
in their flation, but wifli to hear from England. We 
hope, they will foon be gratified in this defire, as the 
Koyal AdmiraU going to Port-Jackfon with CQQVi6bs,is» 
ikfe hear, to carry out a body, not exceeding thifty, MiT- 
fionaries, fio Toi^ataboo andQtaheite, to ftiengtbentfae 
loiiiion in th<^e iflands, and prepare to vifit the Sand- 
wich lilaads, and the Marqudfas.- 

[It appears from the Miffionary Marine, pablilhed 
March 8, i8oo,* that the Royal Adnmal was then un- 
der faiiing orders at Deptford,.and would, on the firft &• 
^Qurable wind, proceed to P(»t(xnouth, to take on boacd 
the IV)ii&onartes. intended for the 8outh-Seas, and the 
remaini^ part of th« convids for^ Botany ^Q^y.] 



A c^mJtViem of the prtfent Si ate of iie Evangelical Re^ 

Upon throughout the World. '^'^ 

[From Dr. ^^A^yEIS*s Htftory of the Church of Chrift» 

juft publiihed, in 5 vols'. 8vo.] 

\Jtmi€ffl the comJUtffioks t^hiehofldte have agit4ftedtie jpv- 
. iions^.thekingjom of Jefus appears evidenifyon^the ^r* 
> creafe: . ^fany 'of oatr remderty we are perfnaded^ ceaft 
j*:not lo prffy^ that tie glorious gofpel. may ie unwerfiU^ 
' diffrfe4p .information a$ to the general Jlate of roligioa^ 
, appears fxtremely-mceffifry in aj^ftingfi^h to pray witi 
. ntid^ftanding. The fMmuing curjbrary revww^ we 
. k^f mUrinfmemee^m-e^fervethspHrpofe,'] 

• RUSSIA. 

. . ' * 

WE have considered the date of this vaft empire* 
hardly yet emerging from barbarifm in many of 
the pi;ovinc^, and little advanced in evangelical know- 
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led|p)e oripradice; ytt may it juftly be regudedas a fit- 
viMjmble circuniftaiice, tbdt a growii^ intcrcoorie, form* 
od with the more poU(hed nations or Europe^ naturaHy 
leads to a htgirer ftate of civBization, and to a happier 
c]altivati«n of {iterature. And as the moft intimate con-' 
nedtions cf Rvffia are ivith thole Froteftaht nations in 
which the power of godlinds nioft f>reysiik;, k cannot but 
afford many and ^eat ^opportunities for the admiflion of 
real truth and godlinefs among them ; efpeciaily as the 
policy of the government hcrtds out encoun^ement* to 
the iettlement of foreigners, arid indulges all;PFOteftants' 
with free Ideration. This has already produced fome 
happy efie6ts in the little colony of Germans on the * 
Wcdga; the faithful who have anfen in LttHiiania; and* 
probably a 'few at Icafi difpcrfed through- die empire,' 
whO) having the book of truth, and liberty to confute its: 
eootents, are more thasn nominai .beKevfers. . It is agrtat 
advantage, tbatrChriftianity is the general/ proieffion^: 
that the orthodox creeds are< profjsfiedly the national be^ 
lief, and howeverlow the? prdent.ftat© of spiritual ^leli-r 

gion may fae.^among tfaem,\fome'fparks.havrappoarod^' 
and a door of hope is open for the admiffionioiF futher 
light and truth ,>wiienever it (hall pfeaie the Lord to arife, ' 
and have mercy on that partof his Zion. - 

. SWEDEN. 

LuTMERAN) in profeffion» enjoying thefreeufe^of the- 
word of God, holding the Aufl^erg Oonfeffion^.ahd filled! 
With miniflers of the Chriftian fahftuary, afEbcds fyinp-' 
toms of ital rei^ion*, and -profpeifts of greater, revivak* 
The . correipondmces between us and them, of btte* 
breathe, a cordial good-wiU to the cauft of God. and t!mth»: 
vibrd inforaiation of new efforts, making to (preacK the , 
l;:nowledge of evangelical dofbines among tbe poor of 
the flock; and in the very lamentations ttey contain of' 
the fpread of. infidel principles, aiid.the too«eat indif<«* 
ferenceto all fptritual religion, it is maniftift tliem* isn * 
body yet remaining, who figh for ail the aboihinatioDs 
that are committed to the diflionour of thcOiriibm- 
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name, and ^iyfagfe voice kyetheard^preackinKAV^ teach* 
ing. J^ftii'GbTiftt bovperer dnMbtooaJble nicb ferTonr' 
may appear, and (bch trptli be rcgartled. IfaftiYeztal, 
and thnipower of gcxttinefs be at.ai low ^bb, there is ftiil 
vkalkx i" the bcdy> ind only watts the eotning of the* 
^rit of the Lord, on tbe appointed Saatfons^ who ftnitt 
oift down tbt tempks 6f Dagoo. 

' . DiENMARK A^i> NORWAt 

Are . in* a ftate; Ihntlar to' tketr^ nd^i)oatis^ of the 
fame Tottgrous profeffioQ, ffaarfns^> I fear, equattfjn their 
dedenfions and .infidelity, but retaining in th^r #fta(>lifh- 
ed diinreh thetrae principles, and not- deftitute^lf faithful • 
witnefles^ who preach and^teach JefiUs Chtiftv^ know thk 
[^wer of his relurreAion, and feck to mike: Hln^known; 
ta* others Their mtffionsitOiGneenland, and the^'icdafr 
<rf/Maiaoarv fpetfe an aifctentbii to the Ghnftiai^ tto(&-i 
Hmet todr whatever cau(e for complalht) there may b^ 
oiFwanto£aieatand:eii3^rgeinient inthefeofajefts, yet;fo 
fiur ast the^ havie* good, . ttuaie* ii a. Mefimg, and nothing' 
hinders, whenever the Lord (hatb aw^JcKi^ th<»f minifiers* 
to more vigorous/ exertion^^ but^ that they may enter in 
both the Indies, and l¥f bp the banner ^ the crofs, 

Germany. ' 

This vaft country, divided into different principalt* 
ties^ the cnidie of Refbrmabbny in f<3rmstny phees af* 
fhrdirtg (bong fymptxiima oFawakeficd: «al ri6r the dtde* 
dt Cbrift; and from^ whence the good Moraivtans lta«e^ 
gone fiDftii to fpread eBiineqth^ the Gofpd among ths^ 
hemhen, xmsf be juftly expeifted'to have their yomhrt* 
nenmd as the eagle's. In the. north, chiisfly ^Frotefbnt, 
muchtrae religion is yet^ to be fetund. The annoal' * 
rnccting ofmany'zeahnifi Lntheran minifter^ in Lufetta^ 
proTttSy that a living: body of fekhful witnefibs.ftill £Ai* 
ii&.' From Berlin, Laafatia, Saxony, tee. correfpon- 
dences; of tfae.moft pleafu^ nature aflbre^ that there is 
aiigeneration to the praMc of the glory of God*5 grace. 
fiffoBtSi ak made to fend forth men; of fiitb and^truthy tor 



addreis the poor, aod (pread religious tmds, and the hh 
hours are bklTed. It muft be acknowledged, that a| 
Berlin, &nd tdl the courts of Germany, the faifhiosiable 
phtlofof^y has made a rapid progrefs, and tbofe who baid 
' confeffediy no part of the kingdom of God in thcfar hearts, 
were ready to take refuge in iniideiity, and to treat tiie 

. ^ reli^on of Jefus with contempt ; but it hath fnrvived 

^^itheir Pa^ predeodflbrs, and it will live and floetrift, 
wh(^5 |iU its revilers (hall fade as the leaf. Many conti- 
nue to lift up a ftandard againft the overflowings of un-^ 
.godlineft^ !^Of late, a (pirit of zeal and life feemsawa- 

/ kened in . <|iKers places, and it is hoped the number t)i 
feithfol wioi^esincreaies. The door is open, and how- 

' ever thei^wi^ be many adveifaries, they have apparently 
^ocl^ Ie& difficulties to encounter than Lmher,, C^** 

• . loftadt) ind olhers, mat and overcame. We have af- 
£ac6d evidence, that many faithful htbouirers thcrr, oA* 
kivate the .Lord'i vineyard. The cordial approbstida 
expnefled, and the afre<%ionate regard teitified towards 
thofe in iEkigland, who have lately turned theiri^tenttoa 
to the poor heathen^ d^monftrate that the love of the 
truth Kill lies deep at their 'hearts. May their own la- 
boun tend more alAindantly to dlffufe it on every fide ! 

POLAND, 

Now no more a feparate kingddn^, has certaidy, by 
'its partition^ loft nothing on the fideof evangelical reli-^ 
giou> and at leaft gained greater facilities for its ad- 
mifiion^ whenever the Lord fliaU pour out his fprrit, ndfe 
up inftruments, and fend them forth to labour in that 
barren land^ Thofe under Ruffian and Pruffian domt- 
niqn, will probably meet no obftade from government 
in the intredu6;ioo of the true^fpel. If good fubje^, 
it will be permitted to them to choole their own relt- 
gious profeffion. That fpiritual matters are- at averjp 
\flw ebb, is much to be feared, where Romanifm has {^ 
long predominated, and Socinian Ghriftianity h^ for a 
while its firong holds; but the darkeft moment precedes 
the dawn. ** Arife« Lord% and ulead thint own caufe I*' 



jao Prefent State' of Religion througkcnu the JVe¥ld. 

UNITED PROVINCES. 

Of all the* nations of the continent of the refonaof 
religion, in thefe provinces its nK>ft livic^ power fecms 
to have been preferved. We have their hiftory, and in 
this moment of political crifis, have the pleafing eviden£ft» 
that whatever their future deftination may be, under 
whatever government fubfifting, tlie fpirit of life ami 
^ trutti (till burns ami>ng them with an unextinguifhel 
ardour. , Greatly as they may have fufifered by preced- 
ing decleniions, or more lately from French Eternity, 
we know there is a precious feed preferved in the midit 
of tbern^ both minifters and people, who are counted to 
the Lord ioi a generation. The convulfioos they have 
undergone, and the fufferings they have endured, have 
. purified many in the fires. . They have felt th^ L(xd> 
. contcoverfy with them, and have awaked from the torpor 
of indifference. A fpirit of zeal and aftivity is excitdB. 
At Rotterdam many have united fpr the purpofe of ex- 
tending thergofpel among the heathen. In Frieiland, a 
confiderable. number of minifters have aflbciated for th& 
fiime blefled end. Some happy fymptoms of a deeper 
concern about eternal thin^ have appeared in different 
places,- and thefe awakenings fpeak prefent mercy, and 
augur future bleflings. A preparation is begun, when- 
ever happy days of peace (haU return, for arifing to the 
help of the Lord ; and, with their renovated commerced,, 
none are likely to poffefs greater opportunities of fpread- 
ing the gofpel among the heathen, than our Batavion 
brethren. (To be^ctMinued.) 

London^ March, 1800. 
In confequence of a very prejQling application from 
Quebec and Montreal, Mr. John Mitchell, from Hux- 
ton Academy, and Mr. Clarke Benton, one of the Mif- 
^lionaries who returned in the Duff,, are fent by the Lon- 
don Society as Milfionaries to thefe {daces. They failed 
from Liverpool by the. Iliip Ephron, Captain Lijitbik 
{who is a ferious man), for Canada. 
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Repofitory of Religious Intelligencre, 
ESSAYS ON THE SABBATH. 



ESSAY II. 
On the ^aniiification of the Sabbath. 

NO judicious man mn fuppofe thtt his mod careful 
obfervance of the Sabbath makes it holy. Its fa* 
crednefs arifes from that which al6ne can render any daj^ 
facred— divine inftitufiori. Our fandifyitig it confifb 
in devoting it, with fidelity, to the ufes which that in^ 
ftitution contemplates. , •' 

Sanftificatioh of the Sabbath is cothtnonly and pro* 
perly reduced to thefe two points — abftinence, no* only 
from finful courfesj but alfo from all thofe worldly pur- 
fuits which on other days are lawful — ^artd fpending the 
whole time in the public and private exercifes of God's 
tvorfliip. 
First, fVeareiodbJldinfrt>mimrdrdhiaryw<irldlypurfuits. 

When the day of reft comes, a ceflation of earthly 
cares and ertiployments is always to dccorfipany it. All 
kinds of mechanic '^md riiaaual labour — traffic, and 
the appendages of traffic in every (hape — cuftomary vi- 
fiting — fcafting — amuferilent — needlefs confumptioo of 
timeindrefs, or in the preparation of food-— carnal con-* 
verfdtion — /. e. converfatioh abotit politics, trade, or the 
other concerns of ordinary life — ^worldly-mindcdnefs, ot 
allowing: ourfelves. to.projeft plans of bt)fiiie& for the 

Vol. I. No. 5. A 



41 

I 

1 



I 



•1 



i 



J22 kjjay on the SabbaiL 

weekf and to ruminate upon things which we may tidt 
praftife. Thcfe, and whatever elfe alienates the Sab- 
bath, or any part thereof, ffom holy ufes, arc all forbid- 
den by the law of God. . . 

Th^ fcripture is explicit. SiXr d^sjhalt kheti fahw §nd 
do ALL thy work y but the fevenih is the Sabbath of the 
Lord thy God, in it thou Jfialt not do avy work.^ The 
man is bleffed that keepeththe Sabbath from pal/uting it.-f 
Thou muft turn thy foot from the Sabbath, from d<nn^ 
THY PLEASURE on God's holy day^ and call the Sabbath 
a delight, the holy of the Lord, honourable \ and honour 
him^ NOT l>oiNG THINE OWN WAY6> nor finding t Aim 
own pleafure, nor speaking thine own wori>s4 
. But the law of the Sabbath is not merely negatfve. 
It points out not only what is to be avoided, but what 
is to be done. \ Ccffation of other cares and toils is na 
farther important than as it minifters opportunity for 
fpiritual cxercifes. Therefore, 

Secondly, The w/i&le,day is tobefpcnt in the private 
and public worfhip of God. 

I . Private worfhip. Not that this may lawfully be 
omitted on other days ; Which demands particular no* 
tice ) becaufe there are many who profefs religion^^and yet 
fatisfy their confciences with reading to their families a 
chapter in the Bible, or praying with them, on the 
morning and evening, or perhaps at only one of thefe 
feafons, of the Lord's day. But let no man deceive 
himfelf with vain words. If the worilVip of God is a 
ftranger to his clofet and family during the reft of tho 
week, its partial performance on the Sabbath muft be 
attributed to otlier caufes than to influence from the 
Spirit of grace and of fupp/icafions. If his heart, his 
habits, and his houfe, a^p predominantly heathen, on 
what ground does ho perfuade himfelf, or hope to per* 
fuade others, that he is zfelloxv-citizen with thefainis^ 
and of the koufehold of Godt 

But while the employments of no day are to be un* 
fan<5tlfied by the word of God and by pmyer, devotioa 

* Exod. jtx. 9t iQ* f Isa. Ivi. 2. % Isa. Ivili. 13. 
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is th« hujtnefs of the Sabbath. Reading the fcriptures^ 
and iiich works of godly men as breathe their fpirit, 
and unfold their myfteries — meditation on the perfoil 
and work, on the covenant and grace, of the^Lord 
Jefus; on his crofs, his promifes, his glory; on the 
temper, 4hd privileges, and hope of his people; and 
thofe kindred fubje6ls with which his worcl abounds— 
felf-fcrutiny, in reviewing our charafter and carriage, 
placing them before the bar of the law andthetejlimony^ 
that we afcertain whether we poflers'that ho'^t which 
maketh not ajfiamed- — the cultivation of faith and love, 
of humility and fpiritUill-mindednefs, and every preci- 
ous grace — mortification of fin by the body of Chrift — • 
aiming to attain as well to the power of his refurre£iion; 
as to the fellow/kip of hii fuffering — fervent prayer for 
ourfelves, our families, our kindred, our' friends, our 
cburttry, the church of God, which he hath pur chafed 
tvitl^s own blood ;-^alI thefe furnifti rich matetial^ foif 
fandifying the Sabbath infecret. 

In iht family J befide thofe exercifes which obtain the 
appropriate title oi famify-worfhip^ ferious converfatioh* 
on the things of God, efpecially thofe vvhich his mioif- 
tcrs have jufl been delivering in his houfe and in his 
name; inftruAion of children and fervants in his truths'; 
examining them on (lieir attention to a preached gofpel ; 
dealing tenderly and faithfully with their conkiences 
about their eternal falvation; are duties not more im- 
portant in tbemfelves, than eoagenial to the nature, and 
implied in the Liw, of the Sabbath. 

Sandified in this manner at home, the day of reft be- 
comes a ftrong and delightful -|)on<J of the communion 
of faiifts. This is the church in the hotife. Here is 
experienced the promife of Jefus, where two or three are 
^athred together in my name^ there am I in the midft of 
them.^ Here is prcfcrved, a feed that Jhall ferve him^ 
and be accounted to the Lord for a generation.^ From 
thefe gracious flunilies, on which the f5>irit of the Sab- 
bath defcends, ifliie, in the ordinary courfe of his pro* 

♦ ^at. xviii. 20. f Psa. xxii. 30. 
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vidence, tbeornaments of his church, and the heirs of 
his kingdom. The feed of his fervants fhall inherit Zion, 
(Und they that love his name fhall dwell therein,^ 

This is a view of the domcftic oblcrvance of the Lord's 
(Jay, very different from the opinion and prafticc ofmoft 
who profefs Chriftianity. Ry fome it will be called pit- 
cife, puritanical, an affedlation of being righteous over 
much. I have even heard a preacher of high ftationaad 
talents, in a fern^on on this fubjedt, advife parents to al- 
lure their children to an anxiety for the return of the 
Sabbath, by particular indulgences, by prefentSy &c. but 
fiot one lyllable about endeavouring to touch their minds 
with the facrednefs of the day, or with the grace and 
love of our Lord Jefus Chrift. And this will undoubt- 
edly be more acceptable to the popular ta{le, than aa 
injunction tocheriOi in themfelves and others, thofe dif- 
poiitions which belong to communion with the God of 
the fpirits of all fle(h. But much to be fufpefted is that 
profeffor, whofe foul is habitually averfe from the fpiri- 
tual occupations of the Sabbath, and who, whether infe- 
cret or in his family, peither feels their obUgation, not 
enjoys their fweetnefs. And accurfed be that dodtrinp 
which pretends to recommend it, by means which di^ 
at variance with its deiign and it»holinefs 1 

(To be continued.} 
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LETTER II. 

My Fri^kp, * 

THE company in which you were lately, where pror 
feffion of unbelief made the principal part of the 
entertainment, appears fo mournful to me that I felt 
great compaffion for you. I think that nothing is more 

♦ Psa. Ixix. 36. 
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finreafonable, than purpofely to bring into converfation 
things which one does not believe. This is fo di(agree- 
^ble a way of entertaining company , that I think that all 
thofe (hould be entirely excluded from friendly converfa- 
tion, who talk only of thofe things which they do not 
believe. But, dear friend, why fhoul4 you be furprifed at 
the prevalence of unbelief, as you mention that even the 
common people begin to takea pleafure in not believing.^ 
From this, methinks, you ought to conclude, that un« 
belief is not a difHcuIt affair; nay, it is fo eafy and fo 
convenient a thing, that when, by accident, it comes to 
be reckoned honourable, it would be a wonder if (hoc- 
ixiakers and tailors ihould be content to believe. Tell 
your tailor that the earth moves daily round the fun, bis 
anfwer will naturally be, one cannot believe that. 

But let us talk more ferioufly, Tell me, my dear 
friend, if it isfurpnHng that fcoffers (hould not believe^ 
when there are lomany that profefs chriflianity who 
likewiie do not believe. Where is there a Chrillian who 
does not acknowledge that God is juft and omnifcient ; 
that God punifhes wickednefs, ^nd obferves every wicked 
man? But mark how thefe people a6i:, who acknowledge 
all this. How do they aft? the moft of them entirely m 
the (arqe manner as if they did not believe it. That 
man who lies there, broken on the wheel, was no fcof- 
fer, but a profefled Chriftian ; the other that hangs on 
the gallows yonder, was not a fcofFer, but a profefled 
Chriftian. ITcnow you will fay, Would a man, who is 
not mad, be tempted to Ileal a purfc of ducats in the 
chamber and prefence of his fovcreign ? Or, if he did, 
could he be faid to believe that his fovereign faw it ? 
True : fuch a thief muft either be mad, or not believe 
that his fovereign fee* him. Make the application of 
this to our profefled Chriflians. 

The faireft fide of Chriftianity is that by which one 
looks forward to the world to come. And how ttrong a 
paflion of the foul is hope ? Its influence is too ftrong 
not to be difcerned in the aftions of a man that has it. 
One can eafily difcover bytheconduft of a young man. 
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who is on his return to his native country, that he is oa 
a journey, and anxious to be elfewhere ; he cares not for 
difficulty ; he fuffers without complaining, and he avoids 
nothing more than whatever might bereave him of tlic 
objedt of his hope. He meets with numerous temptaT 
tions on bis way ; but as they tend to deprive him of the 
objeft of his hope, this is enough to make him magna- 
nimoufly defpife all their attradlions. You will lay, If 
the Chriftian * believes that hope which he profeflcs, 
would he not behave quite otherwife than the moft part 
of Chriftians behave ? How does he behave ? entirely in 
the {ame manner as if he had nothing either to lofe oi to 
gain in a future worlds 

My friend, if the Deift aftually gave that obedience 
and fervice to the Supreme Being which natural reli- 
gion prefcribes, the faith of unbelievers would put Chrif- 
tians to ftiame. But we find as little of this among 
them as among Chriftians, You knov\^^ for inftance, that 
Voltaire is a Deift; but you will find, in general, that 
natural religion has as httle influence on thejfe gentJexnen, 
as their idols had on the heathens, T^ey adore it, but . 
they do not obey it. 

In the beginning of Chriftianity, Chriftians only fpake 
by their aftions, and the number of Chriftians increafed 
daily. At prefent, Chriftians fpeak by words, and the 
number of Chriftians is daily diminiftjed. A rcforma* 
tion muft always find the grcateft oppofitjon at its be-r 
ginning; and when I confidcr the innumerable defences 
of Chriftianity that are ftill pubUflied, now, when it is 
1768 years old, and confider how many defences muft 
have been "written then, when it was but beginning to 
be eftabliftied, I have very little reliance on our numc^ 
rous defences of Chriftianity. Hoiv little did Jcfus 
fpcak? but how much did he not do? How little did 
the apoftles fpeak? but they did fc much the more. I 

* The reader will carefully observe, that the author uses the term 
Ckristian^ m the popular ^nse of European countries, to signify one 
who professes Christianity iti general, not one who is a Christian in 
the sense of the Bible* £• 
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^m of opinion, that if religion had depended on difputa-* 
tion, Jefus would have chofen quite other forts of peo* 
pie than Paul and John. But as it depended on their 
lives and aftions, Chriftianity gained ground amidft the 
iTioft powerful contradiftion. If you read the hiftory 
of the church, you will find that in proportion as Chrif* 
tians ncglefted their morals, defences of Chriftianity 
were multiplied, for one is obliged to. defend bimfcif 
ivhen he is guilty of fome negle6k.* 

With regard to the many defences of Chriftianity that 
have appeared during thefe laft thirty years, one m^y, 
without much dange;r of miftaking, pronounce almolt 
the fame judgment, as of the greater part of poemsi 
They are bad. The ineaneft clergyman is tempted to 
defend Chriftianity, fo that as Juvenal fays, that in his 
time it was difficult for a man not to write fatire, we may 
fay, that it is difficult not to write a defence of Chriftia* 
nity ; as in this fphere the author always rifks leaft. For^ 
as the caufe is a good one', he cannot be an unjuft ad« 
vocate, though he may be a very unfit one. But is it 
not always a lois to a good caufe, when it falls into un-> 
Jkilful hands >^ 

It is time now that Chriftians were giving over writing 
defences of their religion. It is time that they fhould 
begin again to fpeak by their lives. How much do I 

* In expressing tbb ^ntlment, the author has not distinguished 
between two things which are certainly vtry different, viz. a defence 
of Ckristiatuty^ and a defence of those viho/ir^ess it, Christianity can- 
not be accountable for disregard to her instru&ions and laws, for this 
would make her accountable for infidelity. And the depraved heart 
is so essentially enmity against Ood, that^ without the power of his 
grace, it will never be reconciled to his eospel, let believers live ever 
so holily. The life of the l^ord Jesus himself, who did nostn^ did not 
convert the infidels of his day, though the word of bis grace converted 
many of them. At the same time, the inconsistent condu^ of pro- 
festting Christians lays a stumbling block before enemies, and causes 
them to blaspheme: while their Ttsalking toortJy of the Lord unto alt 
vtelt'JiUasing cannot but impress the minds of them that are without, 
and be a blessed means of inspiring them with serious thoughtful ness. 
It is in this sense, therefore, and with this quftUfication^ that the au< 
tfaor's reasoning b to be undientood# M. 
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honour thofc worthy teachers among Chriftlans, who^ 
unknown to the world, are fatisfied with being known td 
their flocks, who place their greateft honour in this, that 
they themfelves fear God, and have made theSr brethrea 
equally happy, and who find their entire fatisiadtion in 
the teftimony of their confciences, and the approbation 
of God f I have the happinefs of knowing one fuch 
worthy clergyman. Do not imagine that this is a fiftion; 
He is ftill alive, though at leaft fixty years old. He is 2 
country minifter, but a good Chriftian, and a very learn- 
ed man* A hundred of his brethren, who are authors,- 
do not know £0 much as he knows j yet, for ought I 
know, he has not publiftied any thing. When I think 
of him, I ricmember the (lory of Gato, who, when he 
>ras.aikcd,* why he had no ftatuc erefted to him, while 
fo many others had, gave for anfwer, that he would ra- 
ther that it (hould be afked why he bad no ftatue, than 
why he had one. He has an incomparable acquaintance 
with literary hiftoryj and poffeiTes an excellent library.- 
I once projx^fed to him that he fliould publiih an ac- 
count of his books and their contents, and lam fure that 
the public would have thanked me for it ; but I only re** 
ccived this for anfwer, " I have too aiuch to do.- I 
cannot write." This anfwer fufprifed me much at the j 
<ime, but as I afterwards faw all that he did,- to fatisfy 
liis own confcience in his office, and not merely toat- 
traft the notice of the public, I underftood very wdl, -j 
that he had too much to do to have time for writing. 

Dear friend, be hot afraid. If believers would live 
bclievingly^ and if fcofFers faw Chriftians living, fuffer- 
>ng, and dying better than themfelves, they -would be no' 
longer fools nor fcoffers. And if Chriftians were once 
'as happy as f hey might be, they Would have no need to 
recommend their happinefs to others. Thof<; who 4aw 
them happy, would envy them, and become Chriftians. 
i conclude this letter with the divine words of our Re- 
deemer, " Let your light fo fhine before men, that they 
'* may fee ,your good works, and glorify your Fathei 
•* which is in Heaven." Fwcwell. - 
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Tie . fmpartantJS of a lively Faiths particularly with Ke4 
fpeBio Mifflonary Undertakings. 

\ VFrom the Evangelical Magazine,/^r Feb. 1 799,] \ 

> 

. Mr. Edij^k^ 

1H AVE. been a gocd deal imprefied of late with ^ 
peribafion, tiiat» iri our MifiioQary undertakings, both 
at honxe and abooad, we Hull not be reniarkably fuc-^ 
ce^ful, iuile6 we enter deeply into the (pint of the pri- 
mitive ChrifliaiiS) pai!ticularly sVith refped to faith id 
the divine promifes^ I am apprehenfive that we are all 
tteficient.' in this grace ; and theirefore fuppofe a few hints 
on thie fubjedb m^ not be unfeafonable.' 

When Ifpael went out of Egypf, they greatly rejoiced 

on the Ihores of the Red Sea % but the greater part of 

theth eftCened ndt into the prdmifed Hand^ and that on 

Jiocbuht of. their unbelief. Xhe refemblance between 

their cafe and ours, has flruck my xmnd. with conlideu 

abieYorct.v The grand objtB of then*, undertaking was 

tO'Pootout idolatry, and.toeflHblifli the ktiowfed^and 

Hv<6ffi](ip of the one. living and true God.; and locb is 

oxDS; .The authority on which they i&ed was the fove- 

reignxorranand of. Heaven ; and ours is the faaie — Go^ 

preach the gofpel i6 ivery creature. The ground (m whkli 

•they were to reft their hope of fuccefs, was the divina 

{)romife. It was by relying on jthis aione, that they 

ivere enabled to furmount difficulties, and to encounter 

their gigantic eneinies. Thofe amongft them who be«> 

iieved, like jofhua and Calebs felt themielves Well able 

to go tip; ^btit they that diflrufted the prouiiie, turned! 

their "backs in the hour of danger. Such alfo is tfa« 

grcuTid of our hope^ He who hathcoonfmiflioned us to 

teach 'OU naiienSy hath added, Loy I/M with you atwayt^ 

•ev^n /<o iiie end of the world. The heathen nations at^ 

given CO oor Redeemrer for an inheritance, as much as 

Canaan was given to the feed of Abraham ; and it is our 

4)ufiiiefs, as it was theirs, to go up and pofiels the Ian4< 

We (hould lay our account with difficulties 9&, weU « 
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they; but according to our faith in the divine promi(es> 
jwe niay expeft thete mountains to become a plaib. Vf 
the Lord delight in. U6,'li« will bring us into the landr 
but if, like the unbelieving Ifraelites, we make light of 
the promifed good, or magnify the difficulties ii^thc 
way of obtaining it, and fo relax our efforts,, we may 
exped to die, as it wercy in the wildernefs.' ' " 

It is true, there are fome differences, between tMk 
cafe and ours ; but they are wholly \n our &vour. We 
^re not, like them, going to pollcfs countries for our- 
iclves, but for Chrift. They went armed with the tem- 
poral fword ; we with the fword of the- Spirit': They 
were. comoiiiSoned injuftice todeftroy nieas Irves; we 
in mercy to fave their fouls i They fqn^t not them^ 
but theirs ;. we feek riot theirs, but them. Now, by bow 
much our caufe exceeds (heirs in the magnitude and be^ 
neficence o| its objed, by fo much: the 'more IbaR wt 
incur the fiowns vi heaven, if we &il of accomplil^tcg 
it through imbeUef. 

On a certain occalion, tie dijaples JatiTiinia tke- L^i^ 
increafe our fahk. It Is' worth while to bonfider what 
that occafion was. Read' the paffage (Lukexvii. 3— 6.) 
There was a hard duty enjoincd\, to forgive lamented 
injuries, even though committed feven times in a (fey. 
The apoflEles, very properly, turn the ihjunfiiion into a 
petition, piaying fcMr great grace to enable them tadif- 
charge fa difficult a duty: ^^ they faid unto the Lord, ' 
incr^iie our faith!*' But why aik for an increafe of 
faith? Poffi:bly we might have (aid. Lord, increafe our 
. love, our felf-denial, or pur patience. Afking ibr ah 
hicreafe of faith, was aflcing for an incfeafe of -every other 
^race; this being a kind of firit wheel that fets the reft 
in motion* Onr Lord's anfwer intimates that they bad 
hit upon a right petition : for faith; eveu in a fmall de- 

Spec, will enable us to furmount great difficulties; di(- 
ctilties, the Curmounting of which, is as the removal of 
jBQOuntains. The paflEige taken in its connexion, teaches 
.us the ej^caty of faith in difcharging dutieSy andfrnrrmmt^ 
ing difficulties, ' ' 
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•Where there is no fiiith in the truths and promifcs of 
Ahegofpe), there is no heart for duty: and where it is 
"Very low and defeftive in its exercifts, there is but little 
ipiritual aftivity. If a good man be entangled in fccp- 
tical doubts refpefting the truth of the gof|)el, or any of 
its leading dodrines>, he will, during that time, be not 
only unhappy in his own mind,but of little ufe toothers. 
2ie adnaits, that God ufed im former ages to hear the 
.prayers, and fucceed the labours of his fervants, and that 
'there will be times in which great things will again be 
. vriought for the church: but of late, and efpecially in 
theprefent age, he imagines we are not to expeft any 
thing rginarkable. This is no other than a fpice of that 
atheiftical fjMrit, which faid, the Lord hath forfaken the 
e^rti; he rc^ardeth net man-, the effeft of which is an in- 
. diflference to every exercife and ent erprize of a religious na- 
ture. Faith operates as a ftimulus; unbelief as a palfy. 

If faith in divine truths and promife be low, though 
we fhduld be drawji in with others to engage in religious 
enterprizes, yet we (hall not follow them up with ardent 
prayer, or look for the bleffing of God with that eameft 
expeftation which generally precedes the beflowment 
of it. Inftead of foigetting the things which are behind, 
and reaching forth unto thofe things which are brfore, 
we (hall be m danger of reeling fatisfied in prefent at- 
tainments ; and fe of lofing the things which we have 
wrought, for want of fdlowing up the work to which 
we have fet our hands. ' ^ * 

All the great things that have been wrought in the 
church of God, have been accomplifhed by this princi- 
ple. It was hy faith that the worthies •* fubdued king- 
doms, wrought right eoufnefs, obtained promifes, flop- 
ped the moutha of lions, quenched the violence of fire, 
efcaped the edge of the Iword, out of weaknefs were 
made ftrong, waxed valiant in fight, and put to flight the 
armies of the aliens.*' It was by faith that the apoflles 
and primitive Chriflians went forth as fheep among 
wolves, and at the expenfe of all that wa^ dear to them 
on earthy carried the goipel into all nations. Wherever 



$S* Import Met pf a lively Faith. 

tbey went, they were previoufly perfuaded that they 
ihould go in the fulnefs of the blefling of the gtiTpel of 
Chrift : and it was fo. God always caufed them to tri*r 
umph in Chrift, and made manifeft the favour of bis 
knowlei^^ge by them in ev^ry place. Could we bat junr 
bibc this fpirit, furely we (hould be able, in iw» gsod 
degree, to fay fo too. '^ Belieye in th^Lord our God, 
fo 0iail ye be eftablilhed > believe his jH'ophets^ lb fliaH 
ye profpcr.*' 

But why is it that God (hould thu$ honour the tsti' 
cife of faith ? Is* it not becaufe faith is a grace that pecu- 
liarly honours him? We cannot do greater diJhonour tQ 
% perfon of kind and generous intentions, than by tbinjcr 
ing ill of him, and ading towards himon the^ground 
of iuch evil thoughts. It was th\iS3 that the llothfi)! 
fervant thought and a&ed towards his Lord, On the 
other ha,ad, we cannot do greater honour to a charader 
of the above defcription, than t^y thinking.wellof hioi, 
andplacing the moft unreferved confidence in all he fay&, 
Any man who had a jqft regard to honour, would, in fuidi 
a cafe, feel a f^rong inducement to anfwer th^ ejqpecr 
tations which were entertained of him. And God him* . 
felf hath condefceiided to intioiate foiQething ^ke the 
fame thing: *' The Lipiid taketh ple^ure in them that 
fear him, in thofe that hope in his mer<py,'' In believ* 
ing his word we think well-^ hin^, and he takes plea* 
fure in Anfwering.fiicb expe<5Utions; proving thereby 
that we have thought juftly concerning him. It was on 
this principle thatour Lord uf^ally conferred the blef- . 
fin^ of healing i^ anfwer to the faith of the patient, or 
pf ihdfe that acccimpanied him—" }f thou canft believe, 
fill things are po^ble to i^im that believeth. — ^Accoxdi 
ing to your faith, be it unt€^ yoii." 

. GAIUS- 
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^/hort, Ac€QU}U of the Life^ Experiences^ &?r. of the Rev^ 

Mr. Francis Sherriff. 

MR. FRANCIS SHERRIFF was born in the 
year 1750, of refpedtable parents, in the county 
ot Haddington, in Scotland, At eight years of age he 
was put to Mufielburgh fchool^ and at fourteen was 
fent to the Univerfity at Edinburgh, being deftined b|y ' 
his parents for the work of the miniftry. 

About this period he got acquainted with fome {Mops * 
young men, from whofe converiation and example h^ 
reaped much benefit. He aflbciated with them in ^ 
meeting for prayer and religious conference, and regu- 
lady attended upon all other means of grace. 

From a letter of his, addrefled to his grandmother in 
1764,11 would appear, that he had then a zeal for^God^ 
and a relilh for divine things. About two years after 
this he began to keep a diary, in which there appears 
much fervour of fpirit, and fimplicity of heart. Upon 
the day on.which he entered the Divinity-hall, he writes 
lis follows ;--'^ 

." This. day I entered the Divinity-hall. O what fc* 
liaus confiderations ought this to imprefs upon my mind, 
and with hownmuch affiduitv aod care ought I now to be 
living, as I have inliiled mytelf to be one of God's paftors 
tcfeed his flock. God forbid that I enrol my name upon 
any other end or footing, but to the glory of God, and 
the good of his people's fouls. I now vow before QocJ, 
that, by his affiftance, I (hall devote my time and taler^^ 
to his glory ; and that, for the future, I will not trine 
away my time with any one thing that is not profitable 
(o myfelf or others. I Ihall fpend all of it (through 
grace) in reading the languages, divinity and devotion, 
or fonlie other thing that may be of advantage to myfelf, 
or for God's glory. — O Lord, fend a bleffing upon my 
undertaking^." 

His religious imprefiiohs feem to have continv^d in 
the year Xf67» as appears by another letter of hisdf tba( 
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date, in which he points out the trae fource of oom&»it 
under an afflidive (^ifpenfatton, and the improvement a 
Chriftian ought to make of the death of friends. But 
•foon after this, he got aa}u.ainted with fome of bis fel« 
low-fludents of a very different charader from his firft 
aflbciates, wfao» by degrees, led him into their favounte 
amufements and vices: And though, at firft, htscoofcir 
ence fmote him feverely for his new courfe of life, inior 
much that he compared what he ibmetimes felt in his 
mind to a foretafte of hell ; yet, by yielding repenXtdkj 
to temptation, his heart became hardened, and, in the 
courfe of a. few years, the very traces of his fonn^r feri- 
totts impreiSons were fo obliterated, that they feldom oc- 
curred to his remembrance; and, when at any time 
they did, he confidered them as the effe6ts of mete de- 
lufion, and congratulated himftlf upon having got rid of 
that fit of enthuiia(m. In the year 1 775, he wrote v^pm 
the diary, from whence the foregoing extrad was talcen» 
*^ This diary does not fay much for my wuferfiajudifig^ 
but it is a meniarial oi piety. ^^ 

During the courfe of nine years he continued aa eae« 
my to God, and fought with diligence the friendlhip dL 
the world. In the year 1 769 he went to London, at the 

defire of Mr. J— H e, who recommended him to 

the' Earl of D , as a proper perfon to go abroad 

with his eldeft fon. Mr. Sberriff did not find, upon 
trial, that a iituation of this fort was fuitable to his tern* 

per and difpoiition. He left Lord D 's &mtly^ 

and got a clerk's place in the Wat-office, wbeie he 
continued till January 7, i77i. He then accepted an 
offer made to him ot going with a family to Jamaica^ 
where he ftaid a year, living all that time in diffipatioa 
and riot — his amiable natural temper and addrefs gained 
him adinittance. intp the gay company of the pbce; 
and he might hatt %tled aidvantag^oidly in the ifland, 
had not an attachment to a young lady in England, and 
a fecret abhorrence at the brutifh and wretchedly wicked 
life of the Inhabitants of Jamaica, made him dcfirous Qf 
returning to Britain, ... . . . * 
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III April, 1772, he'embariced'for New- York, whcrc» 
mfter a very dungerooft voyage, lie arrived. There be 

inet with hifr coufift^' Major S » who introduced 

him to the moil (lonfiderable families of the plaoe« He 
cpntinuedibcne time there, and at Philadelphia ^ and a& 
ter viiking the Jerfeys, and foiAe places upon the coaft, be 
returned to Ei^and in the fummer of 1772. Uponhis 
arrival in London, he' immediately fought out Mift 
«f»«*«^ who appeared to him ftiil the iame amiably 
friend as when they ;parted. Mutually defirous of etir 
teriog into a matrimonial connexion, the qifteftioo.now 
was> How he fhould get wherewithsd to fupport a fai- 
xaily ? for though Ibe had a genteel fortune for a yoing 
lady, it was not fufficient for both. 

An opportunity noMf offer^ for Mr/ Sberriff tovge^ 
out to Turkey in the mercantile line, ia a way by which 
he m^ht probably make a coniiderable fortuoe iit a very 
ihort time } but neither he nor Mifs ***** G0^1d think 
of ieparation for years. It was therefore agreed upoir^ 
that he fhould return to Scotland, purfue his original 
pbui of the minifby, get a living there (which he hoped 
loon to procure, through tlie inter^ft of his friends in the 
church, who favoured patronage), and return to marry 
Mils *****, who was willing to retire with him to a 
fouQtry parifli, rather than delay their marriage till he 
-j^ould have acquired a fortune abroad.* No tiipe was 
Iffk in putting this pko into execution; he returned 
home immediately, pafled triab, and was licen&d by 
the preibytery of Haddington, in Match, 1773. i 

Soon after this, he began to perceive fome ijteration 
in the ftyle of the letters he received from Mi& ****^* ; 
he could not but fafpcSt wh^ he was very unwilling to 
believe. He had now given up every profpeO: of mak- 
ing a figure in life, and embraced a profeffion little fuited 
to the gaiety of his temper, and the coo^ny he had fret 

* It is to be feared, that Mr. Sheniff is not the onl^ person whp 
has entered upon the sacred office of the ministry, aaunated by oq 
higher a)otiTe,<ftMni the pfospcft of forming > nmtrimonial ooanesiaBi 
and procuring^ a oiaiiiteniuice for a fiuaily, f 
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()uenlr«d, merely to accorapiifti his uoji^Hi w(h Afifir 
*♦***, a few years fooncr than he coiald otherwilehavd 
done ! H(»vr diftceffing then the ]e$& appearand of m 
thangein her fentimeats towards him^ He WFOtetel^ 
ft foil expknationjr aod had the moftifiealion to find^ 
fcpf her anfwer, that he bad « a rml iii her ^ifiefticmsi who 
WAS fo much the more formidabl6»aB he pofle^qd ww* 
dependent fortune.* Upon this a fovefeign cooteoipt 
for thecharader of Mifs ***** fiKX>eeded to that warm 
alfediion he had fo long entertained for her^ He Mwote 
her^af^re^l letter, and fou^t to twii- bis thosog^ 
«ipon fome other objeAtnore worthy of his atteotfOBi 
, In 6pdert« diffipate the gloom whic^ thie di&pipoin^ 
znent had occafroned, he went irtto all forts bf<coBapaQ]pt 
fgave way to the nattn^ k^ty and gaiety of his temper; 
^^ntfrom place lio plaee amufiag himfelf with eveiy 
Ihfflg that«o€ctirred ; foisietirfies preachkigTery un^rp^ 
£ta%le Aowery iermoois in the neigbboterti^irhurches; 
fometimes dancing with the young kdiesy and'oftenor 
pktying sit cards, apd <ktnkitig with the -gmtiomen vA 
clergy of his acquaiiyiance, with whom he freely ^joined 
in langhing at ferious godline(s, cattbg A fhofc who 
profefiedit, entAufiafiSy rigkfeoHs tvernrndi VHakmfiei 
people^ &c. &c.*f 

His friends in the church 4iA what they could togrf 
hima^livingjj but failing in this, he, by the advice W 

the Rev. Dr. R-^ =•) accepted ok the place of chjfi^ 

lain -to one of the Scotdi regiments in the Dtiteh fervkey 
and was ordained at Haddington, in the year 1775. He 

« ProTidmce s^inedmev la justice aii4 nerc}^ ArMrmtiss thistfo dH 
«*^ns wbich wc attempt t^ aqc^mplijb by. vnw^rr»mbk moans. 
, t Ii is somewhat remarkable, that the Chapel of which he after* 
wards was minister, and the person in whose Irause he died, were pe- 
coliarhr the t)bje£h of -his' ridicule. " ' 

'4 Cfnciccf hi$ Cde«ds seConuiiefidqd iqinitd a •noblb {MM^aa. {mVumi 

. church happened at that time to be vacant), as a young roan wha 
coidd tuke its glass^ tdl m merry stwy^ and hLiy iveH at eirJs aHdOti- 
gamwwB,: but ithou^ by this be intendM to'senre Mr. Sberril^ iie 
t^.HwakeH. ^mh^mt, mm times indoUp thcmsdres in pnAitts^ 

. . which th^y, lU^ iinbecomiof tbt^diamtr id^dl^t§f^mw 
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joined th^ i^egiment immediately, and foon difdovcKdj 
(what he little expe6ted) that many of the officers wero 
men profeffiBg godlinefi, and that- all of thetm had a 
tfaoreugh contempt of a clergyman who did not ad: in 
icharadter; he found himfelf under the neceifity of being 
tiutwiirdly decent, and circumfpdEt in his walk and con^ 
-"^mrfatidn/ and generally pcwched moral .difcourfes, re« 
commending the praffcicc of virtue as the road tohap^ 
pinefe. - 

^ It was not till the end of the year^ • i 77^9 that he be«» 
'gan to be convinced by the Splritof God»'of histot^l ig«^ 
jiDrance:of divine things, and that fomething more than 
•catiffard' reformation was* necefiary^ in order to 9btaii) 
peace of confdence; 

. An iaccount of. the change wrought ^pon his .hearty 

^nd tbe Gonieqiiences :of it, is given by hinafelf ip th« 

-following narrative, which he wrote iboie .months befom 

iiis death ; and afterwards revifed upon his * death-bed| 

Jeft any thii^ (faoutd have efcaped frgem. biis peA| in thf 

<likirry m; which it wais wmt-e, that wafit not juiitlyrepro-' 

iented; * ^ - : j • 

.The .work of converiibn is a inyftery: which the natu« 

nl mind cannot eomfyrehend. It is always attribuled to 

•fl|ttuml caufes. To call it fupernatural, or $t work brought 

abotlt by the operation9«or the Spirit, is deno49[iinated 

enthufiafm, or melancholy madnefs. This averfiori^ 

^ichimen fhow to the operations of tlie Spirit, proceeds 

in>m the natural iMas of the bean to felf-dependeno^^ 

and from a violent hatred agamft the iovereignty of 

God. L. Proud of their reafon^ they judge of all events 

by ki ftandard ; and whatever goes beyond it, they mark 

down as incompr^heniible and abfurd. They trace the 

. cao&s of the revolutions, of kingdoms, without any re- 

. ference to the deligns of providence ^ they decide the 

fate of battles, without acknowted^;ti^ the arm of the 

Deity. . They account for the happtnelsor mifery of in« 

dividuals, without coniidering the mercies, or judgmeAts 

of God : And, in the fame* manner, tliey judge of the 

Rvdutbns of ther human mind in the work of conver- 

VoL.I.No. 5, C 
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&on^ wk4duX allow iiig the influence of fupermtorjl 
power*. 

* That there is Aich o^ work as coorerfion, occsfioMci 
by the immediate ope^atixMi of the Sfuiitr the wnni of 
God plainly tedifiesy lad. the experience .of ChrifBaiK 
fviily demonft rates. A natiaral incident is often the 
feeming caafe. But the fame incident has not afavap 
the fame eifed upon di&Fcnt minds^ The lois of child- 
ren may io afieft one man as to beget a feriom and laft* 
ing eomxrn for Ms ioxA^ the lo& of cbildeen ta another 
may only beget a temporary melancholy^ What s the 
tau^ then ofthisdi&FenceS The icrip(!l»ts fbowof^ 
Ihat It is neither animal feeling, nor a difeneni lempecn* 
Hient of body, but a peculiar enei^ of the dWine Spi<» 
Viti ' 'l^ow the Spirit afts upon, the hooian: iaiil,^ b zs 
to produce thiis difibrenttey or how its immediate im* 
t>ulfe is kndwn a»id k\ty mull remain a myflieiy ; and 
perha|)8 it wovM be a& daring iafiine& to account for it 
liponifatio^ prtocipteSy and attended^wkb » g^ieatdaar' 
Mfft As the looking into the ark of tbe Lord proved to 
De to the men of Bethfbemefh.. But that (uch a waA. 
h wrought upon the mind by fupcraaturaLinfluenQey i» 
fetyond all doubt ; and if wt aset nol iatis&d . till «t 
\ know iom^ we may juftly>be left to fall into that tempf 
tation which prored £s^ tap our firfl parents^ ^ Te 

* .flw^Jl be as gods.''^ 
' *Many chriftians might find it difficxifty.if'aot inxpot- 
.fible, to trace the gradual progre^ of converfioo on 
Iheir minds y for a piou^ ^ucatibn^ or eariy. idigtona 
impreffion^, beget^^thou^ imperceptibly^ theSime 

' change with a more cOnipicuoos and providenttli} con^ 
verfion. That a remarkable chance has been wrought 
upon my mind, is evident to myieS, and.the teftimony 
of fcripture tells me that fuch a change, muft: hare been 
produced by n fupernatural caufe. I can eafily remem- 
ber a period^ and that not very diftant^ whecein all my 
iti&ions proceeded from ielf, and. wherein I ha(i not the 

CmaUeft apprebeniion of the glory of God. That head 
which I now fee to be a dux^eon of iniquity, a cage of 
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vinclean birds, I then thought to have been good, and 

void of aD enmity to perfe^ holmefe Though I kne* 

I had (in, yet I did not think my fins were fo heinous A 

to nierit cterna! reprobation; and whatever fin^ f cotsif 

mitted, I did not think they* proceeded from a bad heart, 

"but from fome other <rau(e inf^parable from humanit]^. 

'1 befievcd tn a* Saviour, but neVer had A thorough' corf- 

viftion of his Godhead, and of confcqiienee /wver faw thfc 

abfolute ncceffity of his atoning blood. My hope^ df 

"heaven, therefore, were not founded on his merit, or oi 

themerqrof God derived from his mediation, butmere!)r 

becaufe God was merciful, and becaufe my fins proceeded 

ih>m no innate enmity, or were attended with no pecii^ 

liar aggravations. ' 

I now fee, with the moft evident deinonftration, that 

liad I died while I entertaihed thefe fentiments, I muft 

not only have been excluded from heaven by the etcrnsR 

juftice of God, but the very bent of my own mind 

\v6uld have rendered the holinefs of heaven a torment* I 

lee, I hated God in hi? perfeft holinefs ; I blafphemed 

Chrift, becaufel denied hi^ perfeft righteoulhefs. I fenc^ 

tiot the damnable nature of fin, and had the daring inih 

^ty to propofe an union between a holy God and a fini 

Tul Creature, without feeing the heceflity of being walh^ 

*ed, purified and fanftified. Horror now fcizes me when 

I reflcft upon that awful danger to which I was expofod, 

and upon that impious and heaven-darinj^ prefuriiptiok 

of claiming the love of God, while I was m le^ue with 

the Devil, How my eyes were openH to (be my fin and 

danger, I know not ; but one thing I know, that wherei- 

9S I was blind, ndw I fee. Every t^.ing in creation and 

providence wears a different afpeft; and that ligh^, 

whatever way it has been made to arife in my mind, has 

made me fee things in a different point of view, and hafe 

occafioned a total change in fentiment and in a£tiotr. 

The fiire ground upon which I truft that this light pitiit 

ceeds from the Spirit of God, and from none other, i*, 

that it returns to the fame fource from whence it cam4, 

\y ihedding a luftre on the glory of Qod, and on tH^ 
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riches of fovereign grace. This I call the teftimcMijof 
the Spirit \ for, as U leads to God, fo I codcIu^ it came 
firocn God. • 

Tht)i]^h the change that has been wfougbt oa.ra^ 
.may be called fudden, yet I can obferve maay gndual 
iieps through which I have been led, and d^efeall tend- 
ing toms^nify the power of God, and the riches of fab 
•graces. Sometime in the month of April, 1776, iriifle 
in Ippes in Flanders, I was meditating on thcr pad p^ 
of my life^ and was fo ftrttck with the oddity of ibaie 
particular parages in it,, that I formed a defign of com- 
mitting them to writing. Indulging that thought one 
jiight in bed, I was (eized with an unaccountable fhi- 
vering, and fudden fear, ariiine from I know not what, 
^hich fo agitated both my bodfy and mind, that the bed 
(hook underneath me. I rofe up in a mod dread Ail 
horror, and aiked myfelf with s^ony and amazement, 
what was the matter. I felt no pain in my body, Jiei- 
ther was I apprehenfive of immediate dilTolution. I en- 
deavoured to compoie myfelf, but in vain. An uneafi- 
nefs of mind increafed, and trembling i^in ieized aie. 
Terror cncompafled me about, and I thou^t I fek che 
blood freezing in my veins. Something fuggefked to 
xne that this was the terrors of the Lord, and that the 
fword of his vengeance was ready to be bathed in my 
blood. Hell, I thoyght, was gapii^ to receive n^; 
and a thoufand horrid devils were folacing themfelves 
with the hopes of my fpeedy deftrufbion. Benumbed 
with horror, and deprived cf recoUeftion, my animal 
fpirits failed me, and inilcad of roaring out in defpur, 
I funk into a ftate of childifh infenfibility. Sleq), or 
fomethuig like fleep, overpowered me, and when I awdce, 
1 remembered my fears, and was able, in fome meafure, 
to reafon on their caufe. I conf\dered what hopes I had 
beyond the grave, and found I had none. The views 1 
!had of religion, or my notions of redemption, indead of 
affopding me comfort, deprived me even of hope. Inr 
• ^igated by a fullen pride, aiKl no longer able to endarc 
^fe diflrading thoughts, I cried out, If my days are 
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juMibered, let me be damned, for there is no remedy; 
or, if my days are lengthened out, FU endeavour to pre- 
pare. After this impious ejaculation, • I felt a fudden 
- aim. I ro& wi^h fome degree of compofure, and be- 
took myfelf to prayef ; but the fubAance of my prayer \ 
hare entirely forgpt. After breakfafl I went to take a 
folitary walk upon the banks of a canal, with a deiign of 
poquirtn? more particularly^ into my lail night's tears* 
The fir^ queftion that occurred to was. Is there a God ? 
.The fun was then ihining upon the water with peculiar 
fpiehdour, and I thought that every one of its dazzling 
rays cried out ^ainft Atheifm. I durfl not liarbour the 
thought one moment, for an irrefiftible convidion of 
the divinity totally overpowered me. I then aiked. Is 
there a Trinity in this Godhead ? Infurmountable ob- 
je&ions I thought immediately speared againft the be- 
lief of it. The Sodnian principles came into my mind, 
that Chrift was not very God, but a great Prophet, en- 
dued with extraordinary powers. But this opinion I 
ImfiUy rejeded« and faw through theabfurdity of it. A 
finite being, honNcvjtx high in degree, can never approach 
nearer to an it^iniie Beim, than 2i finite Being of a lejfer 
degree; fo that if Chrift was not really God, his death 
could never be meritorious, becaufe nothing can merit 
from an infinite but an infinite. This idea, trifling as 
it may feem, entirely fatisfied me, and I felt a certain 
pleafure arife in my mind from the hopes of being con- 
jKrmed in the truth of the dodtrine of the Trinity; and 
by having fome fixed principles to go upon, I conceived 
hopes of being delivered from all fears for the future. 
Solacing myfelf with tfie belief of a God, and the belief 
of the Godhead of Chrift, and of the Holy Spirit, which 
was at thb time marvebufly opened up to my foul's un- 
derftanding, I bent my way homeward ; and as I walked 
along, I appeared as a moft iniignificant thine, when 
conftious that I was under the immediate eye of the fu- 
preme God, cm* glorious Trinity. But this did not fpring 
from any ienfe of my own unworthinefa by fin, orfroni 
Uny particular- convidion of its uglinefs, as being immt- 
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diately oppofite to the holy nature of God, but rather 
from a confcioufnefs of the low ftatc I held in the fade of 
beings: fo that owing to the un(ubdaed pride <rf my 
heart,' and its natural enmity, I did not make the proper 
improvement of this difcovery of the Godhead, but mai 
nifeftly drew upon myfclf a greater load of gdilt* MbA 
juftly might God have for ever delivered me- over to A 
reprobate mind, for had I pot bad the itioft ftubboni 
and accurfed heart, I muft have fallen down upon my 
fece, and cried out, Uncleatiy Unclean^ before the Ma- 
jetty of heaven, (o confpicuoufly difplayed/ But hii 
xnerqr in iparing me, more abundantly marks bis pa^ 
tience, and his willingnefs to fave. 

When I got home to dinner, I dined with my ufuil 
eheerfulnefs ; and not withftanding the uncomfnoa im-' 
preifions I felt upon my mind ^n hour or two before, ( 
was neither more rcferved in converfation, ftor more eare* 
fnl in guarding agaititt certain indulgences, which I now 
call (inful. As far as I can recoiled, I played a gamea^ 
chefs in the cofFee-houfe, with the fame compofure and 
attention as formerly. In the evening; I went on in mf 
ufual courfe of reading, viz. fome French philofophical 
elfays. I do not remember that I looked into the BibU 
at all. , (To ie continued.) 



Tie l(^ Words of the Rev. Dr. Samuel Frnky^ I^ie Pfff* 
fident of the College ofNew^Jerfey^ wh^ died Jufy if^ 
I766, jEtatis 51. 

1766. T^R. SHIPPEN toW him, that, according 

7^y 1 1 • 1 3 to prefcnt appearances, he could live but 
a few days longer; upon which he lifted up his eyes, 
and, with much compofure, faid, " Then, welcome^ 
Lord Jcfus !" !He acknowledged himfelf under ineXf 
prefliblc obligations to the Doftor for his kind and dili- 
gent attendance upon him during his illnefs, and faid, t 
owe a long catalogoe of debts to my friends, which will 
never be charged to my account. God will undertake to 
difcharge them for me. ' ' 
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>r ^d^^y ij^ DnCtarkfon being io waiting in the 
pc^t vhap:)}>er, c^me.in to Dr* Finley, an^ told him, he 
perceived a gjreat ^iteration in him, from, which he ^p* 
IMrehei^ied bis 4^th was at hand ; upon which be brokf 
9Ul as foUow^: \' Then may the Lord bring me. near 
bimfi^t I have be^n waiting with a Canaan hunger for 
tb/^iprraiirf d rlancl 4 I have ^ften wondered that God ^^ 
feiecl jm to li v^ si . I have more wondered that ever hg 
failixl nte to be a minifter pf the wcM^d. He ba^ ofteq^ 
afforded me i»uph flrength^ whk:h> though I have ab^fr 
cd» he bai returned in mercy» Qh4 ^faithful! CHi f 
£ii(fhful 1 ac? the .promire$ oiGo^f O thai. I qqu14; fe^ 
Itini/as lihave^ feen, him herc;to^re in his, fan&iiary i . ^\^ 
though i ba^v.^. earqeftly de&^ death as the bireliog. 
pants for the evening fliad^;, y^t will I wak all tbe4ay9 
of my aptKWted ti&ie* I h^^ <)ft^fi ftru^kd witli prin-^ 
cipaiitiei aed pQwer$» a^ 4^ve b^en br^^UgfitaJoapCt t<r 
^fpair; Lord> let it f^lice/' Here b^ fat.i;ip, and 
doted his ey^y.A9(i prayed fenreotly, tbpt God WQV14 
ikow bjffn*his,:gipry before Jbe d^paijted hence ; thsXkp 
wo^d enable iarim to ec^dttr^ paiieotly Iq th^ end, 4p<i 
parttoulM-Jy that he- might be kept from- di&orio]a|tfig: 
the mimftry. Thep he affumed ihis difcourfe, ftnd fpok^ 
as f<^w5^— ^. 1 can truly fey»: that I have lovea th^ 
jerylcc of God. I kiiow -not in what language to fpeak 
of my own unwortbinelsi I have been undutiful i I have 
hoiteitly (Sadeati0ured to aft for God» but with much 
we^d^nefi and .corruption,**. -Here he lay down on his 
|>ed, and continued to, fpeak as fi^Iiows in broken ien« 
tences : . " A Cbriftian*s d^ath is tlie beft part of .his tx^ 
iftence; the Lord has naadc provifion for the whcJe way; 
proviiion for the ibul, and provifion for the body. Oh> 
that I could recdUea: Sabbath bl^ffings; tb^. I>rd hath 
gi^^eIl me many (buls as crowns pf my rejoicing ; bicficd 
bjP Gody eternal reft is at hand; eternity is but long 
enough to enjoy my God. This, this has animated me 
in my fevcreft fludies : I was afhamed to take reft here. 
O ! that I could be filled, with the luhiefs of God^ that 
fiilneis that fills h«avcn TV 
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Being afked, whether his choice wak to live iyt die, he' 
tcplied, "/c> die,** though I cannot but fay I feel tbt 
fame flreight that St. Paul did, that he wot not which 
to choofe, for to me to live is Chrift, but to die is great 
gain. But (hould God, by a mirade, prolong my life, 
I will ftill ctontinue tb Terve him. His fcrvioe has ever 
been fweet to me : I have Iqvcd it' miich : I have tried 
toy Matter's yoke, and will never Jhriak my neck frofri 
it : his y(^e is eafy, and his burden is light.'* He then 
pift ht» hand into hi^ modth^ and pulled out -a loofe 
tobth, and faid, ^* here is one of the pillars of the taber* 
nacle^ the whole t&bernacle will foon fall to pieces/* — ^ 
You are morel vigofdiis and cheefful, %; faid ooe *bf 
the company i yes, (he replied) I rife or fall as eternal teft 
appears neatrer, or further offl" 

It being obferVed to him, that he alv^ys t^l that ez« 
preffion, *^ DfiAH Lor0/' in his prayer, be replied, ** O 
he is Vety dear, very precious indeed t How pretty is it 
for a minifter to die on a Sunday ! I expeA to ipend the 
remaining part of the Sabbath in Heaven. One of tht 
company faid to him, ** you will fbdn be joined to a blefk 
fociety, ydu will forever hold converfe wifh Abraham, 
Ifaac, and Jacob, with the fpiritsof juft mei| made per* 
fed, with old frieiids^ and many old fafhioned people; 
" Yes, Sir," he replied, with a fmile, « but they afea 
moft polite people now/' He expreiled great gratitude 
to friends around him, and more efpecialiy to the kind fit* 
mily he was in,^ and faid,^' May the Loid repay you for 
your tendemefe to me — ^^May he Wefs youabundantly,'not 
only with temporal,' but with fpiritual bl^ffings. :TheO|, 
turning to his wife, he faid, ^^ My dear, I expkrftto fee 
you thortly in glory." Addreffing 'himfelf to !the whole 
company, be faid. Oh ! may eacU of you> experidhcb 
what, bleiled be God, I do. When you come to die» 
may you have the pleaTure Of refle6iing,4n a dyiog lu^ur, 
that with faith and patience, zeal and iincerity, you have 
endeavoured to fcrve the Lord; that each of you may 
be imprefled, as I have bpen, with God's word, looking; 

* Mr. Daniel Roberdeau. * 
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iipon it as fubftantial ; and not only fearing, but being 
tuiiviUing to offend againft it* 

Upon feeing a member . of the New Prefbyterian 
Church at Philadelphia, he faid, *' \ have often preach- 
ed and prayed among you, my dear Sir^ ^hd the doc* 
trines I preached to you are now my fupport, and blefled 
be God> they are without a flaw; . May t6e Lord blefs 
sEuid preferve your Church ! he defigns good for it yet, 1 
truft. I look upon your Society to be the pillar of vital 
piety in this city/* 

Upon feeing a perfon froth Princeton, he (aid j " Give 
my love to the people of Princeton, and tell them, I am 
going to die, and that I am not afraid to die/' He 
would fometimes cry out, ^^ The Lord Jefus take care 
6f his caufe in the world/' 

Monday^ 14. Upon waking this morning ht cried 
out, ^* Oh! what a difappointment have, I n^et with! 
jhis morning I expcfted to have been in heaven/* His 

great languor prevented his fpeaking much through thi$ 
ay. 
Tuefday^ 15. With a pleafing fmile dn hi^ coun- 
tenance, and with a ftrong voice he cried out, " O ! I 
fliall triumph . over every foe : the Lord hath given me 
the vidtory. I exult, I triumph : Oh ! that I could fee 
Untainted purity/* Now I know it is impoffible that 
faith (hould not triumph over earth and hell. I think I 
have nothing to do but to die; yet, perhaps, I have ; 
Lord, fhow me my tafk/* After expreffing fome fear 
left he did not endeavour to preferve his remaining life, 
through eagernefs to depart, and being told that be did 
nothing inconfiftent with felf-prefervation, he faid, 
** Lord Jefus^ into thy hands I commit my fpirit. I do 
It with confidence^ I do it with fall aflurance; I know 
thou wilt keep that which I have committed to thee, t 
have been dreaming too fall of the time of my depar- 
ture, for I find it does not come > but the Lord is faith; 
ful, and will not tarry beyond his appointed time/*— 7 
When one who attended him told him,' that his pulfe 
grew weaker, he cried outj \* that's wejl/* He would 
Vol. I. No. 5.' D * 
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0{len put out his hand to his phyficians, atid aik them 
how his pulfe beat, and would rejoice when he hcaid it 
was fluttering and irregular. 

' In the afternoon, the Rev. Mr. Spencer came to (ae 
him, and faid, *' I am come to fee you, dear Sir; ccHifirm 
by fad:s the gofpel you have been preachii^ ; pray how do 
you feel ?" To which the Doftor anfwcred^ ^ Full <rf tri- 
umph^ triumph through Chrift ', nothing clips my wii^ 
but the thoughts of my diflblution being prolonged. 
O that it was to-night ! My very foul thirds for eternal 
reff. I fee the eternal love and goodne& of God ^ I ice 
the fulnefi of my Mediator;, I fee the love of Jeius. 
Oh ! to be diiiblved, and be with him ! I Jong to be 
clothed with the complete righteoufncfs of Chrift-** jHe 
then defired Mr. Spencer to pray by him before tbejr 
parted^ and defired him to pray as foUows : ** I have 
gained the vidkory over the devil — ^pray to God to pre- 
lerve me from evil— to keep me from dishonouring his 
great name in this critical hour, and to fupport me with 
his prefence in my paflkge through the valley of the (ba- 
dow of death.'" He (pent the remaining part of-thc 
evening in bidding farewell to, and bleffing his friends^ 
and in exhorting (uch of his cluldren as were with him. 
He would frequently cry out, 

** ff^Ay move the tardy hours Jo flow V^ 
fVednefdayy 1 6. His fpeech failed him — he made many 
efforts ta fpeak, but feldom fo diftindUy as to be wcit 
tinderftood. Mr. Roberdeau defired him to give kfmt 
token whereby his friends might know whether be ftili 
continued to triumph — Upon which he lifted up bis 
hands and cried, " Yes.** In the afternoon he fpoke fc- 
Veral fentences, but little could be colleded from them. 
Some of the laft words- he fpoke concerning himfeif 
were : '* After a confiidt of two or three hours, the en* 
gagement will be over." In the evening, about nine 
o'clock, he fell into a found ileep, and appeared much 
eafier and freer from pain than he had ^ been for many 
days before. He continued to fleep Without moving 
faimfelf in the leafl, till one o'clock, at which time he 
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pired witiiOQt a figh or groan, or any kind of motioil 
iufiicient to alarm his wife, and thofe friends that fa£ 
ffband his bed. 

During his whole iicknefs, he was never heard to utter 
one repining word, but exprefied, in all hjs behaviour 
nn entire reiignation to the divine will; and, in all the 
farewells he bid to his firiends and relations, he was ne>> 
ver feen to ffaed a fingle tear, or (faew any xziark of for- 
row ; he would often check his wife when he beheld hdr 
creeping, and expre^ed bis confidence in God's pronufes, 
whenever be fpoke of her children, which is fomewhat 
remarkable; His truly polite behaviour continued to 
manifeft itfelf to the laft ; he never aiked for a drop of 
drink to wet his lips with, but with the utm(^ polite- 
nefs ; and he treated every body around him with that 
fame fweetoefs and eafe that was {o peculiar and natural 
to him through life. 



Sime Accmnt of the Religion of the South Seoij taken frm 
the Appendix to the firjt Mijjionary Foyage^ in th 
Years X796, 1797, and 1798. 

DEITIES OF THE SOUTH SEAS. 

I HOUGH the world was at firft of one fpeech and 
one i*eItgion, all confeffing Jehovah in triune ext- 
e, the true tradition began foon to be obfcured. 
On the diiperfion of mankind, gods many and lords 
many were created. The Eaft, antidft its thou&nd dei- 
ties, (till preferved feme traces of the triune God. 
WTioevcr reads the ingenious Mr. Morrises account of 
India, will receive iingularly curious information on this 
fubjedt. However abfurd the notions of deity and cre- 
ation may appear, now retained by the Otabeiteans, the 
mofk pbliOied nations of Greece and Romedcvbutly em- 
braced equal abfurdities. It fhould afford matter of 
great thankfulnefs, that we have been refcued from tbe 
darknefs of idolatry? So far at leaft hath the world been 
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indebted to Chiifti^i^ity, that wherever this hath m^ 
vailed, before it every idol bath mouldered into duft. 

The deities of Otabeite are nearly as numerous as the 
perfons of the inhabitants. Every family has its tee^ or 
guardian fpirit, whom they fet up, and worship at the 
morai; but they have a great god, or gods of a fuperior 
order, denominated Fwhanow Po, born of night. 

The general name for deity, in all its ramifications, is 
EatOoa. 

. Three are held fupreme ; (landing in a height of ce* 
leftial dignity that no others can approach unto : and. 
what is more extraordinary, thenames are pcrConal ap^ 
pellations : 

I • Tanc, te Medooa, 
the Father. 

2. Oromattow, *Tooa tee te Myde, 

God in the Son. 

3, Taroa, Mannoo te Hooa, 

the Bird^ the Spirit. 
To thefe, the dii majorcs, they only addrels thtixprvfm 
ets in tixnes of greateft diflrei^, and (eafons of peculiar 
exigency, fuppofing them too exalted to be troubled 
with»,matters of lefs moment than the illnefs of a chief, 
ftorms, devaftations, war, or any great calamity. In- 
deed, fear and fufTering feem to be more powerful mo- 
tives to worfhip than gratitude* The houfe of theft 
fwhanow po, is at Oparre, where the chief earie rahie 
refides. 

The following names of other gods are collefted: 
Orohho, Otoo, Tamaharro, Tey'eree, Orouhatoo, O- 
hawhow, Tamma, Toaheite, Vaveah. 

For general worfliip they have an inferi(Hr race, a kind 
of dii penates. Each family has its tee or guardian fptrit : 
he i^fuppofied to be one of their departed relatives, who, 
for his fuperior excellences, has been exalted to an ea* 
tpoa. They fuppofe this fpirit can infli<5t iicktieis or re* 
move it^ and prelerve them from a malignant deity who 
alfo bears the name tee, and is always onployed in mifr 
chief, t 
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They have a tradition, that once in their anger, the 
great gods broke the whole world into pieces ; and that 
all the iilands around them are but little parts of what 
was once venooa noe, the great land, of which their own 
Hland is the eminent part. A curious converfation held 
with Manne Manne, the high pricft, and Taata Orero, 
the orator and oracle of the country for tradition, is as 
follows, interpreted by the Swede Andrew : 

In the beginning, Tane took Taroa, and begat Avye, 
freflb water ; Atye, or Te Myde, the fea ; alfo Awa, 
the water fpout ; Matai, the wind ; Arye, the flcy ; and 
Po, the night ; then Mahanna, the fun, in the Ihape of 
a man called Oeroa Tabooa: when he was born, all his 
brethren and fifters turned to earth ; only a daughter was 
left, by name Townoo; (he became the wife of Oeroa 
Taboa, by whom (he conceived thirteen children, who 
are the thirteen months: i. Papeeree; 2. Ownoonoo; 
3. Paroromooa; 4. Paroromoree; 5. Mooreeha; 6. 
Heaiha; 7. Taoa; 8. Hoorororera '; 9. Hooreeama; 
10. Teayre; 11. Tetai; 12. Waeaho; 13. Weaha. ' 
• Townoo now returned to earth, and Oeroa Tabooa 
embraced a rock calkd 'Poppoharra Harreha, which 
conceived a foh named Tetooboo amata hatoo ; after 
which the rock returned to ifis original (late, and the 
father of the months himfelf died, and went to du(t^ 
The fon be left embraced the fand of the« (iea, which 
conceived a fon of the name of Tee, and z daughter 
called Opeera; then he alfo died, and returned to* the 
earth. Tee took his (ifter Opeera to wife, who pro-i 
duced a daughter Oheera, Reene, Moqnoa; the mo- 
ther died, and the father furvived : in herillnels (hecn- 
treated her hufband to cure her, and (he would do tlie 
fame for him if he fell fick, and thus they might live for. 
ever ; but the hufband refafedi and preferred her dnugh-: 
tcr, whom, on her deceafe, he took for his wife. The 
daughter bore him tbree fons, and three daughters ; the 
fons, Ora, Wanoo, Tytory; the dau^tcrs/ Henna- 
toomdrrooroo, Henaroa, Noowya. The father and mo- 
|hcf dying, the brothers faid, Let us take ourfiftcrs to. 
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wife, and become many. So men began to multrpljr 
upon the earth. 

Refpeding a future ftate, they fuppofe no perfon pe- 
ri fhcs or becomes extind:. They allow no punifhmeiit 
after death, but degrees of eminence and felicity, as 
men have been here moft pleafing to the deity. They 
regard the fpirits of their aniteflors, male and female, as 
exalted into eatooas, and their favour to be fecured \yf 
prayers and offerings. Every ficknefs and untoward ac- 
cident they efleem as the hand ofjudgment for fbme of^ 
fence committed ; and therefore, if they have injured 
any perfon, they fend their peace-offering, and make 
the matter up: and, if fick, fend for thcprieft to offer 
up prayers and facrifices to pacify the offended eatooa^ 
giving any thing the prielb afk, as bang very reluftant 
todie« But if they find their cafe defperate, theytak^ 
leave of their friends, and commend them to the guar- 
dian fpirits, exhorting them to be more careful of of- 
fending them than they themfelves had been. WhcQ 
the fpirit departs from the body, they have a notion it 
is fwallowed by the eatooa bhrd, who frequents their bu« 
rying-places and morals ; and pafles through him in or« 
dcr to be purified, and be united to the deity. And fudi 
are afterwards employed by him to attend other human 
beings, and to inflid puniftimeilt, or remove licknefs, ss 
fliall be judged requifite. 

The evil demon named Tee^ has no power but upon 
earth ; and this he' exercifes by getting into them with 
their food, and caufing madnefs or other difeafes; but 
thefe they imagine their tutelar (aints, if propitious, can 
prevent or remove. 

They believe the ftars were the children of the fun 
and moon, attributing every fubflance to procreatnre 
power ; and when tl^e fun and moon are eclipfed, they 
ftippofe them in the aft of copulation ; and pretend to 
fbretel, from their appearance at foch times, the future 
events of war, ficknefs, or the like. 
' They imagine, whena flar fhoots (as w^ call it), it is the 
Eatooa ; that in the moon there is a vaft country with 
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trees and fruits ; that a bird of Otaheite once flew up 
thither, and, ate of tht fruit ; and on his return, dropped 
fomc of the feeds, from which a great tree (prang, of 
which the bird dill eats, ^nd of no other. 

With regard to their worftiip. Captain Cook does the 
Otaheiteans but juftice in' faying, they reproach many 
who bear the name of Chriftian. You fee no inftances 
of an Otaheiiean drawings* near the Eatooa with care* 
leflheis and inattention; he is all devotion; be ap«- 
proaches the place of worfliip with reverential awe.; un* 
covers when he treads oi>facred ground; and prays with 
a fervour that would do honour to a better profeiiiom 
He firmly credits the traditions of his anceftors. None 
dares difpute the exiftence of deity. They put great 
confidence in dreams, ahd iuppofe in lleep the foul leaves 
the body under the care of the guardian angel, and moves 
at large through the regions of fpirits. Thus they fay^ 
"My foul was iuch a night in fuch a place, and faw fuch a 
fpirit. When a perfon dies, they fay his foul is fled away 
Aarre pOy gone to night. It is fingular, that Pomarre 
declared to the Mifiionaries that he had, before their ar- 
rival, been dreaming about the fpeaking-hook, which 
they (hould bring from the Eatooa. * 

They entertain a high idea of the power of Ipirits. 
In the beautiful and romantic view of Taloo harbour, 
the remarkable peaked mountain is faid to be but apart 
of the original one. Some fpirits from Ulietea had 
broken off the other half, and were tranfporting it down 
the bay, in order to carry it away with them, but, being, 
overtaken by the break of day, they were obliged to 
drop it near the mouth of the harbour, where it now 
ilands confpicuous as a rock; for, like the elves and 
fairies of our anceftors, thefe fpirits walk and work by 
night, 

. Their fuperftitious notions of this kind are endlefs; 
unhappily, their mod unnatural and cruel cuftoms are 
connected with them, and they are tenacious of the 
worft, fearing the negleft of thefe, though inadvertently,, 
would bring down the diipleafure of the Eatooa upon, 
them, and expole them to iicknefs or death. 
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PRIESTHOOD AND SACRIFIGES. 

THE priefts at the Society Jflands are a pretty nur^ 
merous body ; they arc in every diflrid : Mlnne 
Manne feems to be the firft amoDg them for knowled^ 
and traditionary information : he is alfo monarch of Uli^ 
etea by right, though an exile. Temarre, the chief of 
Pappara, of the feed royal, is alfo high in the iacerdotal 
office.' The prieflbood is divided into two orders : the 
tahowra morai, and the ' tahowra Eatooa. As tahowra 
moral, they officiate in all the . prayers and oblations 
made at. the morais :! thefe prayers are uttered in a chant 
that cannot be underftood, and was fappofed to be a 
peculiar facred language; but that is. now thought to be 
A mifUke, and the obTcurity owing to the meie maDoer 
pf utterance. All the chiefs officiate as priefts on fbmc 
occafions, praying for their friends when fick, making 
offerii^ at the moral, and performing other religious 
ceremonies. 

The priefts have plenty of employmebt, being called 
in on all occafions, births or. deaths, feafts or ficknefs; 
and are the phyiicians as well as clergy of the conntry. 
They affeft to poflefs extraordinary powers, to promote 
conception or abortion, to inflidt difeafes, or remove 
them at their [deafure, and are greatly feared on that ac* 
count. They are fuppofed to be able to pray the evB 
fpirit into the food, by rubbing a human flcuU with a 
. part of the provifions they eat ; and fometimes to kiU 
^nen outright. Thus Orepiah is fuppofed to have died 
by Manne Maime's conjuration. They acknowledge, 
that over us they have nO: power, becaufe they know not 
the names of our God, and our grandfather, which is 
ncceffary. They gave us a fpecimen of their conjurors 
in one of our vifits to Temarre. A man prefcnted hiil^ 
felf in an old blue coat turned up with red, his head for- 
rounded with numerous feathers, io as to hide his coun- 
tenance entirely : he ran up to us fvith an unintelligible 
jargon, making a Squeaking noife^ and adbns fo wild. 
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that we a&ed if tlie nia& was deliriotist The natives not 
feeing us at all frightened, faid it was Teibarre's tbn^ 
the Etdoa eiCj the little god, which killed Omiah and 
many others* Having with us a gr^t dog^ he fell upon* 
tiic prieft, who fied ; at which the natives feemdd terri^ 
fied, and iaid he would kill us« After a while^ the prie& 
returned with a dub in his hand, driving like a fiiry alt 
before him, the women and children fhriektng, and thei 
natives trembling* On this one of the bretfaren jumped; 
up to protect the. dog, agpinft wbom fajs rage was dt^ 
rented, and wrefting the club from hkn, turned up the 
feafcheoed cap, and difcovered a welt-known countenance^ 
who bad run away from Matavai, after robbing Pye- 
tea. We immediately charged him wBbh the theft ; on^ 
this he changed countenance, and (hewed the greatefb 
terror* The natives interpotirig in hiv behalf, while we 
were telling them of the man and his impbfh&re, he gave' 
us the flip, and fled i fowe^wnonxxseofhim. 

He feems to have been one of thofie called tafaown 
Etooa, who afie& infpiration. Oi tbefe, fome pretend 
to belong to the particuho' deity.; others to many : fnch 
as claim acquaintance with the three fuperior eatooas are 
the moll confequential, and procure high reverence from 
the part they prcfumc to aft ; indeed they do it with fo 
much cunning and addrefs, that the Swedes whom we 
fijund on the iiland, as well as the mariners who pre- 
ceded them, really believed the appearances fi:q)ernatu* 
ml, and that tlie devil aftually was the agpnt. When 
they are called upon to- coniult the deity, they aiTume 
an odd fan! aflic drefs, enriched with red and black fea^ 
tbers; to which they fay the Eatooa is fo partial, that on 
their approach to him thus, he defcends to the earth at 
thetr call, in one of the facred birds which frequent the 
fUKiirais, aftid feed on the facrifices. As foon as the bird 
lights on the morai, the £atooa quits the bird, and en- 
ters the pricft. He inftantly begins to ftretch and yawn^ 
and rub his arms, legs, thighs, and body, which begins 
to be inflated as if the fltin erf the abdomen would burfl ; 
his eyes arc thrown into various contortions, fometimes 
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flaring wide, then half clofed and (inking into ftuptn*/ 
while, at other times, the whole frame is agitated, and 
appears to have undergone fome fudden and fiirprifing^ 
cfaaQge. The fpeech now becomes low, the voice fqueak- 
ing and interrupted; then, on a fudden, raifed to an 
aftonifhiilg degree. He now fpeaks intelligibly, though 
afiedting not to know what he faith, nor the perfons of 
thofe around him ; but his words are regarded as oracular, 
and whatever he afks for the deity, or himfelf^ is never 
rcfufed, if it can be poffibly procured. Of this, however, 
Ae adtor affeds, to have no confcioufnefs j his colleague 
and affiftant, neverthelefs, takes care to minute the 
claims pf the deity, and receives them from the per/on 
on whofe accoxmt the deity was fo condefcending as thus 
to appear : thefe requirements are generally very large. 

When the deity quits the pretended infpired tahowra^ 
he doth it with fuch convuliions and violence, as leave 
him motionlefs on the ground, and exhauflied ; and this^ 
is contrived to be at the mon^nt when the facred bird 
takes his flight firom* thd moraij On coming to himfelf, 
he utters a loud fliriek, and feems to awake as frost 
a profound fleep, unconfcious of every thing which hattr 
pafled. 

The priefts who fuperintend the lower orders of the 
people proceed nearly irf the lamie mannerj with varia- 
tions only according to their craft and abilities: among 
thefe are women who ^officiate, though not folcly, for 
their own fex. They think it impoffible that a child 
ibould come into the world without their affiflancey 
thougli, ill fadt, they afford them none. People of pro- 
perty, when fick, wiU fometimes have half, a dozen cE 
thefe priefts and prieftefles praying around them, and 
making offerings for them ; and whichever of thefe hap-' 
pens, in the eftimation of the (ick perfon, to be te 
happy caufe of his recovery, is fure to be well rewarded, 
and ever after highly rcfpefted, to whatever clafs of the 
priefthood he may belong. Whenever a prieft vifits a 
perfon of confequence, he carries a young plantain in 
his hand ; and before he enters the houfe, offers a prayer. 
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•fticks a leaf of the plantain in the thatch, and throws 
the remainder of the tree on the roof. 

Their facrifices and oblations are various and HberaT. 
They ofler to their gods all the produft of their ifland, 
hogs, dogs, fowls, fifh, and vegetables ; and at every 
feaft a portion is prefcnted to the Eatooa before they 
prefume to take their own repaft. When a prieft de- 
nounces the neceflity of a human faorifice, or, as on !hc 
inauguration of the king, cuftom requires fuch offer' 
ings, the manner of felefting them is by a council of the 
chief with the ratirras. The occafion is flated, and the 
vidim pitched upon; he is ufually a marked charafter, 
who has been guilty of blafphemy, or fome enormous 
crime; or a ftr^nger who has fled to the diflrift for 
flielter from fome other part on account of his ill con- 
duft. The decifion of this council is kept a profound 
fecret, and perhaps the only one which is fo. They 
watch the opportunity of the night, when the culprit 
is aileep, and difpatch him, if poffible, with one blow 
of a ftone on the nape of the neck, to prevent any dis- 
figurement of the body ; a bone of him muft not be 
broken, nor the corpfe mangled or mutilated. If a man 
has been bit and disfigured by a woman, he becomes 
noa, unclean for ever, and can never be offered in fa- 
crifice. The viftim is placed .in a baiket of cocoa-nut 

. leaves, fattened to a long pole, and carried in a facred 

"^ canoe to the morai, when the eye is offered to the king 
with the ceremonies before defcribed. 

If the chief and ratirras, on the requifition of the 
priefts, declare they can find none deferving death in 

• iheir diftrift, or refufe to provide a human facrifice, 
they may fubflitute a hog in his place; and it is re- 
ported, as taking off fomething from the horror of the 
deed, that none are pitched upon whbfe lives have not 
been juftly forfeited by their crimes. Where there is 
no law, nor regular adminiflration of juflice, this mode 
is fubftituted to difpatch a criminal, whom his friends 
plight refcue; but being thus executed, it is fuppofcd 
the choice was riglU", and no fiuthcr notice is taken ^ 
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Jl?ut what a door this opem to partiality, private cmnitjrt 
. and revenge, is top evident and (hocking. No womaa 
is liable to be offered at the Society lilaods, though ihey 
appear the chief vidims at the Friendly Ulands; nor 
^p^y they, at Otaheite, be prefent at any of the religi- 
pus aifemblies, partake of the offerings at the morai, or 
iread the ccHifecrated ground, except on a [uurticular oc- 
pUion; nor may they eat of any food which has been 
Ihere, or touched by thofe who officiate at the alcar; 
and^ all their male attendants are in the fame ftaCe of on- 
deannefs and feci uiion. . 

The facred ground around the morais affords a fan&u- 
^ry for criminak. Thither, on any apprehenfion of dan- 
ger, . they flee, efpecially when numerous ikcriiices are 
expe(!%ec^ and cannot thence be taken by force, thou^ 
(hey are fometitpes feduccd to quit their afylum. On 
the inauguration of Otoo, niany (o<^ refuge in the pfe- 
4i|i^ of th^ mutineers- habitation, which was fadd ik- 
cred as the morai, and where they enjoyed full protec- 
4ioiK Our habitations will afford as a^ured exemption; 
jukI the whole diftrid of Matavii being ceded to us,, no 
inora. human (acnfices wiU probably be demanded from 
ps, and fuch an example will have the m(^ beneficial 
tendency to abolilh the cuftqm in otlier dif^rids. If we 
ihali be enabled only to put an end to a pradice fo in^ 
hunaian, and to induce the pregnant females to prefenre 
and commit to our nurture, the in6uits devoted to de- 
itruftioQ, we (hall, acknowledge this alone would amply 
rev^ard us for the labours of love in which we areeq* 
g^d. 

A concife View of tTie Moravian Miffions. 

[Continued from page 311, and concluded] 

SEVERAL years ago the Brethren endeavoured to 
eftablith miffions, as well among the negroes in tlie 
State of Georgiai as among the Cherokee Indians, but 
they did not Tucceed. Neverthdefs, they have not let* 
f bis ob^eft flip out of their mind, and are anxiou% 
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smiting, till the Lord in mercy be pleafed to open the 
-<loor for introducing the gofpel among thefe and other 
xieighbouring heathen nations. But the Brethreas* en- 
deavours to bring the tribes of the north-weltern Indi- 
ums over to Christianity, have been drowned with better 
iuccefs. As early as 1 740, their firft Miffionartes among 
them had cdkftecf a little flock of believing Indians out 
cf the Makikan and WampanoTe nations, fettled at She* 
lumeka. But it had to ihare alfo in the reproaches 
-yea, evea perTecuticms, of which Chrift has torwamed 
. his true foUowers, and it was obliged to become a wjan^ 
dering or moving congregation. 
. In 1 746 it was forced to move into the State of Penn« 
fylvania,^ fixing its abode for fome time in Northamp* 
ton county. Here thefe believing Indians liv^ in a lit- 
tle village by themfelves, having their Mifiionaries and 
teachers always with them. Many new converts from 
the Delaware nation, were, in this period, added to their 
number, forming but (Hie congregation, v^ich ftiU corK 
tinned to fliift its place of abode, as circumftancA-M- * 
quired. But in 1757 it was found expedient to divide 
it, one part of it forming a little vilh^e^ about a mil^ 
from Bethlehem, and the other moving over the bluf 
mountains, on a little river about twenty miles firom 
Nazareth. But when, in 1763, a new war with the fai*- 
vages commenced, they were, by fomc white people, 
groundlefsly fufpe&ed of being in league with their fa- 
vage countrymen. Hereby they were expofed to the 
greateft dangers ; but the government of Pennfylvania 
took them under protection, and they were, for fafety^ 
all brought to Phiiadelpbia, and there lodged, for fom6 
time, in the barracks ; flill keeping fome of thei{ Mifiion«> 
aries with them. Peace being reftored, they were, by 
order of government, tranlported into the Indian terri- 
tory, at the confluence of the Sufquehannali and Wihi- 
lufing. There they built themfelves regular villages, 
named Friedenfhutten (/. e. tents of peace). Many of 
' the wild Indians were here converted unto the Lorchjefus, 
pf whom a part came to live with the believers in this 
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grillage, and another went to fettle on a place 30 miles 
higher up the Sufquebannah. But the fix nations fell- 
ing, in 1 768, a large trad of land to the Engiifli, in 
which lay alfo the Indian village Friedenfliiitten, it be- 
jcame impo0ib]e for the Indian congregation to (lay any 
longer there. They left, therefore, their well built vil- 
lage, confiding of 39 good dwelling houles, befides 10 
huts, and movjcd^ away in 1772; the whole number of 
them being increafed to more than zoo perfons. They 
took theif .courfe over the Ohio, and fixed themfelves 
on Muikingum river, between lake Erie and the Ohio. 
There they again built a village,, which they called Sho* 
enbfun (in £ngli(li, a pleafant well). Some time after, 
a great part of the other Indian congregation alfo, went 
from Friedepftadt ^the name they had given their vil-p 
li^e, fignifying city of peace) to the Muikingum, and 
built a fettlement about 10 miles below Shoenbrun, 
which they called MadenhiJtten (in English, tents of 
grace). Here the Miflionaries had a fine opportunity to 
preach the gofpel to the Shawanefe alfo, and other Indian 
tribes, of whom a good many were coni'erted ; . and in 
1780, a third fettlement, about five miles below Maden- 
hiitten, was made, and called Salem. AU thefe three fct- 
tlements were in a flourifhing condition from without and 
within, till during the late American revolution. In 1 78 1 
they were dellroyed by a party of Indian waniors. The 
Indians, with their Mtfiionaries, were carried toSandufky 
creek, where they fufFered great diftrefs, while fome of 
their Miflionaries were kept as prifoners at Fort Detroit ^ 
but after examination were releafed. Befides, they had 
to endure a great famine; and, moreover, when, in 1 782, 
a confiderable number of the Indians went to the rivet 
Muikingum, to look among their deferted fettlements 
for provifions, they were furprizcd by a troop of volun- 
teers, who made them prifoners, and the next day mur- 
dered them all, in number 96 men, women and children, 
after they had time given them to prepare themfelves, in 
a chriftian-like manner, to meet death. The account of 
this nielancholv event, caufed inconceivable srief and 
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tertor to the remaining Indian congregation atSanduiky.' 
I-IarralTed thus on all fides, and full of fear as to what 
xiiight yet come upon them, they refolved to difperfe, 
afid put a period for fome time to the cxiftence of the 
congregati6n. One part of them went into the country 
of the Shawanefe, and the reft ftaid fome time in the 
xieighbourhood of Pipeftown. As to their Miffionaries, 
vi^ho had been carried to Detroit, the Governor gave 
them liberty to return to Bethlehem; but they refolved, 
from motives of duty and affeftion, to ufe their utmoft 
exertions, to gather, by degrees, their fcattered flock.- 
With this view they took fteps to form a new fettle- 
ment, and to invite the believing Indians to return to* 
them. With the approbation of the Governor, a fpot^ 
about 30 miles from Detroit, on the river Huron, was. 
fised upon for that purpofc, and a beginning made. 
The greater part of the believing Indians flocked thi- 
ther. In a few years it became a well regulated chrif- 
tian village, though they had to experience various* 
trials and difficulties. The pleating and peaceful in- 
ternal ftate of the niiflion rendered the year 1785, in 
particular, a period of joy and confolation. The daily 
worfliip of the congregation went on;Unmolefted; the 
public and private diicourfes of the Miflionaries were 
full of comfort and inftruftion, by which the growth of 
the Indians, in the knowledge of Jefus Chrift and of 
themfelves, was greatly promoted. It was alfo remark- 
able to them for thij reafon, that the Miflionaries re- 
ceived undoubted information of Congrefs having re- 
ferved the diftrift belonging to the three fettlements of 
the Chriftian Indians on the Muikingum, to be mea- 
furcd out and given to them, which caufed univerfal 
joy alfo in the Indian congregation, and it was refolved 
to return to the Muikingum, virhicb, however, could 
not be cffedted fooner than in fpring 1786, when they 
croflTed Lake Erie, landed at the mouth of the rivei: 
Cayaha^a, continued their journey up that river till 
tbey arrived at an old forfaken Indian town, about 14Q 
miles diftant from Pittiburgb, Here they refolved tq 
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ipend the fummer, therefore built huts, cleared Ae 
ground for plantations, and regulated their daily wor* 
Slip in the ufual manner, &c. and God bleffed their 
labours. Nor did the Mifiionaries omit to fend fome 
Dfieffengers tothedifperfed Chriftian Indians/admonifh- 
ing them not to lofe their coumge, but to return and 
join their brethren. Congrefs had likewife fent a writtea 
order, to acquaint the Indians, that it had given govern* 
Hient HKich Tatisfadtion, to hear of their return into the 
territory of the United States on this fide of LakeErie^ 
that they had leave to go back to their former fettle-* 
ments on the river MU&ingum, where they might be 
affured of the friendftiip and protedion of gDvernment ^ 
and that immediately upon their arrival 500 bufhels of 
Indian corn (hould be given them from the public ma« 
-^^ines on the Ohio, with other neceflaries of life. This 
.itind promife was accepted by the Chriftian Indiana 
with great gratitude, and they rejoiced in the profped: 
of taking pofTeffion 6f their own land on the Mufkin- 
gum. However, the Indiin nations having refbJved, in a 
great council, in 1787, to carry on again a war with the 
United States, it was likewife fixed upon by them, that 
tf the Chriftian Indians would not, of their own accord^ 
^ve up the idea of returning to the Mufkingum {foe 
the Indian chiefs, and particularly thofe of the Dda- 
wares, were very much againft the Chriftian Indians re- 
turning to Mufkingum, and did alt they could to anni- 
hilate the whole miffion to their nations), they (houid 
be obliged to do it by force, and that the Miifioiiarie9 
fhould not be taken prifoners, but killed, in order, at 
once, to put an end to the miffion. Wlien the account 
of thefe refoititions was brought to the Chriftian Indi- 
ans, the Miflibnaries comforted their congregation, by 
reprefenting to them, it\ the moft foothing terms, that 
though they might reafonably cxpeA fcveral htfavy 
troubles, yet they might reft aifiired, that their firm 
and child-like confidence in the Lord would not be put 
to (hame. It had fe fahitary an effed, tliat the courfe 
6f thecongrc^tion became peaceful and edifying. 



X ifoni^ ' Pte^ if the Moravian ^Ttffidh. §8 1 

*" "The repeated threats,liowever,oif the favages, on the one 
iiahd, who infifted on their removal to fome other coun-^ 
tty, acid the advice of the United States oil the other, 
to (lay, for the ^rcfent, at the Cayahaga, tended ftill t(S 
diftrcfs the IndiArt Brethren, efpecially as their own in* ^ 
fclyiatidn was fixed to return to the MuUtingunii The 
^iffionaries, thinking it their diity to facrifice ievery 
t>ther confideration to the welfare and fafety of theit" 
flock, tckjk all thefe circumftahces into confideralton; /; "^^ 
find, after Ynatiire deliberation^ refolved to propofe^td * 
\heilr Indiam, that they (hould give up all thoughts c^ 
Returning to the Mufltingunl for the pfefent; but, at 
the farhe tiiili^, not to remain on the Cayahaga, but ra-i 
Iher ftck to And fome fpot between that river and Pctt-^ 
quattift^, wheite they might procure a peaceable, and fjife ^ • 
retreat. This propofal w^ folemnly accepted by thif ' 
iivhole C(5rigregation j aiid fbitie Indian Brethren difpatcli^ 
^d to feek a place for a new fettlement, who alfo foiind 
One mtich to their triind; Accordingly, the whole con-» 
grcgationj with their Miffionariesj moved away in twd 
parties, and in five or fix days arrived at the place fixcct 
upon* about a league from Lake Erie, and there they 
fbnned a camp* They found it an exceeding plcafant 
iind fruitful country, and were much rejoiced at iti 
However, theirjoywas of ftiort duration; for a few days 
after a Delaware Captain arrived at their camp, and in- 
formed them, that they (hould not remain in this place, 
but live with them at Sandulky. Difagreeable as this 
tneflage was to the Indians, yet, after many feribus deli- 
berations, they and the Miffionaries could not but re- 
folve.tofubmit to the will of the chiefe; and two more 
Mrffionarics having come to ftay with them from Beth- 
lehem, the whole congregation moved to {ettle neat 
Pittquotting : they found an uninhabited place fituated 
on a river, called alfo Huron, which empties itfelf into 
the lake at Pittquotting. Here they made plantations 
on the eaft, and their dwelling-houfes on the wefl: fide ^ 

of the rivef. A larger number of heathen Indians at* 
tended their public worfhip here than at Cayahaga, and 
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hardly aday paffed without vifits from ftrangers. Among 
the favageb who, about this time, became xonccrncd for 
the falvation of their fouls, was a noted profligate, who, 
in 1781, had formed a plan againft the lives of the 
Miflionaries, and often lain in ambufli to furprize them, 
but without fuccefs. He was travelling, and came 
without defign to the Chriftian (ettlcment on Cayahaga^ 
jHvhere he heard the gofpel with great attention, and af- 
tcr\yards cxprefTed his ardent defire to be delivered from 
the fervice of fin ; nor would he leave the congregation 
o£ believers-^ He turned with his whole heart unto the 
Lord, and was baptized at New Salem, the name of 
the fettlement made in the la(l fpot. Befides, many of 
the poor ftrayingtheep belonging to this fold^ returned 
alTo about the. fame time. Among them was, la parti- 
^cular, one,^ a b^ti'zed Indian, but who had left his flock 
'when the fettlements on Muikingum were dcflroyed. 
Hqhad been, while among the lavages, the principal pro^ 
aoter of all the troubles occafioned to the Chriftian In- 
dians by the Heathen Chiefs. A more full and exten-* 
live account of the beginning and progreis of this mif- 
fion, till the year 1788, may be foiind in Lofkiers hif- 
tory of the miffion of the United Brethren among the 
.Indians in North- America, publifhed in London, in 
1794. What remains to be added of this miflion, till 
the prefent time, is as follows : Notwithftanding all dif- 
ficulties and dangers, to which the fmall flock of be- 
^ lievtng Indians, even in this new fettlement, was expofed^ 
^during a war which the lavages carried on with the 
United States, it had an opportunity, for a (hort time, 
to' breathe again, as it were, aod gather ftrength. Al 
the.clofe of 1789, the congregation conlifted of 184 
perfons. But the believing Indians were, in Novem- 
ber, 1 7 90, much alarmed at the outrages comraitted by 
the favajges in Kentucky, and on the Mulkingum', near 
the Ohio river, and found themfelves now in danger 
from two fides. From the favages, who were continu- 
ally preffing on them to take Ihare in their war, and 
threatening them if not complied with s and, firom. the 
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white people, who, in their heat of revenge, might alfo 
fall upon them : for they had the murder of their coun- 
trymen on the Muikingum, in 1782, always frefh inrc* 
membrancc. For thefe reafons, they were alfo obliged, 
in 1 79 1, to come to a refolution to quit their fcttle- 
ment, and take refuge again on thedppofite fide of lake 
£rie, which they alfo put into execution, and arrived ui 
Auguft the fame year, at a place 1 8 miles from Detroit, 
in the Englilk territory, where every kindnefe they could 
wifli for was (hewn to them^ The Indians were very 
cheerful amidft their trying circumftances ; nor was tht 
lead diflatisfaftion or lamentation to be heard amOrt^ 
them; but they were' perfeftly fatisfied, willing to for- 
fake their houfes and plantations, to feek for peace, and 
a free exercife of religion, remote from war and blood- 
ihed. But as fome of their white neighbours were, not . 
well affefted towards them, and moreover the chiefs df 
the favages, even here, were continually harafling thein 
with their fdicitations to join them in the war, they 
were convinced that they could not live quietly hertf; 
therefore the Miffionaries, in the beginning of theneict 
year, founded the fentiments of their Indians concern- 
ing their removal. Upon their reprcfentation, that 
whatever the promifoe of the chiefs might be, they 
fhould have no f)eace in the Indian country, but be*ei-? 
thcr kept in continual alarm during the war, or called 
upon to join or aid the warriors, which would not be 
the cafe if they rcfided in the Englifh dominions, it 
was reiblyed to lay the matter before the agent of that 
nation, and to follow his advice, which was to go to 
Retrench River, and to choofe a fpot of ground in what* 
ever part they pleafed/ Two Indian Brethren were ac» 
cordingly deputed to reconnoitre the land on faid river, 
and, on their return, every ftep neceffary to their removal 
froni their temporary refidence on lake Erie was taken. 
Having met once more, April 12, 1792, in a meet- 
ing, and recommended themfelves to the Lord in prayer, 
intreating him ftill to approve himfelf their gracious 
ftiepherdj, and be their proteftor and counfcllor on the 
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fnYf they left their houfes, and went io two divUicMH^ 
fome by water, and (bene by land, up ^he river to l>e^ 
troit, and proceedod onward up to Retrench, and May 
8, encamped on an high and pleafant plac^. As fooQ 
as they ha^ laid put their town, they b^an to divide 
the farms. On this fpot tbey had three lai^e daks 
and each family could have as much Und as it wapted. 
The high lands were iaady, and the low lajyk ^ rich m 
pan well be conceived. In a little time this fpot becajae 
a Wfll regulated fettlemcnt, by the induftry (^theChnP* 
fiap Indians. The Miffionaries themielves bore witne& 
of it, that the Lord beftowed great grace and n^erqr 
iipon tl>eir. congregation. Many flrange Indiai^s; alfo 
pame to hear the gofpel, and they hoped not without 
a good tfkdi. Their fcttlement here received the naoiQ 
of Fairfield, and was declared, to be a regular townftiip, 
containing 12 miles in length) and fix in breadth. They 
rejoiced greatly, when the news was brought tfawut 
that peace was eflablifhed again between th^ American 
States and the favage Indiana; and thoiigh tiiey af^eaied 
well fettled where they were at prefeitf, yet many of 
them were willing and ready now to go to any other part 
pf chq Indian country, whenever a door opened for the 
prejvching of the gofpel, aad the fettliijig qf a Cbriftian 
congregation^ The defirc to live upon the land oix Muf- 
kingum, referved by Congrefs for the ChrifHan Indi- 
ans, at the fame time revived in the minds of s^any of 
them. 

But it was not till in the fpring of 1797^ tint th^ 
three trafts of their former fettlement^ couVi be fiyrveyed 
and properly made over to them ; upon which.it waafe* 
folved, that fome of the. Chriftian Indians ajt Faif^ld 
fhould come over and make a fcttlement upon one oC 
the trada. Accordingly, in 1 798, fix, or feven families, 
with their old and experienced MifTionary, David Zief-r 
bcrger, and another MifSonary, came over to the United 
States, and, with the bleiding of God, have made on the 
Shocnbrun trad, the beginning of a fcttlement for a 
Piriflian congregation. They call that new place Go** 
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A«n ; and thus there sue now again two congregatiofa 
cf believing Indians, under the cai^ of the Miffionariea 
«f the United Birethren, and are at prcfent profpering 
aind increafing. 

But we have yet to go a little farther to the north, 
where we find a miffion has been eftabliibed for fercral 
years among the Efquimaux Indians, inhabiting the cxmfb 
of Labrador. Among thcfc favages, who formerly would 
iaSct no white perfon to live with them» the Brefhreq 
have, with a great deal of expenfe, and many difficuRies*^ 
made three Miffionary fettlements, namely, Nain^ Okah, 
apd Arvertok or Hopedale. The Lord has opened the 
ears and hearts of many of thefe Indians, that they hare 
teceived the goipel, and felt its power on their fouls, to 
their evcrlafting falvation. The Miffionaries, in each of 
thefe places, have coUeded little congregations of bap-, 
tized Indians, who, like the Greenlanders, moft geoo* 
<ally come to live with the Miffionaries* 

This being the point to which I intended to facing 
you, Inow conclude my narrative. L M. 



Extraas/ram tie journal of the Rev. Mr, Sullen, Mj^ 
Jianary to the Chickafaw Indians from the New^ York 
ASffionary Society. 

^ [Continued from page %j\^ and coocluded.] 

July 3d. T^ROPOSED going nmnd to hold talks 
1800, j^ in the feveral towns--*expe£ted Colbert 
to go with me. There are here a number of fick men 
^om Orleans, mofUy Kentucky people; not kfs than 
one thoufand annually pafs this way on their return from 
Hiark^. They go down the N£ffiffippi with their pro^ 
duce^ then get horfes and return thb way. Thofe who 
return after the 20th of June, are generally iick ; thofe 
who come fooner are generally in very good health. 
Thofe who carry on this trade ought therefore to fend 
early. 
4th. Have been waiting all this week for James Col^ 
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bert to go with me as interpreter ; he was to have come 
on Tuelday, and is not ready yet ; has fick folks to attend. 
Within thefe few fdays ninety gallons oSF rum have come 
into the nation, with 'which' I fuppofe zco Indians will 
. get drunk. Thus am I troubled. 

5th. This morning died here. Captain Chriftopher 
Chins^fman, of good repute. Since he was thought dan- 
' gerous, he has not been able to fpeak ; the other fick 
people arc likely to recover. At the funeral, prayed and 
difcourfed to the people on the immortality of the foul, 
: and the importance of providing in time for a happy 
eternity. Some fcrious impreflions were vifible — ^fevcrral 
perfons feemed fond of hearing. My fon teaches reading 
and the catechifm — w? both attend to get their lau- 
gu^e. 

6th. Retired to Chriftopher Oxbury's, wilhing to en- 
gage him &s interpreter. The houfe is on an ancient 
mound. The field, where was an encampment of about 
twelve acres, very rich. Here is an eminence of about 
1 000 adres, which appears to have been an liland, an(i 
^ thefe works a garrifon to fecure from invafion. ^TOtx\ 
thefe works it is apparent they were a people more in«^ 
duftrious than the prefent Indians. This was confidered 
by Richard Hide, one of Blackbeard's men, who lived 
in this nation, and died about fix years ago, the fined; 
place in the nation. 

7th. Aflifted by Oxbury, held good talks with fome 
Indians here, which they liked to hear. Encourage^ 
him to attend to the beloved fpeech which I gave him^ 
He can read fome, and is quick of apprehenfion. 

8th. Left Oxbury's, and came to Wolfe's friends; 
was very kindly received with many profeflions of love, 
in which he appears fincere. He gave me his two 
)«oungeft boys, who' he fays (hall come and live with 
Hie, and learn good things, when I get my family here. 
In our talks here with Wolfe's friend and others prefent, 
was aflifted by one of the negroes. 

Staid here generally till the 13th. 

The Chickafaw men arc very effeminate and drefly — 
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the head is, in a hot fummer day, bound with a hand-' 
kerchief, over it a thick binding of fulled cloth, covered 
with broaches 5 to the nofe liang (ix bobs, one in each 
ear, the outer curl of which is flit, and enraped in iilver. 
One bunch of hair is tied on the top of the head,, t^ ' 
which is faftened, in feven locks, enclofed in iilver and 
beads, the hair of a deer's tail coloured red : this hangs • 
over the face and eyes: the face is painted with (Ireaks 
and fpots of red and black ; the beard is pulled out ; 
the neck adorned with a dozen (Irings of beads of dif- 
ferent forts, beiides a filk handkerchief; the arms and 
wrifts adorned with filver bands; the body and arms co- 
vered with a cahco (hirt : the drefs of the lower limbs is 
various. The women have no covering or ornament 
on the head but that of nature, unlefs a little paint, and 
the hair clubbed behind with binding. Th^ men have 
a bunch of white feathers faftened to the back part of 
the neck, and if a perfon of note, a black feather ; and 
left the drefs or colouring fl>ould be difcompofed^ carries 
his glafs in his pocket, or hanging to his fide. 
. I3tlj' Vifited Levi Kemp, who is fick: noticed their 
manner. A number of Indian dodtors or witches were 
together; they conclude he is witclvfl>ot; they, there- 
fore, after walhing him, caufed him to.lie down on Ikins ' 
on his back; they then, in their turns, fuck and bite his 
ikin, beginning at his forehead, and extending on the 
iace,. neck, and trunk, to the navel> pro&ffing, that in 
this way they can fuck out the witch ball. On my com- 
ing in, he foon retired with me into another apartment, 
where I informed him of the goodneis^ fulnefs, and 
power of Chrift, to which he liftened* 

14th. Preached from Adtsiv. 12. Tf either is there 
Jalvation in any other: To (how the nature of falvation — • 
the need of it — the fulnefs and certainty of it in Chrift 
was the defign. The people were ferioufly attentive ; 
was more encouraged. 

i-6th. Removed to Mr. James Gun's, where we cxpeft' 
to live by ourfelves; have a great fenfe of the kindncfs of 
Mr, M^ntoljh- 
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1 7th, My fon having procured a houfe for the purpofcrf 
has opened afchobl ut Pontctok 5 was myfelf employed 
in reading, and talks, in which James Gun affifted mei 

18th. Went with Oxbury, the interpreter, to Wolfe's 
friend's ; had a talk at his houfe : they appear friendly 
and fond of learning the doftrines and precepts of chriP 
tianity, and of having their children learn reading. The 
fcholars Itarn well; Mr. Gun rfcads abundantly in the 
Bible, and Doddridge's Rife and Progrefs, and other 
books. 

19th. Am this day 49 years old ; a few days and we 
go whence we return nb more. This dav was viiited by 
Samuel Sedy, a half-breed, and a conuderable perfbn 
among the Indians ^ to him I explained the ten com* 
tnandments and the duty of prayer, to which he Uftcned i 
he can talk Endtih, and we have (hown him fomethtng 
of reading, and he has attended fermons i was invited 
to attend the eagle tail dance; it is an annual fefltval: 
they dance, fing, and drum through the night, andfeaft 
m the morning. The chiefs attend and (tnokey but do 
hot dance. There is a fmall land tmilt here, c^led tcr- 
apin I the Ihell of which, filled with gravel, ferves th^ 
young ladies, who intermix in this dance, as ornaments 
to the legs, and adds to the melody a grating (bund, 
though, in this inftance, moft of them were covered 
down to the feet with a callico petticoat. 

20th. What time could be fpared from talks fpent 
in preparation for the labours of to-morrow. My foa 
went on bufinefs to Levi Colbert's. 

2 1 ft. Preached from Proverbs xv. 3. The eyes of the 
Lord are in, every place^ beholding the evil and the good* 
The defign was to (how, that the Lord always fees us^ 
and all we do, and that therefore we fliould always ftrive. 
to pkafe him and truft in him. To-day, the negroes 
appeared to have the moft ferious impreffions of any who 
heard me. 

2 2d, Alone moft of the day j my fon came home at 
evening fick. 

24th. Laft evening died Charles, fon of James Col- 
bert, after a diftrcflSingficknefs^ this day interred. Being 
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Mqiie(kd, I attended on the occafion, and difconrfed to 
the people preient, from Ifaiah xl. 6. All jiejh is grafi^ 
^nd all tki goodlinejs ther€cfis as tJiefiowcr of the field. 
They were fcripuily aff^ed — Returned. 

28tb My fon'^s ficknefs continues; was bled this 
knorning ; am much concerned for him. Preached fron^ 
jMatthew xxii. 3 7 • Thtmjhdt l&ve the Lord thy God with 
all thy hearty and with all thy Joid^ and with all thy mind^ 
Towards evening my fon revived. Prayer is a natural 
duty; mine is, Ixird rebuke his fever; lave him and he 
•Ihall live; thy will be done. 

Auguft 9th. Vifited Levi KTemp, who has been fick: 
iny fon went with n^e^ was much bettered by riding. I 
explained to Levi the Chriftian religion — ^was particular 
ih giving him an account of the refurredion of thelxidy, 
imd a judgment to come, To thefcf things he liftened« 
We returned to our houfd. '^ 

irth. Preached from John 1.29. Behold the LamU 
of God who taketh away the Jin of the world. Attemptied 
to (how what It is to look to Chrift, and that in him is 
found the only remedy for fouls ruined by fin. It 'way 
a good day to us — bapiized five negro fervants of James; 
Gun: William, the father of the other four, appears to 
ht a true difciple of Jefus ; the children are teachable ; 
their mother is dead ; their mafter reads and plays with 
them; teaches them reading and catechifm. Thene^ 

?oes fay, it is a blcffed thing to have fuch a mailer, 
here are other inftances in which baptifm is reqocfted, 
^hich cannot be gratified confident with my inftruftibns. 

1 2th. Had company in the morning. We rode feven 
miles in the afternoon, and vifited feveral families; were 
kindly received and entertained : thefe'people appeajf 
©vegoyed that the Great Father ab6ve has been gracious, 
and reftored my fon— laboured to recommend and en- 
force Chriftianity — ftaid at James Colbert's, where ytt 
had a good time in converfation and in prayer with him 
and his family, who appear to delight in'ferving the Lord. 

13th. Vifited and catechifed James Gun's famOy^ and 
letumed home. 

Vol. L No. j. G 
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14th. My Ton. continues to gain flrength andaj^je^ 
titej Deaths are frequent among children in this jdaccy 
and the voice, of mourning all around us^ My people 
are every day coming to have talks : this makes'me ^ad. 

1 8th. Preached from Jude 14. And Enoch alfoy the 
fevenihfrom Adam^ propbefied of thefe^ faying^ Beho/dy ih^ 
Lord comeih with ten- thoufands of his faints. The defign 
was to (how Chrift's fecond coming ;• the certainty, the 
manner and confequences of it. The moil ferious at- 
tention I have ever feen in' this nation was vifible, both 
in time of fervice s^d after it was condinled ; it was a 
xe^tbingfeafon, ind to nir, indeed, opportune, as I find 
jny body and mind impaired by my late trials^ and was 
yefterday labouring under difcouragements; am per- 
fuaded God has here a work to do, an^ a people to fave»* 
• 19th.' Read fome — had opportunities to explain 
the Chriftian religion, and recommend its obfervance. 
Some Uack people came to me for dire&ions how the 
Sabbath ihouid be kept. 

2^4th^ Mr. Mitchell, agent for the Ghaktaws, vifited 
Bie i appears friendly to the mifSon, thoi^h not a mai> 
of religion ;• faid fome things to him of the neceflity of 
being religious, 

25th. Preached from 2 Cor. v. 1 4. For the love ofCkriJB 
cor^raifteth us. Took a kind leave of my congrega^ 
tion, of white, black, and mixed people ; they were feri-» 
pully attentive. Several (laid to aik what they fliould do > 
am* happy that an increaHng concern is here apparent: 
for their folds. Was yefterday informed, that a mintfter 
had been fent to the Cherokees, who had gpt difcou- 
raged and gone back : if I am to be alone, the Lord 
«give me flrength. 

26th.' Difappointed of an interpreter to go with me 
to Wolfe*s friend and Big-Town> went* to M*Intofli's, 
Colbert's, and Gun's. 

29th. George Colbert, a Chickaiaw chiefs called in a 
decant dre&, amd lodged hercr He informed me how be 
and his brother Levi had laboured to further the pious 
and benevolent defigns of the Society ; that he, Leviji 
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and a number of others, wi(b to learn good things : no 
get drunk, but work, make corn, cotton, cattle, hogs^ 
&c. Wolfe's friend made out his talks to-day ; he fays, 
head men and warriors all wifh us to come back, if pof^ 
iible, by April next* .He alfo appointed two chief men 
to accompany us as far as Knoxville, and wifhed wi 
might be in the holy keeping of the Great Father above. 
30th. Removed from Pontetok to Levi Colbert's i 
have left fome books with friends Gun, Colbert, and 
Oxbury, who, I exped, will have good talks with the 
Indians. 

3 1 ft. At Levi Colbert's; (bmewhat out of health ; la- 
boured to explain and enforce on their minds the truth and 
importance of revealed religion, to which they attendcdl 
September i . Had no public fervice ; had an oppor- 
tunity to imprefs on their minds a fenfe of the truth and 
neceffity of religion, and of the fanftity of the Sabbath. 
This people have no fongs or poetry. 

2d. Waiting for Mr. Lewis • and our guides to the 
Cherokees. Mr. Lewis called on us ; we took one talk 
to the Secretary at war, and one to Dr. Rodgers, ffonl 
the Colbert's. 

3d. Went to Billy Colbert's and Long-Town ; was 
unwell; my Indian guides will l3e ready to-morrow; 
had good talks at Long-Town, affifted by Jofeph Un- 
derwood, a half-breed. 

; 4th. Sat out for the Cherokees, in company with 
Captains Geoi^ and Chagniby, camped by a creek, 
and flept comfortably. 

• 5th. Went on a confiderable diftance^ and encamped.'^ 
Continue to be unwell. 

6th. Went on; my fon unwell; fomelvild grapes re- 
vived him; he was better in the afternoon; had to pafs 
a terrible cane break and wind fall ; had thunder and 
rain ; got very wet. . 

7th. Very unwell; could eat fcarcely any thing ; and 
was but'poorly able to ride ; at night came into a very 
fine country, and to a fpring branch of excellent water: 
here we camped -, the water did me much good, fo that 
I felt better. 



r &b. Somewhat uawelU bad ix> meztj-mi iasteij 
any bread. Our red brothers have helped away wtlb 
our provUions, and have much diminiflied ourccSee 
and lugar. After attending worQxip, and eating fod^ at 
«Rre had, we came on. This day we bought meat oE a 
Cftek hunter. . . 

9th) loth, iith^and I2th. Continued to tiavcltntlie 
wiidernefs. 

^ 13th. Came to a houfe where we got bread, taatty 
4nd milk, which mightily il«e^gtheiied us; weot 00—^ 
heavy rain wet us ; we camped and lay wet ; .oar In^ 
dians made us a fire. 

t 14th. Went on wet.. This day, a negro, who fbaini 
our fituation and bulinefs, ient us a good lupply of bread 
and meat, which was very timely, as we weoe weevy^ 
hungry, and faint in the wildernefs. Tbefe negroea 
h^tye beea vi(il^ with the outpouring of the Qnrit of 
God, inducing them to wor(hip htm, to keep the Salv 
bath day, and to be exemplary in dietr lives, while their 
mailers, remain in a carnal ftate. God exalts tfioie of 
low degree, but jthe rich he fends away traptf. At ntgbt - 
we came to a houfe in Will's-Town, where we were well 
ied and kindly entertained* 

. I. 5th. Waited on the council fitting. Hene was« 
meeting of the fo^r nations, and an annual feitival, called 
the Green Corn Danct^ I made known my UAiffion, and 
the love the council of New- York have for their Red 
Brothers. Mofes Price, a Cherokeefaalf-bMed, affiftedmd 
as interpreter. They replied, to hear thcfe thiags makea 
ys gladj bat our natioiul bufineis does not allow jusiei-* 
fure to worfhip now — ^we retired to one Akxaoder 
Campbell's. Here we kept Sabbath in retirement. 

1 6th. Attended the council; theie people are ho^ 
table, but, in other refpc£b> not very agieeable. 

17th. Was unwell; there appears but Kttle hope 
of any confiderable good being- done liere at pre* 
fent. A minifter to refide here might foon gain their 
confidance. In language and morals they are very dif« 
^ent ixoxa the Chick^ws. 



- TSth. Raioy in the moming; mtat with «Mr. Roil 
a 3 miles, a wildetnefs, and had much rain; came to 
one Woodward's very wet and unwell. -Slept here oa 
blankets |py a fire. < . 

i9tb. Went ievenr miles; were kindly attended tot 
iiere we ftaid ; the horfes unfit for the journey, and (kk 
jnyfelf ; had fome good talks here, affifted by Rots. 

- 2 2d. Our Indians came to us ; had no public iervioe. 
23d. Came on, yet unwell; ibui»d my ileih ancl 

iftrength much gone : thefe iBsitigiies and hardflups bsiv% 
brought tne low; my fon endures mnch better than taf, 
fears. . 

• ^4th. Ramy; came to the honfe of one William 
GpriogfLone, a white man ; here we ftaid, and were weli 
Jodged and fed ; here vft found a bed and (he^« to lie 
in, a favour which we have not had fince we left Cum^ 
berland laft May, for which I find caufe to blefs God^ as 
Z miuch needed it inthis my weak ftate of body and mind. 
After lefting here I felt better^ -I 

• t5th. Fair weather; came to one Goody's. H^M 
hadtopEie good talks, which^vi^re liftened to. Thefe peo^ 
pie are in habits of negleftinj; religion, and are immontli 
Here too we had beds to he on, a great Tefrefiiment} 
fince my Ion's ficknefs, my bones have been much pain« 
ed with hard lodging; before that, being in good 
ilefh, I perceived iefs mconveni4|k:e. 

26th. Sat out in hopes to gain Telico BIock-houf«^ 
butniy (bn's horfe £uled fb mudi, that we were *ag^ 
X)bliged to camp out, unwell, and pooHy fuppHed. 

27th. X^ame on as far as Tdico Block-^houfe. Heft 
we. dined. After dcinking one gill of peach brandy, 
which ^eatiy revived w, to find dingier prodded *iii 
white people's* way, and to fee and converfe with them^ 
afforded unfpeakable fatisfiiftion, after fpending nearly 
five months in the wilderne^, among Indians and Indian 
country folks. After dinner, we came on to the houfe 
of Mathew Wallace, Efq. feven miles. 

28th. Quite unwell ; concluded to flay here tUl next 
week^ thefe dppesLS to be fober Chriftian people, wil 
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informed — ^find much pleafure in their cottveriation— - 
the worihip of God is ftatedly obfcrved in the fkmily* 
While at Will's-Town, a Cherokee woman appeared be* 
fore the Council, and gave in her\teftimony againftthe 
polygamy and divorce fo common amoi^ Indians ; her 
^Ik was much thought of^ and will, it is hoped » have 
fome good ^fied. 

. 29th. Preached from i Peter ii. 7. Unto you^ there* 
fore^ whifh bfilieve^ he is precious : but unto them which be 
difobedienty the Jione which the builders dijalhwedy thi 
fame is made tht head of the corner. This people were 
deftitute ofaminifter; were ferioufly attentive; appeal 
glad to hear preaching; made a fmall contribution; re- 
quefl;ed me to ftay at lead one Sabbath more ; was fo 
weak as to be fcarcely able to fpeak fo as to be heard \ 
was much exhaufted after fpeaking, 
; 30th. Continue here, yet unwell. 
, Odtober ift. Went to Mr. Blackburn's, Maryville. 
Mr. Blackburn is faid to be a zealous, able preacher, and 
an exemplary man; there are more than 300 communi- 
cate in his church ; herjc we lodged, and were happy id 
our fituation and company, 

2d. Procured our horfes to be (hod, aAd proceeded to 
Knoxville, where we (laid : here we became acquainted 
with a Mr. Fijk, late from D^itmputh College. Col. 
Henley received ^lid entertained us in the politeft man? 
per. 

3d. Rainy. Col. Ramfay conduced us to his boufe, 
where we fiaid, ""agd were kindly entertained till the 8th. 
Preathed qn the Sabbath ; my health is better, and our 
horfes are recruited, fo that we hope we may go pn : 
this week were impeded by rains, which came every day 
but one, fo we came only to Green County, to Mr. 
Balch's; heK we kept Sabbath, and received the facra- 
ment ; feveral minifters were prefent. The difficulties here 
have, in a great meafure, fubfided ; the meettngrhoufe 
is large, but not fufficient for the people ; numbers were 
unable.to get in, fo (laid at the doors. Being requefted, 
J[ (lifcourfed from thofe words ; PhU.ii.j. Let thi{ mind 
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Se in }ou, which was alfo in Chrift Jefus. Went on thi$ 
-^eek as far as the Royal Oak> in Waihington County^ 
Virginia. i 

20th. Preached from John iii. 7. Ye tnujl be horn 
4igain. . There are here a number of Chriflian pec^le. 
K.ev. Mr. Crafibrd, |||io is the neareft minifler, dixeded 
me here. This week we came on to Botetourt County j| 
here kept Sabbath^ and preached : this week we came 
on to the Ret. Mr* Wilfon's, in Augufta County, of % 
wbofe kindners I have a great fenfe^ 

Novembefr ^d^ jPreachcd from Col. i. 1 9. For it pleafed 
the Father that in himjhould allfulnefs dwelL My health 
better : came this week to Miller's-Town ^ here we at* 
tended meeting; Mr. Paxton preached, and alfo Mr^ 
Lairdj'a candidate. Came this week to Gen. Brearly's, ia 
New- Jerfey : here was no meeting to attend ; the day 
was fpent in retirement, and on the 20th of November 
vre came to New- York, and on the laft day of Novem- 
f)er we came home;. found occafion to rejoice in that. 

?Voodnefs which had preferred us all, in pur long abfencc 
rom each other, to meet in comfortable health to praifo 
his name. 



An Account of the Revival rf Religion at Bridgehampton^ 
^ communicated in a Letter from the Rev. Aaron Wool* 
' worth to the Publijher. 

Bridgehamptans Aug. 12, i8oo. 
Dear Sir, 

I EMBRACE this opportunity to furnilh you with 
fome more particular account of the work of God 
in thi$ place, lad winter and fpring. It has, indeed, 
been glorious. " The Lord hath done great things for 
us, whereof we are glad." The attention began to be 
confiderable the beginning of November. Before this, 
and as early as the preceding July or Auguil, there were 
manifefl appearances of fpecial ferioufnefs upon the 
minds of a few individuals. Perhaps previous to the 
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hionth of November there had three or "i^oiir imftMces 
of hopeful converfion taken place, and * a fomewhal: 
larger number of perfons appeared under convidoiu • 
• From this time ouf weekly meetings for {M^yicr and 
^Kriftian conference, which had been kept up princtpi^^ 
through the fummer preceding, llrgan to be nioft^ fine* | 
^uented. About the latt <rf November, or the begins j 
iiing of December, there was a more^rsipid increafe in the \ 
attention, both as to the extent and folemnity of it; \ 
pur affcmblies on. the Lord's-day were much mon& full 
and folemn ; arid the conference meetings, which, inftaad 
a once, were now attended twice in the week, were 
troWded. The work continued to fpfead through th^ 
monfth of December, when the gloriouft ck>ud of divino 
influence feemed to encircle the whole congregation. 

On New-year's day we attended public' worflitp in 
the afternoon and evening. At each fervice the hoofe 
6f God was much thronged ; and an univerfal, eager/ 
and profoundly filent attention to the word preacbedy 
fltongly marked the deep folemnity of the audience. 
NeVcr before did we witnefs fudi a New-year*a day. 
The Lord was manifefUy and powerfully prefent. NHm«^ 
bers were hopefully brought into the liberty of the ^- 
pel, and filled with joy and peace in believing, and many 
others made the fubjefts of that folicitade about theif 
falvatio*!', which continued with them till they obtain^ed 
hope of their reconciliation to God^ Subfequtnt to this 
it was founds that no private lioures would contain the 
people who flocked to conferences, even thoii^h there 
were two or three meetings at the fame time; of courfe^ 
our appointments were afterwards made in the church. 
For nearly throe weeks public worlhip was attended 
every evening, and the houfe of God was^ in common, 
piuch more crowded than .it ufed formerly to be, even 
on the Lord's-day. Many, who lived at the diftancc of 
two and three miles, were conftatit attendants. 

The things of religion appeared to engrofs the minds 
of all claiTes. Such as had been at the greatefl: remove 
from ferious confidcratiob, were folemnly awakened^ and 
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iibe ftotlt-hearted made to bow under fearful apprehen'* 
fions of the wrath to come. Among finners the com* 
mon inquiry was^ " What (hall we do to be faved?'* 
I^he care of the foul was confideFed as indeed the one 
thing needful; Worldly bufinefs, beyond what was im- 
mediately necefiary^ was^ in a great meafure, laid afide^ 
and made to give place to the concerns and interefts of 
eternity. Much time was fpent in vifiting from houfe 
to houfe, and religious converfation might properly bd 
ikid to be the (^der of the day. Little elfe was to be 
heard in any circle. Many were mourning under a pe- 
netrating fenfe of the wretchednefs and danger of their 
f):ate as iinners, and not a few rejoicing in the grace of 
the gofpeL ; This was the ftate of things through the 
months of Januarys February ^ and March.. In the 
month of April) the ardour of the attention appeared, in 
ibme meafure^ to abate; The habitual ferioulnefs, how- 
ever, remained much the fame as before^ and continues, 
in a good meafure, to the prefent time. Confidexable 
numbers Hill appear under deep and genuine convictions 

Per(bns of almoll every age^ from 65 down to laoc 
12 yearsi have apparently been fubjedks of the .work* 
Children from 10 years old have been much awakened^ 
and fome of them have given evidence of i faving change. 
Thofe who have exhibited the mod fatisfaa<5ry reafon 
of their hope, have generally been from 1 6 to 40 years 
of age* There have confiderably rifing of a hundred 
obtained hope of their faving intereft in Chrift, befides a 
pretty large number of backfliders, who have returned 
to Zion, hopefully in the way of true humiliation, and 
have been much comforted. Fifty have joined the 
church, and others are about coming forward. 

Under convidion, thf fubjefts of the work have, in 
general, been made deeply fenfibly of their utterly lofl 
eftate by nature* They complain much of hard hearts 
and blind minds. When thus reduced to felf-defpair, 
they have ufually experienced divine maaifeftations. 
Theie manifeflations have, in fome inilances, been im- 
mediate iuid clear at firfl, and conne^d with gres^t fen-c 
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fible joy» and peace ig God and divioe things, but moit 
eommonly they have been flow and prc^reffive, Thfi 
perfon has felt an unufual calm, and experienced a de« 
gree of inward peace and fatisfadion in a yieyir of the 
things of God. But thefe exercifes have po*t beenCucb 
as to bring in fatisfying evidence of their being new crea^ 
tUres at firfl ; they have rather been fearing the lofs of 
their convidtions. Many have continued in this date 
for a confiderable time (fome for weeks) without any ap» 
prehenfions of their being the fubjefts of renewing grace* 
This has been the cafe till the increafe of light, and com- 
paring their exercifes with the word of God, have lead 
them to a comfortable hope of their good cfiate. 

Through the whole of this remar^le Cerioufnefs^ 
much regularity has beqn obferved< A good degree of 
order and decency has marked its rife and progrefs, and 
it has been attended with much outward ptace and har* 
mony of fentiment ; no oppofition has appeared^ Satao 
has not been permitted to get advantage agstinft us, by 
exciting a fpirit of rafli judging, or cenforious ipeaking 
one of another. From the beginnings eveiy body /eemed 
convinced and difpofed to acknowledge, that what they 
law was indeed the work of God. Its efie&s have beca 
mod faliitary : the vcftiges of fcepticifm and infidelity 
Nvere fwept away by it ^ and differences and prejudiceSy 
which had Jong mterrupted the peace of fociety^ were 
happily healed. Brotherly love, which has all aloi:^ 
abounded, ftill continues^ It remarkably put an end 
to complaints ^inft the hard doctrines of tb^ gofpeli 
fuch as the totaldepravity of the human heart, fpvereigo 
grace, &c. There was no danger of giving difguft, by 
preaching thefe doftrines too plainly \ the truth of them 
could not be denied, whilft the power of them was fo 
deeply and manifeftly experienced. The moral reforma- 
tion has alfo been, in fome good meafure, fuch as we 
could wi(h. Taverns, and other places of dii£pation 
and vanity, which ufed to be frequented, arc dcfcrted* 
The novel and the romance are exchanged for the Bible, 
and other books, calculated to fiirniih the mod uicful 
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VabWledge, and improve the heart in habits of virtue 
^nd piety. The houfe of God is ftill the place of gene- 
ral refort ; and the Sabbaths of the Lord are devoutly 
reverenced and confcicntiouily obferved. Family reli-i 
gton, in its various branches, I have reafon to believe, is 
tenfold more attended to than heretofore; and thefe 
principles of piety, and the fear of the Lord, have no 
iin^U influence upon the relative duties of life, which 
are much more regularly performed than before the 
times of rcfrelhing, which have recently pafled, and are 
pow pafling over us. Such habitual alterations of cha- 
rader appear in many individuals, and the general ftate 
of fbciety among us as bear an honourable teftimony lo 
the truth and importance of experimental religion* 
Many who have obtained hope complain much of the 
grievous corruption of their hearts, and their want of 
^nfible chriftian comfort, but ftill appear engaged to 
prefs forward in the ways of the Lord. As yet I know 
pf no iiiftances which look like apoftacy, though it is to 
be feared that all will. not endute to the end, ^nd be 
iaved. , 

I wouW juft add, that this revival of religion ap- 
pears to have taken place in anfwer to prayer, Prevr*- 
otffly to if, the ftate of religion among us was exceed- 
ing low, and had been fo for many years; but in the 
preceding April, by certain communications feipedring 
the revivals of religion in Comiefticut, and fome other 
concurring circumft:ances, a fmall number of Chriftians 
appeared defirous of attending meetings of fpecial 
prayer for Zion, Such meetings v/ere accordingly intro 
duced, and attended every week. They were kept up 
through the fummer, but few, fometinies not more than 
10 or 15, attended. Thefe meetings were, however, 
made edifying, and an unufual fpirit of prayer feemed to 
be granted. Though no fpecial outward encouragement 
appeared, for a confiderablc time, they were continued 
till it pleafed God to hear and anfwer in the fignal man- 
ner which has been ftated. Herein he hath gloriouily 
manifefted hirafclf a prayer- hearing Qod,and exhibit cds 
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according to his word, the fufflcient reafon which 
people have, even in the darkeft feafons, perfcvcringly 
to wait upon him in this way of his own appointment-^-*^ 
in due time they may exped to reap if they faint not, 
• There has alfo, for a number of months, exifted a 
very confiderable revival of religion in a fmall congrega- 
tion, called Middletown, about forty miles weftward of 
this, and in Coram, a fociety adjoining. I vifitedand 
fpent fome time with them in May, There was a very 
great and unufual engagednefs manifeftcd to hear the 
• preaching of the word. Though the fcafon was very 
hurrying, multitudes flocked for many miles round to 
attend divine fervice, once, twice, and even three times 
a day. I alfo vifited them again about two weeks ^^o, 
and found the (ame fpirit prevalent, though, perhaps^ 
not attended with altogether fo much engagednefs as be- 
fore. The ferioufnefe there has appeared, in general, 
much as in this place. Between forty and fifty have ob- 
tained hope, and about thirty have joined the Church. 
The change which it hath cfFefted in the face of things, 
is truly furprifing. For a number of years religion had 
greatly declined. In the bcginningof the year i75j5,lhcy 
loft their minifter, deacons, and a number of other moft 
aftive and influential charafters, by death. There ap- 
peared no evidence that thefe awful judgments were 
fanftified. On the contrary, iniquity more abounded, 
and the love of many waxed cold. But, by the late in- 
terpofition of divine grace, thefe defolations are happily 
repaired. The profpefts of the profpcrity of the Church 
are now animating. The revival has been hitherto at- 
tended with a fpirit of union, and is connefted with a 
great and general reformation of manners. 
' Among a fmall tribe of Indians, at a place called Cold 
Spring.under the care of Paul, an Indian minifter, there 
has alfo of late been a great awakening, and it ftill con- 
tinues in a good degree. At Huntington, Southold, and 
fome other places on the ifland, there have been, and 
are at prefent, hopeful appearances of the revival of reli- 
gion. On the whole^ it may be prefumed, that there 
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)ias not been a time, for m^ny years, in which there were 
£b many tokens for good rcfpeftingZion, in the churche* 
in this quarter, as at prefent. May the work of God go 
on and profperi Verily, when the Lord builds up Zion, 
he appears .in his glory. I am, with refped, yours, &c, 

AARON WOOLWORTH, 



To the Editor of the Missionary Magazine, 
Sir, 

You have gratified many of your readers ^ by publtjhing the 
ferious addrejjes of the Indian chiefs to Mr. Holmes. 

. As nothing of that kind can be uninterejling to the friends 
of MiJJionSy I now fend you a complimentary fpeechy de- 
livered by Captain Hendricks in behalf of his people ^ in 
the fummer of 1798, to the fame perfon. It is a talk 
truly in the Indian ftyle^ and exprejfes^ by thefirongeji 
and mofi appropriate figures^ their hofpitality to the 
Uueary traveller^ and fympathy with one whojefoul was 
bowed down under the dtfirejfes which the peftilence was 
tlfen producing in the city where he had left his relatives 
and friends. C. 

Fat her y attend! 

IT is by the ggbdnefs of the Great Good Spirit we are 
allowed to nieet together at this time. We rejoice, 
that by the goodnefs of the fame Spirit you have been 
preferved during your abfence, that he has again put it 
in your mind to pay us another vifit, and find us all in 
health. But when we look at you, we fee your tears 
flowing down from your eyes, on account of the difficul- 
ties and darknefs being pn the fea and on the (hore.* 
I now, according to the cuflom of our anceflors, ftretch 
forth my hand, and wipe ofFyour tears, that you may fee 
your children clearly. 

* '' Difficulties and darkness being pn the sea," are significant of 
Tyars and tumult — and, " on the shore," the prcvalency of epidemic 
^sprder and dci^th. 
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And as the duft is always driven on the way by tfa« 
wind from almoft every dire&ion, and by the foaod of 
the flying birds, we fee your ears are almoft ftopt up; f 
now ftretch forth my hand and deanfe them, that you 
may hear diilinctly/ Set your heart aright, s^ndloofeii 
your tongue, that you may be enabled to (peak to your 
children with deliberation. 

Father, havjngdone thefe, we fee your feet and legs 
are muddy, on accoupt of the long journey you have 
taken from your fire-place; J again ftretch forth my 
hand, a^d wipe off the mud, and wa(h them clean ; but, 
while I ao^ wafting, I difcover fome briers and thorm 
in your feet, and pull them out j then I take the gourd 
fhcll our anceftoiis ufed to have, which contains- the heal- 
ing oil, and oil your feet and legs, fo you can with eafe 
tealk about by the fide of our 'fire-place, and our houfe 
is fwept clean, and the bed in it is fixed in order; you 
can fit, fmoke, and talk with your children, You are 
heartily welcome to enter into our tpwn^ to ou^hoyfes^ 
• and our ears are open to hear you. 

Six ftrings of wampum delivered. 

A true copy, by ]<^^^ Quinnet; 



Later from the Rev. Elkanak HohneSy fo ike Secretary' 
of the New- York Miffionary Society. 

Uticdy or Fort'Schuylery July 30* 1809^ 
Rev. and dear Sir, 

HITHERTO the Lord has helped me. I arrivec^ 
at New-Stockbridge the 23d inftant, waited firft 
on the Rev. John Sergeant ; was kindly received, and 
politely treated by him and his worthy fpoule, and very 
refpeftablc children, during my iiay in the town. Imr 
mediately I made known to him my bufinefs, prcfented 
my credentials, inftruftions and other papers, at which 
he manifefted entire fatisfaftion, and gave me encourage- 
, mcnt, that he would aflift me all that lay in his power. . 
As my firft objed was to procure an interpreter, being" 
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convinced that it would be in vain to pretend to talk 
without a tongue ; I went, according to Mr. Sergeant's 
advice (he being unwell), to vifit Captain Hendricks 
one of the Sachems of the Muhheconnuk nation, com-* 
municated to him my miffion, and requefted his couniei 
and afiiftance. 

He agreed to go with me the next morning to the 
Tufcarora village, to fee if we could procure Captaiii 
Nicholas Cufock to accompany me as an interpreter | 
accordingly we went, obtained his confent to go and 
advife with Mr. Sergeant in the afternoon — he did : tha 
refult of which, and feveral other particulan, fee. Mr. 
Sergeant's letter to you, that accompanies this. 

The fame day, in the afternoon, the Sachems and 
Counfellors of the tribe, belides a confiderahle number 
of the Indians, both male and female, met together at 
their meeting-houfe. I delivered a letter to them from 
the New- York BaptiA: Affociation. Mr. Sergeant read 
it to them, and then Hendrick interpreted it. I re« 
quefted their afiiftance and advice; they agreed to taka 
it into confideration, and give me an anfwer. 

Upon the requeft of Mr. Sergeant, latteqipted to 
preach ; one of their Counfellors (John Quinney) inter- 
preted. I alfo preached for them the next day, and 
twice on the Lord's-day. On Saturday and the Sabbath 
evenings, I preached to the Tufcaroras ; and twice I have 
preached to the Brother-Town Indians. 

On Lord's-day evening (they keep Saturday evening 
as holy time) the Stockbridge Indians held a council, 
and fent to the Oneida*s, as they have made a covenant, 
that neither of them fliall tranfad any important matter 
with any tribe, without confulting each other. 

In confequence of which, the next morning two of 
the Oneida chiefs, with an interpreter, came up to New** 
Stockbridge, and held a council with the chiefs of that 
town, and then fent a meflenger to me, deiiring that I 
would attend. I went, and was f^ted before the pul- 
pit. After a few minutes paufe, one of the Oneid^ chiefs . 
addreffed me — it being interpreted to mcs the purport 
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of it was, that they thanked the Great Gcxxi Spirit, f6at 
he had brought us together once more in health ; and as^ 
they underftood I was willing to go and vifit their bro-^ 
thcrs in the wildernefs, to tell them the mind and will 
of the Good Spirit, they thanked me, and wiflied mc 
a pleafant journey and fafe return. 

I then arofe, and replied in the bcft manner I was ca- 
pable of, and fat dowix. After what I faid was interpreted 
to them, the fame chief addrefled the Sachems and 
chiefs of New-Stockbridge, and delivered by their in- 
terpreter, fix firings of wampum, to them when their 
Ipeech was interpreted. 

Hendrick, who reteived the wampum, laid \t down 
by his fide, and, after a few minutes paufe, replied ; j 
and, while addreffing the Oneida chiefs, took up fixothei* 
fkrings of wampum, holding them up with his thumb and , 
finger until he concluded, and then laid them down \ 
with the other firings. When the interpreter had done 
interpreting his fpecch to the Oneida chiefs, Hendrick 
then read, and delivered to me the inclofed addre/s, and 
then took up and read the talk that the SiocVbixd^t and 
Oneida chiefs had agreed to fend to the Senecas •, and 
the firings of wampum that each nation had prepared \o 
fend with the talk he took up and tied together, and j 
explained it to me, and informed me, that as the talk to 
the Senecas was but roughly drawn, they wifhed to cor- \ 
reft it, and write it more fair and plain ; and thefpeeches i| 
made by the Oneida and Muhheconnuk chiefs to each 
other he would tranflate, and that thay had agreed to re- 
quefl Mr. Sergeant* to write to Mr. Chipj)en, Superin- 
tendant of Indian affairs in the Seneca country; and 
that he, /. e. Hendrick, intended to write letters to two 
principal Indian chiefs of the Seneca nation, with whom \ 
he is well acquainted, in my behalf, and fend them to 
me at Fort -Stan wix, by Captain Cufock, next Mon- 
day, who is to meet me there on that day, for he cannot 
get ready before. 

You may, therefore, depend upon my tranfmitting to 

* Mr, Sergeant was under a necessity to be from home. 
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you copies of the whole, as foon as it is in my power^ 
' iperhaps before we fet out from Fort-Stanwix, to go to 
Ofwego. 

Thus far, dear Sir, I have proceeded, and thus far, 
through the goodnefs of God, I have fucceeded. I have 
obtained every thing as yet that I could expert, and 
more than I expefted when I attempted. The Oneida 
and Stockbridge Indians have exerted themfelves to af^ 
iift me. I expedt that what they have done to intro- 
duce me to the Indian tribes, will anfwer a better pur- 
pofe, and be of more fervice to me, than all the white 
men in the United States could have done. 

As I am now^ through the mercy of the Lord, in as 
pcrfeft a ftate of health as ever I was in my life^ my 
profpeAs fo encouraging, J Idn^ to be going further on 
my way. I am only now waitmg for my interpreter to 
get ready : I confefs that my greateft unhappinefs is, 
that I have to linger ; my foul's defire is to be with the 
Indians. I cannot but hope the Lord will be with me^ 
and blefs me when I am among them^ Every thing at 
prefent is flattering, bleflcd be God. 

I mud continue Cufock with me during my travels 
among the Indians. I wiQi t& know the mind of the 
Directors upon the fubjeft as foon as poffible, that I may 
communicate it to him- 

Now, my dear brother and friend^ 1 expedl that you 
and others of my brethren will continue (as you have 
done) to bear me upon your mind at the throne of grace* 

Finally, dearly beloved in the Lord Jefus, that you 
may profper in Zion's caufe, and in every attempt to 
promote it among the heathen, and elfewhere-^roay 
the grace of our Lord Jefus Chrifl be with you all« 
Amen. I am, dear Sir, yours refpedfully* 

ELKANAH HOLMES. 

P. 5. I fend the following letter to me, which was in* 
dited by the chief, and tranfcribed by his fon, that it 
may be known that there are Indians that know fome-^ 
thing as well as white people. The author of it is a 
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truly religious man, a principal chief, and who is called 
a peace-maker of Brother-Town. 

" Dear Brother, 
. •* THE Lord our God has once more brought yoa 
up here in our town; though we live at fuch a dit 
tance, yet we are permitted to fee one another this fide 
the gfavc- Dear Sir, you arc welcome in this our town, 
and you are welcome in my houfe j and I do rejoice to 
. fee you have fuch regard and pity for poor Indians, I 
hope you will be the means of doing much good amoogft 
us in this part of the land. As you are about to go and 
vifit my poor brethren, the weftern tribes of Indians, I 
pray the Lord Jefus, our God> will profper and proteft 
you ow your journey thither, and blefs your endeavottn 
to- preach the gofpel of Chrift amongft them. I hope 
you will be the means of the convi<5tion and converfioa 
pf many poor inhabitants of the wildernefs. 
: ** I am glad that the Lord our God has put into the 
hearts of the Americans to fend Miflionary amongd 
the Indians.. I am likewife very thankful, that the Af- 
fociation of New-York thinks of us yet in this town. 
Dear Brother, I beg of you, that you would inform the 
Million Society, that I give them a thouland thanks^ 
that they have taken up fuch honourable work in fend- 
ing a Miflionary among my poor benighted brethren in 
the Wildernefs, As they now begin, I hope they will 
keep on that good work; I fay good work, yes, I bcJievt 
It is honourable and commendable. I hope and pray, 
that their endeavours, to fpread the gofpel of Chrift 
amongft my heathen brethren, will be bleft : therefore, 
dear brother, I bid you God fpeed, both in your fpi- 
ritual and temporal journey* Be courageous and vali- 
ant in the fervice of your Captain of your falvation. I 
commit you to the care and proteftion of our common 
Father, and I pray that he will give you wifdom, grace,, 
and aid of his fpirit wherefoever you attempt to preach 
the gofpel of Chrift amongft them, is the prayer of your 
affedlonate friend and brother, 

« DAVID FOWLER/* 
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AddrefSy in Behalf of the Muhheconnuk Ufatiottj to the 

Rev. Elkanah Holmes. 

Father^ attend l"^ 

* 

WE feel ourfclves happy, that, by the goodnefe of 
the Great Good Spirit, we arc allowed to fefc 
another good day, and to fee one another's faces, am} 
that we are all welL 

Father, while our heads were hanging down by tlie 
fide of our fire-place, and almoft difcouraged to thinlc 
whether we (hould ever fee you again, we heard the found 
of your feet walking on the good path we lately made ; 
and when we lifted up our e^'es we faw you coming in witii 
n foxiling countenance, as ufual, which gladdened our 
hearts; then we (hook hands with you for joy, that you 
did not forget your poor children, nor the covenant of 
friendihip which has been made between our nation 
and our brothers, the aflbciation to which you belong. 
. Father, after we got together, you delivered the tafic 
which our good brothers fent to us by you. We are very 
^A that they are ftill holding fad the chain of friend- 
ftiip with us, and that their compaffionate feelings flill 
continue toward us, and towards our poor brothers in the 
wildernefs ; and alfo rejoice to hear that you have feen 
your way more clear, after you had gone through many 
dark and heavy clouds ; that by the permiflion of the 
Great and Good Spirit, you have travelled on our path 
thus far, and that you go at the requeft of your good 
brothers, the Aflbciation, together with that of the Mif- 
iionary Society. As our brothers told u§ in their talk, 
that you wifti to go beyond our fire-place amorigft fome 
of the weftern tribes, they hope we will favour your good 
intentions, and help you by our counfel and afliftapce. 

Father, according to the defire of our brothers, we are 
willing to favour your good intentions, and to help you 
by our counfel and afliftance according to our ca^city. 
Would our fituation conveniently permit, we might, 
fome of us perfonally go with you to introduce yoia 
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amongft our brethren of the different tribes; but fince 
it is otherwife, we think it would be as well to fend our 
talk, with wampum, by your interpreter, to the tribes 
to which you may come, making known our acquaint- 
ance with you, and the motive of your vifiting them. 

Alfo, we think it would be well, whenever you come 
to a town or village of any of thefe tribes, in the firft 
place you muft go with your interpreter, and fee the 
chief or chiefs, call for counfel, and give a complimenta- 
ry fpeech, and explain your mifEon as plain and (hort 
as you can, and then wait for their anfwer: and we 
muft remind you of one thing more, though itfeems but 
a fmall thing ; but knowing the difpoficions of heathen 
nations, you muft fix your mind upon it at all times while 
you (hall be amongft them ; take willingly any thing eat- 
able laid before you ; you muft not manifeft any fli^t- 
nefs or indifpofednefs for not being drefled dean. 

Father, you have already difbibuted to us the good 
word feveral times fince your arrival here, for which we 
heartily thank you \ and as you are about to take up 
your pack for a long journey, we with you the kind pro- 
tection of the Great Good Spirit, and that he may profper 
your good and important undertaking. That you may 
be the inftrument of bringing many poor Indians, from 
darknefs to marvellous light ; and, in due time, return 
home fafe to your friends and employers, giving them a 
pleafing relation of your journey. Farewell. 

Sachems. ( Jojeph Sk,juetk,puat. 

Hendruk Aupaumui. 

David Nejhonuhkuk. 
Counsellors. \ Jofeph Quinney. 

John Quinney. 
1^ f Solomon Quauquanchmui. 

X John fVauiuhq* naut . 

ifew^Stockiridge, July 28, 1800. 
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LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

SIXTH ANNUAL MEETING. 

May 14, 15, and 16, 1800. 

SN Wednefday morning, Mr. Ebenezer Brown, of 
Inverkeithing, preached in Surry chapel, frc«n 
r. V. 14. ** For the loveof Chriftconftrainethus,'* 
&c. Mr. Ray, of Sudbury, on the fame evening, preach- 
ed in the tabernacle, from Gen. xxi. 18. " And in thy 
feed (hall all the nations of the earth be blefled.'* On 
Thurfday evening, Mr. Grove preached in Totten- 
ham-Court chapel, from Luke xxiv. 47. " And that 
repentance and remiffion of fins Ihould be preached in 
his name among all nations, beginning at Jerufalem." 
And on Friday morning, Mr. W. Williams, of •High 
Wycomb, Bucks, preached in the parifli church of St. 
Leonard, on Pfal. ii. 8. " Aikofme," &c. 

The meetings for the difpatch of public bufinefs were 
all held at the Rev. Mr. Brookfbank's meeting-houfe, 
Haberdaflier*s-Hall. The firft meeting was on Wed- 
nefday afternoon, at half palt three, Mr. Hardcaftlc in 
the chair. After {»ayer for the divine bleiEng, the mi- 
nutes of the lad annual meeting were read, as alfo the 
original plan of the Society. The report of the proceed- 
ings of the Dircdtors during the laft year was read by 
Mr. Shrubfole, and approved; and the thanks of the 
Society were voted to the Treafurer and Secretary. 

The fecond meeting was held on Thurlday morning, 
at ten o'clock, for the purpofe of choofing Direftors, in- 
ftead of thofe who go out^ 

A very important objeft was now brought forward. It 
was propofed, and wnanimoufly refolved, that a large 
edition of the New Teftament in French, be printed, 
and circulated, as circumftances may admit, throughout 
France, Belgium, and other countries where the French 
language is underflood. A difTertation on the infpira- 
ration of the New Teftament, and the evidences of 
f hriftianity, is to be prefixed. This proppfal, to dif- 
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fufe the fcripture in nations where the genuine word of 
God hw long been withheld from the nujority of the 
people, proved highly acceptable to the Society ; and wc 
doubt not will be accompanied by the prayers of our 
Britifti Ifracl. . 

The third and laft meeting di the Society wa$ o» 
Friday afternoon. The plan of a Miffionary Seminary, 
which had been the frequent fubjedt of confideration 
among the Diredtors, was introduced, after a fuitabk 
addreis, upon the expediency of fuch a meafure, by the 
Rev. Mr. Waugh. This meafure was alfo highly ap- 
proved and unanimoufly adopted by the whole body, 
and affords us a pleafmg profpedt, that the Society will 
hereby be furnilhed with a number of valuable Miffion* 
aries, well qualified to preach the everlafting gofpd 
among the more polifhed nations of the heathen world, 
A fum not exceeding 500I. per anoum, was voted for 
this inflitution; and we are happy to add, that Mn 
Haldane, of Edinburgh, and Mr. R. Spear, of Manchef- 
ter, have liberally offered 500I. to the Society io€ the 
fame ufeful purpofe. 

Several new millions to the heathen were warmly re- 
commended to the Society, and by them referred to the 
Direftors, who are empowered to carry them into exc- 
cutiotl, if circumftances admit. 

We conclude this account with obfi^ving, that the 
various meetings for public worfhip on this occafion, were 
as numeroufly attended as ever, the number of minify 
ters equally great, and all the proceedings of the Society 
conduded with the moft perfedt harmony. 



Monday, the fifth of laft month, twelve Miflionaries 
left London for Portfmouth, to proceed on board the 
Royal Admiral, Captain W. Wilfon. Two of them were 
ordained, and the whole defignated at Mr. Griffin's. 

On the loth of laft month, Meffrs. Anderfon and 
Read, and two Dutchmen, left London, to fail on 
board the Marquis of Wellcfley,. Captain Gordon (the 
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Ibrmer oWner of the fhip Duflf), to the Cape, td join the 
South African Miffionaries, which, after proceeding down 
the Channel, was obliged, with the Royal Admiral^ to 
return to St. Helen's through contrary winds. 



Inferring imelUgence from Otaheiie and Port-Jackfort^ 
DiftriH of Mai aval ^ OtahtiU^ Jan. i j, 1 860. 

Dear Brother, 

PLEASE to communicate to the Direftors of the 
Miffionary Society, that on Wedncfday, Januaiy 
1 , 1 800, failed out of Matavai-Bay, for Port- Jackfon, 
in New*South-Wales, the (hip Betfsy^ of London, 
O. Clatk, commander, with a Spanifh brig, her prize ; 
and that, on January 4, the Eliza^ of London, Captain 
M. Swain, came in fight, and anchored in the bay on the 
fbllo#ing day. ' By the Betjey we tranfmitted you, for 
the Direftors, a letter, informing you therein, fomewhat 
largely of our prefent circumftances, which letter Cap- 
tain Clark will forward from Port-Jackfon, by the moft 
Expeditious conveyance. We will, in this, tranlcribe a 
few particulars of it, fo that you may know our prefent 
fituation. 

I. " Through the tender mercies of God, we at this 
time enjoy good health of body, peaceable habitations, 
and unmolefled means of grace. 
. 2; " We have made what we think, confidering the 
difficulties we have had to cope with, a tolerable pro- 
ficiency in the language of the country, fome more than 
others, but none of us enough to preach the gofpel of 
-Jefus Chrift itia public manner ; though, from what has 
been faid from time to time, few of the natives around 
us but perceive^ a great difference between Chriftianity 
and Heathenifm ; but their union with their abomina^ 
ble practices is too clofe to be diflTolved by any other ar- 
guments than thofe which the fpirit of God imprefles 
Upon the mind, or the change which the mighty power 
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of God cfFefts ; which power hath not yet been J>trf 
forth for the awakening of one poor heathen. 

3* " We have been witneflcs to fome ferious difpen^ 
fat ions of God» both among the natives and otirfelves) 
we have particularized thetn in our journals, with as much 
Jbrevity, clearnefs, and faithfulnefs, as we could. In the 
letter fent to the Direftors by the CornwMy CzptAn 
Blyth, dated Auguft 27, 1798, as alfo in the letter wc 
fent by the Cornwall and Sallfs prize^ in the beginning 
of February, 1798, we took notice of our having pafied 
the church cenlure of excommunication upon Mr. Tho- 
mas Lewis, for his connecting himfelf with an Jbeathen 
woman. Since that time, Mr. Lewis is no more. The 
manner of his difeafe remains at prefent a deep myftcry, 
that God hath not unfolded to us, fo that we know not 
whether to attribute it to a vifitation from God,- or to 
his having fallen into the hands of any private enemy at 
the place where he fojourned. 

4. " In the letter fent, dated Mafch 29, 1798, we 
faid, * We do not expeft or folicit theMiffionaiy Socie- 
ty (hould put themfclves to any further expenfe on our 
account.' At that time, a great, fudden, and unexpec- 
ted change in our affairs had taken place, which opened 
future profpeds of long, gloomy, and painful trials. In- 
flead of being permitted to refide in the manner we have 
done, our minds conceived, that plundering by the hea- 
then, and difperfion among them, were what awaited us; 
confequently we judged it unnecelTary and imprudent to 
add to that expenfe our brethren had already been at. 
But God I what fhall we fay of his goodnefs to us ! Ve- 
rily we are at a lofs. He hath proved a qioft compaf- 
lionate Father, a mofl tender Preferver, a fure defence 
to us in Chrifl his Son. 'He hath made peace to en- 
circle our dwellings, maintained to us our bread and our 
water, and infinitely gone beyond all our hopes refped- 
ing our fafety. Henc« new views arife, and new wants 
alfo. Notwithflanding the abundant fupplies we were 
fo liberally furnifhed with, yet the continual gifts we have 
been conflrained to make to the chiefs and thofe around 
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OS, the frequent rdbberies we have experienced, and 
Cjther circumftances, have reduced our ftock very low, fo 
that we find ourfelyes under fome neceffity of making 
application for a few fhirts^ trowfers, fhoes, &c. if oc« 
cafion ferves to fupply. us wi^h the fame ^ alfo foap, a 
little tea, pins, fi(h books, .and a few pit-faw files. Nor 
inuft we forget the chiefs, who, notwithflanding the 
abundance of property beftowed upon thena, are ready 
to forget every pafl. favour,, if refufed a new.'* 

The above are fome of the raofl material circumftan- 
ces mentioned in our letter fent by C^tain Clark, dated 
December 28, 1799. In what follows^ we may take, 
notice (as we did in a fupplement to the above letter,, 
and which is inclofed in it) of brother Harris' departing 
from us in the Betfefy to New-South- Wales, with a de- 
fign to return to us the firft opportunity* ^tlis rcafons 
for going he hMh affigned to us, in a paper he read ^e 
evening before he went on board, and which is iaferted 
in our Journah l/i the Eliza are returned to us brother 
Henry, and his wife and child, whom we thankfully re- 
ceive in the bonds of Chriiiian affedion. By brother 
Henry we are agreeably furprized with the information, 
that the (hip Duff is again in thefe feas, with a body of 
fellow Miflionaries s if fo, we expeft ihe will revifit us, 
and therefore (hall rcferve our journals to be conveyed 
to England by her- 

Since the Eliza has been in Matavai-Bay, we have had 
fuch heavy feas without any wind, as greatly endan-, 
gered her lafety ; but Ihe was preferved from Ihipwreck- 
ywo families, with the fon or the Rev. Mr. Jphnflon, 
minifler of the Britifh colony in Ncw-South-Wales* 
poflengers, w% have. accommodated on fhore, in the beft 
manner we could, during the veffers flay in the bay. This 
ifland at prefent is in a iiate of tranquillity ; but we fear, 
ere long, it will be involved in war, as there is great difa- 
greement fubfifting between Oiu, Pomare, &c. and the 
diftri^ of Atauruj one of the moft powerful diviiions of 
the ifland. From the Eliza hath been landed (without 
any interference of ours) one eighteen-pounder car- 

Vol. L No. 5- 1^ 
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ronade, two fwivels, feveral mufkcts, and a great deaf df 
atnmtinitioij. What may be the confcquence rf tb» 
s^Dundant introduction of ffre-arms, time will fiiow^. 
Notwithftanding the peace we have enjoyed hitherto, 
3^t we confider our lives to be in jeopardy every hour. 
We have learnt, by experience, nothing is to be depended 
lipon from the outward tokens of friend(bip the chiefs-' 
or othci-s itiny diiplay towards us, whoTe difpoiitions' 
are fo fickle,' that, with them, the tranfitioa, from ap- 
parent affeftion to real hatred, is as quick as from laugh- 
ing ta weeping in'^ui infant. Our times arc in the hands' 
of Gxxl, and fo is our work alfo ; to him^, therefore, we 
defire humbly and heartily to fubmit ourfclves. We de-» 
ire alfo to be thankful to Almighty God our Saviour,; 
that although we have not been enabled as yet to preaclv 
the gofpel fally^ we have been ftrengthened to live the 
gofpcf ;. fo that, wp truft, no one of the natives ca» 
charge us with a condu<?fe contrary to what we have at 
any period taught. Our own foul's falvatiod (let what 
tihay be the end of our million) is what we lee it oa^ 
duty to purfufe :• and, according to the meafiire of grace 
given unto us,we labour to walk in the appointed ordi-* 
ttanccs of the Lord blamdefs. Chrift is. precious to us 
all; his commandments are not grievous to us; to be 
found in him, living and dying, is our heart's wi(h^ But 
we are weak ; biai we are ;nen, encompafied with mamp 
infirmities ; and the temptations we daily meet with cauie 
a fear left we fliouldbe betrayed -into the hands of our 
^iritual adverfarics, by our bofom foe, and thereby ftaiii 
the caufe of our Mafler, and wound our owa fouK 
Thefefore entreat you to bear us on your minds before 
the throne of grace. Remember us and our work# 
And the good Lord lift up the light of his countenance 
on the Miffionary Society, and by his fpirit dircft out 
Dircftors to the moft clfe<flual way of glorifying him irt 
fpreading abroad the gofpel of falvation. 

We remain your, the Direftors and Miflionary Socte-* 
ty's Brethren in Chrift, 

John Jefferson, for the Society* * 

JR> the Secretary of the MiJJionary Society. • 
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Parramatta^ New-South-JValeSy Aug. 25, 1799. 

Fathers^ Brethren^ and Fellow-labourers- in the 
. , Qofpel of our Xord Jefus Chrijiy 

HfS B^jefty's (hip the Bufaloe, Captain Kent, bo- 
ingof) the eve of failing from ttiis cdooy for liise Cape of 
O^od Hope, wc embf^e the opportunity (rf confirmijag 
our letters to you of the firik of Septpmher, 1 798 (by 
the B&rw^^ AupHcaies of which wc forwarded the be- 
^imidg of December following, in the Cornwailis^ by 
.way of Calcutta), in which we informed you of the ci*" 
cumftaiices which occalioned o.ar removal from Otaheite 
40 tJ^is.Golony, and ibe profpeft which prefented it{elf tt) 
v&^ 4)f cm beinft imade ufeful in the minifiry of the wortl 
jkre.' Siace which our views have been beclouded — oiir 
jfeacpeJtations oot fo fangukie*— the exerciies of our minds 
v4riou9» with ^refp^ft to the path of duty, whether wic 
Aould perfevere or not ; as the unbelief of our hearts at 
ttmeswas ready to fuggieft, that the difliculties we had 
Jbo jencouirter were infunnountable^ Indeed they ar^ 
-Aich to an .aroi of fleih ; for here we have to contend 
^iththe dejhavityand corruption of the human heart* 
Jieighteiied and confirmed in all i|s vicious habits, by 
iong and repeated indulgences of inbred corruption, each 
xme 'foUowiog the bent of hi« own corrupt nuad, and 
4COuntenancing bis neighbour in the purfuit of fonfual 
^attficationsv Hence iniquity abounds, and thofe out^ 
aiiard gfofs fim, which, in Europe, would render a per«- 
'iba contemptible in the public eye, and obnoxious t6 
4h» civil Iftw, are become fafliionable and familiar*T^ 
adultery, fornication, theft, drunkennefs, extortion, vi«- 
olrace, and tincleanneis of every kind, the natural con^ 
iXMTiitants of deifm and infidelity, which have boldly 
thrown off* the maik, and ftalk tlirough the colony in the 
open face of ihe fun, fo that it is no uncommon thing 
to hear a perfon fay, ** When I was a Chriftian, I thought 
fo and fo." But out difcouragements arife not fo hiuch 
frorp thei^ things in themfelves, as from their pernipouf 



lencCt which tends to confirm and ftrensthen tiie 
iral prejudices of the mind againft the dodrincs of 
gofpcl, which are a fovereign remedy for all thefe 
jjy difeafes ; but alas ! " they will not come unto the 
t left their evil deeds fhould 'be reproved.'* Their 
may be ju(lly compared to that of a perfon in the 
;ht of a fever, deprived of his reafon, who refuies to 
the means prefcribed for his recovery ; and to this 
may afcribe, in a certain (enfe, the little fuccefi of 
labours of our brethren in the eilablifliment here for 
ral years paft; fenfible, however, that the choiceft 
ns will be inenedual, without the gracious concur^ 
e of the Holy Spirit. Here it may be proper to ob- 
j, that in one of our letters above alluded to, wc in- 
led you, that we had commenced preaching in dif- 
It parts of the diftrift, fituated in the northern 
ndary, and opened an evening lefture in Parramatta; 
latter, in the month of December, yit were under 
neceflity of difcontinuifig, as the perfon who favour^ 
s with the ufe of his houle removed to his &rm, and 
)ther place could be procured. We, however, con- 
ed to preacli ' in the northern boundary ; but our 
ers beginning to decline in their attendance, add to 
the diftance, and exceffive heat of the fummer, fill- 
IS with difcouragements; and the enemy took occa- 
from thefe circumftances, to fu|geft the improba* 
y of fuccefs ; but in perfeverance the profpeA bright* 
[, their numbers increaCed, and our preaching has 
luced the following eifeA, which we are induced to 
upon as the harbinger of good, viz. twenty-two of 
fet tiers in the diftridt called Kiffing-point, volunta- 
ofTered to build a place for public wt>lihip, requeib* 
as to continue among them, and ufe our intereft with 
Governor to appoint thein a fchoolmafter to in- 
^ their children. . This requeft was made in coofe- 
ice of a rumour that we were about toleaire the co- 
We accordingly applied to Governor Hunter, 
immediately appointed them a fchoolmafter (rf our 
cnraendation (a perfon whom wc bdieva tp^t&e a 
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Abeere convert.) His Excellency fllfo gave them fome 
materials towards ettding the building, which we er- 
pcdl will be finifticd in the month of November, when 
the Rev. Meflrs. Johnfon and Marfden have promifed 
to open it. We hav? alfo recommenced the Sunday 
evening ledure io ?arramatta, which is Well attended j 
and likewife opened a place for preaching at Toon Tab- 
be, wher^we have about an hundred hearers. Thefe 
favourable appearances, . we hope, will not be *« like the 
morning cloud or early dew,*' but prove the dawn of a 
bright and glorious gofpel-day to thefe poor bewildered 
ibuls, who are lying as outcafts in a forlorn condition : 
but at prefent we cannot communicate any further infor- 
mation refpefting them that would prove fatisfadory, 
- but; Ihall feize the earli^ft (and every) opportunity of 
tranlmitting fuch accounts as relate to the advancement 
of the Redeemer's kingdom, in this colony of Corinthiaa 
degeneracy. 

Permit us to add, that it gave us no iinall fatisfaftion 
to hear oi your unremitted exertions in the Miffionaiy 
bufineis, the fuccefs of which we have much at heart. 
By the Hilliborough tranfport, which arrived here a few 
days fince, we learnt, that four Miifionaries Were brought 
out in her to the Cape, and that the Duff was on her 
paflage to the South Seas, with thirty men, befides wo- 
men and children. We hope the Captain is delegated 
with fufficient power to form an organized body at Ota- 
heite, and that he will leave fuch a number as may be 
deemed adequate for the protection of the women, and 
the eftablifhment of a permanent million, otherwife we 
fear tlae attempt will prove fruitlefs. We were in great 
hopes that tne (hip DujQT would have touched here on 
her raflage out, but as in all probability (he will call at* 
the Friendly Iflands, , which are about three weeks fail 
from this place, we exped a vifit from her^ as no doubt 
we have many letters on board from our friends, of whole 
welfare, we are very anxious to hear. The Reliance^ 
armed (hip, beiiift expeded to fail dired for Eumpe in 
«bout three montns, we hope tfi be able ^> fend you, by 



139B ReligitM InuUigeiue. 

keff more important mforination. In the meantime, 
iixbicribe ourfelves/ your unworthy brethren, £bUow-l 
bovirecs^ aod feryantsin the Lord» 

James Fleet Cover, 
William Henry. 

ROWLANP HaSSELL. 



jP. 5. We are forry to add, that on the iecond 
July lad, bvotber Samuel Clode wa6 inhumanly murder- 
ed in the dwcUing-houfe of one Thomas Jones, at the 
brick-kilns, near Sidney, a little bdbre fun-fet. The 
ikid Jones was 1^ fokiier, and being a towniinan of bra'» 
•ther Clode's, he had given him fome pecuniary affift* 
4uice, and was defiped to call that evening ior payment, 
/when the £iid Jo«es, inftead of paying hina, beat out 
liis brains with an axe, and afterwards concealfid the body 
in. a (a»r«pit, which, being difcovered the next morning, 
and blood and brains traced ^long the path Zo thehoiw 
of the faid Jones, he, and his wtfe, and one Elbary, were 
taken up as accomplices in the miurdef ^ and, to the ho- 
nonr of the Govemor, a criminal court was appointed 
the next day, at which they were tried and found guiky, 
and -executed the Saturday following, The xsonduft of 
i>rother Clode, (ince his ariival in this colcsiy, has been 
•foch as may be faid to adorn his profe^on (the writeia 
iwi(h they could fay the fame <£ all the other bictbren 
^ho came into the colony wth him) : his death is res' 
-gretted by all who%knew him. The Governor and fe- 
veml ofioettj^owed his corpfe to the grave, as a t^b- 
mony of tbeir refped. ^^ tomb is about to be eie&e4 
x>vtr him. 



> 



From the Edinburgh Miffionary Ma^azine/or Aprils 1 800, 

■ 

SOM£ tinve ago a number of African children were 
brought to England for education. We are happy now 
to itate the following particulars reTpefking them. — 
There are, in all, 24 children ; 2 1 boys and 3 girls. Thp 
girl^are under the care, an^ at die fole expenfe of ard(peftr 
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able lady ; and while pains are taken to impart to thenv 
religious knowledge, they are inftruAed in all thoUf 
domeftic duties and fervices, which are likely to con-^ 
dwce in making them good wives and mothers, and 
ufeful alfo in promoting civilization, when they retura 
to their native country. Little good, it is very properly 
judged, is likely to be done by the exclufive education 
df males. It is therefore propofed, that the number of 
gh-ls fliould be confiderably incrcafed. 
* The boys are at prefcnt at Clapham^ and are undef , 
the tuition of a Mr. Grcades, who, wiiife his wife con-^ 
duds all the domeftic engagements, aHlthe double paif 
of a teacher and a parent. Both Mr. Greades and his vf'tU 
feem extremely well qualified for the- parts they have tcr 
perform. The inflrudions imparted to the children arrf 
. viewed as fubfervient to the great end of training them 
for their Sayiour'a fervice^ In addition to the ordinary 
branches of fchool education, it is propofed to enlarge 
their minds by various forts of general ihformation, to btf 
conveyed to them as much as poffible by aftual obferva-* 
tton, and by exciting in them a habit of reflefting on att 
they fee and hear, and comieding it with general prinJ 
ciples, fuch as the bleffings of religion, the advantages of 
civilization, the baneful effefts ef fuperftition, &c. riling 
thence to the wifdom and goodnefs of the Creator, and 
to the excellency and faitabiencfs of that revelation which 
he has made to man. Son^e knowleelge, aMb,of the ftruc- 
turc of the earth and of the heavens, and of the nature of 
the more common phenomena in the phyfical worid, it 
is alfo propofed to givip theffT;"" together with'found 
practical views. of diftributive juftice and locial polityi 
They will alfcJ^ it is likely, be made acqXiainted withf 
farming and gardenrng; and each of them with forarf 
particular branch of bufinefs or handicraft. ^ 



From the Edinburgh Chriflian Magazine for July^ 1 800. 
It is with extreme regret that we have to announce- 
tUe death of Mr. Peter Greig, Miffionary from the Edin* 
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burgh Society to the FouUhs in Africa. His eminenf 
piety was known by all who had the pleafure of his ac- 
. quaintance. Of his zeal for the falvation of the heathen,- 
V SK) other proof is hecefTary than this, that during the 
greater part of the time fince he went to Africa, he rc- 
fided among the natives^ and perfeveted in his woiic, 
without any affociate in his labours^ without the benefit 
^ of a Chriftian fri^nd^with whom to converfe, and defti- 
^^tute of moft of thofe conveniences to which Europeans 
^bire accuftomed. It appears that be has at length died 
ni martyr in the caufe; for a letter lately arrived from Si- 
erra Leone contjijjps the melancholy information, that he' 
was murdered by the Foulahs. No particulars re^Jeift- 
ing the time or circumllances of his death have yefc 
icached us. 



Letters have lately been received from the Baptift' 
MiiBonaries in Indian We have not room to infert a^iy 
of them ; but the following fhort extrad of a letter from 
Mr. Carey contains the lubftance of the inteiiigence 
which Jhey bring : — " We lament that ^verai who didC 
run weli are now hindered ; we have faint hopes of a few^ 
and pretty ftrong hopes of one or two \ but if I fay more^ 
it iQuft either be a dull recital of our journeying to fbnle 
place or another to preach the gofpe), or fomething elfe 
relating to purfelves, of which I ought to be the lad to 
(peak. I therefore fliall only fay, that our fphere of ac- 
^ tion IS enlaiged ; that we have frequent opportunities of 
preaching to our own countrymen^ as well as to the na- 
tives ; that a (chool which was begun fome years ago for 
the children of the poor, is in a very flouriihing flate; 
and that a tranflation of a great part of ttie Bible is ac- 
comphOied^ and I hope the whole will be accomplifhed 
in another year. I blefs God fgr what is done, and mourn 
that nothing more is accomplifhed/' 
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TAe Northern MissidNAitY Society in tie Stat^ 

of New-York. 

THE Society met in Salem^n the firft Thurfday o| 
September, 1800, when their annual Sermon was 
preached in the Aflbciate Reformed Church, by the Rev. 
Jonas Coe, from Ifaiah xlix. 6. / will alfo give thee for 
a light to the Gentiles y that thou mayejl be my*Jalvation ti 
the end of the earth. The Society, having been confti-* 
tuted with prayer, by the Rev. John Warford, Prefident * 
pro tern, proceeded to tranfadt their o/dinary bufincfs. 

A letter from the* Secretary of the"New-York Mif-i 
iionary Society, rcquefting this Society to define, " ia 
what manner, and to what extent, co-operation by mif- 
fions is dcfired/' was read, when the following plan was 
propo(ed,and unanimoully adopted : — That if more can* 
didates for miilions (hould make application to the So- * 
ciety in New- York than they found it expedient ta 
employ, or had means to fupport, the fame might t)e re-* 
commended to thi£ Society j and, on the other hand^ 
(hould the Mifli6naries here exceed the means of fup- 
port, the fame might be recommended to theother So-^ 
ciety, with the privilege of mutually deriving fuch pe- 
cuniary aid as may comport with previous eng^ements. 

Alfo read a letter from the Chiefs and Warriors of the 
Oneida Indians, which,' perhaps, it may be neither xin* 
pleafing nor unprofitable for the public to perufe. • 
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Oneida^ OSloberi'jj ijgps 
Fathers and Brothers^ 

• 

WE, the Chiefs and Warrio» of th^ Oneida natidn, 
rfejoicc to have this opportunity •'^fpeak a few words to 
you; now open your ears and attend, ' 

Fathers and Brothers, wc thank you, that you have 
written to us your mind, by our old father, the Rev. 
Mr. Crofby, by which we folly believe you think of us, 
and are feeking our good. 

Fathers and Brothers, wc now let you know, that all 
our nation greatly rejoice to fee our father Mr. Crofby, 
^d have heard the good word of the Great Spirit by him. 
Fathers and Brothers, we further let you know, that 
it is the mind of all our nation, to hold faft this our old 
father and true friend ,.l|Mr. Crofb)^ if poffible, as wc 
feel and know, that wc have great need of fuch a one, 
Conltantly to live with us, and^each us, our wivcs^ and 
€)ur children, the mind of the Great Spirit. 

Fathers and Brothers, wc now unitedly beg and in- 
treat you to ufe your utmoft influence to obtain him 
for US; and, for our part, wc will ufe our greateft en- 
(je^vours to do^very thing we can to make him and 
his family happy. 

Laftly, we aik this favour of you, that as (bon as yoo 
find out his mind, you would write to us, and we will 
prepare a place for his habitation. We hope the Great 
Spirit will be pleafed to help, profpcr, and gratify us in 
tliis great and important work. 

yohn Skanantook^ 

Chrijlian Kananta. 

Honis Kaweyeuyea. 

Peter Chatekalikis. 

Antony Sonolikok. 

Melinus LoSeaha. 

John Gordon. 

Behold the fields are whitening already for the har- 
veft. . This ardent application loz the gofpcl may be 
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confidered a glorious pledge of refrefliing to the Hea- 
then. Such defires are created by Jehovali, and created 
that they may be fatisftcd. Where this fpiritual hunger 
is produced, there, iri 'due time, the bread of life fliall be 
diflributed for theirfupply 5 where this fpiritual third is 
experienced, there, ere long, the river of Salvation 
muft flow. Here, in the good providence of God, ^ 
wide and efFedtual door is opened. Surely all the lovers 
of Zion, ail who are aftuated by any concern for th^ 
Redeemer's glory, or compaflion for the psrifhing Hea- 
then, muft pray, that the man in whom their a^dions 
thus ardently centre, may be haftehed to tliem, " in the ^jj^ 
fulnefs of the gofpel of Jefus;" that he may be emi-- 
nently inilrumental in turning them from darknefs to 
light, and from the bondage d|f heathenilh fuperilitioa 
into the glorious liberty of the fons of GxxL 

The monies at prefent in the funds, and due to tbq 
Society from members, as appears by the report of tlie 
gencraJ Treafurer, and the Treafurers of different de- 
partments, amount nearly to one thousand dollars, exclu-^ 
five oi/our hundred acres of land, appropri^ated to their 
jufe, by the Oneidas, and a recent literal donation by a 
meraba^ of the Society. ^ 

Encouraged by the accumulating (late of their funds, 
by the rapid increafe of their members, and other aufpi- 
cious occurrences in providence, the Society defign ex^ 
ploring a more extenfive Miflionary fi^d ; they contem- 
plate the Indian fettlements along lakes Huron, Superior^ 
and Michigan, as eligibly fituated for the eflabliftiment 
of a miflion : they have alfo appointed their Secretary to 
addrefs the Board of Diredors, exprefling the high fcnfe 
which they entertain of their former attention to the du- 
ties committed to their truft, urg'mg them, at the fame 
time, to inquire, as fpeedily as circumftances will admits 
after other fuitable diaradters, to be employed as Mif- 
fionary Preachers and Catechifts^ ♦ 
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REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS. ^ 

THE Diredtors, at their meeting in Albany, May r, 
t8oo, report, in general, that, after careful inquiry, they 
obtained intelligence of the Rev. Aaron Crolby, formerly 
Miffionary to the Oneidas, and now recommended to 
them by that nation; that, in confequence of a perfonal 
interview, being fully fatisfied with his piety, ortho- 
doxy, literary endowments, and other Miffionafy qua- 
lifications, they had prefentcd him a call, ftipulating the 
annual falary of four hundred dollars, to which they ex- 
' peft a decided anfwef, at their lemi-annual meetings on 
^he firft Thurfday of November next. 

The Directors alfo ftate, that they have employed, as 
a Schoolmafter and Catljchift, to the afore*mentioned 
nation, Abraham Weaver, who had been a confiderable 
time under their infpeftion. and tuition. This MifSon- 
ary, they fondly flatter themfelves, has been raifed up 
in providence for eminent ufefulnefs among the Indians. 
His piety, during a period of twelve years, has been uni- 
form and moft exemplary : although incumbered with 
a numerous family, which he was obliged to maintain by 
a mechanical employment, he has acquired a refpeftablc 
acquaintance with the principles of Chriftianity. After 
this Society was organized, and had avowed to the world, 
that the converfion of the American favages to the iid- 
yation' of Jefus was the great objedt contemplated, he 
felt pecufiarly moved with compaffion towards the Hea- 
then, and defired, if poflible, to become inftrumental, 
through the Holy Ghoft, of teaching then* that gofpel 
which had been his own confolation. Thus cxercifed, 
and thus fupported, he communicated his views to fome 
members refiding in Albany, who encouraged him, 
amidft his embarralTments, who painfully applied to ac- 
complifti him more completely in the Englifti language, 
in the doftrines of revelation, *and other acquirements 
requifite for his Miffionary undertaking. 

The Direftors farther report, that the liberal donatio^ 
pf 100 acres of land had necently been given them by 
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the R^, John Dunlap, Jto be forever appropriated to 
the benefit of the Society. 

The Direftors conclude their Report, by ftating, that, 
although their progreft in executing their Miffionary 
purpofes has yet been inconfiderable, they hope the pious 
fupporters ot the inftitution will not be difheartened : 
their means have hitherto been froail, and their obftacles 
numerous and great ; yet their confolation, amidft every 
difcouragement, is this confidence, that the caufe is Je^ 
hovah's, and fhali eventually fucceed ; that Jefus, under 
whofe banner they rally, and on whofe grace they rely, 
ere long (hall have the Heathen for his inheritance, and 
the uttermofi; parts of the earth for his pofleflion. 

ALEXANDER PROUDFIT, SecVy. 
Salem ^ Sept. 16, 1800. 
The following Officers and Directors were ejected , by 
ballot, for the year enfuing : viz. 
OFFICERS. 
Rev. John Warford, Prefident. 
Rev. JohnBaffett, Vice Prefident^ 
Rev. Alexander Proud fit. Secretary. 
Rev. Jonas Coe, Clerk. 
Elbert Willet, Efq. Treafurer. 
DIRECTORS. 
Dyrick Romeyn, D. D. Rev. Chriftian Bork, 
Rev. James Mairs, John Clofe, < 

Jacob Sickels, Elbert Willet. 

Robert Smith, Abraham Oothout, 

George Mairs, Luther Halfey, 

JohnBaflett, Jacob Bleeckcr, 

Alexander Miller, Abraham Eights, 
John B. Johnfon, Jacob D. Vanderheyden, 

Eliphalet Nott, Martin Harrifon, 

Jonas Coe, ^ David Blakely, 

John Dunlap, , Jacobus Vanfchoonhoven| 

Alexander Proudfit, Ilaac Truax. 
The Rev. John Baflett is appointed tQ preach at the 
next annual meeting of the Society, to be held in Lan- 
fingb urgh, on the firft Wednefday of September, i8oi. 
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AJJiort Account of the Life^ Experience^ iScl ofii^'Rez^^ 

Air. Francis Skerriff. 

(Continued from page 34a.) 

IN the fame houfe where I lodged, there was a Fk- 
mifli young woman, who oftea diftrafted my thoughts 
trom my fludies by her finging. She frequently came 
into my room, and fung and chatted to me for hours to^. 
gether. She was abundantly handfome, and therefore a 
Ihare. It occurred to me, if ihe ihould come up this 
evening, (hould I admit her or not. I began to think, 
that I was under the eye of an all-feeing God, anden^ 
deavoured to reprefent to my imagination the fcenc 
which I iaw in the forenoon. But, alas ! the fcene was 
gone, it appeared tQ me like a dream. I could not even 
think there was a God, far lefs a Trinity. All my ar- 
guments loO: their force, and I was like one bewildered 
in miil and darknefs. I felt fome fymptoms of fear, and 
the very apprehenfions of it deprived me of aiJ that rea- 
fon ^^hich I was fo lately boafting of. In this diftra£le4 
fituation, the Flemifli girl came in upon me. At firft 
1 fcarcely fpoke to her, but had not the courage to de- 
iire her to withdraw; for I thought (he might be the 
means of difpelling my fears, or preventing any bad con- 
fequenc^s from them. After (he fat down, (be b^an to 
chat as ufual, and I felt my fpirits gradually reyiviog, my 
fears were filenccd by a forced merriment, and thus I be- 
came ten times more a child of the devil. O the ador- 
able patience of God ! O the tranfceodent riches of his 
grace ! there muft be an eternity to celebrate his praife ! 
As foon as I was left alpne, I endeavoured, by reading 
fomething that was gay, to (lifle all difagreeable reflec- 
tion. I fo far fucceeded, that I went to bed tolerably 
eompofed. To my beft remembrance I prayed, and the 
(hame I felt in addreffing an unknown God, particularly 
fo fopn after broken resolutions, I conftrued into an ac- 
ceptable humility. Next morning, after brcakfaft, I re- 
newed my vv:ilk ; but inftead of carrying on the fame 
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contcmpUtions, I reprefcnted to myfelf how ridiculous 
I (hould appear in the eyes of the world, if I (hould be- 
come fnthufialt, and renounce all the pleafures of youth, 
health, and opportunity. This rcfleftion was fo agree- 
able to my depraved and corrupted heart, that a tbou- 
fand arguments^curred againfl a ilrid religious life, and 
againft the propriety of it in my prelent fituation. I, 
therefore, kid afide all thoughts of it till a more convc- 
i*ient (eafort, and I hoped that providence would prc- 
ferve me till I was placed in fome country retirement 
more fuitable to religious contemplation and mortified 
kabits. 

Thus I ^as again left to myfelf, and was filled witli 
<ny own devices. When God called, I refufed ; when 
he (lr<!tched out his hand, I regarded it not. I (et at 
nought all his counfel, and would none of his re«> 
proof. How defperately wicked mud my heart be, and 
how dreadfully s^ravatcd rhy fin ! Why did not the 
Lord God laugh at my calamity, and mock when bis 
terrors were again upon me ? It was that his grace migh| 
be glorified by my falvation. O ! what a monument 
of mercy muft I appear, when all the aggravated cir- 
cumftances of my fins arc openly made known ! And 
how glorioufly muft free gface fhine, to the eternal ex- 
altation of the great Immanuel, when his blood can wa(h 
fuch a finner clean ! Shout, ye angels and glorified fpirits, 
for ye only can fing* the vidories of the Lamb. 

I fay, I was again left to myfelf; for I went on in my 
former Way, preferving outward decency, and adding 
to my ftock of deceitful learning. I made no alteration 
in my fermons, and was no more ftrift with refpeft to 
my clerical office. I generally obferved prayer in the 
evening, and fuch was my blindnefs, that I attributed 
my paffing over that duty llightly to true Chriftian hu- 
mility. 

Our regiment recei^d orders, in the following month, 
to march down toNimcgucn, agarrifon in Guelderlaiid. 
This gave me a fecret joy, for I was heartily tired of the 
company of Papifts, and, for what realbn, I know^iot, I 
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longed to be among Proteftants. During our march I 
had frequent meditations on divine things. Thofe be- 
got jn me a giadliai hatred at criminal indulgenot, and 
I^ften took an opportunity of reafoning coolly with one 
of the officers concerning it; His arguments n^ade me 
refled: with more keennefs ; and, I thinbL at that time^ I 
began, to fee a certain beauty in moral rectitude. I there- 
fore refolved in my mind, to live, for the future < with a 
becoming gravity, and to deny myfelf to every pleafure 
that had no higher end than animal gratification. 

When: I arrived at our new garrifon, I was much more 
attentive to my outward walk and converfation. Though 
I had as little regard for God, and my foul, as ever, yet 
I was infenfibly led to pray more regularly, aifd to read 
the Bible more frequently. I formed fome coaneftions- 
among the inhabitants, which were rather unfavourabla 
to devotion. I was frequently engaged in parties of plea- 
fure, and often forgot my fiimfy refolutions. Refle6tiod 
now and then Hung me, but repeated amufements de- 
prived it of its force. In the month of Auguft I pro- 
pofed to adminifter the iacrament of the Lc^'s fuppen 
I was more than commonly concerned about tht foleai- 
nity of the work; and, as it was the firft timse I had an 
opportunity of difpenfing this ordinance fince my ordina- 
tion, I was particularly careful about the external part 
of it. Every thing was carried on with the utmoft de- 
cency, and my difcourfcs and exhortations were fome- 
what evangelical. Some of the communicants afterwards 
told me, that they enjoyed much of the prefence of God 
upon the occafion. It had this effeft upon me,, that it 
removed from my mind many doubts concerning God 
and divine revelation, and made me more attentive to 
private duties, and more confcientious in difcharging the 
djuties of my office. I likewife began, in fome meafure, 
to relilli religious converfation, and fpoke freely upon 
various fubjedts to one or two of the regiment, whom I 

knew to be God-fearing people. Major M 1 

often converfed with ; but fo far was I from having a 
broken hearty that I often was afhaaied to be thought 
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Religious when others were prefent. However, I became 
Ari^tlir moral as to iny outward life, and often repre** 
hended fkKhionable vices very feverely in my public dif- 
courfes. Though the officers obfcrved this, yet they 
attended the church very pundtually. 

In the month of November I went to Zutphen, a 
Neighbouring garrifon, to affift Mr. P. when he dif- 
|)ehfed the facrament to Stuart's regiment. I came 
Tiome the week following, more firmly refolved on a 
ilridt moral life than ever, and on a continuance of du-^ 
ties: In all this time, fin, and the plagues of my hearty 
gave me no unea/inefs. I looked upon an outward re- 
formation, as all that was implied in converfion, and 
wherever I came iJiort, Chrift, I thought, was a fuffi- 
cient furety. Thus I lived as a Pharifee ; and had I con* 
tinned there, I mud have reaped a Pharifee's reward* 
But blefled be the Lord that he did not allow me to 
femain long in that dreadful ftate, but chafed tiie out of 
it with the thunders of Sinai. 

About the beginning of the. year 1777, my forrfier 
fears and dpprehenfions began to attack me. 1 often 
called iti queftion the folidity of the foundation upon 
which I built; I d^ted not to examine it minutely ; for, 
whenever I entered upon itj doubts, dreadful doubts 
arofe: Thefe were fometimes fo feVere, that I could 
have wiihed to have changed my exiftcnce with the vileft 
of creatures. My mind revolted with horror at the idea 
of any longer calling in queftion the exiftencc of God -5 
But the Trinity, which was once fo clearly laid open to 
me, was enveloped in the thickeft darknefs. The divi- 
nity of Chrift I could not difprove, but could derive no 
fatisfadion from bis incarnation and death; The Bible, 
gave me no^confolation, for I did not underftand it ; or 
what I did underftand of it, fpoke nothing but death* 
For feveral weeks I was agitated and harraffcd with thefe 
fears, doubts, and apprehenfions. I. had many . intervals 
of eafe ; not fo rtiuch ariring fron> any cleare!" views of 
divine things, as froni the natural bent of my animal 
fpirits. But growing impatient at length under fuch 
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freauent alarms, it came into my mind to obferve a cfajr 
of fafting (about the latter end of February), for a par-^ 
ticular inquiry into my ftate. Accordingly, I rofe early 
the next morning, bolted my door, and began with 
pi;ayer. In my prayer, I took notice of my intended 
work, and pleaded that God would affift me in carryiDg 
it on, I felt an uncommon degree of fervour and ear- 
neftnefs, and a great fluency oiexpreffion, fo that { was 
encouraged to proceed, whatever might be the confe- 
quence. Firft, I endeavoured to recoiledk what ftate I 
was in when I profeffed to be religious at the college ; 
but my heart being To long habituated to unbelief, I 
could remember nothing diftindly, and rather condud^ 
ed I had been a deceiver. No heM, therefore, arofe 
from that quarter. I again prayed, ^ ut neither had the 
fame liberty of expreflion, nor the fame encouraging 
hopes. However, I proceeded to examine my life and 
conduct from my earllefl remembrance; and though I 
faw many glaring deviations from the line of virtue, yet 
J would have fain refled on my honefty, goodnefs of 
bean , and the favourable opinion which others formed 
of me. But this gave me no fatisfadlion ; 1 therefore 
placed myfelf in oppohtion to the morai law, and exa- 
mined ftriftly how far I had kept or broken eacli of the 
Commandments. I could not but confefs that in aiftion 
] had broken many of them. But it occurred to me, 
that this holy law extended to the tlioughts of the heart, 
add that who&^ever offends in one point, is guilty of the 
whole. This, at firft, I could not readily believe, and I 
made no application to the Bible (though it was lying 
before me) to confirm it j for the Bible, I thought, I did 
.not u-nderfland. But, whil(^ meditating on the extent 
of the law, the fluices of my heart, as it were, were fud- 
denly opened, and fuch a delugp of fin came pouring in 
upon me, that if the lender mercies of God had not up- 
held me, I muft have been fwallowed up; Sins came 
rulhing in upon me from every quarter, floods upon 
floods, and each of the commands teemed charged with 
the thunderbolts of wrath. The original depravity of 
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my nature was held forth as the woeful fource of thefe 
peftilential ftreams ; and I flood confcfled a child of thtf 
devil.^ Then, and not till then, I felt the neceffity of a 
Saviour: then I faw the patience of God in fparing fuch| 
a wretch ; and then,infome meafurc, the glorious fchemc 
of redemption was difplayed. But I neither durft allow' 
myfelf to hope for any Ihare in it, nor did I know the' 
means of applying for the benefits of it. Burdened td 
the ground with fin, and alhamed of my deformity, f 
again ventured to pray. • • 

After groaning out my miferable cafe, and acknow-' 
ledging thejuflice of God, though he fhould damn me* 
that very moment, I was overpowered with a ilron^ 
fenfe of his mercy^ in and through the fin-pardoning^ 
blood of his dearly beloved Son. I remained for fome' 
timeaftonifhed at the View, and an undcfcribablejoy al- 
mofl: deprived me of fpeech. When I rofe from my 
knees, I flew to the Bible with great earneflnefs : the firffc 
words that I read were in Lam. iii. 57. " Thou dreweft' 
** near in the day that I called upon thee : Thou faidfl, 
** Fear not." From thefe words, I preached to myfelf 
a Sermon of lonf . I faw that the prophet was lament- 
ing the miferies of Jerufalem ; but I felt a higher one 
than the prophet, even the Spirit of the living God, 
fpeaking to all the diftrdTed ones of the earth. I read 
other paflages of the fame book, with a particular fer- 
vour, efpecially chap. v. 21. " Turn thou us unto thee,* 
" O Lord, and we fliall be turned." I faw the neceffity 
of the Lord turning me; for, inflead of being able or 
willing to turn myfelf^ I was only running farther from 
him. What a glorious privilege it appeared to be turned 
to the Lord ! and what condefcending merq' it difcovered 
to be turned to him, even after the foul had fo grievoufly 
revolted from him ! Uncertain whether this knowledge* 
of the fcripture was real, or only a delufion, I looked 
into the New Teflament, to fee whether it fpoke words 
of comfort, and whether it was equally intelligible. The 
iirftpaff^e I read was the eight chapter of the Epiflle to 
tlie Rom^s. The words, " There is no condemnatioa 
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?* 16 them who are in Chrift Jefus," I j:ould forca no 
diftindt notion of. To i?e in Chrijl appeared incompfe- 
henfible; but if it was fuch a defirable thing to know 
Chrift, how ravifliing muft it be to be found in him! 
The very idea of not being in him, was iiwre grievous to 
me than the condemnation threatened; but again, I 
knew not how to be found in him, or the evidence of it- 
However, I read on with an increafing delight, till I 
c^nie to the 26th verfe, " Likewife alfo the Spirit help- 
" eth our infirmities ; for we.know not what we (hould 
5^ pray for as we ought ; but the Spirit itfelf maketh in- 
*•* terceffion for us, with groanings that cannot be ut- 
<' tered.'* Here, I thought, was a remedy for all tny 
(difficulties, a light to remove all darknefs. None other 
but the ever blelSed Spirit could make mtercel&OQ fof 
£uch a one as me. He knew beft all my fins, and the 
(in of my nature, anlfl he only <:ould teach me thofe 
things which I knew not; I thought I felt (bmethif^ 
qf the power of fuch an interceflbr, and the need of him. 
The glory of the Trinity, Jehovah, Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoft, was, in fomc meafurc, reveled to me j 
and I thought I law the blefled Three^ejoicitig in the 
if^vation otfinncrs. The Father*s wilVmgnefs to fave,the 
c^cacy of Chrift's blood to fave, and the power of the 
Spirit to draw finners to be faved, were moft fweetly held 
£3rth to my foul's underftanding. I appeared as no- 
thing in mine own eyes, and my vilencfe and unworthi- 
nefs made me to doubt if the power of the Godhead 
could ever make me fit for being in Chrift, I read over 
jfcveral other paflages of fcripture^ and great was my joy 
to find them all concurring to exalt the gk)ry of free 
graee, in the falvation of finners. The Bible now ap- 
peared to me the richeft treafurc. I no longer found it 
dark and incomprehenfible. I held it faft m my arms, 
calling it all my own, and expcfted to find wonders rif- 
ing upon wonders in it. I therefore refolved to make it 
my principal ftudy, to read it morning and evening, and 
inid-day, to pray three times a day ftatedly, and to em- 
JDrace other opportunities, and to allot a daily portion oi 
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time for fcrioos mcditatioh. I likewHe propofed to have 
a faft-day every week, and t^b be denied to the world, 
however much the laugh of it, might be railed againft 
me. "Having finifhed the day's work with prayer (in 
which I experienced fomething of the fpirit of prayer), I 
felt myfelf a good deal' fatigued and exhaufted, for I had 
neither eat nor drunk the whole day. With reluftance 
I ordered fome tea, bccaufe 1 was afraid left any creature 
intercourfe (hould deprive me of my comfortable views. 
However, I ventured upon it, and foon afterwards went 
to bed. When I lay down, I never experienced fo much 
joy and inward tranquillity. I could have alnaoft wiflied 
never to have feen the morning, and this not owing to 
an affured faith (for -in all this time I did not know what 
faith was), but to a fecret fear of lofing fight of fuch a 
glorious fcbemc of falyation. 

Thus, a faft-day turned out the happicfl day of ray , 
life; and, I truft, it was the beginning of a life that 
fliall never end. Next morning I rofe with a double 
relifh for fpiritual exercifes, and betook myfelf to very 
different ftudies from what had formerly occupied my at- 
tention. I read the Bible with infinite fatisfadion, and 
the peculiar doftrines of Chriftianity were, by degrees, 
opened up to my view. A new world every where ap- 
peared, and a new fpring of a£tion influenced my con- 
duft. In this ftate of uninterrupted felicity, I conti- 
nued for two or three days, when fomething like my 1 
old doubts and fears began to attack me. The Lord 
bad not yet perfedled his work ; and bleiTed, eternally 
blefTed be his name, that he did not allow me to remain^ 
at the place of the breaking forth of children. 

The week following I appointed another day for 
fafting and prayer; but alas! it was very different from 
the former. I relied too much on the ordinance, as 
It had been already blefled to me, and came to feek 
God without a warrant, and fo was difappointed. I 
found that I had not given up my own ftrength and 
fightcoufnefs, but fought after fomething to reft upon 
in(lead of CErift. I continued rpy duties and other ex- 
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ercifes for fome time, but found a great coolaefe of s£^ 
ic&Aoa creeping in apace. 

About this time I went to the Hague; and owing to 
company, and fome other occurrences, I became Ids 
watchful over my thoughts, and'even negleAed oppor- 
tunities of prayer. I broke the Sabbath by walking and 
much idle difcourfe; and, in Ihort, I felt a total in- 
difference to the power of godlinefs. When I came 
home, I grew tquite afhamed of my remiffnefs and un- 
tender walk. I faw that God had moil juftly left me to 
myfelf, for I had willingly entered into the way of temp- 
tation without any fpecial call ; I had no eilential buiine(s 
at the Hague! My journey was rather to gratify curi- 
ofity, and, that too at an improper feafon. I had no 
view of doing good by it, and I left my congrcgatioa 
to themfelyes for a Sabbath without any warrant. It 
was therefore a temptation of Satan to enfnare me, and 
he knew that bait would allure my depraved heart, I 
was made to mourn for my iin, and was encouraged ta 
greater watchfulncfs for the future. I renewed my du- 
ties, and found an increafing delight in them. Many 
paflages in fcripture adniiniftered frelh comfort. One 
morning a pafll^e in Hofea, wh^ein God fo compaf- 
fionately calls upon Ephraim, melted my heart with love 
at his patience and tender mercies. While drowned in 

tears, ferjeant Malcom C (a man moft eminently 

diftinguifhed in the Chriftian life) came into my room. 
I knew hischarafter for piety, but had never converled 
with him upon religious fubjefts. He faw my fituation, 
and the Bible lying before me, and took occafion, with 
the utmoft modefty, to fpeak of the love of Chrift to 
finners. He did not know particularly that I was any 
ways concerned about thefe matters, and I did not open 
my cafe to him. But from fome words that dropped 
from me, he fancied that I was in fome meafure con- 
cerned. And, being fomewhat afFeftcd, he abruptly left 
the room, leaving upon my table a letter he had lately 

received from Captain C S , a chofen fer* 

vant of Chrift. I began to read the letter; but it sm 
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Xirith difficulty I could 30 through with it. He relates a 
mofl wonderful experience of the love of Qod to his foul. 
It gave me incxpreffible happinefs to think that any of ^ 
the finful race of men felt this love, and could rejoice in 
it. I faw that I had not attained to his experience ; he 
had clofed with Chrifl, and lived on him by faith, and 
this I was totally ignorant of. This made me doubt my 
cafe, and fufpedt that I was as far from the knowledge 
of the truth as ever. Doubts rofe upon dqubts, and my 
uneafinefs increafed. I perfevered, howevct^in duties, but 
feldom felt any thing like tK^ po\^<6r of the Spirit in 
prayer. Soon after this Captaur^Sr^^— 'came to town. 
His ftridtnefs of life, and particular attention to religion, 
drew upon him the contempt of fome of his fellow offi- 
cers. I had not got fo much above the opinion of others, * 
as willingly to expof? myfelf to their laugh. It Was there- 
fore not without fliame that I firft went to call upon 
him. But I was foon made to fee that a concern for 
the foul ought td furmount every difficulty, and that 
Ihame and mockery ought to be totally overlooked. 
Accordingly I viiited him, and found fomething fo at- 
tradive in his converfation, and faw fo much of the di- 
vine life about him, that I could not be a day without 
him. He opened up to me the fchemc of redemption, 
ih a new manner, and gave me fome faint idea of the 
myftery of faith. He recommended to me Bofton's 
Fourfold State, which I immediately began to perufe^ 
I read it with great keennefs; and, I trufl, with much 
profit. The corruption of nature appeared more dread- 
ful than I had ever apprehended, and I felt the corrup- 
tion of my own heart correfpond with the defcription. 
I loathed and abhorred myfelf on account of my nature, 
and I thought if ever}^ one had fuch an heart as mine, it 
would require a divine power to make me believe that 
any of the human race could be faved. 

One evening, taking a folitary walk, and meditating 
on the extreme corruption of my heart, I was led to re- 
fledl on the fin of my nature. I thought I traced fome- 
thing like a muddy (tream to its fource^ and faw this 
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ftream full of every impurity, niihing from an \xm thsA 
contained all liie filth and poifon of the univerfe. Mj^ 
depraved heart was this- urn, out of which proceeded 
every abomination. Was it poffibk, I cried,that Chnil 
could take fuch a heart into' union with himfeH^? Could 
his blood make it clean, and fit it for a heavenly habita- 
tion ? Ye^j^fTOu will only believe. I immediately re- 
turned home, fayirtg to myfelf all the way, O for power 
to believe! O for power to believe! When I entered 
my room I itil ijj'^n my knees, and pleaded with firoag 
crying and fcar^, tl^atCfiW/l would give me this pow«r 
to believe, f i^^/tf s v^^fc faith when he walked ^upon the 
water occurred to me, and I prayed that the Lord would 
give fffe fuch a meafure of faith. Thcie words immedi** 
•tdycame with power to my mind, " O thou of little 
*' faith, wherefonstdoft thou doubt ?" ^his did not &- 
tisfy me; 'but I afked for fomething nidre certain (an 
outward manifeftation, as it were^ for I was doubtAil o( 
the application of the words o( the Spirit), and thefe 
words were fuggeftcd to me, attended with a twitter r«* 
proof, " A wicked and adulterous generation feeketh 
•< after a-^gn, and there (hall be no fign given it," &c* 
Many other words were brought home to my foul j and 
Iwas conftrained to cry out, *' Lord, I believe, help 
•' mine unbelief;" and immediately thefe words were 
fvveetly fubjoined, " Bleffed are thofc who have not fccn, 
** and yet believe." I rofe from ray kneest with a holy 
wonder, and was loff'fometimes in aftonifhment. The 
Bible was again*greedily confulted, and 1 thought I faw 
a new light difFufed over every part I read* After this^ 
I had much fpiritual converfe with Captain S and 

M. , and we often took fweet counfel together^ 

This was in the month of June, 1777. 

I now began to write my fermons in a very different 
ftyle from what I had done before. The corruption of 
nature wa?a fubjedt of the laft importance. I therefore 
endeavoured to prove and explain it to my audience, by 
practical obfervations and arguments, drawn partly from 
experience. - Many of the officers did not relifh the/ub- 
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jdBiy land moft of them withd|revr from the chwch, for 
two or three Sabbaths^ I was no longer afhamed of a re« 
ligious profeffioD) but fpoke with^rneftnefs on the fuS^* 
je6t to all clafles of people who vifited^mei They feetned 
at firft furprtfed at ihy change ; however, they did me 
the juilice to acknowledge my fincerity. Moit of them 
came back to the church $ and there weWfffiy few in the 
regiment who underilood any Englifli, that did hot af-i> 
terwaids iregularly attends I was aware 6f the irnport'' 
lulce of the charge I had over them, and confequently 
exhorted them with a peculiar coficern^ ^ome blefled 
fruits ibon after appeared^ Encouragedf^^as I thought, 
by promifes, I eredted a feUowfhip meetihg, and I have 
^reat reafon to believe^ that the Lord was often with us 
of a truthi Durii^ this time I was more attentive than 
«ver to duties. I role early in the milling, and alldtted 
•fix periods of the day for Hated prayer. I endeavoured, 
t^ oft as poffible^ to rife at midnight ; but in this lleep 
ibr the moft part overcame me. But for all this out- 
ipmrd ahd inward favour^ I was frequently diflktisfied with 
-my ftate^ and perplexed with many grievous doubts^ 
Some pa^^es of fcripture did not fuit my ^ftperience. 
Shepherd's Sincere Convert alarmed me, and many parts 
of it I did not Underftand« Andrew Grey's fermoni 
(bowed me« that I was only a half Chriftian, and that I 
had not unrcfcrvcdly given up my heart to Chrift.-— * 

Something which M. C-- r fa£d concerning juftifi- 

cation flartled me; fb that, upoiii the whole, I plainly 
faw tliat fomething farther muit be attained to. 

At this time, the life <^ Brae fell into my hands & In 
the evening of Saturday, September 13, 1777^ I was 
fomewhat uruck with a paffage in it concerning faith. I 
ba\} read the paflage before, but never obferved any thing . 
particularly applicable to myfelf in it. I aiked myfcl^ 
whether I had that £uth which is faying. I durfl not fay 
ihat I had ; for though I had formerly (as I thought) 
clofcd with Chrift, yet it was now fuggefted to me, that 
it was only, in general, cloiing with him as^a Saviour, 
without particularly clofmg with him as my &ivioun L 
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tbqiefore, faw diflindkly that I had not dire&ly compfie^ 
with that coniBiandcnent) Believe ok the Son. Unbelief 
immediately appeared to me a$ the moil terrible fia$ 
and it was flrikingly. reprefejited to me^ to be the great 
fin of the Ifraelites in the wUdtmefs ; and, therefore^ un- 
lefs I believed, . I could never enter into the promifed 
|eft. I inftantly betook myfelf to prayer; and the mys- 
tery of faith was opened up to me quite in a n^w man*- 
ner. On the Sabbath morning thb exercife continued, 
and I was nutde to apprehend Chrift as dying^r me. 
But it ..appeared (Irange, that Chhfl (houl4 die. for one 
fo .unworthy, fo vile; no, it cannot be. Who then did 
he die for ? For th^ eled:. And have not the eledt fiich 
a hard and polluted heart as I have ? They have, accord- 
ing, to fcripture. Why may I not then believe? I muft^ 
— or perifh. Ac^rdingly, I was drawn .with power t© 
Chrift, and the immediate confequence of that was free* 
dom and enlarge^ient in prayer,, in clainiing the pro- 
miles, calling Chrift my Lord, and my God, and a reft* 
ing on him tor all. A new light was ca£k on th^/e paf- 
iages of fcripture ; and books that were fer/ncrly obfcur^ 
I now underftood, and found them iavoury ZfA fuU «f 
comfort. 

(To be continued.) 
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LETTER III. 

« 

My F*RIEND, 

INSIST on it, as long as' Chriftians do not pMVe'bf 
_ thiir aftions, that they themfelves believe, fo long it 
will be in vain for them to require faith from unbelieverj. 
And the negleft of praftical Ghriftianity is, and will con- 
tinue to be, the principal caufe of fpeculative unbelief. 
But let tis now go one ftep farther, and confider the 
#aufes of the decay of pruftical Cbri^bmity* I think tbk 
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lb neceflkiy, that T would rather not have made the firft 
ftep than to negleft the fecond. If priftical Chrifti- 
anity were neither needful nor poffible, the greateft part 
of Chriftians coutd not aft much otherwife than they do 
at prelent. And this pofition, founded on experience, 
leads me naturally to the inquiry, whether, perhaps, the 
greateft part of Chriftians reckon praftical Chriftianity 
cither nccelTary or poffible. J^t firft, this whole inquiry 
ieemed to me to t>e unreafonable. Only' I found that 
when I had flated the queftioB fomewhat more learnedly, 
there had been aftually great and carneft difputes among 
the learned on both theie heads, and I could not help 
obicrving, that the moft abfurd queftion becomes fpf- 
ci6us when it is put in a learned garb.. But I likewife 
found, that in order to difcover the truth or falfehood 06 
a pofition, one needs only to confider it ^aked, and by 
itfelf. 

Can a man become holy by good works ?- No. So faya 
a quefbion in the Proteftant Catechifm, with its anfwer. 
The queftion is fcriptural, and the anfwer is a true one. 
But the queftion is not fo certain in the Catechifm as it 
is in the Bible. Every one may think as he pleafes, but 
1 am of opinion, that the mifunderftanding of this quef* 
tion has corrupted many Chriftians. Paul does not rifk 
this pofition, without giving it, if I may fo fpeak, a co-. 
vering before and behind. For, before that he ftiews 
that a man cannot be faved by good works; he had al- 
ready fhewn that man was to be (aved by grace, and when 
be had inferred tlic firft of thefc pofitions from the laft, 
as a confequence, he minds nothing fo much as to limic 
his doftrine, fo ^ to make it appear, that good works 
arc infeparable from a ftate of grace. Read Rom. vi. 
•I, 2. Gal. if. 16^ 17. Eph. ii. 8, 9, 10, you will difco- 
ver what I fay, ;ind you will find the pofition always 
doubly guarded. The refult of all thefe texts that fpeak 
of the free juftification of afinner,.and of the morality of 
a forgiven tinner, is this : God, out of his free grace> 
forgives a finner all his fins, though the law condemns. 
]%.i{n, and promifes him eternal life. Now, this forgiven ' 
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nets ought' to he the great^ft motive to this fitmer» 4d 
love God, and to keep his law ; and God foigiVcs tis our 
iins that we niay fin no more \ and if a (inner does not i& 
his forgivenefs as a motive to obedience, he fcoros tise 
(^Ivation that is promifed him. 

Let one confidcr a murderer whom the lawcondemASy 
and whom the prince does not pardon. He mtiftdie. 
Therefore no finner can he faved by a law that he has 
broken. 

Next, let us imagine a murderer, whom the law 
condemns, and whom the prince does not pardon, but 
who comniits no more murders, This man alfb cannot 
claim bis life for his obferving the law afterwards. 

Again, let us imagine a murderer, whom the prince 
pardons, but forbids him to commit apy more murders^ 
who, notwithfianding, becomes again guilty of mutder. 
This man, by tranfgreffing the law, fcorns that life that 
was granted him by the ravoiir of his prince, 

L^dly, let us ims^ine the murderer whom the prince 
pardons, but forbids him to tranfgrefs the law for the fu? 
ture : Providing that he commits no moic tran^^ffions, 
he is .only happy by the favour of his prince, and not by 
bis own doings. 

Nothing can be plainer than thi^ : we fee that what 
phyfical prefcriptions are to a patient, moral prefcriptiom 
are to a Chriftiah. A hydropick perfon carmot be cured 
of his dropfy by the beft diet ; but when he is cured, a 
(liforderly life may again expole him to the lofi of his 
health. To give one example more. If a prodigal, who 
is become a bankrupt, receives, a prefent from a friend, 
whereby he is delivered from his poverty, and made a rich 
man, it is plain thai he has become rich without fruga^ 
lity ; but it is no lefs plain, that he cannot long conti- 
nue to be rich without frugality. • Good works cannot 
purchafe falvation to any man, but evil works can de? 
prive men of falvation, To have been a finner docs not 
damn a man, but to continue a finner is truly damtiable. 
From this theory, which cannot be more plainly txrt 
preired in ff;w words, you may ai^ue what you pfeafe, 
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Siirery confequence will be a fcriptural dodrine, fo that I 
niay fay with Montefquieu, that " after I had difcovered 
the fundamental dodrine, all that I was feeki;ig came to 
roc of itfelf," According to this theory, the law is not 
repealed, but cftabliftied. According to this theory, the 
Chriflian keeps the law, without being under the law, ^ 
he keeps the law by loving the lawgiver, who has be^a 
ib gracious as to forgive him. According to this theory, 
the Chriftian performs thofe good works on which the 
fcripture infifts fo much, and they all flow from that 
princi{de from which they fliould flow, viz. from faith. 
And for this reafon I qannot imagine any morality like 
the momlity of Chriflians. You will fay, how inhuman 
muft an offender be who has deferved death, and will 
pot love the prince that has granted him his life ! 
. I do not underftand how a Chriftian^can fall into the 
conceit of feparating the grace of God from tte fanfti* 
iication of men. The fcripture does not fpeak only of 
the grace of God, nor only of good works. It fpeaks 
of both> and the place, £ph. ii. 8, 9, lo. (how^ the na- 
ture of the connection in which both thefe ftand to 
each other fo plainly, that it mud have been difficult 
either for a legal or a lawlefs Chriftian to feparate them. 
This place is the fined commentary on the whole theory. 
After one has convinced men of the neceflity of prac- 
tical Chriftianity, the poifibility of it ilill continues to 
be a flumbling-block, as if God could require of men 
what was not poflible. But what is the effeft of this f 
As there are Chriflians who will do nothing, fo there 
have been Chriflians who require too much, and have 
drawti the ftrings fo tight, that none cduld hope to bear 
them ; I mean thofe people whom they call Pietifts, the 
EflTenes of the Chriflians. What a pity is it, that men, 
who w^re in the right way, ftiould have gone farther than 
they ought to have gone? I often think, with furprife, 
on the cenfures that were pronounced in my country, 
on thofe who firft joined this fcft. Men fcoffed at thefe 
people, who wifticd to be wifer than other Chriflians, ^d 
Yf\^Q Ipade confcience of avoiding falfehood and peijury 
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in their' dealings : thejr condemned thofe as ob&inate, 
who abhorred drunkenne(3- What a lofe was this I Yet 
it is true, th^t this fed, which infills fo ftrongly on prac* 
tical Chriftianity, has been a great hindrance to its jwon 
grefs. He that requires too much, ought not to be (ur- 
prifed that nothing is done ; and in this the Piet ids have 
been much miftaken. They were not fatisfied with for- 
bidding Chriftians thofe things that were really fins, but 
they likewife prohibited them from many things that 
were not fins, According to them, to wear ruffles was a 
l]n; to fmoke tobacco was a fin ; and dancing was abo- 
minable. What was the refult of this? It was always 
to be feared, that he who feenied to be a good ChrittiaOi^ 
was a mere Pharifee, who, while he omitted things that: 
were not fins, did others that were really fins. ltwa& 
further to be fufpedled, that a man who would not be a 
Pietift, fhould conceive an averfion to real Chriftianity. • 
Dear friend, it is eafy to conceivq, that a Cbnilian» 
V^ho is QO longer a child in his faith, no locker loves the* 
plays of children; and I know not why any man /bouJd 
endeavour to perfuade thofe who defpifed them, io}o\jx 
with him in them. Thofe, indeed, muft be head-lirong* 
$nd inlpudent children, who would laugh at a man be* 
caufe he would not play at ball with them. But I think 
it is ftill more cruel, that men fliould abfolutely prohi- 
bit the ball to children- Let us allow them the ball while 
they are children^ and when they are no longer childrenj 
they will throw it away of their own accord, 

Praftical Chriftianity, when neither rated too high, not 
too low, is that ftate of man in which fin no longer rules, 
but the love of the Father. Let not fin have dominioa 
over you, fays Paul ; and John infifts on the lov^ of the 
Father, A practical Chriftian, therefore, is one in whom 
the love of tlic Father has become the ruling paflion* 
Confider the inftruftive ftory of the prodigal fon. It is, 
in general, the hiftory of a finner, both before and after, 
his cpnverfion. Plcafure was once the ruling paffion of 
this young man. He was forgiven. Now, love to his 
kind and merciful Father is become his ruling p^fljon*. 
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•Will you fay that fuch a ftate is impoflible? Is it im* 
poffible that a child fhould love his father? And is.it im- 
probable, that a forgiven prodigal, reftored to the favour 
of his father, (hould love him ? The parental fociety is 
the mod natural, the mo(t ancient, and the beft known. 
It is the moftperfedt and excellent ftandard to which aH 
the others may be reduccfd. The beft king is the father 
of his people, and the beft fubje<fts are thofe who have a 
child-like affedlion to their prince. The fcripture re- 
duces the whole of pra<5tical Chfiflianity to the ftate of 
.childhood^ and places the whole deiign of the fending 
.of Jefus Ghrift in making men the children of God. Fof 
when John, in the beginning of his gofpel, fets forth 
Chrift coming into the world in all his majefty^he could 
affign no higher nor more beautiful defign of his com- 
ing than this: He came, fays he, and to them who re- 
ceived him, he gave power to become the fons of God. 
Is.it now in the leaft doubtful, what a Chriftian ought 
to be f Or, is ii impoflible that he ftiould be what he 
ought ? A true Chriftian cannot be an angel, he can 
only be a child. Now, a child may love his father^ 
aixi yet may tran(grefs againft him. A child may 
* ftumble, even when he is haftening into the arms of 
.his father; but as long as be has the feelihgs of a child 
he cannot hate his father. And fo the fcripture fpeaks 
of practical Chriftianity. " My little children, thefc 
things write I unto you, that ye fin not; and if any 
man fin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jefus 
Chrift the righteous." You may, perhaps, now fay, how 
was it poffible that men fhould difpute about practical 
Chriftianity: If a certain queftion fhould. remain in our 
Catechifms, the anfwer to it ought to be more diftindt, 
or dfe the whole queftion ouglit to be left out. It is 
this : Can man perfedly keep the law of God ? The an* 
fwer is. No: but, as was faidjuft now; fhould this quef- 
tion remain, the anfwer would be this: Not perfeftly, 
hut like a child. To fin, and to find one's whole plea- 
fure in finning, are things infinitely different from each 
iotherj and Paul makes ufe of another phrafe of the 
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like importi For if we fin wilfully, after that ^ dat^ 
received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth na 
more facrifice for fins. If a finner is to be reformed^ it 
ought to be (hewn to him diftinftly, that he is not what 
he might be^ and what fome others really are^ Perhapt 
he defircs not to be better than other men, but if he is 
to be reformed, we ought to (hew him, that he is worle 
than other men* 

The ftate of God*s children is diflferent from thofe of 
men^ firft, in this, that their Father in Heaven is a(pi- 
rit, who muft be wor(hipped in fpirit and in truth. Se- 
condly, in this, that the children of God have an infi-^ 
nitely larger compafs of duties, which comprehends all 
that can come under the name of duty* When a fan 
fins, he does not always trangrefshis father's law, but he 
always tranTgrefiTcs God's law, fo that we may fee, that 
to be the children of God confines men within much 
ftrifter limits than their duty to their earthly parents. 

Let us confider, then, that as the fenfual a{^)etite9 
fnuft have evidently gained the a(cendant in a man like 
the prodigal fon, we may fee, that therationa/afledions in 
man muft be ftrcngthened before the love of the father 
becomes his ruling affeaion* And we need only to refle£k 
on the power of an acquired habit, in order to be con- 
vinced of it. None could readily have oblerved t^ 
ftrife betwixt the rational and fenfual powers fo well »^ 
Paul did. Read the feventh chapter of tlie Epiftle to 
the Romans, and when you have confidered it, you will 
find that all this is agreeable to experience. But you 
will likewife find, that an higher power is necefiary, iii 
prdcr to ftrengthen the rational powers in men- One of 
the moft religious thoughts that I find in Leibnitz's 
Theodica is this: It is inconceivable that God ifaould 
fuffer power to be wanting to one that has good will. I 
alfo know not why the divine fpirit, who, by his omni- 
pre(ence, works on all things, (hould not likewife work 
on the human foul, which is fufceptible of ftrong im- 
preffions, ftill more ftrongly than upon bodies ; and ftiH 
Icfs do I conceive why he fliould not work on a foul 
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tWt<fefiw to b«^ wife aad t)pri§^t, more strongly than oa 
o^hcr. fouls tbjit defire m fwh thipg. For here, us opt 
obfexves, yfe flrive Jiot in our owyi flrength, and tJbere£ve 
w<i mfuft iiicc^dt for it k Q<pd who iiH^etb in U9 ix>th 
t9 vy^l^d todo.of hi§.good pkafwre* ^Vhca did a fa*- 
tber.g^vc his .foo a ftooe when.be defired bsc^? Pray 
oftw, aod God 9im\d not his G<)d if c^ didiiot hear 
you- 

Dear ffiond, what man has the fucce^oo of bis 
thoughts fuUy in bisown power ? And as long as it coa? 
tioues to be tme, tbat no Jiian has bi» foui fully in hi$ 
powef» 1 know jQot wby w^^.ihould not leaye it in th^ 
hand^ of God: it cannjdt be in better ^ands. Jt depcndf 
oa a man* whether his tlkoughts (hould becpoie r^Uin 
tMns, jBuid hb refolut ions anions; yet there ai^e vory oiany 
caiisd in which a man wij(hfis for an increafe <3^ ftrengtb ju 
order to nafolve, and to enable him to carry his i^C^Ivit 
ttons intoefied. Yoa (se then, that pra&icalOuiftianityr 
is, attainable, and that the help of an higher power is n^- 
oefiary ibr its adual ^attainment. 
. . With refpeft to thedegcee that we may attain* uv pcao* 
tiQil Omi[liamty,.jt mnaft be underftood, that it may and 
mud increafe -, yet it .can never be fo high here as not 
to need jnore increa&, or to render fighting unneccflkiy* 
As long as we live, we muft be aftuated at once by the 
iedual and the rational appetites. Our whole honour 
is the viftory. Reft, without fighting; is not to be ejc- 
pejfted here. Let us imagine a body, impelled at once 
by two perfons in different direftions, and moving in a 
diagonal line betwJxt them : let th^t tide of the paral* 
kl^ram that reprefents the fenfual powers be always be* 
coming ftiorter : that is all we can hope for. 

But wherefore do we not folcmnly. honour thofe who, 
have lived as th^ o^ght, and who have made gr^sat ad- 
vances in praftical Chriftianity ? The Catholics have tcx^ 
many faints, and the Proteftants have none at all. The 
Catholics pray to them, and the Proteftants laugh at 
them. Why do we this ? The reality of holinefsi injfonae 
convinces us ftrongly of thepofGbiiity of it in others -, and 
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all the chorches of the State. This was cheerfuUy grant* 
edj but it was by no means fo produdive as might liavc 
been expeded, the whole amount of it being only 1 56 1 
dollars and one (yit* The other was a private fubfcnp- 
tion among the members of the Society and other bene- 
volent and pious perfons. This was adopted with more 
fuccefs ; fo that now the funds of the Society, appropri- 
ated to their general purpofes, yield an annual incomo 
of 338 dollars and 74 cents. 

The late Hon. John Alford, Efq. of Charleftown, in 
his laft will, devifed a large fum of money, to be devoted 
to the purpofe of fpreading the knowledge of the gof- 
pel among the Heathen. His executor, the /ate Rich- 
ard Cary, Efq. had never, til] the incorporation of this 
Society, found any body of men to whom he might cn- 
truft this fum with a profpeft of its being applied agree- 
ably to the intentions of the donor. To them, however, 
he transferred it, and the annual income arifing from it, 
is 414 dollars and 36 cents. 

In the difpofal of this money, the Society have con* 
fulted the bed interefts of the Indians, to vihova it is 
folely appropriated. They affift in the fupport of the 
Rev, Mr. Mayhew, of Martha*s Vineyard, Mr. Hawley, 
of Marflipec, and Mr. Sergeant, of New-Stockbridge i 
all of whom are^ Miffionaries to the Indians. On Mar- 
tha's Vineyard they fupport a number of fniall fchools 
for Indian children. The Society have alfo furnifliixl to 
the fchools, which are fupportcd by other means at 
Marfhpee, Oneida, and New-Stockbridge, books, paper, 
and every neceflary. Believing, that to. civilize thele 
people is one great and neceffary ftep towards chriftian- 
izing them, ,the Society have fupplicd the Indian inha- 
bitants of New-Stockbridge with many implements of 
hufbandr}', fuch as ploughs, chains, and hoes. They 
haveaffifted them in building fchool-houfes, and ahoufe 
for their minifter; and they have defrayed the expense 
of printing the Affembly*s Catechifm, which had been 
tranflated into the language of thefe Indians. The So- 
ciety have alfo been c^M^efvil to difiribute books upoa 
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pious and praftical fubjefts, in fuch numbers as they 
thougbt expedient and ufeful. In this way, fince the 
firft eftablilhmcnt of the inftitution, the Indians have 
received 38 Bibles, 84 Teftaments, t^o Spelling-books^ 
85 Primmers, 48 Watts's Pfalms and Hymns, 18 Pfal- 
ters, aii^d 79 other books \ amounting in the whole to 

544- 

' Notwithftanding the difcouragements which have at- 
tended almoft all the attempts to chriftianizc the Indi- 
yans, the Society feel it to be their duty ftill to continue 
them. Their funds will not admit of fending Miffion- 
aries into diftant parts of the continent, or to fcek out 
thofe nations of Indians who are wholly unconneftcd 
with the white inhabitants. Their attempts are con- 
fined to thofe tribes interfperfed among the white inha- 
bitants, or in their neighbourhood. The wi(h of the 
Society is to propagate and cherilh the fpii'it of Chrifti- 
anity in the minds of thefe people, and, as their means 
and opportunity will admit, gradually to difTeminate 
chriftian knowledge among more diftant tribes. 

That part of the funds of the Society which is not 

appropriated folely to the Indians, has been expended 

by them in purchafing fchooUbooks, and books of pie-* 

ty and devotion, . which have been diftributed among 

the poor inhabitants in theeaftern parts of this common- 

V(realth. This diftribution has been followed with the 

beft effefts. Children have had the means of inftruc- 

tion, and perfons in more advanced life have had the fc- 

rious impreffions early made upon their minds, revived 

and ftrengthened, which they would otherwife have been 

in great danger of lofing in places where they cannot 

enjoy the advantage of attending upon the public infti- 

tutions and ordinances of Chriftianity. In profecution 

of thefe falutaty purpofes, the Society have given away» 

iince the year 1787, 310 Bibles, 768 Teftaments, 969 

Spelling-books, 634 Pfalters, 1566 Primmers, 94 of 

Watts's Pfalms and Hymns, 78 of Doddridge's Rife and 

Progrefs of Religion in the Soul, and 4024 other books, 

moitly pamphlets, but many large and valuable treati* 



t^<» 



43P $ketci of tie Society for propagating the Go^ef^ 

£es, making in the whole (if we include what were^FC^ 
to the Indians) S987. Some of thefe books have bten 
given to thp Society, in confequence of their pubiickly 
requefting the aid of pious and charitable perfons ia ef- 
feding the purpofes of their incorporation. 

It will be obferved that " Doddridge*s Rife and Pro- 
grefs of Religion in the Soul" is mentioned in the above 
catalogue of books given away by the Society, and the 
public will have an idea of the nature of the pradical 
books diftributed when it is faid, thajt they bear a very 
near refemblance to this excellent treatife. Books oi 
controverfy never, in a (ingle inftance, have entered the 
Society^s catalogue ; for their objedt is not to eilabif/h 
modes and forms, nor to prop^ate any private or party 
fyftems; their objedt is, to promote the interefts of true 
religion, and bring rnen tp kno^y and ob^ ** the truth 
as it is in Jefus.'* 

It has beejj fuggdled, that thefc books have, in fome 
plqx:es, been partially and iniproperly diftributed. None 
of thefe complaints have been authenticated to the Socie- 
ty, and thoy hope that there is no foundation for them. 
They made it a rule, fo long as it was /ound ufcful and 
practicable, to furnifh their Miflionaries with books, 
to be diftributed, according to their judgment, in the 
feveral places where they preached and baptized. When 
they had no Miflionaries, or when thefe gentlemen 
found it <^lifii(;ult to carry the books with them in 
journies of fome hundreds of miles, the Society fent them 
to gentlemen of honour, character and abilities, in dif- 
ferent places, Hrequefting them to take the trouble of fur- 
nifhing their poor neighbours accprding to their beft 
judgment. If, in any one inftance (find in more than 
one the Society has no grounds for lufpicion) this has 
not been done, they can only exprefe their regret, and 
declare, that they always meant to employ perfons of 
integrity and virtue only in this pleafing office. 

Miflipnaries were mentioned, in the laftpan^raph, as 
employed by the Society. Thefe Miflionaries were fent 
to the vacant towns and plantations in the eaftern p^rts 
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of* this commonwe^th, and the Society have been en- 
abled to fend them by means of grants made to them by 
the General AfTembly of this comihonwealth. In con- 
iequence of a petition from the Society, prefented in the 
year 1 79 1, the Treafurer was direfted to pay them five 
hundred dollars a year, for three years. An account of 
the manner in which this money had been expended, 
was printed, and laid before the General Court, January^ 
1 795, with a petition, that the grant ihould be conti- 
nued. This was fo far complied with, as that the Trea*" 
furer was dire£^ed to advance five hundred dollars more 
to the Society. This they have expended in the follow-^ 
ii^ manner, viz. ' 

Dollars. 

* • 

The fum remaining of the former grant was 70 

Received of the Treafurer in 1796, . . . 506 

ii I* 



Paid in 1796. To Rev. Mr. Coffin, . . 100 

Rev. Mr. Johnfon, . 1 00 
Rev. Mr. Strickland, for| 
a hiiffion of 3 months, J " 
In 1797. To Mr. Coffin, .... 106 

Rev. Mr. Eaton, . . 100 



SS^ 



Remains of the grants, 20 

The perfons whom the Society have employed as 
"Miflionaries, were either perfonally known to them, or 
were recommended, by perfons in whom they could^ 
place confidence. They have reafon to believe tliat their 
fervices were ufcfulj they know that they were accept? 
able. The people attended upon their miniftrations with 
great readinefs and apparent fatisfaftion. They bap* 
tized great numbers of children, and many adults. lo 
fcyeral places they have gathered churches, and in.motc 
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hare eftabliihed and confiTmesd habits of regard to tW 
duries and offices of religion which were fornied bc{oce# 
Their difcourfcs and their converfation have teoded to 
check the prt^rcfs of error and vke, and to coofirm tbe 
wavering. Full and grateful tefliaiOQials have been ff> 
ceived by the Society from many places on thefe Tub- 
jeds ; and earneil requefls presented to them^ that they 
would continue their attentions of this kind. Should 
the grants be continued by theGenecal Afiembly (which 
they hope), thefe requelb wili be complied with* 

The allowance made to the Miffionaries of fifty dol* 
]ars a month will not be deemed extnavagant, whenii is 
faid, that they are always ordained minmers, jtirfao hwc 
a charge at home, and a pulpit which they mud fupply. 
This, it isexpcfted, they will do from their allowance; 
and they are charged alio never to be burdenfome tofhe 
people among whom they minifter, but to prove to them 
that a difinterefled regard to their good alone has in- 
duced their vifit. 

-But, the views of the Society, with refpeft to the man- 
ner in which' their miflions (hould "be condu(fted, vt'iVL ap- 
pear more plainly from the following copy of the inftruc- 
tioQs which are regularly given to all tWir Mlfiionaries, 
viz. 

« To A. B. Miffionary, &c. 
« Rev. Sir, 

" YOU will pleafe to attend, during your miffion, to 
the following inflruftions, adopted by the Society for 
propagating the gofpel among the Indians, and others in 
North-America, and given to all their Miflionaries. 

** Firft. You will improve every opportunity of giv- 
ing private and public religious infliriu^ions to the ob^ 
jeSs of your miffion. You will not fi^Eer aiday to pafs, 
during the continuance of it, without attempts of this 
kind. . • 

•^ ** Secondly. You will be careful to fpend as little time 
as poffible in places where the people enjoy the ondinao- 
ces of religion. Tbofe who are without thefe privileges, 
the poor and the deftuute, are the objeiSbs of your miflioo. 
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** Thirdly. You will not accept of any reward from 
thdfe to whom you minifter, excepting necefiary fup^- 
p)ort. Let the gofpel be preached freely. 

" Fourthly. You will not, during your miflion, at- 
tempt the purchafe of lands, or any other fecular bufinels^ 
Icfl the people fliould fuppofe that you are governed by 
intetefted motives in coming among them. 
. *• Fifthly* You will keep a daily Journal, from the 
time of your leaving home^ of your proceedings, parti- 
cularly a lift of the baptifms which you may adminifter» 
^nd an exa£t account of the manner in which you diftri- 
bute the books entrufted to your care. The Society 
wiih you the prefence and bleffing of Heaven ; and in 
their name, I fubfcribe myfelf your, &c. 

C. D. Prefident/* 
« E- F. Secretary/* 

It has been the cuftom of the Society to advance oile 
half of their allowance to the Miffionaries on their iet-^ 
ting out, but not to pay the other till they have ex- 
hibited the journal requited by the above inftrudions« 

Confcious that they have-no other motive than a wifh 
to do good, the Society fubmit the above account . of 
the manner in which they have difcharged their truft, 
to the General Affembly and to their fellow citizens^ 
They may have erred in their judgments, but they 
know that their intentions have been pure. They afk 
the aid of the government, and of the pious and mimi* 
ficent, to enable them to profecute the objeds of their 
inftitution; and requeft the prayers of all good men, 
that the bleffing of Heaven may crown their endeavours . 
with fucceis« 

By Order, 

Peter Thatcher, Sec'ry* 

* 

Bofion, Januarys 1798* 
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A brief AbfiraSl of the Proceedings and Fund of the Maf» 

fachufetts Mijfionary Society. 

AN imprefTion of the importance of the knowledge 
of the gofpel of Chrift to the prefent interefb^ 
and Specially to the future (alvation of men, and a folici- 
tude for thofe portions of the human race which are ei« 
ther partially or totally deftitute of this knowledge, origi* 
natedTHEMASSAcptJSETTS Missionary Society. 
k was inilitvted in 179$) and, at its firft meeting. 
May 28, in that year, it cohfifted of tUrfy-eizhi mem- 
bers. Its conftitution was, foon after publimed, with 
an Addfcfs to all Chriftians defirous of the propagatioi^ 
of the gofpel, foliciting their ferious attention to the ob- 
jeA contemplated by the Society. This objeft is de- 
clared,, in the conftitution, to be, **^ to^iffufe the know- 
ledge of the gofpel among the Heathens, as well as 
other people in the remote parts of oxir country, where 
Ghrift is feldom or never preached.*^ A fmaH fund was 
' T&ifed by the tontribution df the membeiB o( the So- 
ciety and of others ; and feveral minifters were chofen to 
form a miffi^cxi to the frontiers o£ the United States. 
Obftacles prevented the elected MifBonaries from en- 
gaging in the fervice. The fuccefs of the inftitution, 
however, fp far as it relates to the acceifion of naembers 
and an accvunulation df the fond, has been fully equal 
toTfhc expeftation of the Society. At the annual meet- 
ing, on the 27th of laft May, it appeared, that the 
whole number of members was erne hundred and nint^ 
teen: and the fund amounts to upwards of a tbouiand 
dollars, and is increafing bolh from the annual contri- 
butions of its members, and the liberal donations of the 
pious and liberal. 

Encouraged by its augmented refources, the Society 
at tbeirhft meeting, voted to employ four Miffionarics, 
the enfuing fummer, to commence a ferious executioa 
of its dcfign. Four ordained minifters Were, accordingly, 
elcfted for the miffion^ two of whom, by direftion 
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of the traftees, are deftined for the province of Maine, 
a'nd two for the weftern frontiers. 

Ought not the fmiles of the Great Head of the church 
on the firft efforts of the Society to be religioufly and 
gratefully acknowledged as a token /or ^ood ? Ought they 
not to fticnulate!Cbriftians to afford the inftitution the 
concurrent aids of their pecuniary contribution, of their 
perfonal influence, of their prayers, and of their zealcais 
exertions ? But we are anticipating what does not pro* 
perly belong to this ftatement of fads. The motives 
for giving the Society a prompt and pious patronage are 
fully exhibited in the fubjoined Addrefs^ May the pe- 
rulal of it excite in the bofoms of its readers th^t fpirit of 
Cbriftian philanthropy and charity, which will infure their 
co-operation in promoting the benevolent purpofes of 
the Society, and caufe tie bteffing of many that are reaify 
to perifi to come upmi tl^n ! 

June 24, 1 8oo. 

The Officers of the Society for the enfuing year, are • 

Rev. Nathanael Emmons, D. D. Prefident. 
Rev. Samuel Auftin, Secretary. 
Deacon John Simpkins, Treafurer. 
Jlev. Meffrs. David Sanford, 

Daniel Hopkins, 

Ezra Weld, 

Samuel Spring, 

Samuel Niles, 



Jofeph Barker, 
Samuel Auftin, 
Abiel Holmes, 
Jonathan Strong, 



V Truflees. 
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An Addrefs of the Majfachufetts Mtffionary Society to iJt^ 

PubUc. 

Men, Brethren, and Fathers, 

THE charitable objeft of the Massachusetts 
Missionary Society, is the only apology for 
this friendly Addrefs* • For, to diiiufe the knowledge of 
the gofpel famong the heathen and other people almaft 
deftitute of it, manifeftly correfponds with the command 
of Chrift, and the benevolence of his difciples. 

Alas, how dark the moral ftate of the world from 
Adam to the Saviour ! How <iark alfo the period from 
the Chriftian era to the pfefent time! For though it is 
computed that the earth contains eight hundred millions 
of human inhabitants, we find but fifty millions on the 
proteftant lift, and nearly /v^ hwuired millims on the lift 
of benighted Pagans. Jews, Mahometans, and others, 
whofe religious theory is diverfe from the gofpel, com- 
prife the reft. The flock of Chrift has always been 
fmall : and Zjon ftill mourns becaufc but few celebrate 
her folenyi feafts. 

But, let us paufe a moment. How long fhall this 
dark period of the church continue ? Shall the adverlary 
controul the human race till the final confummation ? 
Is this the decree of the Almighty ? We do not thus read 
the fcriptures. We rather believe Satan will (hortly lofc 
his malignant influence, and that all nations will embrace 
the JLord Jefus. Remembering then, that Zion*s God 
diredtsall the revolutions of kingdoms and empires ; that 
the hearts of all men are in his hand, we cannot but 
thankfully notice the chriftian charity and zeal which 
have lately originated and endowed fa many Miffionary 
Societies^ both in Europe and America, as a precious 
token for good. To the eye of faith there is, at this 
revolutionary penod, at this birth-day of interefting 
events, a peculiar concurrence of divine operations to 
haften thepromifed time, when tJ:€ ivUdenuf^ JImll bhf 
pm as therofcy and the wkolc ujorld be fiucd \i:ith the glory 



'Addrefsvf the Majfachufetis Mijfionary Society. 43 7 

of falvaiion. While, therefore, we expe6t the rapid 
wheels of providence will foon introduce the joyful days 
of Zion, Ihall not the followers of the Lamb gird up 
their loins and double their diligence? If we wifli to dif- 
pel the fatal ignorance which broods over the minds of 
millions of the wretched natives ; if we wifti to arm our 
infant fettlements againft the incrcafing powers of infi- 
delity : in one word, if we fuprcmely love the glory of 
God in the falvation of fouls, let us harmonize with the 
jjpirit of gofpel miffions : For until the eleft (hall be ga- 
thered; or Chrift Ihall recall his fervants from their la- 
bours, this command, " Preach the gofpel to every crea- 
iureC* will remain in full force. Inftcad of dreaming, 
like idle men, that there is a lion in the way, let us ad- 
vance in the name of the Lord, and remove every diffi- 
culty, and furmount every obftacle. By perfonal exer- 
tions, merely, we can do nothing; but by tlie gracious 
influence of the Almighty we can do all things : For the 
Lord efTefts the purpofes of his grace, not by the wif- 
dom and power of man, but by the energy of his holy 
Spirit. If we embrace Chrifl to condud and fupport ^^ 
us, .we have nothing to fear but our own declenfion. 
Oppofition will fly before us, and mountains become 
pUins. Let not the day of fmall things be defpifed. 

Let preachers of the gofpel, who are befl qualified for 
Miflionaries. accept the elevated office, and magnify it 
from end to end of our extenfive and deflitute territory. 
Let our brethren, both in the city and country, who 
pofTefs property, pofTefs alfo charitable hearts, and im- 
prove their riches by fupporting faithful miffions, till the 
wildernefs fhall bow before the king of Zion : For what 
(Qualified Miffionaries can quit their domeflic and paro- 
chial connexions, and fpend their time, and exhauft their 
ftrength, among the remote fettlements, without incur- 
ring heavy expenfe ? The labourer is worthy of his hire; 
and to fupport the moft ufeful miffions, we mufl be fur- 
nifhedwith anfwerable funds. But the earth is the Lord's, 
and the fullnefs thereof: and we willingly believe, that 
Jie will op^n the hearts of rich men, and fpeedily furnifb 
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pecuniary means to ereft gofpel churches beyoiiyd $h^ 
Weflern mountains and lakes, where the perifhingQa-- 
tives are offering facrifices to devils. Prayer ^nd pecu- 
niary aid are both neceffary to carry into effeft the iK>b\e 
defign of Miffiohary Societies : And is it poffible for the 
work to fail while Chriftians pray fervently for its fuccefs, 
and men of property love the fouls of their fellow mor- 
tals ? How eafy for a fmall number of men, who pof- 
fefs but a common fhare of property, to fupport feveral 
Miffionaries from y^ar to-year? A thoufand dollars only 
of gofpel charity will furnifh much bread for (larving 
fouls in the wildernefs. 

While the Society wifely improves donations, andge- 
nerouily rewards faithful Miffionaries, wKy ftiall not our 
fund increafe like a river which is fupplied by tfaioufands 
of brooks and unremitting fprings ? All good men \ove 
to do good, and to communicate. For it is more biefled 
to give than it is to receive. Let the children of prof* 
pcnty, therefore, take the advantJ^e of their prc^rty* 
and devote a fmall fliareof it, at lead, to ornament the 
temple of falvation. Let them give a portion to {hvea^ 
and alfo to eight. - Money devoted to the M'lQionary 
fund is fo much precious property previoufly lodged in 
the bank of heaven. Chrift loves and will bountifully re- 
ward the cheerful giver. A fingle cent of gofpel charity, 
in Chrift's eftimation, is more valuable than mines of 
filver and gold in the contrafted hands of felfi(hnefs« 
Shall we then be remifs while the falvation of thouianda 
depends on Miffionary exertions ? Shall we not commi- 
ferate the vaft number of children who never faw the 
Bible, nor any of Chrift's minifters ? Shall we be atten- 
tive to objeds of the lead importance, and negle6t thofe 
of the greateft importance ? Shall we be out-done by the 
men of the world? Shall the mifer painfully penetrate 
the bowels of the earth in queft of glittering duft ? Shall 
the merchant meet every danger of the elements, both 
at home and abroad, to accumulate wealth ? Shall the 
emulous Ions of fcience wafte the midnight lamp, and 
even life itfelf, to regMer their names' among the lite- 
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rati ? Shall Columbus, and other navigators, quit their 
native (horcs, and explore the globe, amidft all the in- 
clemency of the feafons, and other indefcribable dangers, 
to difcover a new Ipot of land to perpetuate their names ? 
Shall kingdoms and empires be depopulated? Shall 
ftiillions ot the human race bleed and die to procure the 
viftor's laurel ? Shall'the great eft efforts be made, and 
the greateft fuffcrings be endured, for nothing; and fliall 
we negled the falvation of immortal fouls ? Shall Chrif- 
tians be furpafled in exertions by the children of this 
world ? No. Let us then turn the tables, and be influ- 
enced by the example of enterprifingMiflionaries. Shall 
the unwearied Jefuits fly from weft to eaft, and caft to 
weft, thoufands of leagues, to profelyte the Pagans? 
Shall the benevolent and pioufly enterprizing Mofavi- 
ans explore the northern regions, and bleed, and freeze, 
and die, to warm and comfort the hearts of the poor 
heathen, with divine love and grace ? Shall Ellioty 
Brainard^ and others of congenial fouls, forever wear the 
(parkling crowns which they earned among the nativ6 
tribes ? Shall Britifli Chrifti^ns, at the prefent day, bear 
the glad tidings of grace to the other fide of the world ? 
Shall all thefe, and many more examples, be prefented 
to our view in vain? In one word, (hall Chrift die to 
give us an opportunity to promote the falvation of man, 
and fliall we remain indolent, and let them be loft for- 
ever? God forbid. For how, alas! can wc cfcape, if 
we negledl the nieans in our power of promoting the great 
falvation of others? Let us then fliow ourfelves men, 
and aft according to truth. What would be the duty 
of the heathen were we in their condition and they in 
Ours? Suppofe the change to be aftually made; fup- 
pofe them now clothed with gofpcl advantages, and we 
deftitute : Would it be their duty to blefs us ? Shall We 
not then blefs them ? For the golden rule is divide, md 
muft be adopted in order to meet the folemri prccefs of 
the great day with confolation. Blefled are thole who 
love the fouls of others as they ought t6 love their own, 
for they will be approved by their Judg^. Bat how fliall 
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others who rieglcft to furnifli the deftitute with go(pei 
advantages, endure the criterion which Chrift will hnat^ 
ly adopt ? For, to negledt the falvation of fouls, is 
to negleft and difregard the Saviour. The faithful 
only will finally receive the crown of eternal life; but 
how can men be faithful who knowingly negleft their 
advantages to fpread the knowledge of falvation among 
the deftitute ? " Go out and compel them to come in, 
" that my houfe may be filled/' is the unalterable in- 
jundion of divine grace. With this the apoftles uni- 
formly' complied, and were they to revifit the world, 
neither the heathen tribes, rtor any other deftitute peo- 
ple, would be ncgleftcd. Every quarter of the gJobe, 
the moft folitary places not excepted, would witnefs the 
pungent inftruftions of Paul, the burning zeal of Peter, 
and the divine eloquence of ApoUos, Faithful men ! 
ample reward 1 

Now, Chriftian friends and fellow mortah^ arc thcfe 
things interefting ? The reprefentation we confefs is ma- 
nifeftly inadequate to the objeft. The one half is not 
told \ but the path of duty is plain io tbbfe who are 
willing to embrace it. The field is wide, the work is 
great, and the encouragement is moft excellent. If we 
feek the Lord, we ftiall find him: If we devoutly ac- 
knowledge him in our charitable attempt to diflFufe the 
knowledge of the gofpel, he will guide and fupport us. 

While then the members of the Society will pundu- 
ally and faithfully attend the bufinefs of the annual meet- 
ing according to the fpirit of the conftitution ; and while 
the Trufteesand Miffidnaries, it is hoped, wiUaA anfwer- 
ably to the repofed confidence, ftiall we not expect God*s 
blefling ? Shall we not experience the charity, and realize 
the liberal donations of Zion's friends who are not mem- 
bers of the Society ? Fervent p^i^yers and generous dona- 
tions are particularly ncceffary to fupport the caufe which 
we advocate. Will a gracious *God own and blcfs the 
Society, and make it extenfively ufcful to the fouls oi 
men, and plentifully reward its benefadors, and fill the 
world with the glory of his great name. 
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a €om/e View of the prefent State of Evangelical He^ 

ligion throughout the World. 

\j ' [Continued'tom ^ge 320, and cbncluded.] 

SWitZERLAisTD. ' 

FtSSING Alp the Rhine to its fourcc, we lyiow, at 
Francldfort: and Neuwiedl» and probably at other 
places, that thfere.is a &tthful people, witneffing to the 
power of the gofpel, extending their defires to the Hea- 
^ then, and longing for the fpread of faving truth into all 
l^ds. We have aHiired evidence^ that the Swifs Can- 
tons; however didined iA religion, or ravaged by inva<» 
ders, are not deftitute of the livii^ power of godlineis^ 
and many are aflbcilated for the revival of true Chriftiani- 
ty. At Bafd and Zurich are found men in whom is the 
Spirit df the Jiving God, who are united to fpread his 
glorious gofpel around them, and are zealoufly difpofed 
to forward Miflionaty eiSbrts among the Heathen. Such 
a marked evidence cv aiftive exerti<ins manifeils the re- 
maining power of divine grace in the tnidft of tbemj 
and that from them fhall the word of God again founds 
forth, and that they ihall be made ble0ed and happf 
inftruments in the preaching of the everlafting gofpeh 

FRANCE. 

In the prefent convulfed and turbid ftate of that grea^ 
liation J where ^1 telijgion feems for a while to be over- 
turned, it is difficult to fay what tnie religion is yet hid-* 
den among them, and what may be hoped, when quiet 
of any kind> and a fettled government, (hall fucceed tci 
the fute of war^ and ravage, under which all the pro^ 
vinces groan. Many proteftants are found holding faft 
the faithful word. We know that in Languedoc an 
earned dcfire has been expsefled, to fend among them 
niiniftcrs, who (hould preach the pure gofpel of Chrift. 
We have evidences that fome fuch are labouring with 
leal in Alface, in conneftion with the Society at Bafil : 
.and it can hardly be doubted, that in other places. 

Vol. L No. 6. F 
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however the fpirit of Proteftant zeal may have dcdinecf, 
that the Lord hath not left himfelf without witncflcs. 
When the day (hall come, that friendly intercourfe be- 
tween contending nations (hall be reftored, the number 
of thefc will probably be found more than we expcded, 
and the very miferies of the kingdom to have contributed 
to call men's minds to a deeper confideration of eternal 
things^ Though I can locdc only to thofc of the re- 
formed religion for the extenfiod' of the Redeemer's 
kingdom^ and believe it is from them it mud arife; t 
tnean not to fuggeft. that real fpi ritual men may not be ^ 
' found among the French Catholics, who have not re- 
nounced the Lord JefusChrift^ though tbey may .have 
been retrained from more open confeifion of htm in thofe 
days of rebuke ' and blafpheniy ; and this good, I truft, 
fiiall arife out of all the evils which have preceded, that 
men's mihds will be more prepared for the goipel-Word, 
and greater liberty in religious matttfs be admitted^ 
whatever party m^y finally prevail, than wa^ before* 
The very kindnefs (hewn to their exHes> wilJ tesu:h^ at 
ka(t, a more tolerant fpirit. If the barriers of bigotry 
ire broken down, and ibme of the ilumbltng^blibcks re« 
moved but of the way, divine ttuth will find eafier dc- 
cefs; aftd, whenever the Lord ihall fpeak the word^ 
great will be the company of the preachers. Why may 
not this people, after all its convul(ions, become a praite 
in the earth?' * 

• From this review, therefore, of the Proteftant caufe 
on the continent, there appears, in all lands, a precious 
feed counted to the Lord for a generation, and a body 
ready foraftive fervice, though miall, and of no reputa- 
tion, yet among the weak things of God that are ftronger 
than men. 

In all the Catholic countries, a ftatc of great debility 
has been apparent, and the vials of wrath have been par- 
ticularly poured out on the throne of the beaft. The 
ecckfiaftics, the convents, and all the wealth and mag- 
nificence attached to them, have been in an cfpccial 
DQianaer the obje<fts of de^udtion i and arc fo fallen^ as 
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pxs>h2h\y never to rife up a^^in to their formic wdgbt 
^nd import^ce. The prevalence of impiety ancl iafider 
Jity, however greatly to be deplored, has c^il <5X)nt5tupt 
upon the dogmas of Popery, an^ |5)of€ned ^very m^n'^ 
Ixmds fropi that fervitude of opinion, in .which, they )^d 
}x;en fo long held, * To read aqd ihl^K'i^ a ILIierty now 
jgener£tl|y U^en \ and however the l^^ft f Hi^gB are abufed, 
the benefits, with all the abufes,: grp^^^y preponderate^ 
Perfecution, on.acccfunt of QpiniflnsiHivitij henceforth, 
inore xlifiicultly befupported, and jtfiftv^^t^els at igaft 
contrQuled* A (enie of inteire(^,afrfveli'4^ tiie di^^tesof 
hjiqaanity, preicribe^ gr(?^tpr. jfidplgenci^.to men oC<lifr 
ferent fcntiments, : wj^jlft theyi.are ulc/ulj peaceable, and 
iiKltjftrious fubjefts. Ev^n i|ie Ij^j^ffnels, Ubertinifm^ ' 
ftnd;unwrrl^lrag?..forp\cfifur«, bftw^ver crimb^l. offer 
j\o ftjch barriers jo divine truthittod. the ponviftions of 
^onfcieoee, as the f?ilfe religion, fuperftitions pra<f^icesl, 
^Sd^ commutations r of Popetyn, Th^er idea of pardon 
l>6«ng4o be jnjrci^f fe4: i5» this lifi5ta»4!*«'tgrments of th* 
jiext bought off, weF$: (i>uch m^ji^rf^teJjopiales to th« 
confciencc ths^jajl the fpggeftipos.pfrM^dity, The 
Ifttur l$ft; the h^w't more ppp n tO;tb« fword of the Spirit, 
fifhiph is the.M^ord ^/^i, theDforiwr fteiJlpd men 
fg^^jgt ^11 ponvi4|on, i%p4 inUed the coofcience afleep in 
ja pretended r^llgipus ho^j. ^^ there was no hopeu 
.TThus, all t]>e wfc^mftw^^; owfidiwredr in all the lands 
of. Popery, the obftrqftioro are certaittly diminilbed, and 
the way of accefs jgaCc^r for tjie adi*iffioii of evangelical 
iry^h, and a fxlfint ps^ptfnation miack /or the way of the 
jlord- I have no'dqubt that a few years will fee the pure 
'gofpel ;pre4ch|§4f)n, France, and evep in. that bigotted 
■co^ntrj^, the Ji^Jl^etlands, jjtaly, r«fcucdt^ the war- 
jy<¥[^^^t'^he Qri^K a%4^ Proteftant profejpSons, in a great 
^^^l^ife, <5a4':ter#y>3forbid toleration \q the religion of 
^eir- defendeiT^vf^lkfJ Spi^in aftd Portugal,, though laft, 
^tV.i^^ the end,, (hail be^lightened. with the; beams of 
gJ^fp^Vfirace. In tbo iCQmideration, therefore, of all cir- 
i?«EBftances on the Continent, I canncft but infer the 
igr^ ^cpknfiQD of the Popifh power, the more abundant 
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facility fbr the admiflion of religious inquiry, and tlie 
probability, that as the arms of pe'rfccution are weakenecf , 
the exertions of the faithful will be increafed y and a 
jiart of the prcffure being taken off the (pring, its elafli- 
city will overcome the remaining refiftance. I look for- 
ward to the iipproaching century with hope, for great i n- 
f reafe of tl:tfj me true church kA -the redeemed, who(e 
names are wijitten in heaven. • * 

THE BRITISH ISLES. 
' Britain feems preferved in a peculiar manner for tic 
jpurpofes of Gd<J's-^lory in the revival of religion in the 
«arth. Providentially favoured with an extenfion of 
fcommerce, fiidhas no nation ever before poilcfled; enr 
abled by hec refources to (lop the ravages of the Gallic 
torrent, which threatened' to fweep the earth with dcfo- 
lation \ and in her bo&m containing a body of fuch faith* 
ful people, as perhaps no other kingdom on the earth 
cat! prpduce : the anoazing^ncreafe of gofpel-truth among 
ourfelves, the fpirit df activity which* hath been of late 
exerted to n:)akeknbwtt the glory, and to ere6t fhe king- 
dom of our Imiiianuel in the hearts of men—tbe tnany^ 
and mcreafing affocintions, to diffb/e the knowledge of 
Chriftjefus^-^theydftriun^bcrbf faithful witneffes fifing 
up at home— and the Ireadinefs of a multitude to devote 
themfelvcs td the fenttcc of the Heathen in all lands.— 7 
All thefethinj^'fpeakan>»r2t highly aufpicious to the 
progrefs of evangelical relig^blij-andthe moire extenfivc 
fpread of true Chriftianity^ iHah oUr times had before 
feen or hoped for, ^r any of the; al^ that are pad pre* 
fented to our view. It i^ indeed yet but the morning 
fpread upon the mountains; but if God will Work, it 
fliall Ihine more fand toore unto the per(e6t day. De* 
ploring, a? we^ftlyniay,*the wide fpreading ravages of 
infidel opinions^; the eager purfu its. ol diffipation which 
abounding wealth affords y the- earthly tempers engen- 
dered andnounihed by great commercial engagements; 
and the irxeligion'of the many, the wife, the mighty, and 
the noble ; yet is there found in the midil of us, a great 
and adive body, who h^ve the kingdom of the Looi 
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' find his Chrift fupremely at heart, and are willing td 
Ipend and be fpcnt in this bleffed work. Nor at any- 
time fince the Reformation hath there bepn found a 
xnore diifufed knowledge of the trtiths of the gofpel, and 
a rhore apparent difpoiGtion to extend the communica.- 
tion of them to the ends of the earth. 

It Ts a favourable feature in t he comparifon of ouf con- 
dttion with other nations, that in our feminaries of 
learning, open infidcHty meets no encouragement. Our 
iiniveriities profefs orthodoxy; and however they hav6 
glared in the general tint, and been degraded in the fcale 
of ChrifHan graces j there is ftill found in the midftot 
thein' a precious feed, and increafing, ot thofe who are 
iiot alhamed of the gofpel of Chrift. And though too 
inany come forth who have drank of the bitter waters, 
iand go out to feek their place in the worldly fanftuary 
0f tht church, eager to fccure its preferments, and little 
fcareful of the fouls comnciittpd to their charge; yet fome 
;are found men of a different ftamp, who have not fo 
learrjed Chrift,5but have been taught, by the great Inter- 
'etcr,* tlie things whiqh be of the Spirit of God, and 
ithfiiUy preach and teach Jefiis Chrift. It^is alfo 4 
fingular {okch. for. good, that fevcral highly-promifing 
icriiinaries are efeftcd entirely with a view to maintaiii 
the purity of gofpel- truth, into which none are inten- 
tionally admitted, nor from which any are fent out, but 
luch as give reafonable ground of confidence, that they 
have themiyves tafted that the Lord* is gracious, and 
cxpeft no higher honour or reward, than to be able to 
tcftify to others ftow gracious that Lord is, and' how 
\AcSkA are they -who 'know, love, ferve, and enjoy him. 
About twothpufand fach we have in therAidft of us al- 
ready labouring, and heard by about fix hundred thou- 
fand'atiditors with ferious attention : and whilft the num- 
ber of the faithful preachers is continually rncreafing, 
$he Lotd is*pleafed to add unto his church daily of fuch 
us (hall be.faved. It is apleafing faft, which in my re- 
fearches has copie under«iy own knowledge, and (hould 
^imtllate to growing aAivity in the work of God, that 
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the labours of an individual have been blefled fo cxteii-> 
lively, as to have called about forty perfons to thekaovir« 
kdge of the truth under his miniflry,. who are nav 
preaching the gofpel, or have finilh^d their cpurfe witU 
|oy. A land where God has been plcafed fo evidently 
to manifeft his power and grace, is, 1 truft, referved, not 
only to be a praife in th^ earth, but the chofen inftru* 
ment in the hand of his providence to promote thecom-!- 
ing of his kingdom ^nd glpry thrQughout a}l natioQS, 
|;ill the expefted end ihall come. . 

; AMERICA 
Contaias ftill in Its bofom, the precious iibeds de{ttne4 
to bring forth fruit unto life eternal through that vaft 
continent. The (Iru^les for liberty have no( proved the 
mort friendly to the prqgrefs of religion, yet the growing^ 
{>opKlation^ and the ipcreafing ioiportance of the Unitea 
States, afford ilrong arguiQents fq expert a great difiu« 
f on of gofpel-knowledge. The fpread of new fettlers, 
fl^rth^r and farther among the Indian nations — the per-f 
fcdt freedom and toleratbn evpry where eftablifhed— rtbc 
pqmber of faithful and. zealous inen, who hold ^/l th^ 
faithful word — the number of Method/ii: Sodcties cvcTy 
where formed — the. /efl:abliIhiTiei>ts of the Moraviao 
brethren— the Societies lately formed iii New-York and 
Conpp(Sticut,.f6r the purpofes of fending the gofpel tq 
their Heathen uei^ibours, ^nd evangelizing, the {ndian 
jribiss — the expiillibn of the French from C^adart-anq 
f he feeblenefs of the Spaniards to the ibuth \ above all^ 
ihe great revival, of religion in naany parts of the Uniti^ 
States before recwded, all confpire to open a, ^bor fqr 
greater diffufipn of truth, and Embolden u^ to expef5| 
faithful Miflipnaries, ^ho (hall frife to qirry thp kiiCHyr 
ledge of falvation, from tjie bapk^ of the Mifli(Bppi| 
throqgh the yet unexplored regiqns that lead to the Paci<* 
fie Ocean^ I have, before me an account of efforts ipade 
and making to traverfe this yaft expanfe, and to form \ 
communication with the weftcrn coafts fo lately furyey- 
^d. by Captaiii Vancouver apd Captain Broughtopp . Mr. 
Mackenzie, from Montreal^ has reached the f^arcoai^ 
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not far from Nbotka Sound, and rettirned. But if com-* 
jnercial purpofes can lead men to fuch attempts, furcly 
the fouls of men are* a greater objeft, tod demand more 
mighty efforts to feek and fave them^ Every day thd 
pradicability of enlarging' the circle is more af^rent^ 
and whilft the meanS of new fettlementsin thefe unknowri 
regions multiply, a ftrong difpofition appears to carry th<J 
gofpcl, as well as the commerce and arts of Europi^, td 
the numbers of favage nations, which occupy this vaft 
territory. 

THE ISLES OF THE GREAT SOUTHERN 

OCEAN 

Are yet more acceffible, and have engaged particulaf 
attention; and though difficulties and di(appbintments 
retard the progrefs of thofc men of God, who are engaged 
in this highly laudable attempt, to tarry the everlaltmg 
gofpel to thefe populous and fruitful iflands, yet fuch si 
commencement hath been made, fuch a fund provided^ 
fuch evidence obtained of the prafticability of the at* 
tempt, and fuch facilities for the execution of it, that it 
can hardly be doubted, but that in a very few years that 
hemifphere will turn to the Sun of rightcoufnefs, and en- 
joy the brightnefs of his fhinihg. Peculiarly favourable 
circumflances will engage attention to thefe countries. 
The fertility of the foil — the beauty and healthinefs of 
the climate- — the uncivilized flateof the natives, which 
gives Europeans fo great an advantagq over them — the 
facility wherewith fettlements may be formed — and the 
eafinefs with which they can be maintained — befides the 
probability, that the fpirit of commerce and adventure 
will make fome eflay to fecure the firfl advantages, and 
forward civilization, if the gofpcl, which we have fent 
them, flwuld not, by its own divine power, produce all 
the happy elFefts upon the natives, which we hope and 
expeft to hear. 

ASIA, 

Teeming with an immenfe population, offers,, through 
the fettlements of the Europeans, a door of hope for the 
entrance of the evcrlafting gofpel.* In Bengal, a noble 
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attempt has been made by the Baptifls, wbich» tboogti 
yet a day of fmall things, we hope (hail have great in* 
creaie ; it affords one proof more^ that when zeal is awake^ 
there is no fuch lion m the flreets as (hould affright with 
his roaring; Other attetnpts^ though feeble, are making 
to fend the tight of truth into that benighted r^ion^ 
where, though thoufands and ten thoufands of Europe-* 
uns have fettled for the ob^efts of gain,' few have thought 
thofe of: godlincfs worth purfuing, and in all that can bo 
called religion, the difference between a Chriftian, aMa* 
h0iried4n,.and a Gentoo, is but the flame. On the Ma- 
jlabar coafl, a few, and but a few, labour as a kind of for- 
lorn hope, under, the patron^e of the Society in £x>n* 
don, for propagating the gofpeL Their numbers thinnc^l 
by deaths and not repienifhed by men of equal fpirit 
with the departed^ the miflion languiHies, and calls for 
.more vigour in the purfuit of the ol^eft, and greater care 
in the feleftion of the MiflionarieSi A new Society of 
iheEpifcopal clergy, lately formed, will^ it is io be hoped; 
take thefe delblate regions into their care, and turn their 
attention to thefe countries, where Brzmhz, and Maho^ 
med yet reign uncontrouled ; and where all the vaft and 
populous countries, from the Tracian Bofphorus to Ja- \ 
pan, are almoft deftitute of every fpark of Chriflianity, 
and lying in the darknefs of fpiritual death : O that they 
might awake to newnefs of life ! 

AFJIICA, 
Dark as her footy inhabitants, and overwhelmed witk 
iieathen ignorance, or the Mahomedan delufion, waits 
for the Sun of righteoufnefs. A gleam has darted on her 
coafls, at Sierra Leone, and the Cape of Good Hope^^ 
the harbinger of a bleffed day^ At prefent, however, 
few, very few, are found labourers in this uncultivated 
vineyard. The report from Sierra Leone affords no (an- 
guine expcftation from that quarter. The labours of 
the good Moravians at the Cape, prefent a more hope- 
ful appearance. The attempt of Dr. Vanderkcmp and 
his afibciates, has begun with the moft promifing ap* 
jpcaranccs^ and if tho increafe be anfwerable to the com- 
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• 
fnencenleht) the harveft will be plenteous. The la- 
mentable condition of fo immcnfe a body of our fellow- 
xiien cannot but awaken the cries of the fsuthful for 
more labourers in this vineyard, and to exped, from the 
providential opening ialready made, that Ethiopia and 
Saba will foon ftretch out their hahds unto God. 

From the whole of this review, it cannot but ftrike 
the attentive obfcrver, hx)w very circumfcribed is the ex- 
tent of the church of the living God, and how immenfe 
the nations dill deftitute of the light of life, who are, 
notwithftanding^ given to Chrift for his inheritance, and 
who (hall come forth from darknefs, and (hew them- 
felves at the divine call^ when he ihall come to claim 
the throne, whofe right it is, and to " overturn, over- 
** turn, overturn," all the enemies who (hall rife up 
i^amft him. If we merely reafoned on the difficulties, 
and the power we poflefs, our hearts might well faint, ^ 
and our hands be feeble ; but if we believe the great and 
precious promifes, all things are poffible to him that be- 
lieveth. Heaven and earth fhall pafs away^ but one jot 
or tittle of God's word of prophecy and promife (hall 
soever pafs away until the whole is fulfilled. Thd things 
impofBble for men are pofiible to God. 
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From the (Edinburgh) Christian Maoazine. 

REMARKS ON the trival Use of the L0T> 
AND ON STATE LOTTERIES. 

w — .■ ■ H ■ ■ ■ ■ QitandQ . i 

" - Major avarjtue fialuit sinus f. aUa qucM^o 

Hos anlmos /* Juv. 

BY many it is doubted whether, in thefc gofpcl-days, 
the ule of the lot be in any cafe allowable. With- 
out entering into this queflion at prefent, it will furely be 
granted, that the inconfiderate employment of it is fin- 
tul; that, being a diredt appeal to the Almighty, itfhould 

♦ Fuefy translated—*^ When did avarice more abound? When 
were chance-games, or references 10 the lot, more common V* 
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be made ovAj on the tnoft momentous' occafions^ and 
ilaould be conduded with foipmnity and pcsiyer, sfiter 
the example of the apoftlesattliechooiing of a ccdkagoc. 
Let us briefly feq the optQioD of good mta on this 
fubjedt. " The lot is an appeal to Godi, and Jaw&il to 
be ufed in matiecs not ctJiifwiJe detfrminabU^ peovided it 
be done in a fdemB, religions, ounner, and with prayer. 

Henry. • ** Lots are an appeal to Providcfice, and it 

becomes ujs to ufe^bcm fer ioufly in important cafes, that 
can't well he determined ptherwije^ and not abont trifles 
in a ludicroiftS way.** ^ife,. -mi " Games of chance 
are contraiy to the tinerring mle which (hoidd reguls^ 
our condu£):.' . There b an elSential difference between 
^ £ach games^' and ti^ofe of ipere &.ilK In the u(e of any 
|. thing that depends not immediately on fecond caufes, 
there is a tacit appeal to Providence for a ded£on." — 
** To v(fe the lot, then, on trifling occafions, for mere 
amufement, and without any Teribos regard to the will 
o^ the Almighty, iis to tabuipit, . to.. pro&ne the facred 
name, and to proftitute a divine Ordinance." Jerment^ 
■f Other aut-hors m"^ht be quoted, bot thtic arc fa- 
miliar, arid tbeic writings are acoeffibie to e:very pecfon. 
- The ** days of purim'* (lots) fedn to have revived. 
It is nov^ no uncommon thing to fee naen determining 
difputed civiradvahtages by lot. Baleful is the example 
when Ghrifti^ns give into this pradice of fortilcge,* 
What are called rajksy and lotteries of evefy forty whe- 
ther condudled by men <rf eminence, or by paltry em- 
pirics, (hould by them be ditcountenanced. 

It is readily granted, that there is no t^xt diredtly pro-» 
iiibitory oi the Jbkmrt ufe of the lot, although its expedi- 

. t It is, pity that a great religions Society in England should annu<* 
^lly appoint its Dire^ors by lot. That the first appointment, asm a 
manner degrading a certain number of members, was a delicate and 
diifiauU p^eceof business, is i>ead11y allowed ; but that the wisdom of 
the Society is not now equal t^ the choice of its direction by common 
Yotc, wili not even be pleaded by the members themselves ; and they 
will sureFy admit^ that where a thing is clearly within the compass of 
man's coniprehension-and abilities^ it is temping God to require his 
]niracuk>us.interpositioiu > 
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• 

^ncy is not evicfent from Scripture, fiut fijrcly Gbriftif 
ansywko.haye been accuftomed to the itm/zWufeiof the 
iot, or :tQ adventure in the State Lottery:,, xiiay well 
paufeand^confider^ when. they find that.fucfa pradtices 
wexe reg»ttedy and declared unbiw^ t^ heathens theon' 

•-^ Ludfitt dtSior 






vetiidiegibns died. Horace. 



f^ JMorc fkilkd tajdity tt^ .chance-games, which are po^ 
** Ai^Uedby the laws'- * • 

In the reign of Queen Anne,aU lottcrier werefup*. 

f»refiedby ah a& of psrliameht^as nutiances to the puhlic. 
n theixtgnof the late King, ic^eral ftatiwt€awere.ena&ed; 
ftridiy prc^ibit;^!^^ private lolrteiics^ ;dice, cards, and 
otfaer chi^Dce-gaines, tii^rv lit' ^ogile, • ucxkra; high penali- 
ty;.. Thefe adts are ftitl in force againft frk^ate lotteries, 
dicC) 'Sic. though parliament, with n6 great ponftftency, 
authoriles apuUU lottery. Bvea to this day, lip lotteryi^ 
tickets ane ailAtred' tb'bt tnmfafted at Oxford or Canir 
bridge, lefl: the. nuosntrousryooth, who'Tefovt to the& 
faan^ foiiinaries olf rlearhiogy might bdi tainted with a 
paJSon^fbrthat (pedes of gambling* ' i 

Chriftiins are ittftr«ifted:t6^* provide things honcPj^ 
in the ii^ of d^\ n^en," and ftreolteii warned to beware' 
of co^Htoufnefs and avarice. ; Hoyv Chriftiaa dabbiersin 
the State Lott^y will recMcile their conduft to thefe 
pruici{de8: ^ I know not. If they will ;oiily '^<ti^ffionat€ly 
attempt' fuch a reomciliaitiidn, their coiwidticm and re? 
forinatbn muft, I think;, ^idG^. ! - ■■- - 

The tuicommon faccefe*^ which- \^ f^afon attended 
foitie Scottifh adventurers iti tiie Lottery, ts apt now to 
encourage others to fimikr hazards, ^tld tot entice noyv- 
ces to ** try their fortuA6.** ' 

In fomc of the Edinburgh newfpapers' of laft mcntK, 
a lottery advertifement appeared,, which candidty ac- 
knowle^cs, in* the beginning of it^ that ^* Lotteries, rt 
may be (aid, in fonie lort, are moral eh;ilsy utcftimony 
to riie truth, which, a^ coming from the keeriefl: enemy, 
trom tliolif who have every motive to encourage lotte* 
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ries, ought to have the niore*Veight. It then goesoiii 
<^ Yet, like many other evils, the wife and virtuous foay 
turn lotteries to fome good^ Thus, foni^ men are not 
afhamed publicly to recommend to the ^* wife and vir« 
tuous'* the encouragement of *♦ moral evils j^ that ** fiwnc 
good"* may come; In the judgment of Paul, the ^^ dam? 
pation" of fuch men is " juft.'* The fame advertife- 
ment concludes with barefacedly propoiing to &milies, 
** a very little new economy ^^^ and " a very little newin^ 
dujiryi^ fo as to enable them to hold a chmce for a prize 
in the Irifti State Lottery ! 

. A fingle view of the horrid mifery which is yearly ex^ 
hibited at Ouik&AlI, at the drawing of the Brittih St^tc 
Lottery, would cffe&nally wean every pcrfon of feeling 
from encouraging^ Tp the mofl: remote degree, a fyftem 
that drags fo.much unhappinefs in its train. <' In vain,'* 
Xays an elegant and afieAiopatc writer, ^^ in vain govern- 
ment endeavours to fupprefi g^nwing-tables of a certain 
defcription, while it holds tmt the lure qj[ a public lot- 
tery 9 an impolittcal^finfuUand dangerous Tcheme of raif- 
ing money^ It has beggared tfaoufapds, zxkd really enr 
riches none. It leads to the ruin of individuaU, partir 
>^cularly of mechanic? and fcry^pts \ and increafes the ge- 
"neral corruption of morals. Anxiety 6f mind, n^left 
of bufinefsyMntemperance, poverty, theft, and |||^icide, 
^re in its train. It deferyes the feypreft reprobation from 
every ferious and good citizen. .If you encourage that 
wicked, abominable, and- enfnarjAg fchemc» by your 
voice or example, you cooitribvite; to its native and perr 
nicious conf^quenccs. I envy not the principles nor the 
feelings of the man who c^q be pleafed with the greateft 
prize at fv^h ^n expenfe. How different from the ^n 
pf honeft induftry, enhanced by tbil, and fweetened with 
the approbation of a good confciencc !* • The wretches 
above referred to 4re Jn gener^tl, idle^nd diflblutepeifons, 
chiefly women, who haying ip ability to purchate (hares 
of tickets, content themfeives with bettii^ againft each 
other, that fuch a number will come up a prize, and fuch 
an one a blank. Scarcely a ticket is drawn bi^t a howl <^ 
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mifery or groan of difappointment is fet up by fome of 
thefe poor creatures, who arc compcUccJ often to pledge 
the coat or gown on their back, or the ftockings aiid Ihoes 
in which they walk. No one but a fpeftator can form 
any adequate idea of the diftreiSng mifery thus involved 
by the drawing of the lottery, and which, alas \ too fre- 
quently terminates in an Old Bailey trial for theft, or in 
(hocking fuicide 1 This evil cannot be cured but by aban- 
doning the meafure of a State Lottery. ' It w^e impof-^ 
fible almoftfor the pofice to interfere in excluding even 
fuch wretches from Guildhall. If there muftbe' a lottery, 
every perfon has a right to fee it fairly drawn ; and in 
London, the rights of the fubjeft are perhaps mbrefcru- 
puloufly vindicated and iniiiled for, than in places re- 
mote from the feat of government. 

Upon the whole, it feems evident, that neither with 
chance^games for amufement, nor with the State Lot-- 
tery for advantage, fliould Chriftians at all interfere. 

July^ i8c#. GNAI^-PUR.. 



Report of tfie DireHors "to the Members of the London 
MiJJionary Society^ at the Sixth General Meetings held 
tl^i^h jPay of May^ 1800. 
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[E Report which the PireAors have to make to 

the prefent General Meetings will be found to be 

diverfified with mercies and judgments. ^ The concemsr 
of the Mifikmary Society* during the fcift y«ar,- have 
been peculiarly marked with providential interferences : 
it has bccnrlhcLmoft carneft arid- cordial defirc of the Di- 
reftors, that the voice of every, intcrpofition might be 
underftood, and its tendencies. followed and improved. 
And having a£ked under thefe influences, in the diffi- 
cult and diftreffing fcenes which have been prelented to 
them, and with all the diicretion and judgment with 
which it has pleafcd God to favour them, they truft, that 
^heir proceedings will be confidered with Qiriftian can- 
l^pur^ ai)d be confirmed with general approbation^ 



RefHnri bf the DtreSiors of the 

One of the mofl; prominent and importaot events oi£ 
the laft year, which the Dtredors have to notice, is tte 
Femoya}:0f thei greater part of the Mifijonaries who had 
been fettkd ai;Otaheite. Thecircumftances which led 
to this afiidtive event, arid which feem to have made it 
peculiarly . neceflary that the married MifSonaries and 
their families (houki leave that iflaad, have, for the |X€- 
fent, difappointed the pleaiing^ expedatiohs which had 
beenformedy that fcenes o£&cial economy and of docoef^ 
tic and religious happineiswopld have had a powerful aod 
perfuaiiveiofluence on the minds and manners of the na? 
tives^ Seven only of the bretbreq being left, has alfo 
materistHy . dccireafed thofe exertions for the inAnu^'oa 
and coaverfion of the Heathen, which were expeded tq 
be made by this ijiiffioni. On thefe accounts, therefore^ 
it mufl be confidered, thai theextent and magnitude of 
the Society's defigns at that ifland have received a fevere 
check; but it has been. permitted by Him, who couic) 
cflfectualiy have prevented it by the fmalld^ exertion of 
his* Almighty power; — of Him whofe thoughts and 
ways are infinite in wiidoia, and uniearcbaUe in opera- 
tion ;-— of Him, under whofe aufpiccs our brethren had 
been conduced to that diftant part of the globe, and 
whofe caufe among the Heathen, wi tf uft, they were af- 
fiduoufly labouring to pi-omotcl From thefe conlfcra- 
tions wemay iurely eflabliiha firm perfuafion, ahqcUe- 
ri(h aa encouraging hope, tliat ailthougll ^the syent; wh^h 
wcrnour deplore may have been* necetfajy- for the correcr 
tion . of liumah wifdom, and the abaf^oient of human 
confichmce, yet that it will eventually be foUbwed wrtJi 
iuch fuctefs, as could* only have been accbmpJxfiied by 
the might and Spirit of the Lord of Hofts/ ' 

The letters which have been' received from the Mif- 
fionaries, fince their arrival at Port Jaokfon, do not de- 
tail' thofe particulars whicfe are neceflary to our forming 
a (atisfaftory judgment on the fubjeA 6t their leaving 
Otalicitc; andthey give no information of thofc Mif- 
fionary exertions, which, irt conjunftion with their bre- 
thren, . it is hoped they*ba4 commenced, previous to that 
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tvtni* iThc account which has fince been received from 
Otaheite, through the meditim of Captain Clark, isycry 
confolatory, as rt rcfpefts the fafety of the remaining 
Miffionaries, and the continuance of religious worihip in 
the midft of the natives ; but the interefting detail of 
the progrcfs and fuccefs of our br^hren in the great work 
of impreffing gofpel truths on Heathen hearts, muit' be 
waited for till the arrival of Captain BlytK,,and the re- 
ceipt of the letters which are faid to have been com- 
initted to his cate. 

The partition of the Otaheitan miffibn has been the 
means of fettling nine of our brethren at Port Jackfon, 
in New-Holland. The bofpitality and kindqefs with 
which they were received' at that colony, and the pro- 
teftion and favour of its government which they have 
enjoyed, appear to have much afFefted their minds, and 
to have encouraged them to commence preaching the 
gofpel to the colonifts and the military in the fevcral parts 
of that fett^pnent. The Dircftors, fincJe hearing of 
f hefc propitious proceedings, have ufed every nieans in 
their power to continue and increafe them. They have 
endeavoured to intereft Governor King in favour .of the 
Miffionafries, and have rcquefted his patronage to their 
defign of eftablifliing miflions at New* Holland, Norfolk 
Iflai^^ and New-Zealand, whenever it may be pradlica- 
blc. Should it plcafe God to blefe thcfe efforts among 
the colonial inhabitants and the native Heathen, it wiu 
Ibow that the difpchfation of DFvine Providence which 
occafioned the departure of the Miffionaries firoiri Ota- 
iieite, was either immediately direfted to, or has been 
ever-ruled for, the good of New-Holland ; and in the 
fcquel it may prove the occafion of great and extcnfivc 
efforts and ufefulnefs in that port of the world. 

The only information whicli has been received frpm 
Tongataboio, came by an American Captain, who vifit- 
.ed that ifland not many weeks after the departure of the 
Duff. The Miffionaries were then all well. We truft, 
that the power and mercy of our God have continued 
to prefer ve arid fevotir thcms and we long to hear of their 



proceedings in the arduous but blefled work of diS&pft^* 
mg Heathen darknefs^ and difieminating the knowkd^ 
of the true God and our Saviour Jefus Chrifti 

The return of Mr. Grook from the Marquefas ha& 
removed the anxieties which were felt on account of bb 
folitary reiidence among the Heathen at St. Ghriftina^ 
No very fanguine expe&ations, perhaps, could be formed 
from the exertions of an individual among the uncivilized 
iflanders with whom he dwelt i and therefore no confix* 
derable dilappointment has been felt at his return. 
. The capture of the Duff by a French privateer was 
an event clofely connedted with the miilions in the South 
Seas, and therefore is proper to be mentioned in this 
jplace. Intelligence of this was received by the Direc- 
tors previous to their being informed of the removaV of 
part of the Miffionaries from Otaheite, and alfo to the 
return of Mr. Crook from the Marquelas. They were* 
in confequenCe, mofi feriouily afiefbed at the forrowful 
Tecital^ .and their reflexions on the captwity and pro^ 
bable fufferings of the Miffionaries, on till failure of (o 
great an effort to vifit and ibrengthen the minions in tbo 
South Seas, and on the cpnfiderabie iois which the funds 
of the*Society would fuflain, were pungently affli£tive« 
But circumflances foon occurred, of fuch a nature, as to 
fhed fome light on the feeming darknefs of the di&enia^ 
tion : and the remarkable kindnefs which was exuded 
to the Miflionaries in their captivity, and the no leis re- 
markable providence which furthered their paflage to 
Lifboa, and from thence to their native country, com<> 
plctely removed every fear on account of their peribnal 
iafety, and very much alleviated the apprehenfions which 
had Deen felt of the pecuniary lo6 the Society would fuf- 
tain, in effeAing their return to England. 

Soon after Captain Robfon's return, the Dircftors in- 
flituted an inquiry into the circumflances conneded 
with the capture of the Duffj and the unanimous opi- 
nion of the Direftors, in the refult, was, " that it was 
an event entirely providential, in no ixfpeft implying 
any want of caution or vigilance on the part of Captain 
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Robfoh, and which appears to have been uriavotdlable by 
the life of any means within his power." * 

The exertions which the Direftors were induced to 
commence, and which the public moft generoufly en-* 
cotiviged, have cohfiderably replenifhed the funds of 
the Society. The failure of the intended miffion tto the 
South Seas is now,j therefore, the principal matter which 
remains' to be lamented ; but there are • coniiderations 
which will perhaps -materially alleviate the poignancy df 
eur reflexions on this fubjeft : 'for the prefect liate df 
cur brethren at Otahbite, and the return of Mr. Cfook 
from the Marqiiefas, have fo altered the haturc and^ pro* 
viiions of futute miffibns to thofe iflandis, that very muclf 
of the equipment of the DufF would have been found to 
be fop^rfluou; and dangerous ^ and at Icaft, every mar^ 
tied Miflionary Would perhaps have confidered it abfo* 
lutely'heceffary to have returned tonie, oKtd- venture a 
ha^rdou3 fettlementat'fditi£^<)therifland'4b^n Was origi-^ 
naUy* intended-as the.deftination of tb^ ^ffioh. Since 
the arrival of the brethren who failed i^ «he Duff, irioft 
of the married Miffionaries have jddged k ^dtpediefnt M 
diflblve the connexion which fubfifted between theM 
and this Society : many of the fingle. men hiavd alfo de« 
dined any furthpr fcrvice under its patronages but foirie 
of the brethren continue their engagements, and are 
about to recommence a voyage to the South Seas, in the 
Royal Admiral. 

The South African miflion k a fubjeft to which the 
Directors refer with the moft lively pleafure, and the 
mod ardent gratitude? Its utility commenced at its 
embarkation, increafed in its progrefs to the Cape of 
Good Hope, and has continued to the date of the lafl: 
letters which have been received. Dr. Vanderkemp, and 
his thr^e worthy affociatcs, appear to have been mad^ very 
ufcful among thecohvifts who failed with them. Theii 
zealous and benevolent endeavours to imprefs religious 
conviftions on the minds of thefe unhappy men were att 
tended with a divine bleffing. Several individuals fek 
the converting power of the gofpel of Chrift : little So*- 
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fifties for pn^yer, and other religious exercifes, weak 
formed ; fome who died, bore a pleailng tefiimonj t<y 
lijej influence of divine grace f and others, who have po^ 
ceeded to Botany Bay, it is hoped and believed, *' ate 
tiBQllat^d from darknefs to light, and from' the powe^ 
©f Siktan.unto God*" ^ 

; On the arrival of oui* brethren at the Cape, they were 
treated with great kindnefs and afie&ion ; much refped; 
tVas ihown th^n\ by the government, and a general and 
l^yelyintefeft: waj exhibited in favour of their intentions. 
The formationigf the South ^fn^^an' Miifion^ Spjcaety^ 
and ^s fubfequei^t; exertions ia forwarding the miffioa 
IP the Bofchemen^nd^CaSres, are proofs that f be iniJu* 
ence : <rf our brethren, and; the pperations df heavenly 
wal have bc^ft powerfully felt.^ The further utility of 
that ; inftit^tiom in facilitating the intercourfe betweea 
this Society and its Mii&onaries at the.Cape,- n>ay rear 
(bnably be expefted : our naiffions to India may likewi& 
be benefited in^ their paflage^ and even after their fet- 
t)ementv4od^ f^ch bformation and affifl^nce be received, 
as may lead to the eftablifhmenfof a rmSion^oa the large 
and populous ifland of Mad^gafcar.' 

Dr.- ¥and<rkcmp and Mr. £<}monds appear to have 
met not only with many encouraging circtimilances, but 
alfo with feme itTn>ediinents and danger in their journey 
to the country: c^ the Gj^res^ from the war \yhich ha9 
unhappily been- carried on between that nation and the 
Dutch colonifb : but it is hoped, that, as peace has beea 
fincc reftored, their ei^trahce. into tlie defired country has 
been propitioufly effcdlcd. Tlic brethren Ritchercr and 
Edwards have commenced their labours among the Bof-^ 
chemen,. with ' circumftances of remarkable facility and 
encouragement. / 

The letters from each of the Miffionaries in that part 
of the world breathe a fpirit oi firm faith and of active 
exertion. May God, whom they fo eminently. ferve. in the 
^ofpel of his Son, be their defence in the hour of danger,, 
and may. he. give them abundant fuccefs in their mi* 
•aiftrations among the Heathen. 

The Miffion to the Foulah Country, in Africa, wbicb 
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«Rras undertaken in <:onccrt with the Edinburgh and 
Glafgow Societres, and on which fix Mi ffionaries were 
fent, has been interrupted and fufpended- Oa itheir 
arrfvd at Sierra Leone, they found that wafs v<rere raging 
in the interior of the country, and that it wiis- impoffiblc 
to penetrate into the nation of the FoUlahs : they there- 
fore feparated into three parties, with a view of labouring 
in the vicinity of the Britifh colony, till a favourable op* 
|>ortunity (hould ofFerofpurfuingtheobjeft of their de{- 
tination. But it Jias pleafed God to reniove, by death, 
three of thefe Miffionaries; the fourth foUhd it neceffary 
to return home. Mn Brunton, in confequence of the 
death of Mr. Clark, tlie late* Chaplain ot the Colony, 
faas been appointed, provifionally, to fupply his place^ 
and Mr. Gregg continues preaching to the natives, and 
educating their children on the Rio Pangos^ with fome 
profpefts of fuccefs. The Edinburgh Society have fent 
fout another Miifionar)' to aiSft Mr. Gr^gg; and the Di- 
rectors of this Society have put orie of their Miffionaries 
in a courfe of inftrudion in the Arabic language, with a 
view to the interior of Africa. And it is hoped, that by 
preaching the gofpel in that language, and by the intro- 
(duftion of the Bible, tranflatcd into Arabic, he may be 
(the means <ifplentinig the religion of Jefus Chrift in that 
Jiitherto neglecSbed country. 

Since the laft General Meeting, the Direftors have re^- 
ceived feveral letters from Mr. Forfyth, the Society's 
Miffionary in the £ail^Indies« It is expeded, that be- 
fore this time, he has fixed on a favourable fpot (m the 
vicinity of Caloltta) for the commencement of his mif- 
fionary labours, as it does not appear that he has met 
with any material impediment in his defign of proftcut- 
ingthis important fervice. He complains of, and feel- 
ingly laments, the extreme depravity and deeply-rooted 
fuperftitions of the Hindoos, which render them very 
inimical to the fimplicity and purity of jlie gofpel. He 
requefts that additional Miffiortaries may be fent to his 
affiftance, and points out fuch means for their intro- 
(Jwftion and patronage as theDircdors truft will prove a 
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providential opening, for the increafe of Miifionanf laboor 
and fuccefs in that populous, but dreadfully depraved 
country. This mifiion mud, therefore, be confideredas 
in its infancy : very little as yet can have been done, but 
much ufeful information has been acquired, and the 
Diredors will, no doubt, avail themfclves of every affift* 
ance that has been, or may be given, to fend out more 
labourers into this eaftern part ofour Lord's vineyard. 
. Mr. Hillyard, the Society's Miffionary at Twilingate, 
in Newfound^nd, has commenced his labours amoog 
the inhabitants with favourable tokens of the divine 
bleffing. His letters breathe a fpirit of fimplicity and 
zeal; his acceptance at Twilingate has been friendly and 
cordial, and bis preaching appears already to have been 
made ufeful. As the Directors have peculiarly had ia 
their view the religious inftruftion of the Heathen, and 
the introduftion of the gofpel into Heathen countries, 
they think it will be proper to cherifti every miffion, 
which has been, or may be eftabliflied in the neighbour- 
hood of fuch countries ; to be thankful for the good that 
has already refulted from them, and to watch for every 
favourable opportunity of extending them to the prin- 
cipal and avowed objefts, for which tlic Miffionary StQ' 
ciety was inftituted. 

Under the influence of thefe fcntimcnts, the Dircc-? 
tors have ferioufly attended to feverakipplications which 
they have received from Quebec, in North-America* 
Thefe letters contain very affcding reprcfentations of 
the deplorable flate of the inhabitants in the province of 
Canada, as. to their ignorance and profligacy, ariiing 
from the almoft total want of religious infljuftion. The 
good that, with the divine blefling, might be accom- 
pliflied by means of our Miffionaries, and the proba« 
bility of an opening. being made to preach the gofpel 
among the Heathen in that province, were reafons that, 
after much deliberation, induced the Diredors to fend . 
two Miflionaries to Quebec; and the Direftors have 
given them fuch inftudions, as they truft will lead to 
'^xtenfive and permanent ulcfulnefs. 
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The preceding part of this Report includes an ac-' 
count of every miffion that had been undertaken by 
this Society previous to the laft Annual Meeting. The 
intelligence which has been received from every quarter^ 
has bepn fo amply detailed. and fo generally diiFufed by 
means^of the Ev4i>grfical Magazine, that; only the lead- 
mg particulars aod material points have been ilated in 
this Report. The miffion to Quebec is tjic only pne 
which has been carried into execution, by the authority 
and fince the period of the Jail Annual Meeting. It is 
now the duty of the JDifedtors to prefent the ftate of 
the concerns of this Society, in regard to fuch exer- 
tions as are making to reinforce the miffions already efta* 
bliflied, and to prepare others for fuch places as have 
been fanftioned by proper authority. 

After the receipt of the painful intelligence of the cap- 
ture !of the'DufF, and the removal of a part of the Mif- 
lionaries from Otaheite, the ftate of the miffions iq the 
South Seas was maturely confidered, and it was unani* 
moully refolved, that the brethren at Otaheite and Ton- 
gataboo Ihould be vifited j and inquiry was made as to- 
the beft and fpeedieft methods of accomplifhingthis ob- 
jeft. Several methods were foon fu^efted, and in the 
midft of fome indecifion which to prefer, an offer was 
made by the owners of the Royal Admiral. To this of- 
fer, after due attention,, preference was given j both on 
account of the comparative cheapnefs of the terms, and 
of the advantage of fending our Miffionaries under the 
infpciftion of a gentleman of Captain William Wilfon's 
charaAer and experience. 

It was at firft intended, that the miffion to he fcnt by 
this opportunity (bould include the Sandwich iflands and 
the Marquefas) but it being afterwards ftated by Cap- 
tain Willon, that it would not comport with the object 
of his voyage to vifit thofe iflands, without excluding 
the Friendly iflands, the miffions wer^ therefore nccet- 
farily limited to Otaheite and Tongataboo. After fre- 
quent communications with the owners of the Royal Ad- 
miral, and mature deliberations in the meetings of the 
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Dlrcdors^it was at length concluded, " that the ownert 
of the Royal Admiral (hall carry out any number of 
Miffionaries, not exceeding thirty, to Tongataboo; 
ihall land a certain part of them there, if it (ball be 
deemed proper, and then proceed with the remainder to 
Otaheite, or with the whole of the Miijionaries (include 
ing thofe that may be found at Tongataboo), if it is not 
thought faf(^ to leave them there. That the (hip (hall 
(lay twenty-one days at thefe iflands, if neceflary, for the 
fafety of the Miffionaries ; and that 3000L (haU be al- 
lowed for thefe (ervices. That if in the event of faiViDg 
to Otaheite with the Mifiionaries,that idand (hall not be 
found in a proper date to receive them, and it he deemed 
expedient to return them^ as well as to carry thofe that 
may be found at Otaheite to Tongataboo, 600I. be al* 
lowed for this fcrvice. The (hip to tarry (iftecn days at 
the latter place to fettle the Miffionaries, if neceflary ; 
and that if it (lull not be found pradlcabie to (ettle any 
Miffionaries at either Otaheite or Tongataboo, two (hil- 
lings per day be allowed for the conveyance of each of 
them to India," 

The Direftors, both in their deliberations and m the 
equipment of this miffioh, earncft\y wifticcj t\iat fome 
difpatches might arrive from the brethren at Otaheite 
and Tongataboo, that their* ftate and the circumftance$ 
of the miffions migh^ be known ; and that the intended 
reinforcement might be fuitcd in every refpedt to theacr 
tually required purpofes. The information received by 
Captain Clark only partially gratified them, and it being 
very uncertain when Captain Blythe may arrive with 
the letters fron\ Otaheite, and alfo when any intelligence 
from Tongataboo may be received, the Diredkors con- 
cluded it to be their duty to fend out as many Miffion- 
aries as could be fpared by the Royal Admiral. They 
provided, however, in their agreement with the owners 
of that ihip — ^* That if any intelligence fhould be ob* 
tained previous to her failing, that may make itunnecef- 
fary to fend Miffionaries to either of the above places, 
that agreement may be fct alidc, on the owners receiv- 
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\pg a proper compenfation fer fuch expenie as they nfty 
have incurreid in preparing to put the Society's prefedfe 
deiign into execution '^* and they have alfo ufed theii; 
utmoil prudence and wifdom, both- in the equipment of 
the Miffionaries, and in the inftruftions which have been 
ac^refled to them and to Captain Wilfon : thus endea-* 
youring to provide for every contingent circumfUncd 
lyhich may o<^ur» in the' beft poflible manner, in the ab« 
f^nce of that particular and local information which they 
canMfftiy defired, but which could not at the prefent b« 
obtained. 

'. Tn confequtnce of this refoiution- and agreement^ 
twelve. Miffion^ries have been fent ta Portfmouth, to 
embark in the Royal Admiral, and two minifters bf th$ , 
dtreftion have attended them thither, to fuperioten^ 
their comfortable fettlement on board of that (bip. Tbo 
repp^ which thefe s^ntlemen b^ve madet iince their re- 
turn, is pl^aiidg and fatisfa£iory« Itafcertaim thekind* 
ncfs and affe&ioa >vhich the fxiends at PortfmQuth .coiSH 
tinue to (bow toward our Miffionaries ^ the cheerful ^^ 
irotedneis with which our brethren . have embarkfi^to 
proibcute their important purpofes; .the tc^emm impref- 
fion which was made on their minds at the timeof ^theii; 
d^flgnation in the Rev. Mr. .(}riffin*& meeting ; the lively 
interefl: which a'laige auditory appeared to take in this 
weighty and a£fe£Ung concern y and the readinofs whicb 
the convi6ts on board the fhip^have manifefleliito'heais 
the word of God preached, and to join in othteroc^dlf 
nances of Chriftian devotion. The impreffive and happf 
fcenes which were exhibited among the convi&s oh board 
the HilKborpi^h^ during her paflage to the.Cap^, by 
the means ofiPfi Vanderkemp^ and his worthy a0bciates, 
will, it is hoped, by the divine bl^^ing on the;cxertiQQ 
of our. brethren, be alio realijsed on board the.Rjoyal 
Admiral. May tlie mercy <rf Qur*God be mani£efted 
in tranflattog many of thefe poor convid:s from the.bon^y 
daK of Satan into.the kingdom of his dear Sonl ...r. .. . 
The very plcafing and encouraging accounts that have 
been received from the MiffiiQaariea> in the vidqity of 
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tlft Cape of Good Hope, and the requefls for affiftati^y 
iVhich have been included in their letters, have long fitcd 
induced the Direftors to refolve on fending fix or eig|ht 
perfons to reinforce the miffions to the Caffres and Bof- 
chemen, and to penetrate into other Heathen natioas 
on that extenfive continent. It is intended that a part 
of this reinforcement (hall be perfons from this countiy, 
and the other part from Holland. A continued correr* 
pondence has been carried on with the Netherland Mi(^ 
fionary Society, for theppovifion^of their part of the MiC- 
fionariesj in confequencc of which two brethren have 
ya&, arrived from Holland, and they have been joined by 
two Miflionarles froni this Society, and {tnt to the 
Cape by the Wellcfly, Captam Gordon, and with every 
lecommendatidn and aifiilance that could poffibly be 
procured. 

'A miffion to the Sandwich iilands mad^ a protiyienf 
part of the bufinefs of the laft General Meeting, and it 
wasattended to by the Directors in their meetings for 
fome months afterwards. The capture of the T>uft^ 
however, and the preflure d[ bufinels whicfa the return 
of fhe Miffionarids occafioned, fufpended tbe'ir confi- 
derations on that fubje£t. Thefeiflands, and the Mar- 
queffts, were included in the views of the Directors, in 
fending out Miffionaries by the Royal Admiral, but the 
impra<5ticability of viiiliing them by that (hip being dated 
by the Captain, and the paucity of the Miflionaries, 
whom the Directors had to fend, being confidered, a mif- 
fion to thofe iilands is, for the prefent, fufpended. 

With refped: to the Marquefas, the return of Mr. 
Crook from thofe iilands affedts the reafon upon whichr 
the Society was induced to include them in the plan of 
the iail voyage of the Duff, which was to flrengthen and 
rc^inforcc a MilTionary ftation already eilabiilbed — the 
information of the ftate of thofe iilands which he has 
communicated, leaves us at prefent in fome degree of 
indecifion, as to the propriety of refuming ouf attempts 
there; and the confideration of the great attention, al- 
ready paid to the introduiftion of mifiioiiS' into the iilands 
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bf the Sbuth Seas; and the uncertainty we are in as to 
tfaeir eventual fuccefs, lead us to conclude^ that it will 
be prudent to fufpend any further proceedings or deter- 
Ininations tefpeftins thofe regions, till we receive fuch 
Atnple information from thence as may throw light upon 
our. future path. We have complied with what we ef- 
teenied our duty, in making an attempt there upon an 
€xtehiive fcale ; but as the cufpenfation of the gofpel in 
Heathen countries is a blefiing too high and important 
to reil on human volitions or exertions, we now think 
it incumbent on us to wait the intimations of Divine 
Providence, and to regulate our future proceedings ac- 
i:ordingly. On the return of the Royal Admiral, we 
may hope to receive fuch comprehensive information 
jrpm Captain Wilfon, as will aflift our judgments to de- 
cide on future meafures, and, in the mean time, the at-* 
tention of the Diredors will be occupied by other fub- 
jefts <?f great importance. 

. But) ^though thefe are our general impreffions tt^ 
(pedting the South Seas, we. think there are circumflan"' 
ces relating to the Sandwich iilands, which give them a 
claim on our earlier attention. The hofpttality and 
refpcdk which have bcw recently ihown to many of our 
countrymen who have, fettled there, and who .in pcrfe<Sfc 
fafety are exciting the natives to habits of induftry, and 
laying the foundation of civilization among them, are 
confiderations of importance; which, added to the ad- 
vantages conneded with their iituation, lead us to in- 
dulge the deiire of viiiting them, as early as we can find 
fuitable inflruments, and a fuitable conveyance. Oui^ 
introdu(9:ory attempt mufl, however, be on a fmalland 
economical fcale. Four Miffionaries, feleAed with pe- 
culiar regard to their religious and profeifional qualifica- 
tions, will be fufficient for the purpofe, and their con- 
veyance muft be fufpcnded till an opportunity occurs of 
effefting it on moderate terms. 

The Dif edlors will now proceed to a fubjeft which 
they deem of great importance to the general interefts of 
Chriftianity in Europe, and uhimately they truft to its 

Vol. I. No. 6. I 
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more extenfive diffufion among Heathen nations-, and 
on thefc grounds they mean to fubmit a propoiitioato 
the Society, and to recommend its adoption. 

The great and important events which have occurred 
dh the neighbouring continent, have defervedly interefted 
the attention of every reflecting mind. The nature of 
our Society^ whofe objeds are entirely fpirituai, leads us 
to regard them not fo much in the lieht of political oc« 
currences, by which the civil condition of the human 
tace may be materially affeded^ as in that of providen* 
tial .difpenfationS) whofe influence has a dire^ relation 
to the intcreft of the kingdom of Chrift. This intereft^ 
it is our fpecific and appropriate duty to pmm^^ and^ 
in order to it, to avail ourfelves (k the opportunities 
which occur^ in confequence of the alterations which 
take place in human affairs. 

The entire abolition of pafoi authority in France and 
its appendj^es ; the overthrow of that lyftem of fuper- 
ftition^ whicby in the judgment of Proteflants, confti- 
tttted the corruptions of Chriftianity, and fomied the 
great apoftaty from it, are events of traoic^ident fm* 
pOrtance t(y the cau& of religion : thp prtnciple^ of infi« 
delity which were originally produced out of that fyftem, 
have been permitted, in a great degree, to be inftrumen* ' 
tal in its overthrow, and thefe fatal and deftrufbive prin* 
ciples, it is ftappofed, have obtained in thofe countries a 
prevalence alttaoftuniverfal.' It is however neceflary to 
iTf coUeft, that repeated declarations and affurances have 
bc6n given by thofe who cxercife the powers of govern- 
jnent in Ftunce, that the freedom of religious profeflions 
will be refpefted; and this principle is engrafted, aUb,on 
their cxifting conftitution. We contemplate, therefore^ 
this fituation of things as a providential arrangement, by 
which a fair and inviting opportunity is affoi^ed for the 
exertion of Chriftian zeal and benevolence, with the 
profpe<5t of abundant fucccfs. 

If the providence of God has permitted the fabric of 
fuperftition to^be demolifhed by means of infidelity, can 
ii b« imagined that it has been with the defign of mak* 
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U% infidelity permanent ? Has it not rather been, to pre^r 
ient anoccafion, in which the difcreet and zealous exefi- 
lio^s of Chriftians, might procure new triumphs for their 
holy religion, and eftablifli its facrcd principles and obli- 
gations on a pure and durable bafis !. 

; Who is there among the followers of Chrift that feels 
not the dcepeft regret, that countries fo populous, and of 
fuch extenlive influence in the civilized world, Ihould 
remain under the dominion of the powers of darknefs ? 
And what member of our inftitqtion would not confider 
it as an unfpeakable honour, if this Society was mad^ 
the inftrument in any d«fgrec of difpoflcffing them, and 
pf introducing thejuftand beneficent gov^rpmenf oi th« 
Prince of Peace I 

The fuitable means of accomplifhing fo dcfirable 4 
purpofe demand, therefore, our fcrious regards. The 
pohtical fituation of the two countries prevents the op^ 
portunity of any direft intercourfe at prefcnt j we can- 
iiot,therefore, refort to the expedient of public preachingi 
which is doubtlefs the general and moft efficacious means 
jC^propagating the gofpel; but we are not without other 
inixruments of a very powerful nature, and which, we 
truft, will'be attended with diflinguiftied fuccefs. It is 
well afcertained, that the prtfs was the engine by which 
infidelity atchieved its wonders ; we mean to confecrate 
this weapon in a hallowed caufe, and to ufe it as the ve- 
hicle of communicating the rays of heavenly truth, and 
chafing away the darknefs of error. A valuable mem* 
bet, and one of the founders of this Inftitution, has fug- 
gelted the importance of circulating in France and Bel* 
gium, an edition of the New TefUmcnt, in the French 
langu^^e, to which he recommends, that a fuitable ad- 
dreis (hould b^ prefixed, adapted to the aAual (late of 
religion in thofe countries, and tending to remove the 
milapprehenfions of thofe who have no deep-rooted pre- 
judice againft Chriftianity itfelf, but have not learnt to 
diftinguifti its own pure and holy nature from the ap- 
pendages by which it has been disfigured ; and alfo to 
yipdicate this treafurc of hea^'enly wifdom from Ihc 
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chaises of infidels, and refcue it from the unfounded aT* 
periions of its ignorant or depraved adverfaries. Pet-- 
luaded that every member of this inditution will fed 
fome grateful exultation in being inftrumental in the cir- 
culation of the Holy Scriptures, in thofe countries where 
the community at large have in general been deprived, 
for ages, of the ufe of them ; we Ihall only further date, 
that the plan by which the diftribution of them can be 
moil difcreetly and ufefully made, will be adjufted by a 
communication with the members of the Miffionary So- 
ciety in Holland, of whofe inflxumcntality, it is evident 
we mud, on this occafion, avail ourfelves, and with whom 
a correfpondence of inquiry is already opened; and ivc 
chcrifh a hope, that the refult of this meafure 'will have 
an aufpicious influence on the date of religion ini the Rrft 
indance, on France itfelf, and eventually on the world a( 
large. 

We have now to date to the Society a meafure of in- 
ternal regulation, which appears to us to be likely to 
produce confidcrable advantages to the interedsof Chrif- 
tianity among Heathen and oth^r unenlig/ifened coun- 
tries, and upon which, alfo, a proportion w\\l be framed 
and fubmitted for its approbation. This meafure re* 
lates to the improvement of a certain number of Mif- 
fionarie? of promifing talents and approved piety, by af- 
fording them appropriate indruftion for thefpacc of two 
years, previouily to their adual entrance on Miffionary 
duties. 

It would, perhaps, be deArable, that a confiderable 
proportion of ourMiffionarics diould receive this ad- 
vantage ; but whild we continue to zdi upon the exten- 
iive fcale we have hitherto done, we fliall find this to be 
impracticable, and mud therefore continue to place the 
greater part of them under the care of the Committee of 
Miniders, whofe meritorious attention to this important 
fervice we have already very amply experienced. We 
are, however, convinced of the dcfirablenefs of having one 
or more, in every miflion, whofe general information and 
intelleftual improvenicnt may fit them to precide over. 
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and, in a great meafure, to direft its proceedings — this 
is neceflary even in imcivilized countries ; and it is ftill 
more evidently fo in thofe attempts which it will be our 
duty to make, in fituations where an acquaintance with 
literature and focial inftitutions prevail. On thefe grounds 
we recommend, 'that an annual fum, not exceeding 
500I. ftiould be appropriated to this objeft, and that the 
Direftorslhould be empowered to carry thisdefign into 
cfFeft, by thofe means which they may think are beft 
calculated to anfwer this purpofe : it is not neceflary, at 
prefent, to delienate the plan upon which this improve- 
ment of the Miflionaries is intended to proceed; the Di- 
rectors will therefore only offer their general impreflions. 
As the objeft we have in view is the qualification of 
Chriftian Mioflinaries, the whole courfe and tendency of 
their inftrudtion mvj^ft have a relation thereto, and ^ill 
require a procefs, in fome refpect diflimilar from that 
which may be proper in other feminaries, where the 
Chriftian miniftry in tliis country is the objeft. We cer- 
tainly. wi(h, that cur ftudents may acquire a foundnefe 
of judgment on general fubjefts; but the hmitted term 
allotted for their improvement does not admit of their 
attaining more than a rudimental acquaintance ^^th fe- 
veral branches of ufeful knowledge; it is not thet^re 
fo much our aim to make them accurate critics, accohi- 
plifhed orators, or profoundly learned, as it is to impart 
to them a found and comprehenfive acquaintance with 
every branch of divine revelation, and to ftore their 
minds with whatever may give them juft id^as of the 
Miflionary office, and the duties it requires. For this 
purpofe they muft become well acquainted with the hif- 
toryofMiffions, and with the various plans upon which 
they have been undertaken and purfued, that they may 
difcern to what caufes their fuccefs is to be referred, and 
to what circumftances their failure has been owing. It 
is not, however, the communioition of knowledge only, 
for which our feminary is to be inftituted ; it is alfo to 
Inculcate principles and imprefs difpofitions ; the heart, 
as well as the underftanding, is to be the fubjedt of tui- 
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lion, and in proportion as the teacher fucceeds lu tfaif 
relpeft, the Miffionary is likely to profper in this gi^at 
undertaking. It is the duty, indeed, of every Chriftian 
to renounce the world; but the Ghriftian Miffionary \% 
called to make this facrificc by a more explicit and deci- 
fivc a6t, and the courfe of his ftudies therefore muft be 
efpecially direfted, to imprefs the felf-denying principle^ 
to prepare him for fuffering rather than fhining in the 
world; and to impart that degree of patience, pcrfever- 
ance, huniility, and fortitude, which the difcourage- 
ments, difficulties and dangers, of the Miffionary war- 
fare, will call ^nto frequent exercife, Thefe arc the 
general outlines of the plan which it may be de/irabie to 
purfue, in relation to thisobjedtj to which, however^ 
it is our intention to add a courfe of inftruftion in Sur- 
gery and MedicaK knowledge, which will be found of 
great importance in eyery country, and qualify our Mif- 
lionarics to be ufeful, like their Divine Mailer, to the 
bodies, as well as to the fouls of men. 

We ought not to conclude this report without taking 
fome retrofpeft of the concerns of the Societyy which 
have been committed to our jiands. When we confidci* 
the magnitude of the objed, and refted upon our owi^ 
infufficicncy, frailty, and error, we are imprefled with 
fentiments of humiliation and deep regret, that our ta- 
lents and devotednefs are fo inadequate to a work of fq 
divine a nature. We truft, that a fincere and earnell de- 
fire to promote its fextenfive fuccefs, has been imparted 
to us, and continues to aduate our minds with unfailing 
ardour; and while we endeavour to acquire increafing 
wifdom, with increafing experience, we, at the (amef 
time, rejoice in the Sufficiency of his power, wh'ofe pecu- 
liar caufe it is, and who has been pleafed> in various re- 
fpe£ts, to fandion and to imprefs his bleffing upon our 
undertakings. 

Still the fpirit of union, alTedtion, and co-operation 
amongft Chriftians of different profeffions, continues and 
increafes. The fruits of liberality, and the ardour of 
devotion,' are unabated s the exertions of mmifters an4. 
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private Chriftians, in various ways, to promote the in* 
tercfts of thtif Saviour, and the happinefs of others, 
fpringfrom a zeal which is coirtirmally enlarging. Thefe 
.are glorious efFedts, and it is generally acknowledged 
that they have been materially promoted by our inftitu- 
tion- Thecaufc of God, we have reafon to hope, gains 
ground on the Continent. A new impulfe h^ been 
ghneil to the difciples of Chrift, which they have alfo 
traced to the fame fource 5 and a fpirit of prayer is there 
conneded with ardent defiresand zealous endeavours to 
promote and extend the kingdom of Chrift. This king- 
dom, as from a new a&ra, is incredfing its oourfe, and ex- 
tending its energies; the difpenfatipns of Divine Provi- 
deiKe are fubordinate to it ; the conflifts of nations, 
and the resolutions of the world, or their peace and fta- 
bility, will be over-ruled to enlarge its interefts, till it 
becomes univcrfal in its extent, as well as eildlefs in its 
duration. 
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BLESSED be God, the very numerous attendance 
of minifters and people, at the Sixth Annual Meet- 
ing of the Miffionary Society, demonftrates, that their 
zeal is rather increafed than abated by the capture of the 
Duflf, and the partial derangement cf their plans in the 
South Sea Iflands. This is a cirumftance Angularly 
pleafing, but might have been anticipated by thofe who 
are well acquainted with the nature and efFefts of true re- 
ligion. The efforts of zeal, excited by vanity, emula- 
tion, or any other corrupt principle, muft decline in 
proportioh as difappointment enfeebles hope, or as grace 
deteftsf corruption, and diminifhes its influence; while 
aftivity, which originates in obedience to tlie com- 
fnands of God, and compaflion to the fouls of men, is 
as progreffive and durable as the work of grace itfelf ; 
and like it, is bcft promoted by trials* and adverfity. 
Succefs, in a caufe efpoufed by the Son of God, and iti- 
fured by the predictions of his unerring word, may be 
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confidently expedted ; but the time when it Ihall zm^4^ 
or the manner in wliich it (hall be accompIi(hed, cannot 
be always afcertained ; nor is the knowledge of either 
neceflary to patient pcrfevcrance in well doing, fince 
fuccefs is only the objc<5l of hope, and not the raindan) 
of duty. • , 

J Under this impreffion, the members of the Societjr 
evidently affembled, determined to purfue the line of 
revealed duty, and leave the iffue to Him, whofe faith- 
fulnefs cannot be fufpeded, though the fulfilment of his 
j>romifes may be apparently delayed. Gratitude was 
mingled with humiHty in all the religious /ervices, cocn- 
paring profperous with adverfe circumftances, and view* 
ing good already refulting from the events which ieemed 
at firft to be moft afflictive. Surry Chapel, Tabernacle, 
Tottenham Court Chapel, and the ipacious Church of 
St- Leonard's, Shoreditch, were crowded with devout 
and attentive hearers, and the divine prefence in the 
mid ft of them was happily experienced* 

The bufinefs of the Society was.tranfedted, betweca 
the intervals of religious worfhip at Habcrda/her's-Ha]/, 
on the three fucceflive days of the meeting. 
. Some very important meafures, fuggefted in the Re- 
port of the Diredors, were confidered and cordially 
adopted by the Society, and the greateft love and har- 
mony prevailed in all their deliberations. Theclofing 
icene, however, deferves ipecial notice, and will long be 
remembered with delight and thankfulnefs. 
. After the bufinefs of the Society had fo pleafingly tcr* 
^linated, the Members of the Inilitution met at Zion 
Chapel, in the evening, and united in folemn comma* 
moration of the dying love of their Divine Mafter. Such 
a fight has feldom occurred. Never perhaps was Heaven 
more fully reprefented on earth, nor its joys morefenfi- 
bly experienced. Mr. Boguc, of Gofport, prefided on 
this occafion, and twenty-five miniftcrs befides engaged 
in giving out the hymns, prayers, exhortations, and dif-- 
tributionof'the elements. Above a. hundred minifters, 
it is fuppofed, were among the communicants. 
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Mr. STEINKOPF's LETTER. 

f 

Rev. Fathers and Brothers in Chrifty 

IF we ever did write to you with a. particular intereft 
of our hearts, it is at prcfent, when the unfortunate 
capture of your MtiBonary (hip, on her lecond voyage, 
by a French privateer, has been confirmed by accounts 
from feveral quarters* We are concerned at this great 
trial icx your Society, for the Miffioharies to whom this 
misfortune has befallen, and for thofe diftant Brethren 
that now will have to.wait with prolonged anxiety for ac** ' 
counts from their native country. We remember the 
admonition of the apoftle to fympathize with the fufFen- 
ing members of the body of Cbrift, and we feel ourfelves 
called upon for redoubled intercefiions in your behalf 
at the throne of grace. We will not, however, lament 
^ if we were quite comfortlefs, but rather endeavour to 
fupport your and our hearts from the rich treafures of di- 
vine confolation. We will adore that God who has made 
heaven, and earth, and fea, whofe power is over all, and 
without whofe holy will and permif&on not a hair falls 
from our head. Much lefs can any thing happen with* 
out his knowledge and confent in the great concerns of 
his kingdom. Humbling ourfelves under his powerful 
hand, we will dill hope, where all hope feems to be at an 
end. Great are the defigns of his wonderful couniel; 
our dim eye cannot penetrate them at once ; for we are 
duftand aihes, and our Saviour pronounces thofe blef- 
fed that believe, though they do not fee. In general, 
nothing is more carried on under great difficulties and 
obftacles than the concerns of the kingdom of God^ 
What mountains of difficulties had the faith and the obe* 
dience of our dear Saviour himfelf to overcome I He en- 
dured the moil arduous proofs, and whilft he was fink* 
ing, he conquered. And if we think of the firft propa*" 
gation of Chriftianity by his apoftles, of the reformation 
€>f the church in later times, and of all the great inftitu** 
Vol. I. No. 6. K ' 
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lions for promoting the caufe of God^ what conffidls, 
what perfecutions, which fometimes threatened to (up- 
preis the good caufe entirely, had the men of God.u^ 
experience, and yet the Lord crowned them with vk> 
tory and fuccefs. Aug. Herman Franke, who fo meri- 
.torioufly diHinguiflied himfelf by buildii^ the oipbaa- 
houfe at Halle, began with a few guilders^ and altbougjh 
in the prc^reis of the work he was often in want of the 
jaeceilaiy lupplies,' his heroical faith finiQied the ftruo 
lure^ which poilerity looks up to with aftomftinieiit* 
'How manifold were the fafferings and trials of the firft 
Miflionaries of the United Brethren upon St. Thomas 
and St. Crufe? How many found their graves llierel 
But are there not thoufands and ten thou(ands o^ cou^ 
verted Negroes, a joyfulharveft of that feed of teaxs? la 
ihort, whatever is to be eminent and lading in the king* 
dom of Chrift, has the ftamp of the crois. . 

Theie confiderations, together with fo many coi^k^ 
tory fcriptures, as Ifa. ly. 8, 9..^^ My thoughts are not 
•" your thoughts," — and Ifa. xxviii. 29. " The Lord is 
** wonderful in counfel^ and excellent- in working*' — 
infpire our hearts with a plea£i^ hope, that the Aliwife 
will juftify this difpenfation in due time, in the eyes of 
all his children. And we are confident,, that God our 
Saviour will blefs the captivity of the Miffionaries far the 
fpread.of his gofpel in places which we did not think of, 
as he formerly bleifed the prifon.of St. Paul for (he fur- 
therance of it in the very capital of the old Roman Em-* 
piie^ - We .truft alfo his power and mercy will fupport 
your hearts, not to he/lifpirited^ but withcenewed vigour 
and zeal, to purfue the great work for tlie coaveriion of 
the Heathen, that Satan and his creaturcs may be dif> 
appointed by your perlbvering faith^ hope and love. May 
our gracious Jefus, the beginner and finifher of faith, 
let the^Sun of Hope rife out of .the night of this trial for 
our Englifh Brethren, and his falvation be fpread to the 
^ remoteft corners of the earth. 

. We intended firft to tranfmit with this letter, about 
fixty pounds ilerling; but the prefent political fituatioo 
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making it hnpoflible, we will defer it to the end of the 
year, when we hope to be able to fend alfo a l^acy df 
about yo — 75 pounds left for your miffion^ by a Mifs 
BritumiUer, who died this year. 

Your publications we have not received yet, and 
ours ftill are here, detained on account of all communi* 
cation being rendered fo difficult. We hope' you have 
received our letter of the 27th of May. With great de^ 
fire we expc<9: now your anfwer, which you will have 
the goodnefs to direj^: to Mr. Wierj:, at Francfftfth. 

For our Swiffcrland, the year 1799, haftening to its 
pnAy w^ a time of great aiHi<5tioh. . The devaftations, 
pccafioned by the war, are beyond defcription. O that 
you could -read the lamentable accounts of the ftate oi 
the little Cantons, once fo Aourifhing, your heart would 
bleed for pity, and deep fighs would rife from your breafl: 
to the Almighty. Towns and villages pill^ed ; the fine 
cattle, the only riches of the inhabitants, killed or driven 
away ; and hundreds and thoufands reduced to beggary. 
Famine begins to extend, and the orphans, the widows, 
and the poor of .every age cry for bread- Our Bafil has 
fuffered, indeed, many terrors and hardfbips^ but by 
the unfpeakable mercy of God has been enabled to alle- 
viate the diilrefs of thofe unfortunate co^ntrymen; and 
the old and the young, the rich and the poor, vie with 
each other in this work of love r^nd affiftance. Honour 
be to our Almighty God, and thanks to our praying 
Brethren I Ameji. 

We clofe with the aflurance of our moft hearty af- 
feftions of refpedt and love, and interceffion ; b^ for 
yovirs, and remain, 

Your Servants and Brothers, 

In the naiqe of the Members of the Committee, 

STEINKOP?, Secretaiy 
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^Some Account of " The Gofpcl its own Witnefe, «r ti^ 
Holy Nature and Divine Harmony of the Chriftiaa 
Religion, contrafted with the Immorality and Ab- 
** ftirdity of Deism;" By Andrew Fuller. 

. . ' . \Fr9m the (Ediniwrgk) Qu4art€i'ly Magazine. "Y 

THE exiftenee of Jefiis thrift, and of his apoftles 
and firft miniftcrs, is demonftrated by the writ* 
ings, at, and near their own time, even of thofe who 
rejeiSed their divine miffion. The exiftenee alfo of 
books faid to be written by them, and stccoiinted (acred, 
the fame which we poflcfs ; the authenticity of fhe/c, aftd 
their tranfmifSon to us, with infinitely fewer impcifcc- 
tions than any writings of equal antiquity, which arc uni- 
Verfally efteemed to be gentime ; the fincerity and found- 
nefs OT mind of thole pcrfons, and their ability aikJ c^ 
|)oftunities to judge of the things whereof they'report: 
thefe are points, concerning which no one qualified to 
jtklgc, and attentive to the fubjeft, can entertain any 
feaibnable doubts. The diredk proofs, that thek per- 
fons were commiffioned from heaven ; the thin^ wh4ch 
they (aid, and the works which they did, which no 6ne 
ican fey or do unlefs God were with hirti, aflfbrd to every 
unprejudiced mind unqueftionablc evidence, that the 
fcriptur&s are the word of God. This is fuch evidence, 
JiowevQr, as blind men, who cannot behold the glory rf 
the fun, may yet have of his exiftenee. It is extremely 
injudicious Indeed, to undervalue or overlook this evi- 
deacc, to which Jefus and his apoftles appealed. But 
thofe who judge it to be all that the fcriptures pollers ; 
thofe who think that their own eflential excellency is 
that only which (hews that they may be from God; 
thofe who reprefent this as merely auxiliary proof, the 
props and buttreffes, and not the pillar 2^ ground of 
the truth, are certainly more egregioufly miftaken. As 
Mr. Fuller has juftiy faid, <* If a brazen mirror were 
found on fome remote uninhabited ifland, it might be 
a doubtful matter how it came there ; but, if it properly * 
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tiefleded objeds, there coukl be no doubt of its being a 
real mirror/' It is to this view of the proofs of divine 
revelation, and not to its hiftorical or experimental evi* 
dence^' which latter hath been confounded with its in* 
trinfic evidence, that this author has applied himfelf. 
We believe that no one can perufe his work with proper 
attention, who will not judge that it is well adapted to 
eftabliOi Cbriflians in the belief of the troth, add to ren* 
der them grounded and fettled, not moved away from 
the hope <m the gofpel. As to unbelievers, it ought to 
be remembered, as Dr. Warburton has fomewhere faid, 
that there *' goes more towards convidion than reafon 
and argument/' " A bad life (in the words of penitfcnt* 
Hochefter, in Mr. Fuller's nK>tto) is the only grand ob** 
Jcftion to this book/* 

. It ii fit, however, for Chrifkians to be frequently fhew* 
mg to them that, as God hath not left himfelf without a- 
witnefs, in his word any more than in his works, fo he' 
hath thereby left thofe without excufe who overlook or 
rejeft it. Alas ! ^' madnefs is in the hearts of men (faid 
Solomon) while they live," but no longer than while they 
live* Here is the origin of infidelity ;--<muft not every^ 
one fay io^ who has feen and known, that by the fatp-' 
tures we hive received the fptrit of power, and of love, 
and of a found mind ? 

. The view which the author hath taken of his fubJ6<£t 
refpeds the holinds or moral perfeAion, and the har- 
mony of the fcripturcs. Their original and fupreme ex- 
cellency, in both refpe6:s, which be admirably exhibits, 
6illy ^iabUfhas his conciuiion, and manifefls that they 
are worthy of all acceptation, from every reafonable be- 
ing. Like <a ikilful painter, he hath given great relief to 
his fubje6t (if we may.fo exprefs it), .by the proper dif- 
tribotion or fhadow with his lights. Or, in other words, 
Chriftianity is here contrafled with Deifm ; a term, in- 
deed, groffly mifapplied ; for the God manifeft in the 
workjj of nature, and in the confciencp of man, is not the 
God exhibited by thofe who feek to undermine the writ- 
ings which claim to be his word. Thofe who honour not 
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Ihe Son, honoiir not, but mifieprefient and vilify tbtsr 
Father, who fent htm« Mr. Fuller's book is divided into 
two parrs. The firft fet& forth the hoUneis of the Chrifn 
tian leligioD — the Second (hews its ^reement with his- 
tory, with truth, . with reafon^ and with itfelf, and the 
whole is applied^ as the author proceeds, to demonftrate 
Ua divine ori^n. The work is concluded with pathetic: 
«d4r^fes to Deifts, Jews, and Chrtftiaiis.* 
' The fifth and laft chapter of the fecond part, is per-- 
haps the luoil novel and ingenious in the book. The 
Deifi: is here toffed from horn to horn of a galling dilenxpa. 
He is allovyed to take his choice, whether the infptred 
writers fuppofed or were ignorant of the prevailing opi- 
nion refpe<^ing the plurality of worlds^ and the niagQi- 
lode of the upiverfe. The truth and excellency of tbo 
ibripCures is (hewn not to be affeded by either of them, 
tbo%igh its doftrines appear to the greateft advantage, byi 
Ihe fuppofition of the inunenfe extent of the works <A 
God* 

Mod ^adly, if our limits allowed^ (bould we quote 
ibioc of the ftriking and beautiful pai&ges wit/? which 
this chapter, and indeed the whole book^ abounds. Bat 
circumfcribed by our page^, we earneftly lecommeBd it 
to aur leaders^ and would ipvite thofe whc can afford it,, 
to put it into the hands of fuch as case for none of Iheiet 
things, but who tbay be Won by a writer^ whodnis Bot 
only to convince and to perfvade, but to excite ; who. 
unites force, dearnefs/arvd vivacity, with affedfcien and 
earneftnefsy and who never lofes fight of argument, while 
he doth not refufe the aids of imi^natioxK He has- not 
foi^otten the advice of the poet> 

** Reason*^ the heliDi but passion is the gale.^ 

• 

His heart is in his theme» and he bids &ir to intexeft 
the hearts and confcienccs of his readers. 

Perhaps our readers jia^y thus far fufpeft us of an in-. 

* The enumeration which follows in the Quarterly Magazine, of 
the chapters, with the summary of their contents, is here omktcci, for 
krevity sake. 
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tiination towards mdiicrimin^e panegyric; but having 
4u(herto ftudied the ftrideft importiaiity refpe<%f6g books; 
pcrfoiK, ahd things, without regard to any thing btst 
what appears to us to be true, we (hall not facrifice k, oik 
the prefent occafion, to the warmth of friendlhip. ' 
V Beit obferved then, that feftidious criticffm may gm* 
tify its cynical dtfpofition even with this exceileiic book: 
It may objed, that the matter contained in it do(h not 
ail anfwer to the title. The author appeals, it maybe 
laid, to other evidence than its own for the truth erf' the 
gofpel. The evidonceof prophecy, with its correfpohd- 
log accomphfhment, the exaA tally between the cir- 
cuoiftances of the world, and the defcription of themih 
the Bible, ar«, in fome refpe6ks, external evidencey which' 
do not properly fall under the defign erprefled in the 
title« Perhaps, too, objections might be offered tid 
(bme fentiments advanced by the author ; at lead they 
would bear to be argued. Such, it may feeo^ to fixhe^ 
is the reply in the text of chap. iv. and in the note of p.* 
^123, to the obje&ion derived. from the (cripture doftf^ihe 
of the atonement, againft the freedom of the (altsation 
bellowed by it. The Editor judgjes it to-be the doc^ 
tnne of God in his word, that it is not only confident 
with his juftice, but- that. the Father of mercies hath 
been pleaied to bind himfelf,, in ftrift juftice, to confer 
gmceand glory on all thofe for whom Chrift died. This 
cannot encroachon the freedom and fovereignty of di^ . 
vine grace, for the atonement made for-finners, » and the 
falvation and ete^^nal life beftowed by it, ^are' equally his 
oiyn appointment, and the effe6b of his free mercy, the 
one for the fake of the other. * ^^' In this was manifefted 
" the love of God towards us,becaufe that God fent his 
only begotten Son into the world, that we might live 
through him. Herein is love, not that we loved 
** God, but that he loved us, and fent his Son to be the 
" propitiation f6rx>ur fins/' 1 John iv; 9, 10. The ob- 
ligation here arifes from Jehovah hintfelf alone — his own 
unbought, undeferved, and unfuggeflcd mercy. He is 
not laid under this obligation by any other. Theohliga^ 
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tion to confer fal vation on all who believe the go^, 
cording to his promife, would, upon the like principlt^^s 
it (eerns to the Editor, equally derogate from the fponta- 
neous grace which beftows it. 

We acknowledge, however, tliat writers and preacheo 
have ufed very improper language upon this fubje&. la 
confequence <^ the word, " debts" being ufed in fcrip^ 
ture to exprefs fins, . and forgivenefs being reprefented as 
the remiflion of them, the analogies of pecuniary tranf- 
auctions have been introduced as affording fit conceptions 
of the dealings of God with men. The divine clKua&er 
hath thus been mifreprefented, as well as his law and 
his grace. . The faiptures, we agree with Mr. Fx^tt^ by 
thefe expreflions allude to moral obligation, not to aojr 
thing comnciercial, juil as wc fpeak in ordinary language 
of the debt of nature, and the debt of juftice. It is the 
church alfo, the chofen people of God, who are repre- 
fented as purchafed by the blood of Chnft, not the mer- 
cies bellowed by it. 

As this fubjed hath been introduced, we think Mr. 
Fuller fliouki enlarge upon it in the next edition. IVe 
know that he holds with the fulleftper/ua/ton,that Chrift 
made atonement, as the fubilitute of liis people, for their 
fins, and that this was a proper and fuU equivalent oria- 
tisfa£tion in place of their perfonal punt(hmeQt. 

Some part oi his language, however, in the note, page 
3.23 » might be mtfunderilood by a carelefs reader. 

We truft he will ihew us fo largely as to pcedode the 
poffibility of miilake, that finners have redemption 
through the blood of Chriil, according to the riches of 
bis grace, aixi alfo in find .conformity to his juftice and 
fidelify. 



SKD OF VOLUME I. 



THB 

MEDICAL REPOSITORY, 

AND 

REVIEW 

OF 

AMERICAN PUBLICATIONS 

* ON 

MEDICINE, SURGERY, 

AND THE 

AUXILIARY BRANCHES OF PHILOSOPHY. 

CONDUCTED BY 

SAMUEL L. MITCHILL, M,D. 

Prtfessw of ChemUtrj in the College of New- YorJk^ &\ 

AND 

EDWARD MILLER, M.D. 

CONTAINING 

Origirtal Eflays, chiefly written in America, on various fubjedb of 
Praftical Medicine and Surgery — on Medical Philofophy— oil 
Chemiftry, and its a;pplicadon co die Mateiia Mcdica, to Phyfio* 
lo£y» to Public Economy and the Arts — on Agriculture, Natural 
Hiftoryi and ufcful Projects and Inventions in America: 

TOGJSTKER WITH 

Reviews of the more refpe^ahlc Publications made in America Oti 
the before-mentioned fubjedls; exhibiting the fubilance of the 
Works, extra£is from their contetlts, and opinions on their obje6i& 
and value; and forming a full and regular exhibition of the 
ftate and progrefs of Medical and Philofophical Knowledge ia 
America* 



asBBBHa 



NEfV-YORK: 

Printed and fold by T. t^ J. SWORDS^ No. 99 Pearlrftreet: 

Alfo fold by Tbom as Dobsow, PhiUdclphia ; C. R. and G. Wkbstik, Albany^ 

T. CaoswELL, CattikiU; E. Laekin, Bofton; Hudson and Goodwin^ 

Hartford; I. Bicas and Co. New-HaTen ; J. Rice, Baltimore^ 

JPftKMEAu and Paine, Charlefton, South-Carolina; 

and SiTMOuji fc Weoi-uorTEE, SaTaonak, 



BESIDES A GREAT VARIETY OP 

ORIGINAL ESSAYS, 

THIS W^^K COMTAINt TBX 

REVIEW 

or TBI 

FOLLOfFING PUBLICJTIONS: 

In Vokirac I. from May, 1797, to May, 1798. 

I. RuJVs Medical Obfsrvatlons and Inquiries^ vol, iv. 2. Sar. 
ion on the Fajcinating Power of Serpents. 3. Ouviere*s Diffirt^ 
tion on Yellow Fever. 4, MaJdevalV s Prefcriptions^ f^c^ y 
Priejlley on Phlogijlon^ Parti. 6. jfdet^s Reply. 7. Hofack fJ.f 
en Yellow Fever. 8. Bay on Dyfentery. 0. Fifiker on the /amt. 
ZO. Mackenzie on the fame. II. fonesoniiydroctit. 12. rIort}i 
€n Rheufnatifm. i^. jtfiton on Dropfy, 14^ Afaclean^s two Z^ec-^ 
tures on Cofnbuftlon* I5. Logan on Gypfum. 16. Peters on Piqfter 
4if Paris% 17. Brown fS.J on Bilious Fever. 18. Church on 
Camphor. 19. De IVitt on Oxygen. %o. Black on FraSttreu 
a I. Yates and M^Lean^s Science of Life. 22. Priefiley on Phlo* 
gifion^ Part ii. %^. Woodhoufe^s ChemifPs Pocket Companion, 
24. Huger on Gangrene. 25. Logan^s Rotation of Crops, 2d, 
Bofdley on the fame. 27. Browne (fj on Yetiow Fever, 18. 
Cooper on Stramonium. 29. Stock on Cold. 30. *fohnfon on 
Fixed Air. 31. Proceedings of the Philadelphia College of Pky» 
ficians. 32. fValker on Sterility. 

1x1 Volume II. from May, 1798, to May, 1799. 

3. M^'Lean on the ABion of Mercury. 34. Barton* s Materia 
edica. 35. Currie (fVJ on Remitting Fevers. 36. Davidgc 
en Yellow Fever. 37, Ouviere on the Philadelphia Fever tf 
1797. 38. Spalding on Animal Heat. 39. Philadelphia Aca- 
demy of Medicine^ Proofs, tsfc. 40. Lent on dejiroying PefUlen" 
tial Vapours by Alkalies. 41. Allen on Scarlatina. 42. RiijVs 
Medical Inquiries and Ohfervations^ vol. v. 43. Smithes (T. P,) 
Revolutions in Chemijiry, 44. Horfefield on Sumachs. 45. Ar^ 
cher on the Croup. 46. Stuart on Mercury in Fevers. 47. Bay- 
lefs Health-Office Letters. 48. Curriers Memoirs of Yellow Fe- 
ver. 49. Tranfaifions of the New-York Agricultural Society^ 
Part iii. 50. IVilUamfon^s Defcription of Genefee. 51. FaSs 
and ObfervationSy t^c. by the Philadelphia College of Phyficians. 
52. RuftCs Inquiries and Obfervations. 

In Volume 111. from May, 1799* to' May, i8oo. 

53*. Rtport on the Volcano ef Guadaloupe. 54. Tazewell's 
Vade-mecum Medicum. ^5. CaldwtlCs Orati^m, ^n Peftilential 
JDifcafes. 56. Brazilian Georgrcs. 57, Barton^ s Fragments 9/ 



A^e 



X 3 ) 

Natural Hiftory. 58. Rufli^s Leeiures on Animal Life. 59. /Ti- 
mtltott on Small-Pox. -60. Spalditig^s Chmical Nomenclature. 
€1. Bordlefs Notes on Hujbandry. 6i. Wehjler oH Epidemic 
and Pejiilential Difeafes. 63. Condie and FolwelVs Account of 
the Pejiilence of Philadelphia in 1798. 64. Hardie on the fame 
in New-York^ 1798. 65. Holt on the Jame in New-London^ 
1 798. 66. Report of the New- York Medical Society on the fame. 
67. Rufi's firji Addrefs to the Philadelphians. bS. Ru/h's fe^ 
cond Addrefs to the fame. 69. Adams on the Principle of Ani- 
tnation. 70. Tytler on Plague. 71. PrUfllefs Refutation of 
the Compojition of Water. • 72. TranfaRions of the New-York 
Agricultural Society y Part iv. 73. Carrie and Hofack^s Sketch of 
Yellow Fever. 74. Vaughan^s Chemical Syllabus, 75. Seaman s 
\Atidwives* Monitor. 

In the Part of Volume IV. froni May to November, 1800. 

76. Barton on Goitre. 77. Tytler 'on Plague* 7^ Brown^s 
(S.) Pri%e-DiJJertation. ')^. Tranf anions of the Philofophical 
Society of Philadelphia. 80. Fodere^s Fffay on Cretinage. 8 1 . 
Cathrall on Black'Fomit. 8a. Blanchet^s Application ^f Che- 
tniflry to Medicine. 83. JVaterhoufe^ s TraSi^on the Kine-Pox. 
84. jTranf anions of the Phiiofophical Society of Philadelphia. 

In fhort^ it is needlefs to do more for e^f citing the curiojity of 
the readers of this page ^ than to inform them^ that a large 

SHARE OF THE NaTCRAL HlSTORY OP AMERICA — A GREAT 
BODY OF FACTS AND PROCEEDINGS RELATIVE TO ITS EnDE- 

Mic Diseases, and particularly the Yellow Fever — 

AND AN important DISCUSSION, IN ChEMISTRY, OF THE' 
POINTS OF VARIANCE BETWEEN THE PhLOGISTIANS AND 
THEIR OPPONENTS, AS CARRIED ON IN THIS COUNTiRX — are 

contained in the publijhed Numbers of the Medical Repofitory. 
New- York, November 20, 1800. 



Conditions of Publication. 

1. The title of this publication shall be " The Medical Repository. ^^ 

a. It shall be published in numbers, one number every three months, 

or as nearly so as circumstances wrtl admit. 
• 3. Each number shall contain, at least, 100 pages o6tayo. 
4. It shall be printed on good paper, a neat type, with a full page, and 

willixjaketi volume df 400 pages, or upwards, each year. 

5. The price of each number shall be half a j>ollar: — a dollar to 
be paid on the receipt of the first number, and half a dollar on the 
delivery of each succeeding number. This will be a quarter in ad- 
vance after the first delivery; and the impossibility of collediing small 
vums frofii diffiBrent ports of the Contmenr, in any other way, wiU, we 
trust, render this article unobjectionable, as without a stridt adherence 
to it e}ut .publication cannot be cominned. 

6. Copies sliall be sent, regularly, to Subscribers, by any convey^ce 
they shall point out, they being at any charge which may so ari^« 
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